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available. As always, his “The Doctor Is In” column is a must read. Many of you – in fact, one third of
our membership -- have opted out of working this season because of COVID-19 risks. It was undoubtedly a tough decision, knowing how much you love officiating basketball. But if you’re at substantial
risk, it’s the right decision for yourself and your family. One of the domino effects of so many opt-outs
(continued on p. 2)

Zooming into the future
On January 31st Board 10 held our first fully virtual on-line general membership meeting via Zoom. Because of the numbers, we limited the meeting to working officials. 136 people
participated. A
video recording of
the meeting is
available to all
members, including non-working officials and
those who couldn’t make the Zoom session. To
view the recording, click on Zoom Video Recording. It went well. There were no significant technical
glitches. Virtual attendees could submit questions via Zoom’s chat feature (continued on p. 2)
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FINALLY!!!!!!!!!! (cont. from p.1)
is that Buddy has had to find ways to cover all the games with far fewer officials available than usual.
It’s a huge challenge. It is imperative that, if you are working this season, you fulfill your commitments
to work your assigned games. It would also be very helpful if you can make yourself more available
throughout the season as changes are sure to come. And, speaking of opt-outs and scheduling challenges,
we’re delighted to welcome a new contributor to the newsletter – CT State Board President Peter Gerardi from Board 35 -- who weighs in on the season schedule, the shortage of officials, and other items
of note in his “Update from the State Board” column. There’s a lot of other news and plenty of useful
information throughout this newsletter. We hope you enjoy reading it and we wish you a safe and
healthy season.
Zooming into the future (cont. from p.1)
which made the Q&A portion of the meeting extremely efficient. At the meeting, Interpreter Steve Wodarski offered a slide presentation summarizing changes to our rules, protocols and procedures that
will be in effect this season because of COVID-19. We will present some of the highlights elsewhere in
this newsletter. Steve also emailed the entire PowerPoint presentation to all members for reference. It is
unlikely that we will hold any in-person general membership meetings for the rest of this season. However, we are required to hold an Annual Meeting to vote on our new slate of officers and district representatives and for our Secretary/Treasurer Ray Vanacore to present the Board’s annual financial report.
The date for this meeting is to be determined, as is whether we will hold any additional zoom meetings
on other topics. Is Zoom the future of Board 10 meetings? Certainly, in short run, if COVID-19 continues to be a problem, the answer is “yes.” But after the virus is no longer a threat – whenever that may
be – we will have to consider whether Zoom or in-person is the way to go. While virtual meetings
eliminate the need to drive to and from a meeting site, there’s a lot to be said for in-person interaction.
Plus, there’s no good way to demonstrate on-court mechanics without having a court on which to do
those demonstrations. For now, we don’t have a choice, but when it comes to the future, stay tuned.

New slate of officers nominated for 2021-23
At the January 24th meeting of the Executive Board, attendees nominated officers for the 2021-23 seasons. The following are the nominees:
President: Lou Matteo
1st Vice President: Don Perkins
2nd Vice President: Jason Crockett
Secretary/Treasurer: Ray Vanacore
Commissioner: Buddy Chernovetz
Interpreter: Steve Wodarski
Assistant Interpreter: Bhavin Parekh
According to our by-laws, officers must be voted on by the general membership. Normally this would
happen at our Annual Meeting. The date and time of that meeting is to be determined, but whenever it
occurs, it will be a virtual event. You will be notified in advance of the meeting.
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Update from the State
With the new high school basketball season now underway, we checked in with
Board 10 colleague and current CIAC
Officials’ Association Director Dan Scavone to discuss some of the relevant decisions with regard to schedules and protocols from the CIAC.

The opening of the high school season had to be pushed back from an early December start date to February 8th. What were some of the main considerations for targeting February 8th?
Dan: The CIAC had numerous discussions with the Department of Public Health, the Governor’s office,
our basketball committees and the Board of Control with regard to scheduling a winter season. When we
were faced with spikes in COVID-19 cases and positivity rates that occurred after Thanksgiving and
projected to continue through the Christmas holiday, we knew we couldn't begin the winter season as
early as we originally planned. As a result the kids had been idle for a long time with regard to athletic
activities. On the advice of our sports medicine committee, we wanted the kids to have sufficient time to
get their conditioning back. Consequently, we wanted to make sure they could have 10 practices before
their first scrimmage and 15 practices before their first game. Therefore, we decided on January 19th for
the first scrimmage and February 8th for the first game to give them enough time to prepare and be ready.
What went into the decision not to hold a State tournament again this season?
Dan: We took into consideration the fact that some schools might not have been able to start on February 8th. Some have put off opening day at least a week with practices slightly ahead of that. With so
many schools starting their programs on different dates, it has been challenging for the leagues to put
their schedules together. We want the kids to have a significant number of regular season games. With so
many variables about their season schedules, we felt it would be difficult to schedule a state tournament.
On the plus side, the leagues are able to create their own post-season tournament schedules with the opportunity to build more teams and games into those tournament than usual.
The CIAC has issued a winter sports plan along with a set of considerations for rules, procedures and
protocols for teams and officials to follow. Are these requirements or suggestions?
Dan: It is our expectation that schools and officials will abide by these considerations. The boys and
girls basketball committees have already agreed to them. We realize that when it comes to what’s happening with COVID-19, circumstances can change, and nothing is written in stone. Our approach is that
we want the athletes to have a good sports experience in a safe environment. People understandably
have concerns and we put our considerations in place to ease those concerns. There is some flexibility,
but some things are absolute. For example, officials, players, coaches, bench personnel and anyone allowed in the gym for games must wear a mask. No exceptions. However, there are different types of
masks and there may be preferences for some over others. For example, there’s been a lot of discussion
about neck gaiter masks. Some schools and leagues will allow them. (continued on p. 5)
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Update From the State (cont. from p.4)
Others won’t. We know that some schools have purchased jerseys with gaiter masks. Some officials
have also purchased gaiters. With the variables as to which schools may our may not allow them, we
recommend that officials bring alternative masks to wear if gaiters are not allowed at a particular school.
Another issue is the jump ball to start a game or an extra period. A while back, the idea was floated that,
to maintain social distancing, we’d do away with the jump ball at the center circle and begin the game
with a throw-in for the visiting team at mid-court opposite the table. But it turns out that most coaches
were adamant about starting with a traditional jump ball, so both the boys and girls committees have
agreed that games will start with a jump ball.
The key factor in all of these issues and concerns is communication. As officials, you shouldn’t be put in
a position where you find out about a particular host school’s policy about gaiter masks or other protocols 10 minutes before game time. We expect that there will be communications between the A.D.s, the
opposing teams and officials about their policies and preferences well in advance of their games.
How much, if any, responsibility falls on the officials when it comes to compliance with COVID-19
safety protocols?
Dan: The Federation has made it clear that officials should not be the ones who maintain order when it
comes to COVID safety protocols. That responsibility falls to the schools and their site personnel. We
expect full compliance. What you can do is bring up the need for compliance at the coaches and captains
meeting. During the game, you can remind a player who isn’t complying that he or she must keep their
mask on. If the player refuses, then you might ask the coach to take care of it or ask the A.D. or site director to address the situation. If compliance problems persist, then communicate that to your commissioner after the game and your commissioner will discus the situation with the appropriate people. We
don’t expect a lot of non-compliance this season. We did not have a lot of problems during the fall and
we believe that will be the case for the basketball season.
Finally, while we have started a new basketball season, what if anything could change that would cause
a pause to the season?
Dan: For the season to be put on hold would take a significant step backwards with the virus to the point
at which the Department of Public Health and the Governor would call for a halt on winter sports. There
is definitely some concern over the new variants of the virus that have been detected. But for now, the
statewide numbers with regard to COVID cases, hospitalizations and positivity rates have improved notably and things seem to be getting better on a weekly basis. The experts in the field are not anticipating
any new spikes. Still, we take nothing for granted and, when in doubt, we err on the side of caution.
There may be individuals on a team who test positive and that may a lead to their team having to halt
play for a while. These potential interruptions were another reason we felt we should not have a state
tournament. If positive tests happen at a given school or on a given team, then we expect there to be full
and timely communication about it between officials’ groups and the schools involved so that appropriate contact tracing can take place as soon as possible. Meanwhile, we hope for the best and prepare for
the worst. I wish you the best of health and good luck for this season.
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Update from the State Board
Peter Gerardi, State Board President
On behalf of the Connecticut State Board of Directors I
would like to extend to you a warm welcome as we
prepare for the 2021 basketball season. It is with great
pride and enthusiasm that I prepare for you the current
state of the great game of basketball and basketball officiating in Connecticut.
First, let me say that I hope you and your family are
safe and healthy as we all try to cope with the unprecedented challenges of COVID-19. We are living in
extraordinary challenging circumstances and it’s times like this that we reflect on what is important in
life -- love, health, safety, family and friends. It has been an extremely busy and arduous off-season!
Below are some notable topics that I would like to share with you:
As you are aware, on January 14, 2021, the CIAC announced that all CIAC member high schools may
commence a basketball season starting February 8, 2021 and ending March 28, 2021. Individual high
school schedules may not exceed 12 games and shall include predominately league games within the
State of Connecticut. The maximum 20 game schedules were reduced to 12 (a 30% reduction). The postseason State Tournament has been canceled.
Many officials have opted out of this season primarily due to COVID-19 risks. Here is the verified optout data from our individual boards:
Board #6	

