Dear Friend and Fellow History Buff:

PLEASE PRING THESE ENTIRE FIVE
PAGES. THE LAST TWO PAGES MUST
BE MAILED IN TO SECURE YOUR
RESERVATION.

We’ve saved the best for last. Autumnal New England. Glorious fall foliage, the colors splashed against
mountain ranges carpeted by hickory, maple, and the sweet gum. The days are warm – most of the time
– the evening air is crisp — and the landscape dotted with villages as stylized as a Grandma Moses painting.
Which reminds me: among half a dozen places we’ve never visited before is the acclaimed Bennington
Museum, home to the world’s largest collection of Moses’ work.
It’s just one of the sites that make this fall’s “A Presidential Tour of New York, New England & the Hudson
Valley” (October 1 – 10, 2016) a combination of old favorites and such first-time attractions as Washington
Irving’s Sunnyside estate; the newly renovated FDR Library and Museum; the Ground Zero Memorial and
9/11 Memorial Museum; and the Concord Museum, home to an original Paul Revere lantern, not to
mention Emerson’s study and the contents of Thoreau’s famous cabin at nearby Walden Pond.
I needn’t remind you that our hotels – most booked for two or even three night stays – are the cream of
the crop. Likewise, we’ll be dining at such celebrated institutions as Sylvia’s Soul Food in Harlem, Boston’s
Union Oyster House (JFK’s favorite), the world-famous Culinary Institute of America, and the legendary
Durgin Park in the shadow of a teaming Quincy Market (we’ve been careful to set aside free time in Boston
to allow those so inclined to shop till they drop).
I hope you will join us this fall, for a trip, literally, twenty-five years in the making. As always, should you
have any questions please feel free to contact Erik Nelson at (202) 657-7444.
With best regards,

Richard Norton Smith
Enclosures

New York & New England: Eleven Presidents in Ten Days
Hosted by Author and Presidential Historian Richard Norton Smith
October 1 - 10, 2016
First time attractions are marked with an *
Saturday, October 1, 2016
Arriving New York, NY per our own schedules, this morning we’ll meet in the lobby of the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel.
During the 1950’s and 1960’s, former President Herbert Hoover and retired U.S.
General Douglas MacArthur lived in suites on different floors of the hotel. Our first
stop of the day – the moving 9/11 Memorial & Museum.* We’ll also pause for
photos at Federal Hall, site of George Washington’s inauguration on April 30, 1789.
Then it’s off to Oyster Bay, NY and the newly renovated Sagamore Hill home to
President Teddy Roosevelt, as well as his nearby gravesite. This evening, a very
special Welcome Dinner awaits at world-famous Sylvia’s Soul Food in Harlem.
Overnight at the Waldorf-Astoria.
Sunday, October 2, 2016
After breakfast at the Waldorf we begin the day with a visit to Ulysses Grant’s Tomb. Next, we travel along the Hudson
River Valley, entering the enchantment of Washington Irving’s Sunny Side Estate.*
We’ll explore the storied past of America's first internationally famous author, best
remembered now for The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and other short stories. Midafternoon we arrive at our “lake in the sky” – the legendary Mohonk Mountain
House (please visit www.mohonk.com) for afternoon tea and a chance to explore
Mohonk’s stunningly beautiful surroundings. This evening, we’ll dine and overnight
(the first of two) at this Victorian castle.
Monday, October 3, 2016
We’ll breakfast at the Mohonk before traveling across the Hudson River to Hyde Park,
NY. Here, we tour the home of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt as well as the
completely renovated Franklin Roosevelt Presidential Museum and Library.* We’ll
also pause to pay our respects at their nearby gravesite. Lunch today is at the worldrenowned Culinary Institute of America, where budding masters of the kitchen hone
their craft. In the afternoon we drop by Val-Kill, Mrs. Roosevelt’s charming country
retreat. Dinner and a second night at the Mohonk.
Tuesday, October 4, 2016
After breakfast at the Mohonk we head north. At Kinderhook, we tour the estate of
President Martin Van Buren, and pay our respects at his nearby grave. Next, it’s on
to Albany, NY and the futuristic Nelson Rockefeller Empire State Plaza. While in
Albany, we’ll also visit Old Rural Cemetery and the gravesite of President Chester
Arthur. On to Bennington, VT, home of Old First Church, final resting place of
America’s poet-laureate Robert Frost. We’ll pay a first ever visit to the Bennington
Museum*, home to the world’s largest collection of Grandma Moses artwork. Our
lodgings for the night are at the historic Equinox Resort in Manchester, VT.
Over, please …

