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The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration

Countdown to Renovation
of Memorial Hall
We are now steps away from the official
beginning of the renovation of Memorial
Hall. The Bishop has given us his blessing, and the Standing Committee of the
Diocese has consented to encumbering
the Church property (obtaining a loan) to
move ahead with our renovation plans.

Artist rendering of the renovated
Memorial Hall

On Tuesday, August 23rd, the Vestry met
with Mark Lancaster and Joe Hines of Lancaster Craftsman Builders, our chosen contractor, to hear a presentation of final proposed plans and costs for
renovation. The Vestry will meet again to discuss the presentation and make a
final decision so that an agreement may be signed and the process of renovation begun.
We have made arrangements with a local bank for a loan and have received
preliminary approval. After agreeing to the final costs and plans which have
been presented by Lancaster Craftsman Builders, we can then provide the
bank with the approved plans and an executed contract and make formal application for, and ultimately go to closing on a loan.
Once we have signed the agreement with Lancaster Builders, permits will be
obtained by the builder, Memorial Hall will be emptied and renovation will
begin. Arrangements have been underway to find alternative meeting space
for the groups which currently use the building since the whole renovation process can take at least three to four months.
Our hopes for the future of Memorial Hall which were expressed by Vestry
members at a Retreat Meeting and by the Congregation at our Cottage Meetings are about to come to fruition. We have been persistent and patient, and
can be thankful for both the will and the means to renew Memorial Hall.

Janet Roberts, Senior Warden
Did we miss your birthday
or anniversary?
Please call the
Parish Office.

For more about the renovation plans turn to p. 3

PAGE 2

THE MOUNTAIN HERALD

SEPTEMBER 2016

Dear Friends in Christ,

From the
Rector’s
Desk

The Greek philosopher Socrates famously declared, “The unexamined life is not worth living.” In his view, simply accepting things as
they are, receiving uncritically what we are taught, failing to explore deeper truths and discover higher goals does not constitute a fully-lived human
experience.
I’ve often wondered if the same can’t also be said of our spiritual
and religious lives. Perhaps an unexamined faith is not worth believing?
We know how easy it is to become lax or indifferent or lukewarm on matters pertaining to God. And we know how easy it is to neglect the prayerful study, careful reflection, and daily, devoted, personal witness that must
go into keeping our faith in Christ active and meaningful, into making it
something “worth believing.”
The good news is, there are ways, by grace, to repair this neglect,
and to enliven what has become cold and rote. The road to a more examined faith begins, I think, with asking ourselves three related questions:
What do I believe, Why do I believe it, and How do I intend to live it? The
first speaks to knowledge; the second to understanding; and the third to
ministry.
Keeping these questions in mind, and with the desire to know and
love God in Christ more fully, I invite you to join me on the journey called
Confirmation, starting later this month. A sacrament of the Church, Confirmation honors a mature commitment to an examined faith, a faith first
gifted to us in Baptism. Customarily it has been a “right of passage” for
teenage believers; but it can be entered into and celebrated by any adult
Christian at any time in life. Those who have already been confirmed in
the Episcopal Church may have their baptismal promises Reaffirmed; and
those who were confirmed in the Roman Catholic or Orthodox tradition
may be Received into the “fellowship of this Communion.” Whatever path
one chooses (or that is appropriate), seeking Confirmation is part of a personal calling, a way to strengthen and enrich us, a way of preparing us to
meet the challenges of love in a daunting world.
More information about our Confirmation program this fall-including a description of the classes, texts and materials, and scheduled
meeting times--will be offered in the next two weeks (please check your
email and see the Sunday bulletin!). In the meantime, pray for wisdom
and guidance in a spirit of discernment. You may feel called to have your
faith reaffirmed through this sacrament, or you may choose to sponsor
and encourage another in his or her own calling.
Living an examined faith--a faith of intellectual and moral integrity,
a faith of common purpose, healed relationships, and shared joy--is possible, as are all things, “with God’s help.” So our Baptismal Covenant confidently assumes. All God asks of us is that we acknowledge that hope with
the words, and the pledge, “I will.”
Many blessings

Fr. Gordon+
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Here’s a brief rundown of some of the major changes coming to
Memorial Hall
Re-vamped and upgraded stairs, front and back.
 Electric and plumbing updated and code compliant.
 Covered entryway.
Main Floor
 No more “stage” or red carpet.
 Handicap accessible bathroom.
 “Loft” will be enlarged and made into a Reading
Room or Small Meeting area.
 Improved Food Prep area.
 Enlarged windows, front and back only (side
windows remain.)
Lower Level






Artist renderings of the Memorial Hall main floor.

Open space.
Renovated Warming Kitchen.
Handicap accessible bathrooms.

Still being considered is the possibility of an elevator or
lift to allow easier access between floors.

Not visible behind the doors is an accessible
bathroom and possible elevator.

Memorial Hall Building Fund
Remember being told “it takes a village” to raise a child? In our case it
takes a parish community to renovate Memorial Hall. We have a contractor, we have plans, we have a budget...and that means we will have a
loan to pay off. Your contributions will help.
Jim Hubbard has agreed to chair the Memorial Hall Building Fund committee and will be sharing more information with you in the coming
weeks.