Board #7	

Board #8	

Board #9	

Board #10	

Board #35	


Central Board	

 	

Litchfield Board	

Eastern Board	

	

Fairfield Board	

New Haven Board	

Northeast Board	


43%
34%
34%
28%
33%
41%	


There are approximately 1,500 IAABO certified basketball officials in Connecticut. The average opt-out,
represented by the data above, is 35.5%. Statewide there are 532 officials -- or 35.5% -- who decided to
opt-out for the season. There are 968 officials (64.5%) who have accepted the challenge to officiate and
support coaches and student-athletes throughout Connecticut.
Board Executive Committees have been working tirelessly with CIAC officials to identify components
of a pragmatic comprehensive protocol to maximize the safety and welfare of all those actively involved
in the great game of basketball.
Assignment Commissioners from all 6 Boards are experiencing significant challenges when dealing with
assigning officials to games within their individual geographical areas in order to satisfy the demand of
program schedules. The reduction in schedules from 20 games per season to 12 games per season may
provide some relief in terms of the ability to fulfill program schedule assignments. (continued on p. 7)
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Update From the State Board (cont. from p.6)
Official’s availability is critical to the assignment process. The total number of officials opting-in is not
the only deciding factor for fulfilling assignments. Some of those officials are not always available due
to employment responsibilities, injury, illness, family activities, etc. Those factors reduce the number of
available officials for assignments on any given day. Assignment Commissioners will face significant
challenges to meet the demand of school program schedules, especially on extremely busy game days
such as Tuesday and Friday! It will be interesting to review and discuss the end-of-season data in April!
If you have time, and you are inclined to do so, please feel free to access the “CIAC Approved Winter
Sports Plan” by clicking on the following links: https://casci.ac/6390 for a PDF and
https://casci.ac/6391 for a Word document. Also, if available through your respective Board Interpreter,
review and maintain a working knowledge of the PowerPoint presentation, “Returning to Basketball
During COVID-19”, prepared and presented by the Connecticut IAABO Interpreters team -- Charley
Harbach, State Board Interpreter.
In closing, please know of my dedication and commitment to serve as your 2020-2021 President. On
behalf of all State Board Directors, I wish you the very best for a rewarding and successful experience
throughout the season, postseason and beyond. STAY SAFE AND REMAIN HEALTHY!

Member-to-Member Mart

THE UNDILUTED
TRUTH INIMMUNE
SUPPORT.

NON-GMO •  ONLY 20 CALORIES

Probiotics in kombuchas and
premixed drinks deteriorate
over time. But Karma’s    
patented, protective Push Cap
guarantees that our proprietary
blend of vitamins and cultures
is delivered at optimal potency.
Just another reason to
#BelieveInKarma

#1 RTD FOR IMMUNE SUPPORT
drinkKARMA.com

Available  at  Walmart,  Target,  Sam’s  Club,  CVS,  Rite  Aid  and  Price  Chopper
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Member-to-Member Mart
A medical emergency can happen anywhere, even
in a hospital. Should it happen in an environment
of medical professionals, can they handle it?
What if it happens in a non-clinical area? Do you
know proper procedure? If not, learn First Aid and
CPR. We offer courses in American Heart Association(AHA) Heartsaver CPR/AED/First
Aid, BLS Healthcare Provider, Family and Friends CPR and First Aid, Bloodborne Pathogen, CT State EMT and EMT Refresher Programs, CT EMT Practical and other courses as
well. Classes available at your site or at our new location: 57 Ozick Drive Unit G Durham
Ct 06422. Phone Lou Brockett: Office (860) 788-3953. Cell (203) 213-7775, Fax (860) 7883953. Or visit: www.asecondchancecpr.com

In Dennisport • 7/10 mile from the beach •
2 bedrooms • pullout living room couch
New kitchen • new bathroom • screened in porch • washerdryer • cable • internet access • picnic table • gas grill • $900/
week. Reduced prices on weekdays. Special low rates for
fall. Call Rich Altieri 203 248-4398 or 203 809-4318. Find out
more on line at: www.capecodaltierihome.weebly.com

Weddings, graduation parties, anniversaries, Bar
Mitzvahs. If you have a special occasion coming
up, let DJ David Daniels III provide the tunes and
entertainment. David offers a wide range of music
to suit all tastes and moods. PLUS, he’ll even
serve as your photographer. Call: 203 258-0134.
Party on!