Wednesday, October 5, 2016
We’ll breakfast at the resort before traveling to tiny Plymouth Notch, VT and the Calvin Coolidge Homestead and
Summer White House. We’ll have time to experience this remarkable presidential
site in depth, including the home where Calvin was sworn in by kerosene lamp by the
Justice of the Peace – his own father. We’ll also have time to shop at the Coolidge
cheese shop. We conclude with a visit to the family gravesite. Following lunch on the
green at lovely Dartmouth College we enter Franconia Notch, and explore the
breathtaking river gorge The Flume. As we journey into the Presidential Mountain
Range, past gorgeous seasonal foliage, our destination is the majestic Mount
Washington Resort, site of the 1944 Bretton Woods Conference, which gave rise to
the International Monetary Fund (IMF). Dinner and overnight (the first of two) at the Mount Washington Resort.
Thursday, October 6, 2016
After breakfast at the resort we’ll embark on a memorable ride to the top of Mount
Washington via the historic Cog Railway, the second steepest of its kind and the
world’s first mountain-climbing railway. The three miles of track will take us from
an elevation of 2,700 ft to Mount Washington’s breathtaking 6,288 ft summit. With
any luck the Top of New England will also represent the height of fall foliage viewing.
Dress for excess – among them, the highest recorded wind speeds ever recorded.
Free time this afternoon to enjoy the Resort’s many offerings before dinner and a
second night at this historic hotel.
Friday, October 7, 2016
We’ll breakfast at the resort before traveling to Concord, NH and Old North Cemetery, final resting place of President
Franklin Pierce, New Hampshire’s only chief executive. Our next stop is Old North Bridge
in Concord, MA, where “the shot heard ‘round the world” originated. While in Concord
we’ll also visit the Concord Museum* which houses an original Paul Revere lantern, Ralph
Waldo Emerson’s study, and the contents of Henry David Thoreau’s Walden cabin. Then,
it’s on to Lexington Green, where the American Revolution began on April 19, 1775. Our
lodgings for the next three nights are at Boston’s historic Parker House. Dinner this
evening is at The Union Oyster House*, John F. Kennedy’s favorite Boston eatery.
Saturday, October 8, 2016
Breakfast at the Parker House before traveling to Quincy, MA and The Old House –

originally built in 1731 and home to several generations of Adamses. We’ll also visit
nearby Stone Temple – final resting places of Presidents John and John Quincy Adams
and their First Ladies. This afternoon we visit the John F. Kennedy Presidential Museum
as well as the recently dedicated Ted Kennedy Institute on the U.S. Senate*, complete
with a recreated to-scale U.S. Senate Chamber. Dinner this evening is on our own.
Sunday, October 9, 2016
We’ll breakfast at the hotel before embarking on an optional walking tour of Boston’s famed
Freedom Trail, conducted by Richard. Highlights include Boston Common, the Old Granary
Burial Ground, and the site of the infamous Boston Massacre. The afternoon we are free to
relax or explore historic Boston. A special Farewell Dinner at Boston’s legendary Durgin
Park.
Monday, October 10, 2016
Breakfast is again included at the Parker House before we depart Boston per our own schedules.

