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The annual Moravian Lovefeast will be held on Sunday, December 1 at 5:00
in the evening in the Elon Community Church sanctuary. This event is co-sponsored by
the Office of Religious Life at Elon University and Elon Community Church. Traditional
English, American, and Moravian Advent and Christmas music for choirs, brass,
handbells, and organ will be offered. The prelude of Advent and Christmas selections
will begin at 4:40 PM. This year we are pleased to have Rev. Chaz Snider, Associate
Pastor at Calvary Moravian Church in Winston-Salem, as our preacher for the evening.
This worship service has been a long standing favorite of our church and community, and the congregation
is asked to invite friends, neighbors, and relatives to this special seasonal service.

Annual Christmas Luncheon
Our Annual Christmas Luncheon will be held in the Community
Life Center after worship on Sunday, December 8. The meal will be catered
by Western Steakhouse and the menu looks delicious! Cost for adults is
$15 and children 6-12 is $7. The last day to purchase tickets is at
worship on Sunday, December 1. We must sell at least 100 tickets or the
meal will be cancelled. Whether we have a meal or not, a brief Congregational Meeting will be held. Please
plan to attend!

’

Join our Children’s Music Ministry on Sunday, December 15 during worship
as they share their rendition of How the Grinch Stole Christmas. Worship will be
held in the Community Life Center and will feature music by our children and
youth. Lindsay Hopkins, our Elon University bell and chimes director, has re-written
and is directing the production that takes a different look at this funny, but
touching story. This will be Lindsay’s last time with us as she is graduating. Make
sure you attend this meaningful worship service. Immediately following worship will
be our annual Cookie Day at Meet and Greet. Bring your favorite Christmas cookies to share. The
homebound will also be brought some of these cookies after the service, so the more the better!

FAMILY CAROLING DECEMBER 15 FOLLOWING MEET & GREET
We have several people who can’t make it to church because of health or aging
concerns. Last year we had carolers of all ages visit and share in some familiar carols! It is only
a success if we all help! Plan now to stay and do just a little to share the Advent/Christmas joy!
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THE BIRTH OF…
Advent and Christmas are
here! Advent is truly a season of
preparations and we know many of
those have already begun. Just last
Sunday we decorated the church and
our children and youth along with many parents and interested
members took part in the Advent Workshop. But as we come into this
season we begin right away on December 1 with our first Sunday of
Advent and the Moravian Love Feast that evening! Dec. 8th follows with
this year a Ceremony of Carols which brings us a new, but well
known take furthering us into the faithful path of preparation for the
Birth of Christ followed by our much anticipated Christmas Luncheon.
Remember that the cost should never stop you from getting a ticket!
Dec. 15th is the Third Week in Advent and we call it the
JOYOUS break in our Advent preparations with our Children’s
Presentation on Christmas in the CLC with a very different take on
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas,” wonderful bells for music, and
sharing our cookies for a meet and greet to follow. (Maybe a special
visitor too!) Following this wonderfully funny and joyous morning we
will be doing something very Advent-oriented as we SHARE THE JOY!
Plan now to go out to sing Christmas Carols to those who are unable
to attend church and bring them joy. Last year was a spectacular
success and we had children, youth, and adults singing together! Plan
now for this wondrous day! Of course, we have a special Sunday just
before Christmas to center our hearts on Mary and what is to take
place. Advent actually culminates on Christmas Eve at 7pm when we
receive the Christ child into our lives renewing the birth of a love