The David Daniels III Consulting Group
Workshops, seminars, training, motivational talks in the fields of
law enforcement, security, financial planning, art and music. For
more information, call 203 258-0134, email DAVIDDANIELSIII@ME.COM or
visit : http://dd3consultinggroup.com
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COVID-19 Protocols & Considerations
The CIAC instituted protocols and considerations to help conduct games safely
for all participants. These have been
agreed to by the Boys and Girls basketball committees and have been communicated to members of all the boards in the
state. They were summarized in the slide
presentation shown at the Board 10 Zoom
meeting and in the Interpreters Bulletin
which was emailed to the membership.
The following are key points for your
reference as compiled from the documents noted above and from follow-up
communications from Board 10 Interpreter Steve Wodarski.
Arrival at the game site
Come dressed in uniform. You will not have access to a locker room, coach’s office or other private
changing room. Recommendation: Don’t wear your officiating sneakers as they may get damaged by
snow and salt. Carry them in your equipment bag. Also, wear sweat pants over your officiating pants to
similarly protect them. You can remove your sweat pants after you get to the site. Do not wear your official’s jacket.
Pregame and Postgame
The Captains and Coaches meeting will be at center court and limited to the Referee, each team’s head
coach and one captain from each team with everyone standing at least 6 feet apart. There shall be no
pregame or postgame handshakes. If starters are introduced, they may gather at center court or in front
of their bench, but there will be no handshake with the opposing coach or fist bump with the officials.
The game and all overtime periods shall begin with a jump ball.
Masks
All players, coaches, bench personnel and officials must wear masks throughout the game. No exceptions. Any official who refuses to wear a mask will not be allowed to officiate the game.
There are no color restrictions on masks. Whether gaiter masks are allowed depends on the policy of the
home school, so it is advisable to bring an alternate mask to the game and have multiple masks in case
one breaks or becomes unusable.
Mask breaks
There are :60 mandatory breaks to occur every quarter at or after the 4-minute mark. These mask breaks
are not to be used as a time-out and players should remain on the playing court. They may have water.
Substitutions are allowed during this break. If a coach requests a time out around (continued on p. 11)
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COVID-19 Protocols & Considerations (cont. from p. 10)
the same time that the mask break should occur, administer the timeout first and, upon conclusion of the
timeout, signal the mask break to the table.
NOTE: Our interpreter Steve Wodarski offers the following clarification: If time for a mask break and a
time-out request occur at roughly the same time, administer them in the order in which they occurred.
For example: A player is double teamed and has lost his or her dribble at the 3:56 mark. The coach calls
a timeout to prevent a turnover. Grant the timeout. The teams get a :30 or :60 second timeout first, then a
:60 second mask break timeout upon conclusion of the requested time out. On the other hand, if for example the ball goes out of bounds at the 3:56 mark and a mask break is about to occur, and then the
coach requests a time-out to instruct his or her players, grant the timeout but inform both teams that the
mask break comes first and then the requested timeout will follow.
Officials have the discretion to stop play at any time to address mask issues (i.e. – a ripped or
torn mask) or non-compliance. Repeated non-compliance should be reported to the Site Administrator as well as the Board Assigner and Interpreter.
Officials
Long-sleeved black shirts and gloves are permissible.
Black masks are recommended.
Electronic whistles are permissible, but should be tested to ensure quality of sound before the
game begins
Leave the visual confines of the gym at the conclusion of the game. You can re-enter and grab
your belongings afterwards
Comply with basic COVID-19 protocols (such as having your temperature taken).
DO NOT SIGN ANY WAIVERS OR LIABILITY FORMS!
In-game procedures to maintain social distancing
For throw-ins, stand at least 6 feet away from the thrower and bounce the ball to the player.
For an end-line throw-in, do not bounce the ball across the lane to the player. Set up on the
player’s side of the lane first, then bounce the ball.
When administering free throws, the Lead official shall stand on the endline and bounce the
ball to the free throw shooter.
During timeouts, coaches and teams are strongly encouraged to maintain social distancing.
30-second timeout – players must stand in the bench area and can extend out to the free throw
lane area.
60-second timeout – players can stand or sit in the bench area and can extend out to the free
throw lane area.
There are additional protocols that should be followed and administered by site administration that are not the responsibility of game officials. Nevertheless, you should be
aware of them, including the following:
Table personnel should be limited to the official score and timer. Others, such as the visiting
team scorer, may sit nearby and can check with the official scorer during timeouts and intermissions.
The game ball must be sanitized during time-outs and intermissions and should not be used
during warm-ups. Hand sanitizer should be available at table for substitutes. (cont. on p. 12)
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COVID-19 Protocols & Considerations (cont. from p. 11)
Benches should be far enough from the table to provide for social distancing. It is possible
that some schools may wish to place the benches opposite the table or even at the end lines.
Officials should take note of the bench locations and from where substitutes may be beckoned
to enter the games.
Use common sense when enforcing rules and protocols and err on the side of caution to
protect yourself and all participants.

Below is the COVID-19 monitoring form that you should save. Ignore the “player” listings at the
top, as this form is used by the schools. Answer all questions truthfully early on each game day. If
you answer YES to having any of these symptoms you should probably not work the game. If
that’s the case you should notify Buddy immediately. Beyond answering the form’s questions, if
you test positive for COVID-19 you must also notify Buddy immediately.
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“Testing testing 1, 2, 3”
A look back at the virtual 2020-21 Refresher Exam
For the first time ever, Board 10 administered the annual Refresher Exam on-line instead of at our usual
group session in the Lyman Hall cafeteria. This process change was necessitated by COVID-19 safety
precautions and restrictions. We were not permitted to hold a large in-person gathering and we did not
have access to Lyman Hall. Hence the virtual exam. How did it go? What were the results? What can we
learn from this experience when next season rolls around? We’ll answer those questions shortly. First, a
look at how the on-line test was constructed and implemented.
The Set-up
Board 10 Interpreter Steve Wodarski, Secretary/Treasurer and former
Interpreter Ray Vanacore, and Webmaster Jason Crockett held a zoom
meeting to plan out this project. A number of on-line resource options
were discussed with Google and Survey Monkey at the top of the list.
Jason told us, “Though I had used Google before, it had been quite a
while since the last time. Plus, I only had one weekend to put it together,
and with Google there is no one to call if you run into problems. So we
decided to go with Survey Monkey.”
That was a wise choice for a first-time effort. Survey Monkey offers tech
support and a modest fee structure with a number of options depending on
the frequency and volume of usage. Jason set up the quiz format, made
sure the Yes/No selections matched the numbered questions with the corresponding correct answers in the answer key and did a trial run to make
sure it worked. The exam then went live and members were given until December 14th to complete the
test and submit their answers.
Participation
Completing the Refresher Exam is mandatory for any Board 10 official who wants to work. This time
around, over 90% of our members took the on-line test. Considering that many individuals opted out of
working this season due to COVID-19 risks, the participation level was quite good.
Results
According to Steve Wodarski, this season’s exam wasn’t as difficult as in previous years. “Of the 75
questions, only 8 or so were a little tricky and the situations described in the questions were unusual. But
most of the questions were pretty straightforward,” Steve said. “All in all, it was a very fair test. I believe that any certified official should have been able to get at least 60 out of the 75 questions right.
That’s 80%.” Most did in fact get 60 or more right. However, a distressing number of officials didn’t.
Steve took it upon himself to call each of those officials directly and go over the entire exam with them
so that they would understand what they got wrong and why and would hopefully learn from that.
For a look at the questions that most people got wrong, see “Ask The Interpreter” near the end of this
newsletter. Test scores are not always an accurate barometer of an individual official’s ability and competence. But, rules knowledge – however it is measured – is an essential facet of quality officiating. As
has been said many times, you can’t properly enforce a rule you don’t know. (continued on p. 14)
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“Testing, Testing 1, 2, 3” (cont. from p. 13)
As has also been said many times, knowledge of the rules doesn’t guarantee that you will be a good official, but a lack of rules knowledge guarantees that you won’t.
Why the Refresher Exam is important
“The purpose of the test is not to get a good score,” Steve said. “The purpose is and always has been to
get into the rulebook to be better prepared for the season. When people don’t do that, you often see it on
the court in the form of a misapplication of a rule.” Unfortunately, some members did not follow the
spirit of the exam. One of the boards in our state held their exam earlier than we did and released the
correct answers before our exam deadline. A dual member shared the answer sheet with some of our
members, thereby calling into question the integrity of the test. Other members who didn’t opt out of the
season simply didn’t want to take the test. “I can’t understand that,” Steve said. “Studying the rules and
getting into discussions with your colleagues about the rules should be an enjoyable thing to do.” On the
plus side, many other members did hold virtual study group sessions and pored over the entire exam,
while having a good time doing so.
How should we conduct the Refresher Exam next season – in person or on-line?
On-line testing is in common use across the country by officiating organizations of all kinds. There are
some distinct advantages. The test presentation is consistent for all participants. On-line resources, such
as Google and others, offer numerous features and functions that make it relatively easy to collect important data from the submitted tests that can help improve our overall rules knowledge. Plus, on-line
testing is convenient, avoiding among other things, having to drive to a test site. On the other hand, inperson testing has some advantages as well. When we used to meet as a group and divide up into small
sub-groups at separate tables, we were able to have lively discussions about the test questions and the
rules that were involved in a way that you can’t do on-line.
Whether we go on line or revert to our in-person group exam session next December remains to be seen.
If COVID-19 remains a problem, we will have to continue on-line testing for health and safety reasons.
If the virus is no longer a concern, we could return to Lyman Hall for our group session. There will be a
lot of discussion as to which option if preferable. Feel free to make your opinion known to your Board
10 leadership.

