
Historical Analysis Activity written by Rebecca Richardson, Allen High School,  
using the 2012 College Board Framework for A.P. U.S. History, adaptations of thesis formula created by  John P. Irish, Carrol High School, and Past Free Response Scoring Guidelines  

Name:_______________________________________________________________  Class Period:____                                     Unit 3, Period 4 

 

HISTORICAL CAUSATION AND ARGUMENTATION…The Second Great Awakening & Reforms 

 

Skill 1: Historical Causation (cause and effect/impact) 

Historical thinking involves the ability to identify, analyze, and evaluate the relationships among multiple historical causes and effects, distinguishing between those that are long-

term and proximate, and among coincidence, causation, and correlation. 

Proficient students should be able to … 
• Compare causes and/or effects, including between short-term and long-term effects.  

• Analyze and evaluate the interaction of multiple causes and/or effects.  

•     Assess historical contingency by distinguishing among coincidence, causation, and correlation, as well as critiquing existing interpretations of cause and effect.  
 

Skill 6: Historical Argumentation 
Historical thinking involves the ability to define and frame a question about the past and to address that question through the construction of an argument. A plausible and 

persuasive argument requires a clear, comprehensive, and analytical thesis, supported by relevant historical evidence — not simply evidence that supports a preferred or 

preconceived position. In addition, argumentation involves the capacity to describe, analyze, and evaluate the arguments of others in light of available evidence.  

Proficient students should be able to … 

 Analyze commonly accepted historical arguments and explain how an argument has been constructed from historical evidence.  

 Construct convincing interpretations through analysis of disparate, relevant historical evidence.  

 Evaluate and synthesize conflicting historical evidence to construct persuasive historical arguments.  

 
 

Prompt:  Evaluate the causes and effects of the Second Great Awakening. To what extent were the effects revolutionary? 
 

1. What is the purpose of your essay?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Explain how you will ATFP. 

 

 

 

 

3. What does “revolutionary” mean?  How will you address it? 
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HISTORICAL CAUSATION … The Second Great Awakening 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Using your thesis formula, write your thesis below. Don’t forget to ATFP!  

X = least important cause with an explanation why (include at least one specific piece of evidence in your explanation) 

A, B, C = most important cause (A), cultural effects (B), religious effects (C) 

Y = your assertion statement including the extent to which the effects were revolutionary 

 

  

CAUSES OF THE SECOND GREAT 
AWAKENING 

 
 

RELIGIOUS EFFECTS: 
CULTURAL EFFECTS: 
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HISTORICAL CAUSATION #2… impact of REFORMS on EXPANDING DEMOCRATIC IDEALS 
 

Prompt:  Evaluate the extent to which Jackson Era  [“Jacksonian Democracy”] reform movements expanded democratic ideals. 

1.  What is your purpose? What are your parameters? 

 
 
 

2.  Other than reform movements, what other forces expanded Democratic ideals during this time period? 
 

 

 

3.   How did reform movements impact democratic ideals? Review the reform movements below (potential evidence for your essay) and explain how each impacted (or not) democratic ideals.  
      Add additional evidence to each reform movement. 
 

Reform Movements Impact on Democratic Ideals (how and to what extent) 
 
Women’s Movement 
 Cult of Domesticity, Susan B. Anthony, Lucretia Mott, Margaret Fuller – The 
Dial, Declaration of Sentiments, Seneca Falls, Soujourner Truth – Aint I a 
Woman? 
 

 

 
Temperance 
Temperance Societies, Temperance legislation, T.S. Arthur - Ten Nights in a 
Bar Room and What I Saw There, Neal Dow, Maine Laws 
 

 

 
Abolition 
William Lloyd Garrison - The Liberator, American Anti-Slavery Society, 
Lyman Beecher, Lewis and Arthur Tappan, Theodore Dwight Weld, Wendell 
Phillips, David Walker – Appeal to the Colored Citizens of the World (1829), 
Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass, Sarah and Angelina Grimke, American 
Colonization Society, Harriet Beecher Stowe – Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
 

 

 
Religion 
Deism, Unitarianism, Baptist, Methodist, Mormons, Second Great 
Awakening, Evangelicalism, Peter Cartwright, Francis Asbury, Burned Over 
District, Joseph Smith, Brigham Young, Camp Meetings, William Miller – 
Millerites – Adventists 
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Reform Movements Impact on Democratic Ideals (how and to what extent) 
 
Utopianism 
Enlightened Rationalism, Romanticism, Transcendentalism, Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Robert Owen, Oneida, New Harmony, 
Shakers 
 

 

 
Immigration 
Nativism, Irish Immigration, Great Potato Famine, German Immigration, Anti-
Catholicism, Know Nothing Party (American Party) 
 

 

 
Education 
Public School Movement, Horace Mann, Women’s Education, Troy 
Seminary – Emma Willard, Mount Holyoke, Oberlin College, Curriculum 
Development 
 

 

 
Prisons and Mental Facilities 
Dorothea Dix – Mental Asylums, Eastern State Penitentiary (Pennsylvania 
System), Auburn System 
 

 

 
 

4.   What impacted democratic ideals more, reforms or the other forces? How will this impact your essay and thesis? 
 

 

 
 

5. Using your thesis formula, write your thesis in the space below. Make sure to ATFP! 

X = your opposing view with an explanation why (include at least one specific piece of evidence in your explanation)  

A, B, C = most important effects of reforms broken up into organizational categories 

Y = your assertion statement including the extent to which the effects were revolutionary 
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6. Analyze each document. Annotate in the space provided. Your annotation should include any inference that could be used in your essay to help you defend your thesis.  

Identify the theme/category (your ABC paragraph themes) for each piece of evidence, and contextualize as well. (Think HIPP) The first one has been completed for you. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Theme: Culture or political participation 
 
Context of Reform: Prison Reform… evidence of impact of Second Great 
Awakening… Instead of punishing teens, teach them about religion 
(Christianity as solution to immoral behavior) and teach them skill (so they 
can work and be productive). 
 
Supporting Y: Impact on democracy-Protect and teach youth, increase 
population of good citizenry. 
 
 
 
Theme:  
 
Context of Reform:  
 
Supporting Y: 
 
 
 
Theme:  
 
 
 
Context of Reform:  
 
 
Supporting Y: 
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Theme:  
 
 

Context of Reform:  
 
 

Supporting Y:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Theme:  
 
 
 
Context of Reform:  
 
 
 
 
Supporting Y: 
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NOTES:  

- When incorporating document analysis into your evidence list and essay… you must have BOTH outside evidence (not found in the document) as well as your inferences from 

the documents.  

- You must contextualize each document if you want to get a top score. 

Theme:  
 
 
Context of Reform:  
 
 
Supporting Y:  
 
 
 
 
Theme:  
 
 
Context of Reform:  
 
 
Supporting Y: 
 
 
 
 
Theme:  
 
 
Context of Reform:  
 
 
Supporting Y: 
 