No, money doesn’t grow on
trees - your help is needed.

In addition to your own personal contribution, you can look forward to a variety of fund raising activities and events.
Do you have a suggestion for an event? Share it with Jim, or better yet, consider becoming a part of the committee and help plan
ways to build our community while we build Memorial Hall.
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Ladies' Lunch

Women’s Dinner

COTT Ladies' Lunch will resume on Tuesday,
September 20 at noon as usual in Memorial Hall.
Linda Galloway will provide soup and Susan
Wirths will bring dessert. All COTT women and
friends are invited to join us for casual conversation and planning for change while Memorial Hall
is renovated. Please contact Linda Galloway
(301-371-6326) or Susan Wirths (301-6444274).

Ladies, the Women’s Dinner needs your help. If
you have enjoyed these monthly dinners and
would like them to continue, please consider volunteering to organize one or two dinners each
year. It’s not a difficult job – just pick a location,
get the info out, and take the count in case a
reservation is required. Contact Marusia Zearfoss
for more information.

OUTREACH NEWS
The Outreach Committee met on August 8 and decided to make the
following donations:
1. Proceeds from the produce fundraiser will be sent to SHIP in support of their on-going work to help homeless students in Frederick
County schools. Please continue your support of the produce fundraiser so another worthy organization can receive financial support
for their mission.
2. SOAR, Supporting Older Adults through Resources, was granted
$1000 to continue their work to support vulnerable senior citizens in Frederick County and help them meet basic needs like medication, food and
transportation to medical appointments.
3. The Healthy Families program at the Mental Health Association received
$1000 to support their efforts to educate vulnerable families of very young
children and maintain the program trend of 0 referrals to Child Protective
Services among their client families.
Shown here are four of the families who benefitted from the program, and
excerpts from a thank you letter written by Anne Soule, Director, Family
Support Services follow.
On behalf of the Mental Health Association, thank you once again the support you provided this past year for the Healthy Families Frederick program. The HFF staff and participants celebrated the graduation of five children from the program. That means a family let one of our home visitors
enter their home on a weekly basis for the last five years. Due to the stability of our staff, four of those had the same home visitor for all five years.
This is truly a remarkable accomplishment. Each of those five children received a backpack with school supplies and a small back-to-school shopping gift certificate at a ceremony.
The program served 60 children for the year and we are very happy to report another year with zero involvement with child protective services.
Again, this is no small feat due to the very high risk population we serve.
We could not do this without the support of individuals and organizations
such as COTT.
This is a voluntary, no cost program for first time parents who are assessed
as being most at risk for child maltreatment. Our staff works closely with
the hospital and various partners throughout the community to identify and
assess women either pregnant or just having given birth for the first time.
Our program targets include: the children in our program being 100% current with their immunizations, attending all well baby visits, zero involvement with Child Protective Services and being school-ready by age five.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

2

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

SATURDAY
3

8:30p AA

4

5

Healing - both services
9:00a Christian Ed

LABOR DAY
OFFICE CLOSED

10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

9:00a Morning Prayer

6

7

8

9

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

10

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

7:30p Choir
8:30p AA

11

12

13

14

15

16

RALLY SUNDAY
8:00a H.E. II

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality -

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

7:30p Choir

7:00p B & F

17

8:30p AA

6:00p Chorale

18

19

20

21

22

23

8:00a H.E. II
10:15a H.E. II/hymns

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

24

11:15a Hospitality
11:45a Vestry

12:00p AA

12:00 Ladies' Lunch

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

7:30p Choir

8:30p AA
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

6:00 Chorale

25

26

27

28

29

30

8:00a H.E. II
10:15a H.E. II/hymns

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

7:30p Choir

6:30 Men's Dinner

8:30p AA

5:45 Chorale

VESTRY
Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Do you have a question about
anything regarding C.O.T.T?

Dorothy Beaird

Barbara Collins

Mel Galloway

Bill Spare

Richard Galliher

Jim Hubbard

Our Vestry members are here to
help Talk to one of them or
Fr. Gordon any time.

Marusia Zearfoss

Debbie Knipe

Tony Traini

Janet Roberts – Sr. Warden
Brad Staup – Jr. Warden
Craig Zearfoss – Treasurer
Marsha Burrell - Clerk

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:00 a.m. Christian Education for All

10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist
11:30 a.m. Hospitality
1st Sunday of each month Anointing and Prayers for Healing
follow each service
Morning Prayer - Mon through Friday - 9:00 a.m.
Vespers with Rite of Healing - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.

CONTACT US
Church Office Phone Number:
301-371-7505
Rectory Phone Number:
301-371-6227
Church E-mail Address: transfiguration1@verizon.net
For Pastoral Emergencies, Church Members should contact the office at 301-371-7505 or via e-mail
at transfiguration1@verizon.net
Email Rev. Gordon De La Vars at fr.gordoncott@gmail.com
Contact Associate Pastor Rev. Ellen Hurwitz at (301) 293-1514
www.thechurchofthetransfiguration.com

The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration
PO Box 87
6909 Maryland Avenue
Braddock Heights, MD 21714

