Check This Out—Part 1

“Instead of starting to count when you
reach 150 or so, the brain should be
activated closer to 300.”

Some of you out there know the old saying,
“Treat every day as your last, and one day you'll be
right” Well, my darts philosophy is a variation on
that: “Treat every shot as your last...” That's what
this series is all about.

Just as there are strategies in cricket, there are
strategies in ‘01—particularly when it comes to
finishing. Obviously, the top boys know their outs
and how to set them up, but there are many, many
players who struggle in this department.

Darters worldwide look to the British as the
best in the game. We are good, but | believe that,
ability-wise, exists little difference between the
Brits, Americans, Canadians, or anyone else for that
matter. It comes down to two things: experience
and playing the correct shots.

In recent years, a whole new way of thinking
on outshot setups has evolved in the UK. Instead
of starting to count when you reach 150 or so, the
brain should be activated closer to 300.

Okay, | can hear you guys saying, "Hey, I'm
only a league shooter. This doesn't apply to.me!”
Sure it does. You're exactly the kind of player this
is aimed at.

The objective here is to give you more
opportunities to win a game. The more
opportunities you have, the more games you are
going to win. It's a simple concept, actuaily.

Over the next few months, I'll be discussing
ways to leave a finish, particular combinations
to leave a better finish, and the outs themselves.
Naturally, it's impossible to'go into every option of
every shot, but the large majority of one, two, and
three dart options will be discussed.

First, there are a few points which you need to
remember:

» Don't worry if people say you are trying to
make your opponent look small. You're not.

- Don't worry when you're sitting on tops (D-
20) and the enemy finishes 92 with SB, S17,
DB! Take it as a compliment.

- Don't worry about throwing at one of your least
favorite doubles—they're all the same size.

- Don't be afraid to follow your instincts.
Don't, however, let your instincts force you
into reckless shots.

Outshots can be divided into three categories:

1) Must shots
2) Advisable shots

3) Let's-give-it-a-thought shots

All these apply when your opponent is on
a double, or any number that can be finished.
(Remember, treat every shot...)

To illustrate, I'll recall for you the Keith Deller vs.
Eric Bristow final of the 1983 World Championship.
The match was tied at 5 sets all, and Deller was up
2-1in the final set (a 3-1 score would win the match).
Bristow was looking at 121, Deller at 138. Bristow
shoots 520, T17, and now has 50 left with one dart
to throw. Now, perhaps Bristow was thinking, Keith’s
back on 138 - | should get another throw, and Bristow
tossed 518 toleave D16. Delier stepped up, and three
darts later (namely T20, T18, D12), it was all over.

Let’s look at some other examples: Back at the
Budweiser Easy Money Open, Chad Sylvan and |
had reached the top eight of the ‘01 doubles. We
were on a double, and Jim Coakley (a great player,
incidentally) stood on the oche facing 90. The first
dart for T18 missed-and went fat. The second dart
for T12 also went fat. 520 set up D20 for their next
handful, but there was no next-handful.

The shot should have been 520, 520, DB—just
a simple single, single, double. No triple required,
but a T20 first arrow gives you two shots at D15. It
matters not that you love D18...if you don't have
a dart at it. Make sure you give yourself a dart at
a double, and hopefully, it will be the only one
you need.

There's a happy ending to that tale. The following
week at the Lucky Strike Filters Blueberry Hill Open,

Steve Brown’s

Coakley got his revenge on yours truly. [t went 2-zip
in the top four of the singles. Nice one, Jim!

Now to the second example—the semi-final
of the 1990 Swiss Open. | was up against another
top Brit, Paul Reynolds, and he was nicely poised
to take the first leg. It was my shot. Needing 132, |
threw DB, DB, D16, thank you very much.
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Steve Brown's Check This Out! continued . . .

|

| figured that Reynolds wouldn't give me
another turn, so to play the percentages, the first
dart had to be at the cork. Double bull leaves 82,
and if there is enough room, it makes sense to stay
there. If you only pick off a single on your first dart,
107 is still possible with two darts. Anywhere else
on the board with your first one, and you need
two triples and a double, instead of single, triple,
double.

Finally, a midgame situation: You've shot two
darts, and you're now sitting on 188. T20 is fine,
but S20—yuck! A 168 requires more than three
darts to finish. Switch to 18’, and the triple works,
but a single still leaves a finish. | hear you again,
“You don't expect me to take out 170." Maybe not,
but you've got a darn sight more chance on 170
than on 168!

| went through this with a guy who reckoned
he had more chance of hitting T20 with his last
dart (and 128 out), than checking the 170. Looking
a turn farther, a player thinking that probably
wouldn't choose the correct shot for 128 (518,
T20, DB—more details in a later issue), assuming
he found T20.

