THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST

Bloody Religion

“You have a bloody religion” has been shouted to Bible believing Christians for hundreds of years.  And yes we do have a bloody religion.  It is full of blood.  It is totally based on blood.  Blood runs throughout our belief.  

“Like Cain of old, man naturally wants a bloodless gospel — a way of salvation based upon personal labor. The thought of the bloody cross is an offense to the sinner, because it (above all else) declares his true condition in the sight of a thrice-holy God.  Bible-believers have long been ridiculed for their “slaughterhouse religion.” Several modern (per)versions of the Bible omit references to the blood of Christ, along with a number of the newer Hymn books produced by modernistic and contemporary organizations.”   (R. Sargeant)
  

Blood is mentioned 447 times in the KJV Bible (blood is absent in 46 places in the NIV; that’s 10%).

The worst of these ommissions is -
Col 1:14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:  KJV

Col 1:14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.   NIV
Atonement

Do you think about the blood of Jesus Christ?  Is it important to you?  

There is no physical thing more precious than the blood of Jesus Christ!

How important is His blood?  Was it necessary for Jesus Christ to shed His blood on the cross?

Heb 9:22 … and without shedding of blood is no remission.

Matt 26:28  For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.

Let’s examine a very important word in the Bible… atonement –

Atonement means “to cover, …cancel, …appease, …effect reconciliation, …to restore, …to render holy, to set apart for” God. (ISBE)

Lev 17:11  For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.

Nothing else is said to make atonement for the soul; it is specifically the blood.  

“The blood of Jesus Christ has great power! There is perhaps not a phrase in the Bible that is so full of secret truth as is “The blood of Jesus.” It is the secret of His incarnation, when Jesus took on flesh and blood; the secret of His obedience unto death, when He gave His life at the cross of Calvary; the secret of His love that went beyond all understanding when He bought us with His blood; ...and the secret of our eternal salvation.”  (Corrie Ten Boom)
Old Testament Pattern

Like a crimson cord, the doctrine of the blood runs throughout the whole Bible. It begins immediately after the entrance of sin and the fall of man, and continues through to the last book, Revelation.

Gen 3:21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them.

Rev 19:13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.


The offerings and sacrifices detailed in the Old Testament were blood sacrifices. The Book of Hebrews explains these to be types (shadows), pointing to God’s perfect sacrifice in His Son Jesus Christ. 


Heb 10:4-7 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God.

“…the meaning here is, that there was no efficacy in the blood of a mere animal to wash away a "moral" offence. It could not repair the Law; it could not do anything to maintain the justice of God; it had no efficacy to make the heart pure. The mere shedding of the blood of an animal never could make the soul pure.”  (Barnes' Notes)

How many millions were killed?!  All of these were totally worthless, meaningless, if not for Jesus Christ’s shed blood!

Heb 9:11-12  But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.

Isa 53:7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

John 1:29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

“The meaning is that Christ officiated as high priest in a much more magnificent and perfect temple than either the tabernacle or the temple under the old dispensation.  He performed the great functions of his priestly office - the sprinkling of the blood of the atonement - in heaven itself, of which the most holy place in the tabernacle was but the ‘symbol’. The Jewish high priest entered the sanctuary made with hands to minister before God; Christ entered into heaven itself.”  (Barne’s Notes)

His blood didn’t land on the ground and then soak into it and dry up and just disappear.  I believe His blood still exists today!  It is in Heaven!  

Christ most likely presented His shed blood before the mercy seat (Lv 16) in Heaven soon after His conversation here --- 

John 20:16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. 17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.
When in Heaven, Jesus sprinkled His own blood upon the Mercy Seat before the Throne of God.

Heb 12:22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, …  24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.

His blood in Heaven will forever declare ‘salvation’ for the redeemed! 
Your eternal security is sealed by His blood -

Heb 13:20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,

By this blood, a covenant of promise was made to allow us to live with Him forever in Heaven.  An everlasting promise, sealed by the blood of the Lamb.

Justified, forgiveness, cleansing, 

The shed blood of Jesus Christ has done so, so very much for our salvation:

Rom 5:9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.

