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NEXT REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING:  WEDNESDAY MARCH 2, 2016 beginning at 10:00 A.M.  at AAA Mid- Atlantic, Hamilton, NJ.  Speaker will discuss the latest updates in Pedestrian Safety and traffic calming products.
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  Now that the matter of the Presidency of the NJPTOA is resolved it is time to roll up our sleeves and get back to work.  I want to sincerely thank all members that supported me during this difficult time.  I really appreciate your confidence in me and I pledge to do my very best in leading the Association to new heights.  Let’s now put this behind us and ALL work together in the interests of Traffic Safety. If anyone wants to serve on the by-law committee please contact our First Vice President, Nick Schock. I will always welcome your comments and suggestions. Stay Safe, Tim.                                                                                                                     NJ GIVEN EXTENSION TO UPADATE DRIVER LICENSE: NJ was granted an additional nine months (till October 10, 2016) to update its driver's licenses and other forms of state-issued ID so that they are in compliance with guidelines spelled out under the federal Real ID Act. The extension was allowed because NJ is making progress on the technological and procedural changes required under the 2005 federal law, including allowing more than nine characters of a name to be included on the identification and requiring photos to be taken immediately when applicants reach the counter to receive their new license.  Other requirements include having personal data stored electronically on the ID as well as verification of the driver's immigration status, conditions that have raised concerns among privacy advocates and some lawmakers across the country.  



                  TESTING RADAR TUNING FORKS:  NJ Weights & Measures will test and certify Tuning Forks at our March 2, 2016 meeting for departments M through Z.  Sort forks by miles per hour and banded in bundles.  List each fork on the Weights & Measures invoice (copy at njptoa.org, forms link).  Include the serial number and your department’s purchase order entirely filled out including the mailing address section along with a copy of the Weights & Measures invoice.  Also bring along a Purchase Order because there is a charge of $10.00 per fork.                
NATIONAL HIGHWAY DEATHS UP IN 2015:  NHTSA announced its latest estimate of traffic deaths, which show a 9.3 percent increase for the first nine months of 2015. Human factors contribute to 94 percent of crashes according to decades of NHTSA research.  NHTSA estimates that more than 26,000 people died in traffic crashes in the first nine months of 2015, compared to the 23,796 fatalities in the first nine months of 2014. U.S. regions nationwide showed increases ranging from 2 to 20 percent. Traffic deaths declined 1.2 percent in 2014 and more than 22 percent from 2000 to 2014.                          FLORIDA CRASHES INCREASE AT RED LIGHT CAMERA LOCATIONS:    The Florida Department of Highway Safety reports crashes increased at intersections where red light cameras are in use. This year's   audit is the first to include an independent analysis of crashes. It found that accidents increased 15 percent overall at red light camera intersections after the devices were installed. These were not minor fender benders, as the number of incapacitating injuries jumped 29 percent, and there were two additional fatal collisions. Crashes involving pedestrians and bicyclists jumped 17 percent at camera locations. Officials were quick to caution that other factors besides the cameras may account for the negative result.  Seventy-one cities and counties in Florida use red light cameras which issued a total of 963,039 tickets worth over $150 million in fiscal year 2015. Of these, 253,744 tickets worth $40 million were issued for right hand turns on red, despite a state law that prohibits tickets for such turns made in a "careful and prudent manner.                                                                                                                                                            
DISTRACTED DRIVER:  Officials fired a substitute school van driver after a student filmed her using a cellphone to take a photo of a stuffed animal while behind the wheel.  The high school student texted her mother the video showing the driver taking photos while driving on the Garden State Parkway.         
As of February 16, 2016 there were 55 traffic fatalities in NJ compared to 55 during the same period in 2015,  
	COUNTY
	2016
	2015
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2016
	2015
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	03
	04
	-01
	Bergen 
	04
	01
	+03

	Burlington 
	02
	02
	-0-
	Camden 
	04
	07
	-03

	Cape May 
	02
	02
	-0-
	Cumberland 
	04
	00
	+04

	Essex 
	04
	03
	+01
	Gloucester 
	05
	02
	-03

	Hudson 
	00
	04
	-04
	Hunterdon 
	01
	01
	-0-

	Mercer 
	02
	03
	01
	Middlesex 
	04
	05
	-01

	Monmouth 
	05
	01
	+04
	Morris 
	01
	01
	-0-

	Ocean 
	05
	04
	+01
	Passaic 
	02
	04
	-02

	Salem 
	02
	00
	+02
	Somerset 
	00
	06
	-06

	Sussex 
	03
	02
	+01
	Union 
	00
	03
	-03

	Warren
	02
	00
	+02
	 
	
	