Therefore, he would need four perfect darts
(T20,T20, T20, D4), whereas a S18 means that only
three darts out of the four need be perfect (518,
T20, T20, DB). Think about it.

Check This Out—Part 2

“The main points to remember here
are a) work on percentages, and b)
don't go where you can bust (if you
can avoid it}.”

Now we'll look at shot options on some of the
lower checkouts.

The most important finishes are those of 60
and below. They are the ones that are left most
frequently, and fouled up most frequently. Of
course, fat singles should pose no problem, but
we all know how “unlucky” they can be, especially
under pressure.

You can reduce your pressure by allowing room
for error (i.e., shooting for fatter areas).

As far as percentages are concerned, some of
these shots may seem contradictory. For instance,
| advise you to shoot S9 with 17 left (even though
the triple will bust), but not the S9 with 75 left.

Without wishing to sound too scientific,
every player's throw has its own characteristics.
Every darter has their own style and action, and
consequently, every dart reacts differently. It can
help if you know exactly how your dart behaves.

Most players have a tendency to “push”the dart
when aiming at a fat single at the top of the board,
which often results in the dart slipping sideways
into the next segment. Therefore, a S9 can seem
easier than a S1 (on certain shots). That may sound
confusing, so I'll try to clarify that with statistics
(and you can try this at home if you like).

Continued on page 30.
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The Bullshooter World Championships XXIHI continved . . .
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3rd-Tara Hallestad/Patricia Pluff {$300); 4th-Sharon Riojas/June
Leahy ($200); T6-Estafan Iglesias/loy Krumwiede, Andrea
Taylor/Suzie Hall {$150); T8-Carolyn Nessmann/Sharon
Sonntag, Marilyn Popp/Stacy Bromberg {$ 100}

WOMEN’S DOUBLES B Cricket, 1st-Dawn Knoll/Tammy Farrey
{$1,600); 2nd-Kazumi Nakagawa/Mari Hodota {$800); 3rd-
Frances Kailmai/Judy Stoddard ($500); 4thJennifer Higgs/
Denise Riegle ($350); Té-lea Collins/Daniella Arnold, Gretel
Flores/Julie Heckman {$250); T8Kristin Schlosser/Melissa
McRae, Lorraine Ulpatcl/Donna Leal {$200).

Trish Grzisek and Shawn Brenneman won the Mixed
Doubles Cricket.

MIXED DOUBLES Cricket, 1st-Trish Grzesik/Shawn Brenneman
{$2,000); 2nd-Stacy Bromberg/John Banks Il {$1,000); 3rd-
Paul Cichos/Charily Seedorf {$650]; 4th-Kathy Karpowich/
Robert Soltys {$450); Té-Linda Anglin/lan Hartwell, Patricia
Pluff/Brian Duenkel {$250}; T8-Missy Arredendo/Ron
Johnson, Marie Azbill/Fredrick Pujdak {$200).

Sam Stout, Christina Medina and Scott Cummings
combined to win the Mixed Triples and the $3,000
firstplace prize

MIXED TRIPLES, 1st-Christina Medina/Scott Cummings/Sam Stout
{$3,000); 2ndGloria Gutierrez/Edward Lawrence/Mike Bundschu
{$1,500); 3rd-Michael Stadler/Rod Sawle/Kristina Babicky ($900);
4thKrissy Grimal/Kevin Jinkensen/Ron Johnson ($600}; TéLinda
Anglin/lan Hartwell/Bradley Nichols, Nicole Hagadorn/Ken Tripp
Jr/Jeff Weiskopff ($450); T8-Yuki lhara/Valerie Haney/Shuntaro
Takamatsu, Jef Mappa/Jennifer Bruknis/William Cross ($375).
MONSTERS OF THE MIDWAY, Men's Team A, 1st-Ray Carver/Tom
Curfain/Glen Gage/Randy Big Dog Van Deursen; 2ndBrad
Wethington/Isen Veljic/Dave Falum/Scolty Burnett.

MONSTERS OF THE MIDWAY, Men's Team B, 1si-Steve Drew/Todd
Drew/Dave Homn/Brian Odekirk; 2nd-Jose Justicia/Alex Vizner/Jose
Alonso/Javier Cebrian MONSTERS OF THE MIDWAY, Women's
Team A, 1stKris Babicky,/Krissy Grimal/Missy Arredondo,/Joy
Krumwiede; 2nd-Suzie Hall/Andrea Taylor/Colleen Eldredge/
Christina Medina

MONSTERS OF THE MIDWAY, Women's Team B, 1st-Marikay
Booker/Brittney Kosarzecki/Sue Johnson/Jennifer Butts; 2nd-
Denielle White/Tara Campbell/Karen Kruthaup/Mandy
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Steve Brown's Check This Out!
continved from page 25.