Member-to-Member Mart

Get the inside scoop and all the latest information
on players, coaches, teams, conferences and
tournaments -- plus weekly rankings and exclusive stories you won’t see anywhere else -- all
season long on the Connecticut High School
Hockey Blog from Luke Devoe. Follow us on
Twitter @CTHSHockey and on the web at
www.cthshockey.blogspot.com.
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Michael J. Luzzi, Attorney at Law
For the finest legal service and representation for Auto Accidents, DWI, Real Estate, Bankruptcy, Criminal Cases, and Personal Injuries. 1172 Townshend Avenue, New Haven. Office:
203 404-5155 Cell: 203 675-9049 Fax: 203 886-1047
Email: michael@luzzilaw.com

Your ad here?
Advertise your products and services to your
fellow Board 10 officials. It’s free -- and easy.
Just send us your ad and artwork, or provide the
information, and we will create an ad for you.
Simply email us by clicking on:
Member to Member Mart
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Support legislation to address assaults on sports officials
This issue has been pending for some time. In the past, the CIAC has testified before the appropriate
committee in the state legislature in favor of such legislation, but a bill has never made it out of committee. There is now an opportunity to address this issue again. CT State Board President Pete Gerardi from
Board 35 issued a message with instructions on how you can contact the CT State Judiciary Committee
to urge support for possible legislation HB 5558 - SB 526 AN ACT CONCERNING ASSAULT UPON
A SPORTS OFFICIAL and to call for a public hearing on the legislation. Here are the key instructions:
Go on line to the CT Joint Committee on Judiciary web page by clicking on: cga.ct.gov/jud/.
Once there, click on the “Committee Membership” box. Then you will see a list of all current committee
members including the co-chairs. Click
on any individual’s name to email that
individual. The two most important
people to contact are the Co-Chairs,
Senator Winfield
at Gary.winfield@cga.ct.gov and Representative Stafstrom at steven.stafstrom@cga.ct.gov. Email the
co-chairs and legislators on the committee who represent you. They can cc as many people as they want,
but urge them to contact Emmett Riley, the Deputy House Speaker, who is on the committee. The more
who write to these people, the better it is. The main point should be to urge the committee to hold a public hearing. Not all bills are chosen for public hearing. In order to increase the chances of SB 526 getting
a hearing, contact the co-chairs and committee members as noted above. If a public hearing is held, anyone can address the hearing. Should the bill be chosen to be heard it is extremely important to testify either by Zoom or via submitted written testimony.

Your Ad Here?
Take the opportunity to advertise to your fellow officials
and everyone who reads this newsletter -- and lot of people within and outside of Board 10 do. As a fellow official,
your ad is free of charge. Just send in your ad (if you have
one) or the information you would like in the ad and we
will create an ad for you. It couldn’t be easier. Plus, you
have a captive audience for your message.
To get going on your next ad, email:
kendevoe@comcast.net

!
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President’s Message

“Let’s be careful out there”
-- Dr. Dan Davis

Now that we’re into the new season, I want
to say that I admire those of you who have elected to officiate, given the many
risks that are out there. But I also admire those of you who have opted out because of COVID-19 and have made the decision that your life and health are more important than any
game. You have every right to make that decision and do what’s best for yourself and your family. The
fact is that this virus is not yet going away, even though we are now making progress in terms of starting
to get people vaccinated. At some point, if we can get a significant enough portion of the population
vaccinated, we will achieve herd immunity. But given the currently slow rate of vaccination – in part
because supply has not kept up with demand, and in part because there are still some people unwilling to
get vaccinated – that may not happen until a year from now. In fact, it is very possible that most of you
will not have had an opportunity to get a vaccine before the basketball season is completed. Which
means that it is even more important than ever that you take every precaution and do all the things to
protect yourself from the virus that you were (hopefully) doing before the first vaccine became available
– wearing a mask, maintaining distancing, washing your hands multiple times a day – all protective
measures that have been recommended from the start. This will take some getting used to. I am a runner
and I’ve been running lately with a mask to try and build up my ability to oxygenate with a mask on. I
have also been double masking during my daily routines. Because I’ve been vaccinated and because I
work in a hospital and have had multiple potential exposures to COVID-19, my immunity has built up.
So when working games I will be wearing a single mask and I should be all right. In your case, you’re
going to have to get accustomed to running while masked. And of course if you refuse to wear a mask at
a game for whatever reason, you will not be allowed to work that game. No exceptions.
(continued on p. 18)

