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proveced coumesy of the Hong Kong

A1l wmans

There is no other city quite like it. Hong Kong is a land of ceaseless motion, an eruption of sights and sounds and smells
and tastes that tantalizes the senses and caprures the imagination forever. United Airlines, now with nonstop service

from New York's JFK International, joins United Vacations as vour guide to this intoxicating and eclectic City of Life.

by Dara O'Brien

n Chinese, Hong Kong means “Fr

Harbar,” and it has long been one of
worlds most alluring pars of call. The ci
is as much a passion as it is a place; a heady
blend of serene beaury, man -made wonders,
and ur:nl.zgi.:u:. EnETgy that some have
found impossible to leave behind, Owver the

years, many who came for the experience of

Hong Kong huve stayed o bocome a pare of i

The city is a dynamic fusion of its wildly
eclectic heritage, weaving elements of East
and West . . . .||||,|_ ._1|-. }:-:si"-h in berween. Irs
architecrural landscape leaves you breath
less. A simple walking wur of Hong Kong
[sland transports the traveller between the
centuries, from the L.i.[f."h Chinese |1l.|'il:-.1g:.'.
[a) '-l-\.|.l_'",'||'|- |_||||_-:|_'r I{"[i‘.ll rI.I:I.'. Ln] ;r\- Prcscne-
day puise as a high-tech financial center,
Skyserapers surge upward amidst starely
colonial  structares  and  centurics-old
temples, Ancique trams rumble past the
vaulting elegance of the Bank of China
Tower. The mid-nineweenth-cenmry Man
Mu .I,Ii.‘l'l'l}'lli,‘ 15 f '\ll!ﬂl".l.'lh l:|1:'|'nﬁ. trom r|1«.- Tl.'l.l

Edwardian

Market, an

structure :hi:::l'\' ]'Ik'l."‘- LEp

brick “Western
ormed Nt an

intimate enclave of shops and restaurants.

Hong  Kongs  Bridsh  heritage &
ingrained throughour the ciry |lng|i=.|1 5
widely spoken, and fashions, Food, ars, and

entertainment all bear witness o Western

influences, Residents still pause for a spor of

tea each afternoon {although even with this
Ill,.,.\|l:_l|'| I:II-\'||:|;I_|I_\':'¢. II':_' r'.I||.|| II.-'I:I ol Il'..‘-[]]'l!_':i'l"i:'

Chinese flavor), Even the p-:|§1'.||:1= atrach-

ment o the “sport of kings” at race tracks |
Happy Valley and Sha Tin speaks o Hong
Kong's rich British past.

A stoll through Heng Kong Island’s
Ceneral districe reveals colonial gems such as
the one-hundred-year-old red brick French
Mission Euitd;ng. with irs i.il’!l'||‘:|r.' green
shurters and wrought-iron details, and the
beautiful Gothic St. Johns Cathedral.
From chere ifs an easy stroll cast w
Causeway Bay for the shooring of the Noon
Day Gun, a throwback o the celebrared

puesuit of “Mad Dogs and Englishmen,”

But firse and faremasr. Hong Kong is a
! £

Chinese ciry. Iis starus as a Crown Colony
never  diminished s Easterm  rooes.
Cantonese co-exists with English as the
afficial lainguage, and Chinese custoems and
[r.a,\'_l.-lr:(:l:'l‘i are ‘.l‘i{ll"l.\' I.:llj‘-l.""u'l'.'l.{.

Markets like Tai Mo gell fresh fish and
procluce in much the same manner of gen-
erations past. Stavely ancestral halls like
Tang Chung Ling and Tai Fu Tai reflect
the lifestyle of the bygone Chinese aristocracy:
The cig’s 260 outlying islands are the
Hong Kongs living
hericage. The largest is Lantan, a land of
beauriful mounmains and great beaches with
plenty of
Fishing villages, including Tai O and Tung
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open space. Poscard  pertect

Ciﬂung. dot the island’s shoreline. Lantaii 15
also the home of the exrraordinary gant
Buaddha, a cwo-hundred-von bronze starue
perched atop the mouneainside monastic
retrear of Po Lin {and visible all the way
from Macau on a clear day].

