PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
June 2016
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I want to say a big HAPPY BIRTHDAY to our own Pete Merlo. What an
inspiration you are Pete; 101 years of life experience this month, wow, the
changes you must have seen in this world. You may know that in 1915 the
average life expectancy for men was 47 years, fuel for cars was only sold in drug
stores, and the American flag had only 45 stars. Crossword puzzles, canned beer
and iced tea hadn’t been invented yet. There was neither a mother’s day nor
father’s day yet. The first transcontinental telephone call was made in 1915
from Alexander Graham Bell to Thomas Watson, from New York to San
Francisco. But one of the best things this country gained from 1915 was you!
Attached to your email will be a set of articles about the Merlo family.
These articles were sent to me from Joe Azzarito (thank you Joe for always
finding cool info). What an amazing family and what a history lesson for us all.
Congratulations Pete for another year of blessing us with your presence, you
truly are an amazing man!
My regular Presidents message info is located a few pages ahead, Joe and
I thought it would be a good idea to highlight our most senior member!
Respectfully,
President, Gary R. Smith

OSIA Mission:
To serve as the leading organizational voice on behalf of the cultural, social, political
and economic issues of importance to Americans of Italian heritage.

June Birthdays

Buon Compleanno

Pete Merlo
Lauri Aiello
Ellie Azzarito
Patrick Cottini
Rocco Iannone
Steve Soldavini
Robert Vanella

OFFICERS MEETING – 2nd
REG MEETING – 16th
ANNIV. DINNER-18TH Panighetti's

Dine-out
Will update at our meeting
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APRIL

OFFICERS MEETING – 4TH

OFFICERS MEETING – 3RD

SPAG DINNER – 3RD

REG MEETING – 18TH
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INITIATION OF NEW MEMBERS OFFICERS MEETING – 7
REG MEETING – 21ST
REG MEETING – 17TH
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EASTER 27TH

DINE OUT - 29TH
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NO MEETINGS

OFFICERS MEETING – 4TH

PIONEER DAY PARADE 7TH

REG MEETING – 16TH

FAMILY PICNIC – 14th

OFFICERS MEETING – 5th

ANNIV. DINNER–18TH

REG MEETING – 18TH

REG MEETING – 19TH

STATE CONVENTION – 22 – 25

DINE OUT – TBA

SEPT

OCT

OFFICERS MEETING – 1
REG MEETING - 15TH
CHICO PALIO – TBD
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SOI GOLF CLASSIC – 17th
REG MEETING – 20

OFFICERS MEETING – 3
REG MEETING – 17TH
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OFFICERS MEETING 1ST
REG MEETING IS THE XMAS
PARTY TBA

Up coming events
REG MEETING – 16th
STATE CONVENTION – JUNE 22ND -25TH
MEETING MINUTES ARE IN YOUR EMAIL AS A
SEPARATE ATTACHEMENT.
If you have an advertisement in this newsletter, please check
with Debbie Rossi to make sure you are up to date on payments.
Any advertisements not paid to date will unfortunately be
removed from further newsletters.

Convention time has come, and this year I have been asked to speak in
regards to some thinking outside the box ideas to increase our membership. A
great example is the Bocce tournament our amazing membership group put
on this last Sunday, what a blast that was. Our state President Lynn
Lawrence Murphy and I have had many phone conversations over the past
few months, and we seem to be on track with these ideas.
One of the biggest assets we have as a lodge is that we do for others.
We don’t have to wait for an event to help others; we can show our kindness
any day of the week by lending a hand to other groups in our area. For
example, we received a wonderful call at the Kirshner foundation from a local
community member who thought about Kirshners and wanted to donate
some amazing meat for the animals. Upon arriving at these kind peoples
house, I found myself holding back tears, as it was the home of our very own
Roseanne Bradley and her husband. They were kind enough to donate a large
amount of high end meats and even some apricots. I was very proud as your
president to relay back to Roberta that the people she was talking so highly
of were in fact members of our lodge. Here are some pictures of the lemurs
enjoying the apricots. A big thank you goes out to Roseanne and her husband,
you both made a huge impact on everyone at the Kirshner foundation.

List of Officers
President.................................Gary Smith
Vice President..........................Steve Soldavini
Immediate Past President.........Michael Smith
Orator......................................John Jefsen
Recording Secretary..................Yvette Sanfilipo
Newsletter................................Gary Smith
Website....................................Gary Smith
Financial Secretary....................Debbie Rossi
Treasurer..................................Franco DiLorenzo
Historian...................................Ellie Azzarito
Emeritis Historian......................Maryann Silvera
MC’s.........................................Marilyn & Ron Cervantez
Gaurd.......................................Frank Scotella
Chaplain...................................Rita Brunelli
Taste of Italy Sales....................Gaylene DiLorenzo
$100 Raffle Sale Tickets.............Debbie Rossi
Sunshine Chair..........................Updating
Trustees...................................Gayleen DiLorenzo, Cathy Lucido,
Joe Azzarito, Georgia Scotella & Sal Aiello
We have positions on different committees that could really use your great ideas and huge
hearts. If you feel you would like to be a part of the donation committee to help decide
where our funds go from events, or the picnic committee to find that great location or
bring in a new idea that would draw more potential members, or maybe you would like to
take over the newsletter and show us your artistic design! Whatever your choice is, we
would love to see you become a part of what makes our lodge a team.
Current committee members will be talking with you at our next few meetings about these
positions, so have any questions ready for them, and they will be more than happy to
answer them. I hope you find a committee that suits you, and I can’t wait to hear your
great ideas!
-President; Gary Smith

MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
February 21st will be a
Membership Social at Bertagna's
new Winery & Distillery; Almendra
in Durham.
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