Last week, 


I spent a considerable amount of time covering verses 1-3 of chapter 12, 

so that we would know that only the Spirit of God enable us to proclaim, 


“Jesus is Lord!”  

I spent that time in preparation for today's text, 


and the next few chapters discussion.  

If the message of last week took root in your mind 

and made it through a second week of life, 


as I read the text today, 



all of these gifts and skills listed 


hopefully were heard as ways the Spirit declares, 



“Jesus is Lord.”

Mixed in with that message today, 


is the call for diversity among the unity.  


A call for a variety of gifts and skills to be used 



to build up the body of Christ to proclaim 




“Jesus is Lord,” 


not just one, 



namely speaking in tongues.  

This means unity is needed, 


but not uniformity.  

All the gifts are needed to build up the body of Christ into one, 


not just one particular gift among all the people.

I saw this reality this week 


in our annual Amazing Race event with the evening teenagers.  

As you progress in the years of schooling, 


the need to stand out in certain ways, 


but not others 



becomes more intense.  


You only want to stand out in ways that are socially acceptable to your peers.  

The first challenge of the Amazing Race 


was to walk across the slack line between our two trees in our yard, 


a tight rope walk.  

This skill is not being promoted along with basketball and soccer in most schools.  

As such, 


the ability to complete the task was sad.  


By the time my team arrived to the event, 



walking had been thrown out 



and crawling was now being attempted.  

This fit into the skills of the strong upper body strength male routine 


that was being sought after as cool among the group.  

And after 15 minutes of dragging themselves across the line and wet grass, 


all five groups had succeeded.  

However, 


at the end of the race, 


I saw one of the local racers 



who I knew had the talent and skills to walk across the line no problem, 



just by walking across.  

I asked her if she had tried, 


and she said, “No.”  

Her reasoning being, 


it was not a skill or talent that was fully accepted by the group yet.  

Those that the group had accepted as leaders were not able to do it, 


she did not want to be the abnormal one 



who did it with no problem.  


Even though her parents had posted her talents all over facebook this past winter.

Watching the social dynamics of the teenagers 


was a microcosm of the dynamics of the church.  

There are certain things that we hold up as ideal gifts 

and others that we overlook, 


because we think they are not important.  

We have a tendency to think that strong, 


young bodies are needed in the church to do things,


to do the church mission work.  

I have also heard that age has been a limiting factor 


to participation in certain events 


or leadership positions.  

We have a tendency to think that an elder should have high business acumen.  


Because if you can run a business, 


you can run a church.

All of these ideas miss what Paul is saying in this passage.  


Paul says there are different kinds of gifts, 


service, 



and workings.  

But those are provided by the same Spirit, 


Lord, 


and God 



working in all people.  

In case you missed it, 


Paul just put the Triune God into that paragraph.  

The three that are one, 


enable us to use our different gifts, 


service, 


and works, 



to proclaim that one central and important message, 


“Jesus is Lord.”  

In doing so, 


the whole Triune God is given Glory.

Not only is God given glory, 


but the common good is built up, 


the church is built up, 


we are built up.  

We are the body of Christ, 


also known as the church.  

As we reach the pile of lists that Paul makes, 


there are two key things to notice.  



Speaking in tongues is near the end of the list, 




not the beginning 





which would be where the Corinthians had it.  



Two, 




in all the lists, 



speaking in tongues is still on there.  

The reason for this is, 


Paul is writing to correct their assumption 



that there is one gift to be valued higher than all the others.  

He is not saying 


they are wrong for having speaking in tongues as part of their worship, 

but their placing it over all other gifts is.

Paul's first working through the list 


seems to me 



as a fairly practical listing of how the church is built by the Spirit, 




not us, 



for the common good.  

The Spirit first must give us wisdom, 


which takes us back to earlier discussions.  



Man has all kinds of wisdom, 



but it is only through seeing the wisdom of Christ crucified 




that we have the Spirit's wisdom.  




The world sees that as foolishness.  



But if we can see and live out that life ourselves, 




we have God's wisdom.  

We get that wisdom through knowledge 


or understanding the meaning of scripture.  

Then comes faith, 


not just believing that Jesus is Lord, 



but the faith that believes that they can move mountains.  



We call this commonly today miracles.  

Which leads us toward healing.  


This one, 



we have tried to hand over to the medical profession.  




Which they often are performing miracles.  


Your police blotter had one in it on Friday.  



A person had a heart attack on the Laughton Glacier trail, 



near the railroad tracks, 


as a train equipped with an AED 


and the EMS captain as the engineer driving it approached.  



Since it was near the trail head, 




there were landing pads for the helicopter already prepared.  