Po Lin 83 Jusl g of many ot the

monuments and temples thae reflect Hong

Kongs venerable spirimual rradidions. The



Chi Lin Munnery is a stunning replica of a
Tang Dwnasty Buddhist cemple, Built from
nawral nxarerials. all aspecrs of ios seven linked
halls and temples are in perfect balanee,
Many diverse museums offer deep
insights inte Hong Kong's spiritual, culneeal,
and artistic rraditdons. The newly opened
Hong Kong Heritage Musenm, the largest
institution of s kind in Hong Kong, is an
excellent point of reference. The musewam’

permanent gilleries are buile around a series
of coureyards, in the syle of a Chinese
palace of long ago: themed exhibies such as

Prehistoric Life, Village Life, British Rule,
Cantonese Opera, and more are feaired
Bur it may well be wue thar the best
example of Hong Kongs muliificered
herirage can bhe gleaned through its people,

Travellers can gather insights through an
informal nerwork of citizen ambassadors
who are cager tw share whar they lerow
about their city and ies customs, Enlisted by
the Hong Kong Tourism Board as part of s
“Meet the People” program, thess local
experts offer an insider’s view of the ity
Chie of the preéminent sources on Hong
Kong's lively folklore is 8, J. Chan, aucher
of “Traditional Chinese Festivals and Local
Celebrations” (Win Li Book Co.). His free
weekly lectures (Mondays, 10 am] ar the
sunning Tin Hau Temple on Hong Kong
liland’s Neorth Point shine a light on the
city’s maritme legacy. Tin Hau, goddess of
the sea, is a revered presence and figures
pronsicently in the culoural and spirinel life,
The ultimare celebration of Hong Kongs
rich colteral heritage can be found in s
many  annual  festivals—including  the
delightful Bun Festival on tny Cheung
Chau Island. One of its greatest boasters is
Lai Kim. owner of the Cheung Chaun
Windsurfing Centre and Ourdoor Café,
which overlooks the island’s gracious
Mediterranean-style porr. Every Sarurday ar
11 and, he draws visitors for his discussion of
the island and is landmark event, which has
been cebebrated every summer sinee 1777,
Compact, compelling, chaotic, and
diverse, its ambienc heritage makes Hong
Kong a cty best enjoyed on Foeot, There i
na berter way to experience the contrasting

cityscape of Hong Bong [sland; the bright,
lsri:mning strects of Kowloon: the green
hills and  simple villages of the New
Territories; ar the open, unspoiled rereain of
its ourlying iskands. Hong Kong s a city t
savor, & place with a diverse herirage chat
unites wavellers in appreciation of s
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Far more information about visiting
Hong Kong, call the Hong Kong
Tourism Board at (800) 282-4582
and mantion cade NY4, or visit
www.DiscoverHongHong.com.

* Mow Fly Marstop from Mew York on Unibed Addines,
This mew service B inoaddition ta United  Alrdines’
existing norstop Hong Kang FAights frem Chicage,
San Fancsco, and Los Angeles United has taken
ntermational travel to a whole mew level with
enhanced seating in all three classes of service. Enjoy
the unsurpassed fuawny of United First Suite #, There s
twerty per cent more persanal space in the redesigried
Business Class. plus additional legroam in United
Eeonamy Pluss Whereder your fravel takes you,
prepare to sil back, Streteh out, and  espericnce
the highest standard of comfert in the aic
For mare information, call United Airlines at
[BOO} 53B-2929, or visit www.united.com
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s A Week to Remember with United Wacations.
Starting at $1,175, United Vacations offers an excel-
ent introcluction to the peaple and placss of Horg
tong Our package neludes rourd-trip siffare from New
York, fror  mghts’ accammodation,  round-trip
airporthotel transfers, a half-day island tow, a half-day
narbor cnaise, &l service chames and hilel taxes, and
5,000 Mileage Plus® Baorus Miles per person. Experience
morning tai-chi, the andent practice af Fung-shui, ard
maore. Visit the marmy Hong Eong st and cultwral
mstitutions with a free museum pass. For more
information and details, call United Vacations at
(BD0] 917-9246 and meation code NYT1, or wist
wwn Univedvacations—HongKong.com.
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# The Grest Eagle Hotel Opens Hong Karg's First Real
Mew York Dell. Hong Eong will get an authentic taste of
Blew “ork in April when the Great Eagle Hatel, the
citys finest independent five-star botel, opezns its
Main Street Defi. nspired by New York's famous
Capandd Svernee Deli, Bain Steet Dell features traditional

favorites such s pastrami on rye, hot comed beef, bagels,
galack, and chacken soup with matzo balk, Execotive Chef
flan fu tramed (o New York with Second feenue Delfi
owmer Jack Leewahl, 5o he knows 8 thing or two about
the discriminating Mew Yort palate. Call the Grest Eaglt
Hotel at (B52) 2375=1133 and mention code GEH,
ar visit wagehotel.com,
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