that fulfills all the scriptures have promised and a glorious
opportunity to gather and reflect on what it all means.
The birth of Christ is the reason for Christmas, but it also
ritually allows for a re-birth of our faith for the year ahead. In
looking back we will have much we want to build on and also some
things we wish to let go of for the future. Our Christmas Sunday will
give us a chance to Let Go as well ready ourselves for the journey
ahead with Christ’s presence. So, we end the year on a note of true
hope and excitement about what is to unfold, even amidst our grief
and loss as some have experienced, and the work we need to do to
break away from the holds of what can hold us back.
I have to say that 2019 will go down as an exciting year
that reminds us of our vision and how that will continue into 2020. I
learned new things this last year and learned more about myself
giving me the ability, through faith, to do things in a different way
because of what I have learned. Our church benefits as well from
what we have learned with our actions and decisions made to now
reach into the New Year under new birth and a renewing Spirit. The
building is being fixed up, the doors on our lawn have taught us that
our courage in faith pays off, and the exploding number of children
and youth challenge us to do things differently as well! I see 2020
and a new birth for reshaping and renewing all that we value to
meet the joys and challenges before us, by faith. I am ready, more
than ever, and I pray we are ready together!
Happy Advent, Merry Christmas, and a Happy New year! Let
the festivities and the work of faith be reborn into our lives again!
Christ is born! Hallelujah and Amen!
Love,

Randy

SENIOR PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY
Every Sunday at 9:30 am in the Library
The Gospel of Matthew: The First Gospel? Continued...
As Christmas nears, it is very appropriate to study one of the Gospels that tells of the Birth
of Jesus. Matthew is the first listed in the New Testament. However, it doesn’t mean it was the first
written. Understanding the themes and context of the when’s and the why’s of its creation are part of
our fascinating study of this most beloved Gospel. We will continue to do a verse by verse study of
this book allowing us to hear the story of Jesus and how Gospel, sharing the good news, is presented
as the foundation of what we know as the New Testament. Join us!
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The Christmas Cheer tree went up on November 24. We are sponsoring six families this year so we need your
help! There will be tags on the tree and each tag will have a gift listed on the back. All you need to do is purchase
the gift, wrap it, and return it under the tree with the tag taped to the front. The Mission Board will ensure all the
gifts get to their families before Christmas. Gifts need to be under the tree by Sunday, December 15. Christmas Cheer is
also collecting non-perishable items to give to families that are not selected to be sponsored. Please consider helping someone out this Christmas!

A special prelude from the youth and children of the church will start at 6:45 pm. This service will offer a special
“Worship Ways” time for any child to be with Pastor Sharon during the sermon time, with special activities for them to tell the
story of Christmas. The children will rejoin their families in time to share in the beautiful candlelight experience with their families.
Our guest pianist will be Rhett Huffman. Please let others know about this special service!

COOL/EDGE
(5th-7th /8th-12th Grade)
December 1

December 15

Save the Date:

All youth will meet after church and go to Freddie’s at
Alamance Crossing for lunch following worship. Following
lunch we will travel across the parking lot to Five Below to
make purchases for our backpack recipients Christmas gifts.
Youth may be picked up there at 1:30 pm. Bring money for
lunch.
Youth Christmas Party—5:30-7 pm Bring your favorite
Christmas party snack to share. We will play some games,
fellowship and just enjoy the Christmas season together as a
group.
January 5—Kick-Off meeting for the New Year.

December 14
December 23

9 am–12 pm—Rehearsals for Children’s Christmas Program
We will have a KICK Christmas Party on Monday afternoon,
December 23 from 1-3 pm in the Community Life Center.
There will be games, crafts, cookie decorating, and a short
movie. This is a great opportunity for parents to do some
last minute shopping. All children of the church are welcome!

Annual Reports for the
2019 Yearbook are due to the church
office by Friday, December 13. All
boards and committees are expected to submit a
report. If you are uncertain whether you should
submit one, please contact the church office. Thank
you for your cooperation.