Commissioner’s Commentary: “Assigning and
Working in the Time of COVID-19” -- John
“Bud” Chernovetz
Forgive me for mixing my sports metaphors, but when it comes starting
the 2020-21 high school basketball season, the powers that be have been
moving the goalposts on us. When I last reported to you in this newsletter, we had been on track to start our season back on December 7th. As
you know, things changed considerably, and our start date was “officially” slated as February 8th. So, here we are with a new season (finally!). By the time you read this,
you all have your schedules and you may already have worked your first regular season game – or more.
As you look at your schedule, it may appear to be quite different from what you are used to as a result of
the fact that we are dealing with limitations and precautions in this time of the pandemic. We have had
to adapt. The goal at conference and (continued on p. 18)
!
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President’s Message (cont. from p.17)
Plus, before every game, you should look at and answer the questions on the COVID-19 Athletic Monitoring Form that you received as part of Steve Wodarski’s slide presentation at our Board 10 meeting on
January 31st and which was emailed to you separately. You may be asked these questions at the game
site. If you answered YES to any of these questions on symptoms, you might not be permitted to work
the game. Better if you notify Buddy in advance of the game as he may have to replace you on the crew.
In addition, if you are lucky enough to receive a COVID 19 vaccine, it’s possible you won’t feel particularly well for the next 24 to 48 hours after getting the second shot – certainly not well enough to officiate
a basketball game and run up and down the court. That’s to be expected. You should notify Buddy immediately if it is the case that you won’t be able to work your next assigned game during that time period, so he can assign someone to that game in your place. Keep in mind that some 33% of our members
have opted out of this season, so it’s more challenging than ever for Buddy to cover all of this year’s
games. While that difficulty is partially offset by the fact that there are fewer games than in a “normal”
season, it is still a daunting task. So please don’t make his task any harder. Also consider the fact that
you will not be permitted to use a locker room or coach’s office to shower and change after a game. So,
when you get home, put your clothes and uniform in the laundry, shower immediately, and put on a fresh
set of clothes. I do this every day after returning home from working at the hospital to protect my wife
and family. You should do the same. Once again, I respect and admire all of you – those who have chosen to work despite the risks and those of you who have opted out to protect yourself and your families.
Whether officiating or not this season, take all the recommended precautions. There’s every reason to do
so and no reason not to do so. If you recall the 80s TV show “Hill Street Blues,” each episode’s opening
would have Sgt. Phil Esterhaus (played by actor Michael Conrad), tell the assembled troops at daily roll
call, “Let’s be careful out there.” That was his mantra. We should make it ours, too.
Commissioner’s Commentary (cont. from p.17)
state levels is to hold as robust a season as possible while trying to keep players, coaches, administrators
and officials safe and sound. With that in mind, let’s look at some of the differences this season in terms
of schedules and assignments. The CIAC’s winter season protocol dictates that there be only 12 regular
season games per team, rather than the usual 20. Also, as happened a year ago, there will be no state
tournament. Plus, there will be no middle school games. The result is fewer games overall to be assigned
to you as a group. On the other hand, while there will be no state tournaments, the good news is that our
conferences will still conduct their own post-season tournaments, and this time around, all teams will
play in their conference tournaments, not just a handful at the top. The result is that there will be many
more post-season games to officiate and more of you will have post-season opportunities.
Another major difference – in an effort to protect you and limit your exposure – I have assigned you to
work with the same partner for the majority of the season. There will be some instances when you will
have a different partner or partners – especially on three-person games -- but that will be minimal. Hopefully you like your partners, because you’re going to be with them a lot. In another attempt to keep you
safe and sound, I have tried to limit your travel by assigning you games in your “neighborhood” instead
of sending you all over our coverage area. A byproduct of this approach is that you will be working the
same schools more often than usual. In some cases, you will be assigned to the same school for games
on consecutive days. (continued on p. 19)
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Commissioner’s Commentary (cont. from p.18)
There is a significant change in start times for games this season. Specifically there will be an abundance
of varsity games that will start at 3, 3:30, 4 or 4:30 PM. One reason is that, because most schools will
not allow spectators, there is no need to wait until 7 PM to accommodate parents and others who work
all day. Understandably, many of you are not available at these earlier times. This has made it more difficult for me to cover these games with officials who will not be in over their heads. On the plus side,
some of you will get varsity experience that you might not otherwise have. Also, because of limited
availability of officials for early games – I have assigned some of you to work JV/Varsity doubleheaders,
at least for girls games. One additional quirk in the scheduling is that New Haven schools will be playing some of their games on the same day and at the same location. For example, we have some CrossHillhouse-Career varsity triple headers at the Fieldhouse with games at 4, 5:30 and 7 PM. It’s possible
you might be working two games back to back in those instances.
Assigning games is always a challenge in “normal times.” During the pandemic, the challenge has been
particularly daunting. We have had a fair a number of officials opt out of this season due to the health
risks that COVID-19 presents. Some are in a more vulnerable age group. Some have medical conditions
which compromise their immune systems and increase their potential risk of infection. If you are one
who opted out, I understand completely. Whenever you are ready to come back, you will be welcome.
That said, having fewer officials to cover games makes assigning more difficult. For those of you who
are working this season, it would be a huge help for me if you were to unblock some of the dates you
blocked earlier. And if you can make yourself available for early games, that would also be a big help.
We are all heading into unchartered territory as we embark on a basketball season like no other. There is
an abundance of new protocols and procedures that officials are required to follow to keep themselves
and game participants safe. This will take some getting used to. We’re going to have to adapt. I have
confidence in your ability to do so and represent Board 10 well. Here’s hoping you have a great season
regardless of the circumstances.

Member-to-Member Mart
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NEWS & NOTES
Virtual Officials’ Night Out raises thousands for charity
Neither snow nor rain nor the gloom of night – nor the threat of COVID-19 – could prevent the New
Haven Football Officials Association (NHFOA) from holding their annual “Officials’ Night Out” fundraiser with the help of a number Board 10 officials, some of whom are also NHFOA members. Only this
time, the event had to be virtual because of COVID-19 restrictions. The headline event was a highly successful raffle.
One of the event organizers, Kevin Moffett, reports members
of both officiating organizations generously donated close to
60 raffle prizes. The raffle raised more than $7,000 for New
Haven Football Officials Charity which supports fellow officials and their families who are in times of need. Kevin said,
“Thanks to Bill Schule, Scott Kelly and their committee for
putting the event together and thanks to all the officials who
purchased tickets. Hopefully we will be back to near normal for the event in 2022.”

Another tribute to Hank
Connecticut State Board 5 has announced
that the annual IAABO State Golf Tournament will be named the Hank Luzzi Memorial Golf Tournament. Money raised at this
annual event goes to support an upcoming
IAABO conference in Connecticut. For the
time being, a fall IAABO conference is
slated for this coming September at the
Trumbull Marriott. We don’t know whether
the event will still take place because of the
pandemic. But if conditions are safe, then we can look forward to both the conference and the golf.

On the diamond
This summer, our colleague Ray Guarino will be joining the coaching staff of
the Mystic Schooners of the New England College
Baseball League (NECBL), continuing his long and
successful career in the sport. Ray has been a longtime assistant coach at Yale. If Yale has a season
this spring, it will be his 13th year with the team.
Last summer, Ray managed the New Britain Bees
of the Futures Collegiate League featuring some of
the top college players from across the country.
Brad Chernovetz was a member of his coaching
staff. The NECBL, where Ray will be coaching this
summer, is considered one of the top collegiate leagues in the U.S., attracting players from such powerhouse programs as Vanderbilt, Florida State, (continued on p. 23)
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and UCLA -- plus premier talent from colleges and universities in Connecticut and the northeast, including UCONN, Boston College, URI, Maine, Quinnipiac, Central Connecticut and the Ivy League
schools. Over 150 past and current Major League Baseball players once played in the NECBL. “This is
a step up and a great opportunity for me,” Ray said. “It’s a highly competitive league and the talent level
is outstanding.” Ray’s Mystic Schooners will play their home games at Fitch High School. The season of
about 40-plus games will begin in early June and continue through the first week of August. For scheduling details and ticket information, visit the NECBL website.

On a court of a different kind
Joe Alberti is in his 28th year on the professional tennis circuit as
an official. The slate
of tournaments was
greatly reduced because of COVID-19
concerns. Joe officiated tournaments at
Newport Beach, Dallas, Hempstead, Delray Beach and Indian
Wells, Lexington, Orlando and at the U.S.
Open in New York.
Only a third of the
normal number of officials were assigned to
the Open. Joe worked the men’s and women’s
singles and doubles championship matches.

