First Presbyterian Church
of Mineral Ridge

5th Sunday of Easter
May 7, 2023

Welcome to our church! It is a joy to worship with you
on this morning. Please join us after worship in
Fellowship Hall for coffee and conversation.

*Please stand in body or in spirit.
PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

We Gather as God’s People

OPENING PRAYER - let us pray.

Faithful God, we come into Your presence with
thanksgiving, deeply grateful for the unfailing love and
faithfulness You have shown toward us, Your people.
When we call out to You, You answer. When we are
exhausted, You give us the strength to go on. When we
find ourselves in trouble, You are there, standing
beside us. And so we come before You gratitude and
praise,



offering You the worship of our hearts and lives. Open
our eyes to see and know You here among us; open
our ears to recognize Your voice. And then send us out
from here, to live and work in the world as Your
faithful disciples. In the name of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

*CALL TO WORSHIP - Please stand and join me in the
call to worship.

(Based on John 14:1-7)
Gather us, O God
There is room for us all.
Dwell with us, O God.
Show us the way.
Guide us, O God.
We give thanks and praise for Christ as our way,
truth and life.

*HYMN #457 [ Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art

I greet thee, who my sure Redeemer art,

my only trust and Savior of my heart,

who pain didst undergo for my poor sake;

I pray thee from our hearts all cares to take.

Thou art the King of mercy and of grace,
reigning omnipotent in ev'ry place:

so come, O King, and our whole being sway;
shine on us with the light of thy pure day.

Thou art the Life, by which alone we live,
and all our substance and our strength receive;



Sustain us by Thy faith and by Thy power,
And give us strength in every trying hour.

Thou hast the true and perfect gentleness,
No harshness hast thou and no bitterness:
O grant to us the grace we find in Thee,
That we may dwell in perfect unity.

Our hope is in no other save in Thee;

Our faith is built upon Thy promise free;

Lord, give us peace, and make us calm and sure
That in Thy strength we evermore endure.

CALL TO CONFESSION - Please be seated.
Each week as a community we set aside time to admit
our sin. No one is lost to God. All our welcome to
witness and receive God’s saving grace. Let us confess
our sins before our Savior, first in silence.

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION - Please join me in

the unison prayer of confession.

You send us, God of the Great Commission, but we
hedge and hesitate. Forgive our fear and our
excuses. We are witnesses of your grace and glory
but allow others to silence our praise. We imprison
ourselves with doubt and shame and fail to shine
your light for all to see. Forgive our fears. Free our
testimony. Amen.

KYRIE #572
“Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon
us, Lord have mercy up on us.
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ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Christ has transformed us. Christ has renewed us.
Through Christ’s death and resurrection, we are a new
creation, ready to sing God’s glory and testify to God’s
grace. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.

SUNG RESPONSE #582 (GtG)
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
And to the Son, who grace has pardoned me,
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE - at this time, all children are
invited up to hear a short message! After, kindergarten
and younger children may leave with Olivia Meyers for
Story Circle. For children above kindergarten, there are
worship bags with activities to use during worship.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION- Let us pray.

Savior God, your Word is a lamp to our feet on this
discipleship road. Walk with us. Guide us with your
wisdom and grace. Open us to discerning your will and
your way. Amen.

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 6:20-25

When your children ask you in time to come, ‘What is
the meaning of the decrees and the statutes and the
ordinances that the Lord our God has commanded
you?’ then you shall say to your children, ‘We were
Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt, but the Lord brought us out
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of Egypt with a mighty hand. The Lord displayed
before our eyes great and awesome signs and wonders
against Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his
household. He brought us out from there in order to
bring us in, to give us the land that he promised on
oath to our ancestors. Then the Lord commanded us
to observe all these statutes, to fear the Lord our God,
for our lasting good, so as to keep us alive, as is now
the case.If we diligently observe this entire
commandment before the Lord our God, as he has
commanded us, we will be in the right.’
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING John 14:1-14

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God,
believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are
many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you
may be also. And you know the way to the place where
[ am going.”’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we know the
way?’ Jesus said to him, 1 am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you know me, you will know my Father
also. From now on you do know him and have seen
him.’

Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we
will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with
you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can
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you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that
[ am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words
that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if
you do not, then believe me because of the works
themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes
in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will
do greater works than these, because I am going to the
Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that
the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name
you ask me for anything, I will do it.
The Word of God for the People of God. Amen.

SERMON Rev. Meta Cramer

We Respond to God’s Love

*HYMN #361 How Firm a Foundation

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord.

Is laid for your faith in God’s excellent word!
What more can be said than to you God hath said,
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,

For I am Thy God, and will still give thee aid;

I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.”

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;

For I will be near thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.”



“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;

The flame shall not hurt thee, I only design

Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.”

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,

I will not, I will not desert to its foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I'll never, no never, no never forsake.”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

(from A Brief Statement of Faith)
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good
news to the poor and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed and blessing the
children, healing the sick and binding up the
brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving
sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the
gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and
sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths
of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the
world. God raised this Jesus from the dead,
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of
sin and evil, delivering us from death to life
eternal.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Trusting indeed that you are always there, we pray to
you now as your Son taught us, saying together,

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
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earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL FOR OFFERING

In the kingdom of God, we find that generosity of spirit,
generosity of possessions & the radical sharing of skills
are practiced openly. All gifts are important to God, so
as the offering plate comes around, place your hand
over it, committing to God that you will use your time,
talent and treasures for furthering the work of God’s
kingdom.

OFFERTORY
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE #324

Open my mouth and let me bear

Gladly the warm truth everywhere;

Open my heart and let me prepare

Love with Thy children thus to share.
Silently now I wait for Thee, ready my God,
Thy will to see;

Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit Divine!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION - Please join me in saying
the prayer of dedication.