	

	Deaths: Driver 28/27; Passenger 10/10; Pedalcyclist 00/00; Pedestrian 17/18. Crashes 54/53.                     
NEW LAW ENHANCES PENAITIES FOR FALSE INCRIMINATION:  On 1/11/16 S835 was signed into law.  It enhances penalties for falsely incriminating another person in criminal activity and for making a fictitious report to law enforcement authorities.  Under current law, a person who knowingly gives or causes to be given false information to a law enforcement officer in order to implicate another commits false incrimination, a crime of the fourth degree. Fourth degree crimes are punishable by up to 18 months imprisonment, a fine of up to $10,000, or both. The amended bill upgrades false incrimination to a crime of the third degree, or a crime of the second degree if the victim was implicated in a first or second degree crime. A crime of the third degree is punishable by three to five years imprisonment, a fine of up to $15,000, or both. A crime of the second degree is punishable by five to 10 years in prison, a fine of up to $150,000, or both.  Making fictitious reports is a disorderly persons offense, which is punishable by imprisonment for up to six months, a fine of up to $1,000, or both. The amended bill upgrades making fictitious reports to a crime of the fourth degree.  Under the amended bill, the prosecution is not required to prove as an element of the crime that the defendant knew the degree of the crime for which the implicating false information was given.   2C:28-4, False reports to law enforcement-Law Amended 1/11/16.  a. Falsely incriminating another. A person who knowingly gives or causes to be given false information to any law enforcement officer with purpose to implicate another commits a crime of the third degree, except the offense is a crime of the second degree if the false information which the actor gave or caused to be given would implicate the person in a crime of the first or second degree.  For the purposes of this subsection, knowledge of the grade of the crime about which the defendant gave false information is not an element of the offense and it shall not be a defense that the defendant did not know of the grade of the crime.  b. Fictitious reports.  A person commits a crime of the fourth degree if he:  (1) Reports or causes to be reported to law enforcement authorities an offense or other incident within their concern knowing that it did not occur; or  (2) Pretends to furnish or causes to be furnished such authorities with information relating to an offense or incident when he knows he has no information relating to such offense or incident.  
RECKLESS ENDANGERMENT REPEALED:  On 1/11/16 S940 was signed into law.  This new bill repealed 2C:12-2, Reckless Endangerment and enacted 2C:24-7.1, Endangering another person.  a. (1) A person commits a disorderly persons offense if he recklessly engages in conduct which creates a substantial risk of bodily injury to another person.  (2) A person commits a crime of the fourth degree if he knowingly engages in conduct which creates a substantial risk of serious bodily injury to another person.  (3) A person commits a crime of the third degree if he knowingly engages in conduct which creates a substantial risk of death to another person.  b. (1) A person commits a crime of the fourth degree if he recklessly engages in conduct which creates a substantial risk of bodily injury to a person with a developmental disability.  (2)A person commits a crime of the third degree if he knowingly engages in conduct which creates a substantial risk of serious bodily injury to a person with a developmental disability.  (3)A person commits a crime of the second degree if he knowingly engages in conduct which creates a substantial risk of death to a person with a developmental disability.  c. As used in this act, "developmental disability" has the meaning ascribed to it in section 3 of P.L.1977, c.82 (C.30:6D-3).  d. Nothing in this act shall preclude an indictment and conviction for any other offense defined by the laws of this State.
MEETING CANCELLATION:  Posted on our website by 0600 on the date of the meeting:  njptoa.org.                                                                                                                                                     2016 DUES NOW PAYABLE: The Annual Dues for 2016 is $50.00 Per year.  An invoice is attached to this newsletter for your convenience. Please make payment as soon as possible. Thank you.                                                                                                                NEXT MEETING:  MARCH 2, 2016 AT AAA Mid- ATLANTIC, HAMILTON, NJ
REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST WHILE ON DUTY
NJ Police Traffic Officers Association

PO Box 664

Voorhees, NJ 008043

856-220-1433

E-MAIL: njptoa@hotmail.com

2016 INVOICE

DATE
ITEM
AMOUNT
1/1/2016
Annual Membership Dues for Police Department
$50.00
TOTAL:
$50.00
DATE:  1/1/2016   SIGNED:  Timothy Franco,  President.

Our Tax ID number is 22-2344113

Copies of purchase orders can be faxed to 856-783-0012 or scanned for an e-mail and sent to NJPTOA@Hotmail.com.

Note:  If you would like to receive the newsletter by e-mail instead of by postal mail, please send your request to njptoa.tparenti@gmail.com
(Please check mailing label.  Correct if necessary by phone call, text, or e-mail)


	

	

	
	