HONOR CARDS ARE BACK
Honor Cards are a great way to help
Allied Churches! The cost is $5 per card and you
can purchase them in the Church Office. Our goal
is to sell 100 cards. Come buy what you need for
the holidays or buy for special gifts for those who
care about others!
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Secondhand Santa is Around the Corner
Can you believe that it has been 5 years since we had our first Secondhand Santa Sale? Every year the sale has
grown bigger, with more vendors and greater attendance. The sale has become a large source of our funding for Christmas
Cheer, allowing us to sponsor multiple families and provide them gifts, food, and holiday decorations. Women’s Ministries will
be selling hot dog lunches again, so we have all the bases covered. And there will be plenty of food vendors to buy dessert
from. Volunteers to help put this event on are needed. If you would like to help pre-sale (advertising, collecting
donations, pricing items, setting up) or during the sale (manning the church tables, working the floor, kitchen help for the lunch
sale, clean up) feel free to let Sheri James or Linda Brown know. Anyone can help, so don’t be afraid to step up. We have a
good time putting the event on, and volunteers get first dibs on some really cool stuff!

The Soaring High Book Club will meet at 7 PM on December 16 (a week earlier than usual) to discuss Where
the Crawdads Sing, by Delia Owens. In my view, this book is not a soothing "nature walk” but a shocking human
interest story, made even more upsetting (to me) because it is set in the untouched marshes of North Carolina. Here is
how Amazon reviewer Chris Schluep describes it: "This novel has a mystery at its core, but it can be read on a variety
of levels. There is great nature writing; there is coming of age; and there is literature. Crawdads is a story lovingly
told—one that takes its time in developing its characters and setting, and in developing the story. You’ll want to relax
and take your time as well, and when you’re done you will want to talk about it with another reader.” What did you
think? Come and relish the safety of our “book club family" as we review this popular new book. Marti Lipsky will be
leading our discussion time.
- Tanya Gold

Are you a knitter or crocheter? There has been a renewed interest in starting up ECC’s Prayer Shawl
Ministry again. These shawls are such a comfort to our members and friends who are going through a difficult
time in their life. If you would like to be a part of this ministry or are interested in learning more, please join
us for an informational meeting on Thursday, December 5 at 7:00 pm at the church. Please call Ellen Martin at
(336)395-8622 if you are interested, but cannot make it to the meeting.

Come celebrate Advent/Christmas with us on December 8 during Sunday morning worship. This year will be
a bit different in that we will be presenting a Cantata rather than Lessons & Carols. The Chancel Choir will be
singing Benjamin Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols with guest harpist Bonnie Bach. Our Children’s Choir will be joining
with us on the Britten. In addition, the Chancel Ringers will be ringing during
the service. Finally, we are so excited to welcome a team of Elon dance
majors who will be performing original choreography during the Britten.
Complete with congregational hymns, this will be a wonderful celebration of
the season that you will not want to miss. Please invite friends and family to
come along and celebrate with us.
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A typical American can generate up to 2lbs of gift wrapping waste a year, while
approximately 80% of that waste can be recycled, many that can’t be recycled can be reused.
Some tips to have a more sustainable holiday season include buying gift wrap/gift bags made
from recycled paper or that can be recycled. Reuse gift wrap, gift bags, bows, and ribbons.
Avoid putting materials into the recycling bin that can’t be recycled (such as laminated bags,
bows/ribbons, tissue paper, and metallic gift wrap). If you’re unsure about whether wrapping paper can be recycled, give it a scrunch. If it
crumples like paper in your hand and stays that way, it can be recycled. If it unfolds, then it cannot be recycled. Don’t stress about removing
clear tape from gift wrap, it can be recycled too. Packaging that contains plastic and cardboard just needs to have the plastic removed to
recycle the cardboard. Recycling or reusing your gift wrap can be a simple way to make sustainability a part of your family tradition.

On Sunday, December 8, we will take up our 4th and final special offering
through the United Church of Christ. Your gift to the Christmas Fund will not only
assists pastors, but also provides for the Supplementation of Small Annuities,
Supplementation of Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, and Christmas “Thank You” Gift
Checks next December to lower-income retirees.
Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of retirees
whose low-income annuities make it difficult to meet increasing living costs. This is your
opportunity to participate in God's promise of renewal by enabling this ministry of
compassion and care. Please give as generously as you are able.