We also have some happy
news from Cheryl Chiari
who is extremely proud of her
niece Julia Raposo. Julia is a
2020 graduate of North Haven High School where she
was captain of the golf team.
Julia now attends Gateway
College, and we wish her the
best of luck in her college career.

Job opportunity

All in the Family
Congratulations go out to Al Carfora on the
birth of granddaughter Hadley Mae Brune who
entered this world
on November 23,
2020 – at 6:30PM
to be exact. Al’s
daughter Brittany
and son-in-law
Mike Brune are
the proud parents.
As you can see
from this photo
everyone is doing
just fine.

!

We have heard from Dave Reno that he may
have an opportunity for you if you are a photographer. Dave’s new company – Xcite Automotive
– is expanding in the Northeast. They are the industry leader in automotive digital marketing.
You can see some of their handiwork at their web
site. They are looking for full and part time photographers to shoot automotive inventory at local
car dealers. If you are interested or have any
questions you can reach Dave at
dtreno33@aol.com.
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In Memoriam: Jim Doris
Our colleague Jim Doris passed away on December 23rd 2020 at the age of 88. He is survived by his
loving wife of 60 years, Ellyn, as well as four daughters, five grandchildren and numerous other family
members. After graduating high school, Jim joined the U.S. Air Force and
served as a radio operator in the Far East. Following his honorable discharge from the military, Jim attended New York State University at Albany, Hunter College, and Lehman College and then began a career with
the FAA as an air traffic controller at LaGuardia and JFK airports, among
others. We don’t know this for sure but we have to believe that such a high
pressure profession was excellent preparation for the pressures of sports
officiating. True to form, Jim became a basketball official and baseball
umpire – avocations which he pursued for quite a long time. As an official
Jim was, by design, an under-the-radar type of guy who had zero interest
in drawing attention to himself. He’d simply go to his games and get the
job done in a
quiet, unassuming and highly
professional
manner – something that his partners and game participants
appreciated. Jim had other interests that he
thoroughly enjoyed beyond family and officiating. His long-time friend and fellow Board
10 member Bob Else recalls, “Jim and I met
at one of the IAABO Board #10 basketball
meetings and sat together at all the meetings
we attended. From that day on Jim and I
shared our love of the outdoors. During our
trips we would work on our IAABO refresher test. Jim with his English Spaniel ‘Coal’ and I with my
Black Lab ‘Duke’ went all around Connecticut to hunt ring-necked pheasants and the fast-darting Quail.
Jim especially liked the migratory elusive Quail hunt. There’s a reason Jim and I were inseparable, and I
miss him.”

And finally, thanks for your condolences
Board 10 member Tom Harris informed us that his mother passed away earlier this month and sent us
the following note: “I am saddened to report that we lost my loving mother Alease Harris on February
1, 2021 after contracting the COVID-19 virus. My family and I would like to thank everyone for expressing their sincere condolences.”

If you have a personal, professional, or family accomplishment
you would like to share, click on: News & Notes
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SUMMER BASKETBALL CAMP
SLAMMA-JAMMA FUN!
For Kids Grades K-3 and 4-9
Sessions include:
9am-noon or 9am–3pm
Check the website for the
latest updates on locations

For camp locations, dates and registration forms
go to www.slamma-jamma.com

Free Shirt and Free Ball for Every Camper.
For 36 years Slamma-Jamma Basketball Camp has inspired young
athletes throughout the state of CT by teaching the fundamentals of the game,
with personalized instruction, teamwork, sportsmanship and FUN!

Art Leary
203-676-1314
CoachLeary@Slamma-Jamma.com

!

Al Carfora
203-627-8399
CoachCarfora@Slamma-Jamma.com
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Good ideas don’t grow on trees
Unless they’re from Ken Devoe at The Media Tree.

These are ideas that become results-producing, award-winning copy that
sells, motivates, entertains and, above all, communicates your message
with words that work in the media that work best for you -- print,
broadcast, and on the web.
Ken's ideas just plain work -- for clients such as GE, IBM, Johnson &
Johnson, Johnson Controls, Knights of Columbus, People's Bank, Pratt
& Whitney, Sikorsky Aircraft, United Technologies, and Yale University.
They can work for you, too.
Maybe good ideas do grow on trees after all. May we plant one for you?
THE MEDIA TREE
26 West Helen Street
Hamden, CT 06514
(203) 314-9732
kendevoe@comcast.net
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THE DOCTOR IS IN
Board 10’s Dr. Dan Davis discusses injury
prevention and treatment, as well as general health
and fitness, to help keep you on the court.

“Respect the Virus Part 3”
What you need to know about COVID-19 vaccines
There are currently three COVID-19 vaccines
available with perhaps a fourth on the way in the
near future. There is a major difference among
the current vaccines. Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are extremely effective -one reporting 94.1% efficacy and
the other 95%. Nothing is 100%,
but 95% is quite good and I’d
take it. The third vaccine -- Johnson & Johnson’s -- is reported to
be 66% effective. One might argue it’s better to have some protection rather than none at all.
But we’re talking about an efficacy difference of 30%. That is
considerable. One difference between the Pfizer and Moderna
vaccines is that the Pfizer vaccine
takes full effect about a week
sooner after the second shot than
the Moderna vaccine. Though
perhaps not a big difference, it is
something to consider. To be fair,
while J&J’s vaccine is just 66%
effective overall against the
COVID-19 virus, it is up to 89%
effective in preventing hospitalization and death. So it is possible
that if you get the J&J vaccine,
you might still be more likely to
contract the virus than if you got
one of the other vaccines, but you
probably won’t feel its most severe effects because you at least have a vaccine in your system.
In fact, you may feel no symptoms at all, as is the
case for many people who have
!

contracted and/or tested positive for the virus.
One question that has come up is whether you
will have a choice of vaccines. Probably not
The rollout of vaccines has been
less than hoped for. Demand has
far exceeded supply, so it is
highly unlikely that any vaccination site would have more than
one type of vaccine to administer
at any given time.
If you’re thinking of not getting
vaccinated, think again.
Let me be absolutely clear. You
should definitely get the vaccine
when you are eligible and have an
opportunity to make an appointment to do so. There are people –
including some of our own officials – who say: “I won’t WEAR
A MASK. It is a violation of my
rights to force me to do so.” This
is not a violation of any of your
rights. You may not think it’s important to protect yourself with a
MASK, but you have no right to
put other people at risk by not
WEARING A MASK and PROVIDING protection TO THOSE
AROUND YOU, so that you
won’t infect them. Let me put it
this way. I am a surgeon. I wear a
mask, as do all surgeons. This was
true before COVID-19 and it’s certainly true today. But, COVID or no COVID, (continued on p.
29)
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suppose you had to go in for an operation. How
would you feel if your surgeon and all the other
members of the operating crew were not masked?
Would you feel safe? I strongly doubt it. And
speaking of your rights, remember that officiating
basketball is not a right. It is a privilege that must
be earned through training, accreditation, experience and continuous improvement. Put simply. If
you go to do a game and you refuse to wear a
mask, you will not be allowed to officiate that
game. Period, no exceptions.
Variants of COVID-19 have
appeared in other countries
and since have been detected in the U.S. Here’s
what risk if any that these
variants pose.
All viruses mutate into new
versions and spread. The
key to whether a vaccine
will be effective against a
mutation of a virus depends
on how much the virus has
changed from the original.
In other words, if there is a
mutation of a mutation, then
that variant is another step
removed from the original virus and might possibly be more resistant to a vaccine. Currently
available COVID-19 vaccines appear to be effective against the known variants of the virus. If
enough people get a vaccine and develop an immunity, there is less chance of that virus finding a
new host and infecting another person who is
also immune, in which case, the virus will not be
able to survive. That’s the goal of developing
herd immunity. The South African variant appears to be more contagious – i.e., easier to
spread than other variants -- and it’s possible that
current vaccines might not work as well against
this variant as against previously detected variants. Even if that’s the case, I repeat my recommendation that you get vaccinated as this will