Take 100 turns trying to take out 17 and
shooting your first dart at the S1. Then take 100
turns trying to take out 17 but shooting your
first dart at S9. You will probably find that you
bust more going for the S1. Likewise, try that
routine with 25 left, shooting at S9 and then S5
first. See what happens.

The main points to remember here are a)
work on percentages, and b) don’t go where you
can bust (if you can avoid it).

By the way, the fact that | prefer tops (D20)
to D16 is totally irrelevant here. Obviously, it's
up to the individual to decide which shot feels
most comfortable. We are inclined to shoot the
way we were taught, like T16-D20 is the only
way for 88, but without necessarily condemning
these as the wrong shots, there is nothing wrong
with searching out alternatives. Particularly with
the lower finishes, | am just providing a list
of alternatives, percentage alternatives, and |
believe in many cases, better alternatives.

We start then, at five. Never be afraid of
S3-D1, instead of S1-D2. D2 can be awfully
intimidating at this stage, and more often than
not, the second dart will land in the S2, forcing
you to switch again. S3 gives you two darts at
the same double.

Skipping past a few numbers (the obvious
ones), we arrive at...

15: 57-D4 or 53-D6 can be risky, with biggies
either side of the single. Try $11-D2, or S13-D1.
A 5S4, S13, or S6 doesn't hurt too bad, and you
can pull the dart for S11 down into the 8 and still
leave a shot.

17: Idon't understand why so many darters
find S1 - D8 the best way. With 20s on one side
and the 18s on the other, you're asking for it.
So, S9 - D4, or even $13-D2, is a safer call. If you
stay clear of the 20, S5-D6 will also work, and T5
doesn't result in a bust.

19: Most decide on 53-D8, but some
occasionally find 519 (bust), or $17 (to leave D1).
Again, don't be too concerned about leaving
D1, but you may feel more comfortable with
S11-D4, or possibly $13-D2.

21: The same as 17, the 20 bed can be a bit
close for comfort. How about 513-D4?

We'll skip 23 (plenty of alternatives on the 7-19-
3-17 area), and come straight to my personal
favorite...

25: If you fancy S17-D4, you must avoid both
the double (34) and triple (51). If you shoot for
59, the triple will bust you. That's why | always
go for S5-D10. T5 still leaves a double (and
there’s nothing wrong with D5).

27: Perhaps $S11-D8§, or one down at the &t
bottom at 7-19-3.

29: Slightly unconventional, but $9-D10, as the
triple, does no real damage.

31: Fifteen is the obvious dart, but as with 27,
the 7-19-3 pick is a possibility. I'd look at S11-
D10, which is slightly preferential to S15-D8, as
a double (22) does not bust.

41: S$1, S5, or S9. For the novice, the bottom of
the board (between 7 and 17) would be fine.

43: T19 may seem a problem, but you can drift
either side of the single (57-D18 or S3-D20}
and leave a double. There is always $11-D16 to
consider.

45: Plenty of alternatives here: 513, S5, or S9.

47: Not critical either. You can go S15-D16,
$11-D18, or 57-D20. Once more, the seven gives
the added luxury of wandering next door (19)
and still having a dart to chuck at a double.

48: Obvious really, on 8's or 16', but spare a
thought for the $12-D18 option.

49: 513 (leaving D18) or 59 (leaving D20)
should get the nod over S17-D16. Either way, if
you hit the triple (T13-D5 or T9-D11), it’s still no
problem. It's the same with...

50: How many times have you picked T18
instead of the single? More times than you care
to remember, no doubt. Therefore, S10-D20, or
S$14-D18.

51: S19-D16 can cause problems, so S11-D20,
or S15-D18.

52: S12-D20is better than 520-D16, but S16—
D18 is also worth a try.

53: S$S17-D18 and no real harm from the triple.
A slip over to 3 still leaves DB. 513-D20 can also
work:

54: This can be an awkward one. 18’ can be
risky, but with only two darts in your hand, it's-a
good shot. Pull down into the 4@nd you've got a
dart at the cork. Normally though, S14 would be
the target for your first dart.

55: S$15-D20 just edges out S19-D18, purely
because of the bust possibility.

56: Same here. $16-D20 is ahead of S20-D16.

57: This is pretty clearcut,with S17-D20,
although.a few players have a liking for SB-D16.
That's okay, but DB leavesiyou a nasty little 7.

58 & 59: These are obvious as is...

60: | know you shauldn't go where you can
bust, but 60 is the one finish with no suitable
alternative.

That's it for this issue. Next time we'll run
through some tricky numbers in the 60's, 70’s and
80's. Shoot well. g
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