The Deacons invite you to take part in providing poinsettias for the sanctuary and small gifts for the
homebound members during the Christmas season. A total of 32 poinsettias will be collected. Gifts to this fund will be
to the glory of God’s Christmas gift and in memorial or honor of friends and family members, as has been the
tradition in the past years. Names of honorees will be printed in the worship bulletins on December 8, 15, 22 and 24.
If donors would like a poinsettia to take home, please indicate this on the order form. The plants may be removed
following the Christmas Eve Worship. Please send this form and your contribution of $10.00 per poinsettia to the church office by Monday,
December 3.
Name:

_________________________________

Amount Enclosed: $___________

Phone Number: __________________________
Take a Poinsettia Home?

____ Yes

____ No

Give in (Honor) or (Memory) of: _________________________________________________________________
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The Women’s Fellowship will meet on Monday, December 2, 2019. Everyone is invited to attend either circle. If
you have questions, call Jean Toms at 336-584-7658 or Kay Elder at 336-449-5933. The Morning Circle will meet in the CLC
classroom at 10:30 am. Margaret McTaggart and Katherine Floyd are the hostesses. The Evening Circle will meet at 7 pm in
the home of Bev Orwig, 11 White Oak Street, Elon.

Church Council Highlights
Treasurer reported that 72 pledges have been received so far for 2020. (92 was the final tally for 2019.) Boards
were tasked with returning 2020 budget requests by Nov. 18. Monthly income vs. expense report again showed a
deficit for the month, but we have a $19K surplus for the year as a whole. 10-month CD has matured and will go
toward the construction work. The CLC loan has dropped below $400K – a major milestone!
Deacons are overseeing two “new” ministries in the near future. Ellen Martin is bringing a group of enthusiastic ladies together to revive the
Prayer Shawl Ministry. Deacons plan to discuss how to implement a new Prayer Chain Ministry at their next monthly meeting.
Trustees’ report included the proposed schedule for maintenance work on the sanctuary (power wash, painting, roofing, HVAC). Work on the
Sound System (and related equipment) will have to wait until next year, although the CLC projector needs to be addressed now to keep it
operational. They are next getting quotes for a quarterly “deep cleaning” of the CLC kitchen.
Board of Christian Education reported on the successful Trunk or Treat event. It went a lot more smoothly this year because of all the help.
Only major issue was parking. 600 hot dogs were served. A total of 27 “trunks” distributed treats (supplemented by donations from the
congregation). They couldn’t have done it without all of us! Next event is the Advent Workshop (and baked potato and salad supper) in the
afternoon of Nov. 24, set to coordinate with the Deacons’ “Hanging of the Greens.”
Missions & Outreach Board sponsors the Justice & Witness efforts of ECC. (Watch your social media for events coming up.) Board members will
be helping Sheri James pull off the annual Secondhand Santa Sale & Craft Fair – because profits from that event go to support our 6 Christmas
Cheer families. Please select tags from the 2 Angel Trees and return gifts by Dec. 15. The Christmas Fund is the last of our 5 annual “special
offerings” through the United Church of Christ. Collection will be during worship on Dec. 8. You may not realize it, but our church is a
cornerstone of the Southern Conference of the UCC, and your generosity is a big part of that. Thank you.
Board of Evangelism is focused primarily on the Secondhand Santa Sale & Craft Fair on Dec 7. At least 20 vendors are coming – all with
handmade items (no commercial vendors). The “re-sale” items will need to be priced on Friday, Dec. 6, and much help will be needed. Sheri
James credited Linda Brown with being “the best General” (directing the work), but noted that neither Sheri nor Linda are allowed to do any
lifting this year. Tell your friends that it is not too late to donate gently used Christmas items, and invite them to the Sale!
Women’s Fellowship uses the income from their annual fundraisers to support various ministries of the church and
community (camperships, Christmas Cheer, etc.). Thank you for purchasing pecans and cakes/pies to support their efforts!
Morning & Evening Women’s “Circles” meet on the 1st Monday of each month for Bible study and fellowship.
Pastor Sharon reported record attendance at Youth Group of 27 on Oct. 20! Younger youth will provide a Thanksgiving
meal at The Willows (retirement home) on Nov. 17. Older youth are finishing a study on Values and beginning one on Homelessness at the home
of Matt Stimpson. Children are rehearsing for their Christmas pageant/musical on Dec. 15. She explained that the Blowing Rock Conference
Center works with the Southern Conference of UCC but is a stand-alone entity. Pastor Sharon will be participating in the “Clergy Cohorts”
program at Catawba College, along with Randy.
Pastor Randy is working with Pastor Sharon and Rev. Dan Kuhn to form a Pastoral Care team. This complements the Deacons’ emerging efforts
to bring congregants together in a supportive community. He is working with all the Committees who are looking toward the new year
(Nominating, Budget & Finance, etc.) He encouraged all to attend the Community Thanksgiving Service on Wed. Nov. 27 at First Baptist Church
of Elon (Haggard Ave.)