$4,995.00 Per Person, Double Occupancy ~ $6,695.00 / Single Occupancy

Tour Reservation Line: (202) 657-7444

www.presidentsandpatriots.com

New York & New England: Eleven Presidents in Ten Days
Hosted by Author and Presidential Historian Richard Norton Smith
October 1 - 10, 2016
TRAVELER # 1 INFORMATION (PLEASE PRINT)
TRAVELER’S NAME:

MOBILE PHONE:

PREFERRED FIRST
NAME ON NAME TAG:

WORK PHONE:

STREET ADDRESS / APT #:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

CITY & STATE:

DIET RESTRICTIONS?:

HOME PHONE:

PLEASE EXPLAIN:

ABLE TO WALK
MEDIUM DISTANCES,
STAND FOR PERIODS
AND USE THE STAIRS?

YES

/

NO

YES / NO

__________________________
__________________________
PLEASE EXPLAIN:
__________________________

IF ANSWERING NO,

TRAVELER # 2 INFORMATION, IF APPLICABLE (IF SAME ADDRESS, SIMPLY INDICATE NAME)
TRAVELER’S NAME:

MOBILE PHONE:

PREFERRED FIRST
NAME ON NAME TAG:

WORK PHONE:

STREET ADDRESS / APT #:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

CITY & STATE:

DIET RESTRICTIONS?:

HOME PHONE:

PLEASE EXPLAIN:

ABLE TO WALK
MEDIUM DISTANCES,
STAND FOR PERIODS
AND USE THE STAIRS?

YES

/

NO

YES / NO

__________________________
__________________________
PLEASE EXPLAIN:
__________________________

IF ANSWERING NO,

ACCOMODATIONS PREFERENCES (PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)
* ROOM TYPE:

ONE BED / TWO BEDS

* Based on hotel availability. We will make every effort to accommodate your requests.

RESERVATION & DEPOSIT ($1,000.00 PER PERSON REQUIRED TO HOLD RESERVATION)

DOUBLE OCCUPANCY $4,995.00 P.P.
# PERSONS TRAVELING:
DEPOSIT ($1,000 P.P):

SINGLE OCCUPANCY $6,695.00 P.P
CHECK #:

$________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $________________

PLEASE READ AND SIGN THE OTHER SIDE OF THIS REGISTRATION FORM

ASSUMPTION OF RISK / WAIVER AND RELEASE
IMPORTANT NOTICE: YOUR REGISTRATION IS
SUBJECT TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE
RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT BELOW.
PLEASE CAREFULLY READ, SIGN, AND RETURN WITH
YOUR DEPOSIT. YOU WILL NOT BE CONFIRMED ON
THE TOUR UNTIL YOU HAVE COMPLETED AND
SIGNED THE TOUR REGISTRATION FORM AND
RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT.
RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT
Each registrant named on the reverse desires to participate in
the tour(s) listed thereon. Therefore, each registrant knowingly
and voluntarily WAIVES, RELEASES, SAVES, HOLDS
HARMLESS and INDEMNIFIES Presidents and Patriots
History Tours LLC, also referred to as Presidents and Patriots
Historical Tours LLC, a Michigan Limited Liability
Corporation, its agents, servants, employees,
officers,
directors, attorneys, contractors and sub-contractors, past,
present, and future, and their respective heirs, legal and
personal representatives, successors and assigns (collectively,
“Released Parties”), and all of their respective properties, assets
and interests (“Released Property”) from, any and all claims,
actions, causes of action, demands, rights, damages, costs,
losses, liabilities, expenses, compensation, controversies,
disputes, obligations, debts, dues and liens whatsoever, on
account of, or in any way arising out of, any and all known or
unknown, foreseen or unforeseen loss of life or personal injury,
loss or damage to property, and the consequences thereof,
directly or indirectly resulting from, incident to, in connection
with, or arising out of that registrant’s participation in the
tour(s) (collectively, “Claims”).
Deposit and Cancellation Policy – I/we have received and
read a copy of the Deposit and Cancellation Policy (contained
in this Tour Information Packet) and I/we understand, consent
to and agree to be bound by the conditions and provisions stated
in said policy. Except for the health problems that I/we listed
on this registration form, each registrant is in good physical
health and able to tolerate the physical demands of the tour(s).
Any controversy, claim or cause of action arising out of or
relating to this Release and Indemnity Agreement or the
performance by the Released Parties of their obligation of the
tour, including, without limitation, any claim or cause of action
relating to bodily injury, property damage or death, shall first
be submitted by Registrant and the Released Parties to nonbinding mediation in Allegan County, Michigan.
If the controversy is not settled at mediation, the controversy,
claim

