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Director...
Greetings, Biggs HOG. Welcome to July, which looks to be a fun month for our HOG family.
We have 15 rides on the books. 15! Our chapter membership form should come with a
label… “Warning: if you don’t like to ride, we may not be the chapter for you.”
A definite highlight for the month is the Yosemite. Mammoth Lakes
Long Distance Trip (LDT), which is described in detail in Bill E’s
article on page 10 of this edition of the HOG Express. And while the
deadline for getting rooms at the reduced rate has come and gone,
Bill has mentioned that if someone would still like to sign up, to contact him at
longdistance@biggshog.com and he may be able to work something out with the hotel.

Yosemite should be a great trip, no doubt… but if you can’t make it, there’s the Colorado Progressive trip in
October that you may want to consider. Plus, it’s never too early to start thinking about going on one or more of
next year’s trips. Bill is already kicking around ideas for 2019, but if you have somewhere in mind, you can send
him suggestions at the email listed above.
One thing, though - if you’ve never gone on one of our Long Distance Trips, like
our membership form, they should come with a warning label: “Caution: Biggs
HOG LDT’s have been determined to be habit forming. Attendance on one may
Biggs HOG’s
cause a strong desire to go on all of them.” Ask anyone who’s been on one, and
Long Distance Trips
they’ll tell you: the rides, the scenery, the camaraderie… there’s nothing else like
may be habit forming.
it. And if you go on one, you’ll likely be back for more; in fact, you’ll often hear
people say they booked their second LDT the day after the got back from their first one.
OK, now for some chapter business. Believe it or not, our primary officer elections are only three months away,
and nominations are just two months downstream… so please put these items on your calendar. And if anyone
is looking to get more involved in the chapter as a secondary officer for 2019, now’s the time to start thinking
about it. If any of our secondary officer positions are of interest to you, you can speak to the incumbent officer
to see if they are planning on stepping aside after this year, and even if they aren’t, you could ask if they would
be interested in an assistant who can be trained to take over when the time comes. We do know of one opening
for 2019: Volunteer Coordinator. Carmen H, who is doing a fantastic job, has let us know that the call of family
will keep her from continuing next year. Feel free to talk to her or any of the Primary Officers if you are
interested in taking on this role and helping Biggs HOG continue to be the fun, exciting chapter that it is!
And speaking of a fun exciting chapter, I want to close with this thought as it’s something
that pops into my head quite often. We have a pretty cool chapter, don’t we? We go on
great rides, hold fun events, and we also have a serious side where we help out great
causes like May Ride, Toy Store Invasion, and our relationship with the 3D Tracks. We have
a bunch of talented, dedicated people who help this chapter go, and more people waiting
in the wings to do their part. And we have the best members of any chapter around – fun
loving, caring people who enjoy each other’s company and have each other’s back. And let’s not forget the
smiles, the hugs, and the laughter at our rides, our meetings, our RAR’s and LDT’s… those are the cherry on the
cake. So, yeah… Biggs HOG is pretty special - and it’s you guys who make it that way!
And with that, it’s that time… time to hear the rumble. Saddle up! Let’s Ride!!!

Bob G
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Asst. Director...
While renewing my Road America service plan, I had to choose my bike’s model
abbreviation. This got me wondering if everybody in the chapter knew how those
abbreviations are created. My bike, the Street Glide Special, has a model
abbreviation of FLXHS. Here is how that is created.
Harleys used to be based on five general families; Touring, Softail, V-Rod, Dyna, and Sportster. In 2018, the
families shrunk to Touring, Sportster and the new mono-shock Softail. Each family has a set of features that
makes them unique. As a general rule, when it comes to Harley Davidson abbreviations, the following three
standards apply:
1st Letter: This signifies the engine series.
F = Big V-Twin Motor; X = Sports & Special Construction; V = Revolution Motor
2nd Letter: Identifies the diameter size of the forks.
*This excludes the Sportster & V-Rod Models
L = Large Diameter Forks; X = Small Diameter Forks
3rd Letter: Designates the frame style.
*This is where you can differentiate between a Touring, pre 2018 Softail, or Dyna Model
H/T = Highway/Touring Frame; ST = Softail Frame; D = Dyna Frame
Any additional letter indicates features that may accompany that particular bike family. This is usually where
the confusion occurs since Harley Davidson tends to use the same letter to designate different features of a
bike.
So, take two models that sound similar but are really different; the Fat Bob, FXDF & the Fat Boy, FLSTF. You
can tell that they are both “Big Twin” bikes but the Fat Bob has smaller diameter forks & is a Dyna frame
whereas the Fat Boy has wide forks & is a “Softail” frame bike. The new 2018 Softail models take confusion
one step further as they have lost a specific third letter frame designation.
FXBR