By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary
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Allied Churches of Alamance County operates a weekday lunch and dinner program. With food
purchases and donations, 40-50 shelter residents and families from the community without food are
given a hot meal. Five servers from the assigned groups are needed for the evening meal on their
date. Lowe's Foods donates desserts for the meal. Take all of the desserts from top right shelf of the
freezer in the CLC. They will need to be defrosted a day or two earlier. Your group can provide the
meal in one of three ways: 1) Prepare the food in the CLC kitchen and deliver it there; If you choose Option 1, you need to contact Mary
Hughes, volunteer coordinator, a few days prior to your going at 336-229-0881, ext. 105. 2) Purchase and take all ingredients to the Shelter's
kitchen and prepare your meal there; or 3) Request through the Mission and Outreach Board chair that $150.00 from the Board's budget be
mailed to ACAC for the meal which will be prepared by the ACAC staff. Arrival time at the shelter is 6:15 pm. Serving time and cleanup is 6:308:00 pm. Do not wear shorts, spaghetti straps, or sandals. You will be asked to wear an apron, hairnet
December 6 Seekers SS Class
and gloves and to sign in and out. Thank you for your support of this very vital program!

Come Join The Walking Group at ECC
On Tuesday and Thursday mornings a few of us are walking at the church in the CLC. If you would be
interested in walking, please come join us at 9 am on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. As the weather improves,
we may move outside! Questions? See me!
- Sharon Wheeler

JANUARY 8, 15, AND 22

●

11:45—1:00 PM

This year we will have three Wednesdays
in January for WINTERFAITH, an exploration of other
religions and an Interfaith journey of how we can
work together. Look for the three presentations
planned in our January 2019 Torch, but save the
dates, invite, and plan to attend this wonderful
program shared by Elon Community Church and the
Truitt Center at Elon University. As it was last year,
lunch will be $8 and done by our own Ted’s
Catering. Plan now to join us!

We collect foam products for recycling! Bring in foam cups, plates, takeout containers,
egg cartons, meat trays, and foam used to package electronics (no packing peanuts).
The foam must bear the #6 symbol and be clean and dry. Put it in the box located
in the big storage room just inside the CLC to the left. The foam will be transported
to DART in Randleman for recycling. Let’s keep that foam out of the landfill!
We collect CFLs and all types of batteries for recycling! Put them IN THE BINS under
the mailboxes in the downstairs hallway of the old building (across from the library).
We collect electronics for recycling! Bring your computers and peripherals, TVs, stereo
equipment, electronic games and toys, phones, digital cameras, cables, small household
appliances, etc. These go in or by the closet on the
left just as you come into the downstairs hallway of
the old building from the parking lot between the
church and Pandora's Pies. Bring nothing heavier
than 20 pounds, please. We’ll take them to the
Guilford County Prison Farm to be recycled.
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Free Fitness Classes

Monday—HIIT
Tuesday—POUND
Wednesday—QIGONG
All classes held at 5:15 pm in the
Community Life Center.