or cause of action shall be submitted, at the sole discretion of
Released Parties, to arbitration in Allegan, Allegan County, Michigan in
accordance with the rules of the American Arbitration Association then
existing and applying the laws of the state of Michigan. No waiver of this
agreement to arbitrate shall be enforceable on the parties, and judgment
hereon may be entered by a court in Allegan County, Michigan having
subject matter jurisdiction. If Released Parties do not elect to have a
controversy, claim or cause of action submitted to arbitration, exclusive
jurisdiction and venue for any suit based upon a claim otherwise subject to
arbitration under this agreement shall be in Allegan County, Michigan.
Released Parties shall have the right, even after suit is filed, to require
submission to arbitration by motion filed in the case within 120 days after
service of process, summons, citation or statement of claim on Released
Parties. Registrant and Related parties agree and stipulate that this
agreement to arbitrate and the related agreements and transactions are in or
affect interstate commerce.
This agreement to mediate, arbitrate, or submit controversies or claims to
courts does not waive or modify the Release and Indemnity as contained in
this Release and Indemnity Agreement. I/we have read and understand this
Release and Indemnity Agreement, which contains the entire and final
agreement relating to the subject matter thereof. Its terms shall be binding
on me/us and on my/our heirs, legal representatives and assigns. If any
provision of this Release and Indemnity Agreement is determined to be
void, unenforceable, ineffective, or against public policy, that provision
shall be disregarded and deemed removed from this Release and Indemnity
Agreement, and shall not affect the remaining provisions of this Release
and Indemnity Agreement. The terms of this Release and Indemnity
Agreement are contractual and not mere recitals. This Release and
Indemnity Agreement shall be governed by and construed under the laws
of the State of Michigan. Venue for any action between registrant,
Presidents and Patriots Historical Tours, LLC and any other party arising
out of this agreement or the tours offered by Presidents and Patriots
Historical Tours LLC shall be in Allegan County, Michigan.
Notice of Host Responsibilities – This tour is scheduled to be hosted and
led by author and presidential historian Richard Norton Smith. In the event
of illness or other unforeseen event, Presidents and Patriots reserves the
right to replace Mr. Smith with another host of its choosing.
Travel Insurance Recommendation – Presidents and Patriots History
Tours LLC strongly recommends that all tour participants purchase
travel Insurance to protect their travel investment. Travel insurance is
insurance that is intended to cover transportation, medical expenses and
other losses incurred while traveling. Travel insurance can be arranged
to cover exactly the duration of a particular tour. If tour participants
elect not to purchase travel insurance, by signing below they understand
they are subject to loss of entire deposit and tour cost should an
unexpected event occur and they are unable to travel on this tour.

I have read the foregoing Release and Indemnity Agreement and understand the Release and Indemnity Agreement, and agree to be bound
by the Release and Indemnity Agreement. I have also read and agree to be bound by the Deposit and Cancellation Policy, and have read
and understand the Travel Insurance Recommendation.
Traveler/Participant #1 - Signature:____________________________________________________ Date:___________________
Traveler/Participant #2 - Signature:____________________________________________________ Date:___________________

KINDLY COMPLETE AND MAIL THIS FORM WITH YOUR DEPOSIT TO:
PRESIDENTS & PATRIOTS TOURS
ATTN: TOUR RESERVATIONS
512 PARIS AVE, SE

GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49503

TOUR: New York, New England & the Hudson Valley
DATES: October 1 – 10, 2016