In under 33 minutes, 



this person was resuscitated and on their way to the clinic.  


In Paul's time, 



the church was performing healings all the time, 



because they were following Jesus.  


Paul hints that this is a gift that comes upon the practitioner occasionally.  



So if a sick person asks you to lay hands upon them and pray for them, 




if you have never healed anyone before, 




or have tried many times before with no success, 





do not be afraid to try again.  


For God does heal 


and most of us in this room have the marks in and on our bodies to confirm that.  Next comes miraculous powers, 


the ability to do things we are not normally able to do.  

Then comes prophecy, 


the first in a series of verbal manifestations of the work of the Spirit.  


Prophets main purpose 



was to announce judgement 



or salvation to a people.  


According to Joel, 



this gift is available to all under the Spirits rule.  

Then comes distinguishing between spirits, 

and then finally speaking in different types of tongues, 


second to last.  


This position shows Paul understood rhetoric.  



Because in speech class, 




it was repeated, 





people remember what they heard first and last.  


So put your most important point first, 


second most last, 


and third in the middle.  

Immediately after speaking in tongues, 

comes interpretation of tongues.  


This sets up Paul for chapter 14.  



It should also help us realize that tongues do the common good no good, 




if there is not someone to interpret them.  


So interpretation is emphasized by Paul with this final insertion.

More important than the gifts themselves, 


is the reality that all of these come from the same Spirit, 


the Spirit that wants us to proclaim that Jesus is Lord.  

He gives them to each person 


just as he determines.  

We may not be able to proclaim the wisdom or knowledge of God 


as proficiently as a PhD scholar.  


But as the Lord promised in Mark 13:11, 


Whenever you are witnessing, 




“do not worry beforehand about what to say. 




Just say whatever is given you at the time, 





for it is not you speaking, 






but the Holy Spirit.”  
The Spirit will give you any of these gifts, 

kinds of service, 

or workings, 


just as he determines.  

Not just doing churchy things, 


but service 


and workings as well.  



Plumbing, 



nurturing children, 



building relationships, 



remembering names, 



or cleaning bathrooms.  


All aspects of life can be used to build up the common good.

Don't believe me or Paul?  


Well then, 



Paul suggests we look at the body.  

It is one unit, 


but as any med students can tell you who has to memorize them all, 

it is made up of many parts.  

When Paul concludes, 


“So it is with Christ.”  



We should be hearing that as, 


“So it is with Christ's Body, 


the church, 


us.”  

We are all united, 

one body, 


because of one thing, 



the Holy Spirit.  

The two marks of class in that society were 


your race or religion 


and social status.  

The Holy Spirit ignores those, 


even if we were a Jew or Greek, 


slave or free, 



and rested upon us, 



we drank the one and the same Spirit.  

That being said, 


we still need a diversity of gifts, 


services, 


and workings in order to do anything Paul mentioned earlier.  

Take healing for example.  


Which body part is needed to do that?  



Is it just the surgeons hands?  



I hope mine is also using their brain!  



Their hearts are important to understand what would be best for us.  



We would not even be to the surgeon, 




if their or someone else's feet had not carried us there.  


I go on multiple Ambulance calls a summer 



with the purpose of doing nothing else 




but lifting the gurney.  


But the EMT can not respond 



without at least a driver/lifter gurney lifter.

We need to remember that the parts of our body that seem weaker 


are indispensable.  

I saw that this week again with the Mission Group.  


I spent time talking with some of the tours around town 



to have them go ziplining, 



horse back riding, 



sea kayaking, 



on the train, 



and get a tour of the land from Dyea Dave himself 




from Whitehorse to Skagway.  

These are some of the most prominent tours in Skagway.  


They did give the appropriate oohs and ahhs.  

But they spent way more time talking about 


and telling stories about the 2-4 year old class at VBS.  

That is part of God's work in bringing unity to the body.  


He brings greater honor to the parts that lack it, 



so that there is no division 



and we have equal concern for each other.  




Not just our friends.  

For as our body reminds us daily, 


if one part suffers, 


our whole body suffers.  

If one part is honored, 


our whole body responds and rejoices with it.  
Don't believe me, 


smile right now.  

It changes how we feel.  

Now realize you are part of the body of Christ, 


each of you 



a different and diverse part.  

However, 


you are all connected.  

You can be that smile 

or a frown 


and lead the body in a direction.  



The choice is yours.  

No matter what your role is, 


you can bring the body of Christ 



joy or suffering.  

What ever you bring, 


we are in it with you.  

When we realize this, 


our body will be transformed.  

Next week, 


we will hear about the greater gifts of the Spirit, 


the ones that help us proclaim, 



“Jesus is Lord” 




even more clearly.  