!
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still afford you some protection against variants
of the virus.
There are potential adverse reactions to the vaccines but severe reactions are rare.
Some people have had relatively mild reactions
to the currently available vaccines. Others may
have experienced much more severe allergic reactions. This is why vaccination centers will keep
you there 15 to 30 minutes after receiving your
shot before sending you home so that they can
take care of you and treat you if need be or even
hospitalize you if you
have a really bad reaction. The good news is
that severe adverse
reactions to the vaccines are extremely
rare. It’s quite possible
that you will feel some
short-term ill effects
from the vaccine. You
might have some pain
in the area of the shot.
You might become
fatigued or even develop some chills and
fever. In most cases,
those reactions last
only 24 to 48 hours. If
that happens, you will probably not feel well
enough to officiate a basketball game. Don’t
force the issue. Let Buddy know right away that
you don’t feel well and can’t work that day or
perhaps the next couple of days so that he can
cover those games with someone else until you
feel better.
Unfortunately it is possible to contract the
COVID-19 virus even after getting vaccinated.
No vaccine is 100% effective. Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are 95% effective. If you’re one of
the unlucky 5% who is not protected from getting
the virus, that's unfortunate. However, even if the
vaccine did not appear to fully protect you,
there’s a good chance that because you have the
vaccine in your system, you (continued on p. 30)
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won’t experience the most severe ill effects that
would lead to hospitalization or worse. So I
would advise you to get vaccinated no matter
what.
Remember that COVID-19 is a powerful and
insidious virus. Don’t let your guard down.
There have been millions of COVID cases in this
country and hundreds of thousands of deaths.
While the numbers may be starting to decline as
more people get vaccinated, it’s still not a pretty
picture. I work in a hospital and I’ve lost patients
every week, including recently an otherwise
completely healthy 24 year old woman and an
equally healthy 30 year old man. This should not
happen, but it did. It’s sad, tragic and for me extremely painful to lose any patient to this virus.
Like many of my colleagues I struggle to deal
with it. I know how I feel and I can only imagine
the pain felt by individuals and families who
have lost loved ones. There is one silver lining,
however. Because a lot of people have taken precautions to lessen their chance of getting

FEBRUARY 2021
COVID-19, they have in the process helped protect themselves from the flu virus. In the past, the
flu would claim the lives of more than 100,000
people a year in the U.S. Today, that number is
miniscule. The bottom line is that COVID-19
remains a significant threat to your well being. As
I’ve said in past articles, people may be tired of
the virus but the virus is not tired of people. Continue to take all the recommended precautions
(masks, social distancing, hand washing) whether
you have been vaccinated or not and whether
you’re going to be on the court this season or not.
If you are officiating, be sure to follow all the
protocols, procedures and precautions issued by
the CIAC and accepted by our officiating organization. Let’s do our best to protect ourselves and
our families as well as the players, coaches, administrators and spectators (if allowed) at the
games we work. It is absolutely the right thing to
do. [photos from Reuters and AP]
Got a health and fitness question for Dr. Dan?
Email it by clicking here: Ask Doctor Dan

Member-to-Member Mart
Looking for work? Know someone who is? Find fast, effective placement through Best Temps, Inc. Best Temps is Connecticut’s leading provider of temp-to-permanent employment in the technical and clerical fields, as well as in light industrial, manufacturing, and IT. Find out where the opportunities are and seize them today. Call John Ramos at Best
Temps: (203) 878-7762. Email: JRBESTTEMPS@YAHOO.COM
or visit: http://besttemps.com to learn about available job opportunities, including these:

Administrative asst.//bright energetic with good
communication skills desire, must have strong
computer skills, power point, word, etc.
CDL a drivers// tractor trailer drivers/
Recruiter/ must have strong telephone skills/ lots of energy
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From the Lighter Side

Can you identify these mysterious masked men?
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Dave Sell - Realtor
(203) 589-5554
david.sell@cbmoves.com
Contact me for all your Real Estate needs

Coldwell Banker Realty
236 Boston Post Rd-Orange, CT 06477
Licensed in CT

Support your fellow officials
who advertise in this newsletter
Because of businesses being shut down during the COVID-19
pandemic, many of your colleagues have lost their jobs either permanently or temporarily. Others who own and run
small businesses or provide professional services have been
forced to close or severely curtail their operations. Still others who are self employed, temps or contract workers have
little or no current means of earning income. If you need the
products or services these colleagues offer but are paying
other people and companies for those products and services,
please consider instead purchasing from or hiring your fellow
officials. They are good at what they do. Many of them are
hurting financially. Do yourself a favor while helping your
colleagues at the same time. You will be doing a great thing.
Go through this newsletter and give the ads another look.
Then contact your fellow officials who advertise and give
them your business. You may be saving them financially during this time of crisis. Thank you.
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Special Feature: “Life in the Bubble”
What it was like to work the table at a multi-team/multi-day college basketball event at Mohegan Sun