Chat and Chow will meet next at
Da Vinci’s Table in Burlington on Friday,
December 13 at 5:30 pm. Please sign up on the
insert in the bulletin on Sunday. If you make a
reservation and find you cannot attend, please let
the church office know.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees
on each
donation if paid
with a credit card.
Debit cards and
checking accounts
are
encouraged!

December 1, 2019

Melissa Gold
Maggie Byerly
Kacey Long
Kayleigh Long
Luke Coker
Dave Turnage
Dody Denault
Hilding Olson
Sno Ember
Joshua Wood
Joe Foley
Debbie Thorpe
Peyton Lewis
Matt Jones
Vince Coker
Jacob Mauney
Joel Lian
Cathy Covington
Elizabeth Lewis
Angela Borzio
Caroline Holmes
Sarah Martin

12/2
12/6
12/11
12/11
12/11
12/12
12/12
12/14
12/15
12/17
12/17
12/17
12/19
12/19
12/20
12/21
12/26
12/27
12/28
12/28
12/29
12/30

Altar Flowers: George and Carol Oakley
Greeters: George and Carol Oakley
Ushers: Bob Abrahamson, Bob Martin,
Gus Giannola, John Henderson
Acolyte: Will Stimpson
Advent Family: Mac and Loudelle King
Parking Lot Greeter: Matt Stimpson
Deacon on Call: Gary Weerts
Communion Deacons: Russ Martin, Gary Weerts,
Connie Martin, Betty Griffin

December 8, 2019

Altar Flowers: Cindy Hammond
Greeters: Cindy Hammond
Ushers: Sheri James, William Fisher,
Jacob Mauney, Judy Mauney
Acolyte: Abby Clifton
Advent Family: TBA
Parking Lot Greeter: Chris Gregory
Deacon on Call: Jim McCauley

December 15, 2019

Altar Flowers: Sam and Linda Fowler
Greeters: Sam and Linda Fowler
Ushers: Millard Gold, Peyton Lewis, Tom Powell,
Ralph Waller
Acolyte: Thomas Gregory
Advent Family: TBA
Parking Lot Greeter: Russ Martin
Deacon on Call: Connie Martin

December 22, 2019

Altar Flowers: Tom Powell
Greeters: Tom Powell
Ushers: Jim McCauley, Loudelle King,
Hugh Comfort, Carol Comfort
Acolyte: Andrea Leeds
Advent Family: TBA
Parking Lot Greeter: Gus Giannola
Deacon on Call: Whitney Gregory

December 24, 2019

Elizabeth Rogers & Marianne Hart
Kevin and Vivian Bengel
Mike and Janet Mayse
Jeff and Beth Coker
Ron and Rebecca Cole-Turner
Dan and Sue Kuhn
Jim and Sue Brown
Orval and Marlene Conner
Jack and Mildred Lynch

12/7
12/18
12/19
12/20
12/20
12/26
12/28
12/28
12/30

Ushers: Charlie Merical, Jim Starr, Rich Denault,
Joanne Merical
Acolyte: Grier Ingalls
Advent Family: TBA
Communion Deacons: Russ Martin, Rosilyn Dudley,
Connie Martin, Sam Fowler

December 29, 2019

Altar Flowers: Kevin and Vivian Bengel
Greeters: Kevin and Vivian Bengel
Ushers: Charlie Merical, Jim Starr, Rich Denault,
Joanne Merical
Acolyte: Madison Gregory
Liturgist: Bev, Brayden and Brielle Orwig
Parking Lot Greeter: Charlie Merical
Deacon on Call: Betty Griffin

Mailed: 11/26/2019

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eccucc@att.net

Torch Articles

Please note that all submissions
are due by the 19th for the
upcoming month. Because of limited
space, articles may be edited, saved for
future issues, or omitted. Thank you for
your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail eccucc@att.net
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