Eph 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

We would still be lost in our sins if Jesus Christ had not shed His precious blood for us:

1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

Rev 1:5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,

Isa 1:18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

Faith in His blood

There are some who believe that the ‘blood’ is just symbolism for ‘death’, and that the blood of Jesus Christ is really just speaking about His death. This borders on blasphemy!  To some it is all about ‘the cross’… but not the ‘blood of the cross’.  Col 1:20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself;

God has plainly indicated that both death and the shedding of blood are necessary and essential in the atonement. The Passover Lamb illustrates this truth. In Exodus 12:13, God said, “when I see the blood, I will pass over you ‘not “when I see the death!”   However, the shedding of blood also required the life of the lamb, for if the blood alone was all that was necessary then the lamb could have simply been bled.  God’s prescribed penalty for sin is death by the shedding of blood.   Jesus Christ had to bleed and then die! 

His blood and His death are inseperable --
Rom 5:8-9 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.

In Leviticus chapters one through nine (dealing with the sacrifices) the word death is used 22 times, but the word blood is used 44 times!  Again we see that both the blood and death were required for atonement.  Blood is blood and death is death.  No other definition is logical.  The life of man is in the blood (Le 17:11,14).  
In order to receive salvation, you’ve got to have faith in His blood -
Rom 3:25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;

Jesus Christ was set forth by His Father to be a propitiation… that is, to appease, to pay the price for.  This propitiation is directly tied in with ‘faith in His blood’.

Limited Atonement

For centuries there has been much heated controversy over the ‘value’ of Christ’s atoning [blood and] death.  Calvinists teach a “limited atonement”— holding that the shed blood and death of Christ was only for the ‘elect’.  The ‘elect’ being those that the Sovereign God chose before creation to be saved… His children.  Thus, they believe that Jesus’ blood was not shed for all men’s sins, just for the elect’s.  So-called “Four-point Calvinists” reject the notion of a limited atonement, but this is somewhat academic since they believe that only the elect can be saved.  At the other end of the spectrum, Arminians believe that the blood has been applied universally and all are thus bound for heaven.
During the 18th and 19th centuries, English Baptists were divided over this issue: the Particular Baptists believing in a limited atonement for a particular group (the elect), and the General Baptists holding to a general atonement.

Jesus bled prior to His arrest and trial --

After Jesus had considered all that was going to quickly come to pass, He knew that He needed strength… He went to pray to His Father.  It would be the most intense and important prayer of His earthly life.
Mt 26:36-38 Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder. And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful (“sore amazed” Mk 14:33) and very heavy. Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.

His humanity was desiring to avoid all this pain and suffering that would be poured out upon His physical body;  And, probably the most painful thing He was considering was for the first time ever in all of eternity being separated from the perfect relationship He has had with His Father…and becoming sin…taking the curse of sin upon Himself.
Mt 26:39 And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.

Luke 22:43,44  And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him. And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. [“hemohidrosis”]
Jesus was considering this horror to such a level that capillaries burst in His face and He started bleeding!

This is the only occurrence in the whole Bible of the word ‘agony’ (or any of its associated words).  The Greek word for ‘agony’ means ‘to be engaged in combat’.

Crucifixion blood

Jn 19:34 But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.

This is the only reference specifically to the shedding of Christ’s blood (technically speaking).  There was, of course, blood shed prior to this: from the crown of thorns, the scourging, and the nails going into His hands and feet.  Jesus Christ was no doubt covered in blood by the time of the soldier spearing His side; some say that after this spearing, all His blood was shed.  

When you picture your Saviour, Jesus christ, in your mind, do you always picture Him smiling and all clean and white?  We would do well to picture Him as a bloody mess…
The Bible does not teach that a man is saved by a principle, but by the shedding of blood. Salvation is not through life lived, but through life poured out. It is not by the life of Jesus that we are redeemed; but by His life given up in the pain and suffering of a shameful death, of which death there is no sufficient symbol or method of expression other than that of the shedding of blood.  (G. Campbell Morgan)

Year after year the blood would flow,
But none could wash me white as snow!
Salvation's day fulfilled as planned,
the promise came; One Holy Lamb.

One Holy Lamb washed my sin away!
One Sacrifice paid the price I could not pay.
One Holy Lamb, One Great I Am, One seed of Abraham,
One Holy Lamb washed my sin away!

Atonement day the Father cries,
The spotless Son Of God must die!
One final death for every man.
One blood, one life,
One Holy Lamb!
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