Breakout

FLDE

Deluxe

FXFB

Fat Bob

FLFB

Fat Boy

FXBB

Street Bob

FLSB

Sport Glide

FLHC

Heritage Classic

FXLR

Low Rider

FLSL

Slim

While this attempted explanation might have raised more questions than it answers remember, whether
you’re riding a XL883L or a FLHTCUSE it’s all about getting into the wind!

Scott N
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DEALER NEWS...
Check out what’s happenin’ on
SATURDAYS in July!!!

Check us out at www.facebook.com/biggsharley
www.instagram.com/biggsharley or www.twitter.com/biggsharley

For more info, email receptionist@biggsh-d.com or visit.

The Staff at Biggs H-D
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June Chapter Meeting
Good Family Times!!
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Road Captain...
Since we are at the halfway point of our riding season, we thought that
we would take this opportunity to remind everyone of a couple of items.
Both of these items were brought back from Harley Officer Training by
out chapter officers who attended the training. National H.O.G. only has
two rules about group rides: (1) No alcohol, and (2) All participants must
have a waiver in effect. As National H.O.G. evolves, so does their perspective on some of their own policies.
First, they have expanded their prohibition of alcohol to include passengers. As we all know, alcohol and
H.O.G. events & rides do not mix. In the past, many chapters have assumed that passengers were exempt
from this policy. Well, this year National H.O.G. clearly stated that passengers are included in this policy.
So, when we get to an intermediate stop for lunch, it’ll have to be “G-Rated” beverages all around.
Second, they have lightened up on their recommended method of ensuring that all ride participants have a
waiver in effect. That requirement is still in effect. But they have gone back to the way things were a few
years ago. They no longer recommend that we have a clipboard with pages of our membership names to
verify and check off for all ride participants. Our scanner didn’t really satisfy that requirement, but it was
our step in that direction. Anyway, H.O.G. policy now is that we can satisfy our requirement if we simply
get an acknowledgement from each ride participant, prior to each ride, that our chapter and National
H.O.G. memberships are current. And that is why we require that ALL ride participants attend each pre-ride
brief and acknowledge current membership status.
(In my first paragraph I mentioned our riding season. We do in fact have a riding season here in Southern
California: January 1 to December 31 each year!)
See you on the road!

Don “Agent 86” A - Road Captain
Ed “Fast Eddie” P - Asst. Road Captain

Congratulations Charles S!!!

Mike’s 1st Ride!!!
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Safety...
Well, its July and this is the month when BIGGS H.O.G. goes to Yosemite and Mammoth
Lakes. The weather is great and our Activities Committee has got some great rides lined up.
All of our riders play a part in the training of our RGITs. They are the future of the Road
Guard corps and they are now tasked with leading five or more rides in the primary position
before their next training ride. Look for their green ropes and hats!
This month, I want to discuss how we should be improving our riding skills and thus
becoming safer riders. The trick here is to practice becoming a better rider each time you get
on your motorcycle.
1. Your Eyes:
Scan what is behind you using your mirrors. Look to the sides and in front of you, constantly looking for
potential hazards. Move your head! Look for the motorcycles behind you. Be ready to send signals back or a
lost rider signal forward. Remember, your eyes can continue scanning back and forth, even when your head
turns and sets up your body position for anticipating the bike's next direction.
Target fixation can be deadly, so practice avoiding it in turns or on straightaways by visually selecting
something on the road (cars, debris, dark/light patches, etc.) and immediately looking farther down the
road. Your brain will retain a short-term map of what was just seen and you then can guide your bike around
the next corner. Remember, if you look at something, that is where your motorcycle will go.
2. Body Position:
When we ride on curvy back roads you need to set yourself up for each turn. First, shift
your rear off the seat in the new direction you will be going. Next, lean your head toward
that same direction to utilize body weight for steering. This technique not only reduces
target fixation significantly but it also sets the tone for the entire turn. Always try to be
anticipating the next turn as you are executing your current turn.

