OKLAHOMA CENTRAL PARENT LEGISLATIVE ACTION COMMITTEE

Parent and Stakeholder
Involvement
Beyond The School Building
Impacting Education At The Policymaking Level

Why Do Parents And Stakeholders
Need To Be Engaged?
• Legislators haven’t always listened to the education professionals.
• Legislators are often heavily courted by lobbyists, outside

coalitions/foundations and for-profit companies to shape policy for their
benefit not necessarily our local schools.

• Legislators see parents, grandparents and business owners as an important

constituency - its time we take advantage of that to let them know we will
hold them accountable for public education issues!

Parents, Teachers, Students Say It BEST On
Why It’s Important To Be Involved
• Oklahoma schools have more than 41,000 more students and more than

$224 million less revenue than they did in 2008. Oklahoma has cut per pupil
funding by a higher percentage than any other state in the nation. Hear the
struggles with Education Funding in Oklahoma:
https://youtu.be/iPCBENg232s

• Oklahoma is facing a critical teacher shortage and our teacher pay ranks 49th

in the nation making it very difficult to attract and retain quality teachers into
the field. More than 1000 emergency teacher certifications have been granted
in the past year. See the effects of the Teacher Shortage on Students, Parents
and other teachers: https://youtu.be/VUCTjbhVVVk

Parents, Teachers, Students Say It BEST On
Why It’s Important To Be Involved
• Oklahoma students lose almost a month of instruction time in test preparation and

administration. High stakes tests are putting unnecessary stress on our children. We
are producing stressed out test takers instead of creative, happy, smart children! See
the effects of Testing in our classrooms: https://youtu.be/f7Oq-1dnPVA

• Class size limits in place since 1990 have been suspended because schools cannot

afford to meet them. There is strong evidence that smaller class sizes promote
student achievement—particularly in the early grades and for low-income students.
See the effects of increasing Class Sizes on Students and Teachers:
https://youtu.be/jIyTw2enVsA

How Can Parents & Stakeholders Work
Together To Make Positive Policy Change?
•

Ask your local school board, school administrators, principals, and teachers
what they perceive the biggest challenges to be. Send that to your legislator.

•

Share information with local city council members, chamber of commerce,
and other groups in your community about the challenges education faces.

•

Parents and Stakeholders need to work together in communicating the primary
concerns impacting education and our children to legislators. Specific stories
are always helpful. Know your legislators’ phone number and email address
and contact them. This information is on our website at
www.okcentralplac.com (click on Contact Legislators) and on our Facebook
Page (Contact My Legislator tab at the top)

•

Connect through social media: school newsletters, Facebook and Twitter are
highly effective at getting messages out to others.

•

Parents Need To Share Concerns
With Their Legislators:
Ways to Engage Them:

• Ask them to volunteer/observe in a
classroom
• Invite them to be a test monitor
• Ask them participate with you in a
community meeting or PTA/PTO meeting
• Have a meet and greet or coffee talk at your
school and invite them to come

Let Your Voice Be Heard During Session:
• Communicate regularly with your legislators during the Session.
• Most legislators return to their districts when Session ends on Thursday. Find out if they have regular
constituent meetings.

• Personal contact is best, but phone calls and emails are effective if you are unable to visit with your
legislator. They do not like form letters/emails!

• Keep emails brief and to the point. It is helpful to include your position in the subject line: i.e.
“Support HB2020- textbook funds”

• As the session moves forward, legislators emails become very full. If your message is time sensitive, a
phone call to the office is more efficient. “My name is _______. I’m a constituent, and would like
Sen. Smith to know I support/oppose _________. Reference the specific bill number.

• Follow up to see how your legislators voted and let them know what you think!

How Can You Spread The Word To Other
Parents & Remain Informed On The Issues:
• Keep in contact with district administration and teachers.
• Sign up to receive information from OK Central PLAC.
• Share information on your social media sights personally and within your
district/parent groups regarding information and upcoming meetings.

• You and your group can host an OK Central PLAC meeting.
• Make a commitment to stay connected so you can share information with

parents in your district. Be sure to share information at PTA/PTO meetings.

Visiting The Capitol Makes A Huge Impact
• The pace can be rushed at the Capitol, and time is often limited, but make sure your
legislators know you are there. Try to make an appointment ahead of time.

•
•
•
•
•

Keep your message short: no more than three points. Share your personal story.
Have something to hand them so they have a visual aid.
Ask their position and reasoning on your issue.
If you need to see a particular legislator, call them off the floor.
Be respectful but direct. Ask the legislator directly if you can count on them to vote for or
against the legislation you are concerned about. Then follow up! And tell your legislator
how you feel about how they voted. This way they know you are paying attention.

PLAC Legislative Goals 2016 –
School Funding:
• Support the funding of enacted education reforms or eliminate them.
• Support designating additional funds to the school funding formula along
with a long term funding solution for education.
Teacher Shortage:
• Support a plan that will help address and alleviate the teacher shortage
Testing & Accountability:
• Reduce the number of standardized tests our students take, returning
dollars and instruction time to the classroom.
• Ensure the consistent measure of accountability for all schools receiving
taxpayer funds.

Do Our Voices Really Matter?

YES

• HB2625 – our voices helped make retention a group decision including parents

voice instead of just one test.
• In the 2015 Legislation session, public education did not receive cuts even though
there was a deficit in state appropriations. We must insist on a long term funding
solution for public education.
• Issued our first legislative report card at the end of the 2014 session which is our
main way of holding our legislators accountable when they say they are for public
education. You can find this at www.okcentralplac.com and go to the resource tab.
• Media outlets have sought our input through interviews and referenced our group in
print and on camera.

Ultimately, the best way to make
a change is to VOTE (and encourage others
to vote)!
Just 34.2 percent of Oklahomans voted in November 2014,
according to the Census Bureau’s survey. This small number
of people decided the leadership for ALL of our state.

How To Stay Connected With
OK Central PLAC:
• Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/OKCentralPLAC
• Twitter - @OKCentralPLAC
• Text Alerts – Download the Remind 101 App (it is free) – text (405)896-3542 with
message @actiona

• Email Alerts – Sign up at http://eepurl.com/MK1Ef
• Webpage – www.OKCentralPLAC.com – click on resources to view 2014 legislator
report card

• YouTube Channel - https://www.youtube.com/user/OKCentralPLAC

Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed citizens can

change the world.
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.

-Margaret Mead