God, you meet our needs and transform us for
service. Accept these gifts as signs of our gratitude
and our commitment to witness to Christ’s
ministry in your world. Amen.



We Go Out to Serve God

*HYMN #275 God of Our Life

God of our life, through all the circling years,
We trust in Thee;

In all the past, through all our hopes and fears,
Thy hand we see.

With each new day, when morning lifts the veil,
We own Thy mercies, Lord, which never fail.

God of the past, our times are in Thy hand;

With us abide.

Lead us by faith to hope's true promised land;
Be Thou our Guide.

With Thee to bless, the darkness shines as light,
And faith's fair vision changes into sight.

God of the coming years, through paths unknown
We follow Thee;

When we are strong, Lord, leave us not alone;

Our Refuge be.

Be Thou for us in life our daily Bread,

Our heart's true home when all our years have sped.

*BENEDICTION

*CLOSING RESPONSE #743 Step by Step

O God, You are my God and I will ever praise You
O God, You are my God and I will ever praise You
I will seek You in the morning
And I will learn to walk in Your ways
And step by step You'll lead me
And I will follow You all of my days
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Prayer List
MEMBERS TO REMEMBER

Mary Alice Seaborn Marlyne Young
Helen Redmond Shirley Dull

PRAYERS FOR HEALTH, SUPPORT AND CONCERN
Names will be taken off after 6 weeks, unless noted.

Family of Betty Garland

Megan Taylor (Carole’s cousin)

Amos Rodgers & Cody Tittle (Marlene’s friends)
James Tincher (Marlene’s son)

Clayton & Eileen (Bev Myers’ family friends)

Barb and Alan (friends of Suzie McCabe)

Paul Stevens (Bev Myers’ son)

Marty O’Neill

Dennis Copanic (Val Copanic’s father)

Graig Colantone (Nicole Pugh’s father)

Dareen Craver-Angeloff (Rodney’s mother)

Cheryl Fisher (Bev Meyers’ Daughter)

Ella McBride (friend of Sherri Craver)

Shannon Poole (daughter of Sherry and Tim Gleason)
Samara Fabian

Bonnie Jorza (Linda Frayer’s Sister-in-Law)

Lora McGlynn (Marty O’Neill’s friend)

Dale Jaquin (January Rendes’ Uncle)

Pam & Sam Clay (Cousins of Debbie Rendes & Diane
Reinhart)

Andreas Reichart (Carole Rummell’s cousin)

Lacie Weber (Kathy Graham’s Daughter)

Kristen Graham (Kathy Graham’s Daughter-in-Law)
Amanda (Jessica Painter’s friend)
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Cheryl Beanblossom (Valerie Copanic’s sister)
Alan Bray (friend of Keeley Family)

Janiece Eischen (Melissa Keeley’s Aunt)

Jane Meyers

Lenora Jones

PRAYERS FOR THE WORLD

Eastminster Presbytery and staff

Our Mineral Ridge Church Family
Niles Community Services

Warren & Youngstown Rescue Missions
Refugees

Rev. Kade Mastra (Indonesian Partner)
Peace and healing for our country
Casa de Buen Trato

Ukraine

World Leaders

Jed and Jenny Koball (Peru)

Our PC(USA) coworkers

Revs. Scott & Elmarie Parker
Earthquake victims in Turkey & Syria
The Community of East Palestine

11



Announcements

Information sent after Thursday at 9 am may not make it into
the bulletin.

Starting May 28th, worship will begin at 10am,
and continue at that time through the
summer!

Book Club is back! We will meet on Tuesday, May 9th
at 4:00pm. We will be reading The Forest of Vanishing
Stars by Kristin Harmel. Future meeting times will be
discussed.

Today, May 7t following worship, there will be an
emergency drill. After our final song please stay in
your seats for further instructions.

On May 14th, Communion Sunday, the Deacons are
asking for donations of peanut butter and jelly for the
Food Pantry and Backpack Program! We invite you to
bring these items up to the front and place them in
front of the Communion Table, on the steps.

Sunday May 28th is New Member Sunday. Please join
us as we welcome several new members as well as
baptize others. Please remember to wear red to
celebrate Pentecost.
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Birthday Wishes
Dianne Stoddard 05/11
Scarlet Reinhart 05/13
James Stoddard 05/ 14

Responsibilities B
Pastor- Rev. Meta Cramer

Liturgist- Cindy Kaschak
Elder- Lisa Sorg
Deacon- Shirley Brodie
Music- Anita Miller
Story Circle - Olivia Meyers

Media- Alyssa Strange

It é;éié’”/
2% Thank you for your Generosity

April 30th $ $848.41
April 234 $1,151

April 16t $1,290
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THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Sunday, May 07" 9:15am
10:30am
Monday, May 08" 7:00pm
Sunday, May 14" 9:15am
10:30am
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Adult Class

Worship/ Emergency
Drill /Fellowship

Al-Anon/Al-Ateen

Adult Class

Worship/Communion
Fellowship



Sta

Pastor Christian Educator
Reverend Kori Robbins Carole Rummell
(406)-560-5548

Pastor@FPCMR.org

Administrative Assistant Custodians
April Dahl April Mohn/
330-652-5712 James Boyce
Story Circle Attendant Media
Olivia Meyers Alyssa Strange
Hours
Pastor’s Office Hours General Office Hours
Monday-Thursday Tuesday/Thursday
9am-3pm 9am-1pm
Church Info

Address- 3654 Main Street
Mineral Ridge, OH 44440

Email (office) Phone
Admin@FPCMR.org 330-652-5712
Website

www.fpcmr.org

Clerk of Session: mrfpcclerk@gmail.com.
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