3. Rolling On & Off The Throttle:
Your throttle control should be automatic. It should be part of your muscle memory and not something you
should think about each time you vary your throttle position. When you are slowing down, you should be
rolling the throttle forward. Anticipate when you need to slow and let the throttle do the work. When you
see a stop sign or a yellow/red light, the first step is throttle control. Downshift as the engine rpms drop.
Then, use the brakes if necessary.
Remember, every time you swing your leg over your bike, this is just
another opportunity to ride and practice your essentials while
enjoying the amazing beauty in our corner of the universe. We really
are lucky to be living in San Diego County!!
Until the next ride, be safe out there & enjoy!!!

Larry H
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Editor...
Calling all Chapter Members!!!
I need your input...What is your favorite ride???
I’ve heard many stories from you about a ride here or a ride there & I love hearing your excitement as you
share those memories. Hearing these stories always makes me think “Now, that sounds like a blast! I’d like
to do that ride one day!” So, I’d like to hear from you!! Use your imagination, grab our family reader’s
attention. Here’s something to get you thinking about your favorite ride.

Captain’s Log, HDMC HOG #270
Hogdate: August 2010 to March 2018
Although I’ve always been a passenger, and a proud one at that, for over 25 years
my most favorite experiences are with the BIGGS HOG “Family of Friends” these
past several years… And so, the Captain’s HOG Log begins…
August 2010: This was my first introduction to a Harley & the back seat (okay, all
those that have dirty minds need to stop right there…or not...). Not really knowing
about Biggs HOG (I know, who doesn’t know about Biggs HOG?) I thought it was
awesome that we had a HOG group in our community!

May 2011 – April 2017: As I started to ride with Biggs HOG, I realized just how
safely the Road Guards were trained. Our Road Guard Program is the best and
knowing the training they go through comforts me when I ride as a passenger.
to be continued next month…..

Email your submission of 250 words or less to Editor@BiggsHog.com & don’t
forget to include some photos to share!! Watch the upcoming issues to see
what some of our family favorites are!!! I can’t wait to see what all of you are
going to submit!!!

Kathie C
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Ladies of Harley...
At June’s LOH meeting at Mike’s BBQ we had the privilege of Blackie and Ken F sharing
their experiences with us about their ride across our beautiful country in this year’s RUN
FOR THE WALL to our nation’s capitol.
The ten day ride to the WALL was filled with patriotic
gestures by several communities along the way both big & small. They
passed through streets, under & over bridges & highway overpasses that
were lined with people, both young & old alike, waving American flags.
The communities also provided lunches & entertainment for the riders
all along the route.

They visited schools & VA hospitals. Both Blackie & Ken shared with us
just what a moving experience it was. The slide show presentation was
very touching. The Run For The Wall is something that each of us hope
we can experience some day.
Blackie was asked to ride in honor of one of our own members’ brother,
Eric Donn Saltz. Eric began his tour of duty on July 26, 1969 and it sadly
ended just 28 days later on August 22, 1969. If you ever have the
opportunity to visit this solemn memorial to our military veterans, Eric Donn Saltz’s name can be found on
Panel 19W; Line 98. Until next moth, Ride Safe!