We’ve all heard the term “bubble” as in the case of the NBA and WNBA who played all their games and
housed their players, coaches and staffs at a single location to provide protection from potential exposure to the COVID-19 virus.
Well, college basketball also had to make adjustments to their schedules, travel plans and venues due to
COVID-19. One example is “Bubbleville” – a joint venture of the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of
Fame and the Gazelle Group. Originally, they had to cancel some of their early season tournaments. So
they worked out an agreement to hold a multi-team event featuring upwards of 40 men’s and women’s
college basketball teams from across the country with all games to be played at the Mohegan Sun arena
and all players and team personnel to stay at the Mohegan Sun hotel. They even set up full size courts in
the convention center for the teams to practice. The event ran from November 25th to December 5th.
Not only did teams live and work in the Bubble, so did officials who were brought in for games on a revolving basis. In addition, table and game management personnel stayed and worked in the Bubble –
including our colleague Steve Kirck. Steve is part of Dave Boland’s Timing is Everything organization,
which provides well trained and highly professional clock operators, scorekeepers and other game management personnel to major college conferences in a variety of sports.
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Steve and his colleagues stayed at Mohegan Sun for the duration of the nearly two week event. He
worked a total of twenty-one games – twenty as the shot clock operator and one as the game clock operator. On any given day, he might have anywhere from one to four games.
The actual schedule was a moving target. “We had to be flexible because the schedule changed from day
to day as to which teams were coming or not,” Steve said. “Some teams had to cancel because of a
player or coach who tested positive for the virus, and the event organizers had to pull in other teams to
fill in.” For example, UCONN was supposed to play North Carolina State on the final day, but someone
at NC State tested positive so that game was cancelled. Villanova was only slated for one game but
ended up playing three to
fill slots vacated by
teams that had to cancel.
It was quite the juggling
act.
Health and safety were
the highest priority at
Bubbleville. All players
were masked except
when on the floor.
Coaches, players and
staff were also masked,
as were officials and table personnel. Steve was
tested four times for the
virus. When not in the
arena for a game, he and
his colleagues were confined to their hotel rooms
– only one person to a
room. There were a few
exceptions. “Meals were
available at a designated
area and we were allowed to go to the convention center where we could get some exercise, unless a team was practicing there.” Steve said. “Otherwise we couldn’t visit any of the Mohegan Sun’s restaurants, shops, or gambling areas. And we
couldn’t interact with the general public. I didn’t get any fresh air for eleven days. Sometimes it was
pretty boring.”
For the most part, though, Steve says that life in Bubbleville was very enjoyable. “Doing the games was
fun. So was getting to see teams you don’t normally see in this area – like Virginia Tech, Brigham
Young, and Southern Cal. The organizers did a great job with health and safety precautions. I never felt
nervous about being there. And the Mohegan Sun was the perfect site for this kind of event. They had
everything you’d want or need – rooms, food, the arena, practice courts – all in one place.”
The Big East Women’s NCAA tournament will be held at the Mohegan Sun in March. Timing is Everything has been hired to work the tournament. If it turns out to be another Bubble event, Steve will be
more than happy once again to experience “Life in the Bubble."
!
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ASK THE
INTERPRETER
With
Steve Wodarski,
Board 10
Interpreter
We asked Steve which questions on the 2020-21 Refresher Exam were missed by the most officials. Here
is his answer.

Most missed: #22.
33% of our test takers got this one wrong
A-1’s throw-in pass becomes wedged between
the ring and the backboard. The official puts the
ball in play using the alternating possession
procedure. Is the official correct?
Correct answer: NO.
Rule Reference: 9-2-8.
Comment: Team A has committed a throw-in
violation, so the ball will be awarded to Team B
at the throw-in spot. This situation should not be
confused with what happens when, during live
action, a shot attempt or pass gets lodged
between the ring and the backboard. In those
situations, the ball is awarded to the team entitled
to the next the alternating possession. 4-3-d.
2nd most missed question: #72.
27% got this one wrong
A-5 taps the jump ball toward the sideline. A-1
steps on the sideline and then catches the ball.
The official awards the ball to Team B and has
the scorer set the alternating possession arrow
in the direction of Team B’s basket. Is the
official correct?
Correct answer: NO.
Rule reference: 6-4-1.
Comment: When A-1 caught the tapped jump
ball while standing out of bounds, A-1 committed
!
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a violation. Team control and possession arrow
direction had not yet been established. Therefore,
Team B is awarded the ball at the spot of the
violation and gets the first possession. The arrow
is set in Team A’s direction.
3rd most missed question: A 4-way tie among
#45, #48, #61 and #63.
20% got these questions wrong
#45: During the jump ball to start the game, A-2
fouls B-2 before the tossing official releases the
ball. The official rules an intentional personal
foul against A-2. Is the official correct?
Correct answer: NO.
Rule reference: 6-1-2a, 4-19-1.
Comment: On a jump ball, the ball does not
become live until the tossing official releases the
ball. The foul committed by A-2 happened before
the toss, so the ball was dead. Therefore it is a
technical foul, not an intentional personal foul.
#48: On a try by A-1, the ball is bouncing
directly above the ring when B-1 touches the
net. The official rules basket interference. Is the
official correct?
Correct answer: NO.
Rule reference: 4-6-2.
Comment: For this to be basket interference, the
player would have had to touch the ball while the
ball was in the imaginary cylinder. In this case,
the player touched the net, not the ball.
#61: A-1 is dribbling the ball in the frontcourt
near the division line when B-1 bats the ball
into the air. A-1 jumps from his frontcourt and
catches the ball while in the air and then lands
in the backcourt. The official rules a legal play.
Is the official correct?
Correct answer: NO.
Rule reference: 4-12-3, 4-35-3, 4-36-2b, 9-9-1.
Comment: An airborne player’s frontcourt or
backcourt status is determined by where the
player was last in contact with the floor. Player
A-1 had frontcourt status when he jumped from
the frontcourt and caught the batted ball while the
was in the air. Batting of the ball by B-1 did not
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change team control. Therefore, Team A was in
control, A-1 was the last player to touch the ball
in the frontcourt. When he landed in the
backcourt he violated.

Rule reference: 5-6-2.
Comment: The batting of the ball by B-5 was not
a legitimate try for goal. Therefore there is no
goal.

#63: A-1’s try with a few seconds on the clock is
unsuccessful. During rebounding action, B-5
bats the ball into the air to keep it away from
A-5. While the ball is in the air, the horn sounds
ending the quarter. The ball then passes the
through the basket. The official rules no goal. Is
the official correct?
Correct answer: YES.

If you have a rules question, email it to:
Ask The Interpreter

FINAL REMINDER

This is an extraordinary season because the COVID-19 virus has upended most
aspects of life – including high school sports and the profession of officiating
during the pandemic. The season schedule has been reworked in an attempt to
ensure that the schools, players, coaches and all participants can have a full
sports experience in an environment that is as safe as possible. 33% of our
members have opted out of the season for health and safety reasons. Assigning a
smaller group officials to cover all the games scheduled is unusually difficult.
Changes to game dates and game times, as well as cancellations are happening
on a daily basis. It is therefore imperative that you do your part to help. Confirm
and accept your assignments and any changes in those assignments in a timely
manner. Check Arbiter and your emails multiple times a day. If you have an
emergency, including a COVID-19 issue such as exposure to someone who has
tested positive, or yourself testing positive, or if you have any of the COVID-19
symptoms, notify Buddy immediately so he can cover games you won’t be able
to work. And make sure your contact information in Arbiter is correct. If your
information changes, make the changes in your Arbiter Profile. Finally, take all the
recommended precautions to minimize your susceptibility to the COVID-19
virus. Let’s all be safe, careful and conscientious this season.

!
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Member-to-Member Mart

Aunt Chilada’s, voted New Haven’s Best Mexican Restaurant, is the perfect place for food, fun,
entertainment and parties for any occasion. We’re open 7 days a week for take-out, curbside
delivery, and indoor dining. We’ll even cater and deliver to your home or office. We’re at 3931
Whitney Ave., Hamden. Call (203) 230-4640.
Charlie Hague, proprietor

!
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Calendar

Any remaining Board 10 meetings this
season will be Zoom meetings.
Dates and times are yet to be determined.
You will be notified when the meetings are
scheduled.

Helpful Links
Bd 10.COMmuniqué is an interactive, electronic document. Wherever you see text highlighted in
blue, bold, underlined type, that is a hot link to either an email address or a web page. Simply click
on that link to submit ideas and questions, or to get more information. Here are some helpful links:
• Board 10 Website	

• Ask Doctor Dan
• News & Notes	

• Ask The Interpreter	

• CIAC Officials’ Association • ArbiterSports
• Women’s Coordinating Committee	

 • Knowledge Bank"
• IAABO
• Member to Member Mart • Len on the Law!
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