Mary D

A Celebration Of Life...
Paying Respect To Our Sister,
Pamela Beaver
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Long Distance...
Hi Folks!!
Hard to imagine it’s already July, but there’s still plenty of rides to come this year. And, we
have a great four day trip coming up to Mammoth Lakes/Yosemite July 20th through July
23rd. Come enjoy riding up the eastern slopes of the Sierra Nevada Mountains & enjoying
the wonderful views of one of California’s true gems. Not only is the ride to Mammoth Lakes beautiful, there
are so many sights to see just on the edges of town. There will be short ride around the beautiful lakes near
Mammoth, but Devil’s Postpile is just a short ride through the ski area to visit and it’s well worth doing.
There is so much to see in the Sierras that two days
only scratches the surface. After the scenic ride to
Mammoth on Friday, the plan is for most of the group
to visit Yosemite on Saturday. There is no way I can
describe how beautiful this ride is, from going up the
grade on Tioga Pass through the beautiful lakeside
country and then through Tuolumne Meadows, it’s just
amazing. Going to Glacier Point with its beautiful view
of Yosemite Valley with all its water falls and rugged
mountains, I can’t imagine a more beautiful view. After
our stop at Glacier Point, we’ll head to the Valley for
lunch and a chance for you to see some of the sights on
your own. This really is one of the most beautiful spots
in the National Parks. Sunday’s group ride will be up to
Bridgeport & Twins Lakes, which is amazing in its own
right. But you’re also free to go explore on your own; there are tons of sights see up there… and, you can
still sign up if you want to go!!!
The final trip of the year is a nine day trip Oct 17 thru 25 to Colorado. Many of our members have asked for a
longer trip like some of the other Chapters do, so it was decided to try it this year. The word was put out to
the chapter and I asked folks in my newsletter articles to let me know if they might be interested in going on
a trip like this. I got a really good response with lots of members saying they were interested in going so, the
trip was planned. So far, though, only a handful of people have signed up & I’m wondering what happened
to all the interest I originally got?? This really is too beautiful a ride to miss!! If there’s any way you can
swing going we’ve got some great room pricing!! The cost for the nine days is only about 50% more than one
of our standard four day trips!!

Personally, I’m really looking forward to it & not just because I’ve had to miss some of the other LDT’s this
year. I can share that most of this route is one that I did with three very special friends at a special time in
my life and, I can tell you from experience, it really is spectacular!! I really would like to share this special
adventure with as many as can go! As much as I’ve traveled with the chapter & all the wonderful sights I’ve
been blessed to see, this route not only allowed me to fill some of my bucket list items, but I saw sights I
never could have imagined. Colorado is truly, truly beautiful!! I hope some of you will take advantage of this
trip & join us for a great time! Oh, and one more note: I have one gentleman who is looking for a roommate,
so if you’re interested in going & would like to have a roomie, let me know & we’ll see what can be worked
out.
Thanks for your support of our Long Distance program, and please…ride safe!

Bill E & Patrick D
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Petersen’s Donuts to Bates Nut Farm to Peppertree Frosty…..
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Membership...
It’s that time of year again! Happy 4th of July!! What does your 4th of July look like? For
most, it means a celebration of the birth of our great nation and getting together with
great friends. For others, it means a time to take a vacation, to get out on the road on
our Harleys (or campers/RVs, etc.). To a lot of people, it’s time to get together with
friends and family – ah yes, the barbecues, the picnics, the fireworks! It’s a great time of year…enjoy!
As a reminder, we are no longer scanning membership cards for meetings, volunteering or rides, but don’t
toss your card as the Rider Rewards are still accrued with purchases at the dealership. Also to participate in
the check-in, birthday and saddlebag drawings, you must be a member in good standing, both local and
nationally. Be sure to keep an eye on your National HOG membership expiration date. Membership has its
privileges!
June brought us warmer temperatures that were great for riding. I am especially enjoying the wind therapy
on my Fat Boy. The new Softails are a blast and I encourage you to take one for a ride at the dealership. I am
very excited for the Mammoth/Yosemite Long Distance Trip coming up later this month. Not only for just
the ride but it’s a great opportunity to make new friends and rekindle old friendships, especially for our new
members. Have you signed up yet?

Our Membership total is up to 215 members! Amazing! Welcome to our newest members Larry and Joel K,
Scott M, and guests Noreen and Chuck H, visiting from Texas. We hope you make the move and become
members of our Biggs family. The winners at our June Chapter meeting were Mike F for the birthday
drawing and newly renewed member Brenda D for the $50 saddlebag drawing. Congratulations!
Many thanks to the volunteers Michele D & Dennis L who helped out at the sign-in & membership tables
during the Chapter meeting.
If your contact information or email address has changed, if you are not receiving the weekly E-Blasts or
have any questions about your membership, send me an email at Membership@BiggsHog.com. I hope to
see all of you at our July 13th Chapter meeting!
Until then – ride safe, ride smart, ride often and wear your sunscreen!

John S
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2018 PRIMARY OFFICERS
DIRECTOR ~ Bob G
Director@BiggsHog.com
ASSITANT DIRECTOR ~ Scott N
AsstDir@BiggsHog.com
SECRETARY ~ Michele DeS
Secretary@BiggsHog.com
TREASURER ~ Donna R
Treasurer@BiggsHog.com

2018 SECONDARY OFFICERS

ACTIVITIES ~ Dale D
Activities@BiggsHog.com
Local Rides
Activities Committee:
Linda D, Michele DeS, Bob G, Debi G,
Donna R, Scott N, Ed “Fast Eddie” P,
Tom “Blackie” B, Bill E, Lewis M, Joe C,
Kathie C
Long Distance ~ Bill E
Assistant ~ Pat D
ActivitiesLongDistance@BiggsHog.com
CALENDAR ~ Debi G
Calendar@BiggsHog.com
EDITOR ~ Kathie C
Editor@BiggsHog.com
HISTORIAN ~ Terry W
Historian@BiggsHog.com
LOH ~ Mary D
HarleyLadies@BiggsHog.com
Assistant ~ Kathlene M
VOLUNTEERS ~ Carmen H Volunteers@BiggsHog.com

MEMBERSHIP /AMBASSADOR ~ John S
Membership@BiggsHog.com
Ambassador Team: Julie L, Sharon M, Mark S,
Martina K, Kathlene M
MERCHANDISE ~ Blackie Merchandise@BiggsHog.com
MILITARY ~ Jensen R MilitaryLiaison@BiggsHog.com
Assistant ~ Rita M
PHOTOGRAPHER ~ Larry C
Photo@BiggsHog.com
P/R ~ Ken F
PublicRelations@BiggsHog.com
ROAD CAPTAIN ~ Don A
RoadCapt@BiggsHog.com
Assistant ~ “Fast Eddie”
RG At LARGE ~ Terry W
RGatLarge@BiggsHog.com
SAFETY ~ Larry H
Safety@BiggsHog.com
WEBMASTER ~ “Fast Eddie”
Admin@BiggsHog.com
Assistant ~ Joe C
CHAPTER MANAGER ~ Howie W
DealerLiaison@BiggsHog.com
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Be sure to PATRONIZE
our Advertisers and
tell them where you
saw their ad!!!

Behind
Starbucks.
Across from
Carl’s Jr.

Carmen & Jose Guerrero
755 N. Quince #D
Escondido, CA 92025

(760)
740-0600

Affordable Patches Sewn On Your Jacket/Vest

Advertise Your Business or Service In The HOG Express!!
Email Editor@BiggsHog.com For Current Rates & Specials

3rd Tracks
Marksmanship Training Unit
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Check The Most
Current Calendar At
www.biggshog.com

HOGTIVITIES
July 2018

Sun, July 1: Peacock Picnic/Leo Carrillo Ranch
9 AM Starbucks Knoll Rd.
Medium distance via back roads to Leo Carrillo Ranch Historic
Park. Will stop for food prior to entering park.
Mon, July 2: Activities Committee
6 PM Dinner; 6:45 PM Meeting at Coyote Cafe in Vista.
Everyone’s welcome but space is limited. If you want to attend
and you are not already a committee member please contact
ActivitiesLocal@Biggshog.com.
Wed, July 4th: A Memorable Ride
1 PM Starbucks Knoll Rd.
Medium distance ride to Vista Gardens (Memory
Care) in Vista. The residents enjoy the visit & it
really brightens their day.

Call Our
24 Hour Ride Line
(760) 736-2920

Sun, July 15: Bug Splat Challenge!!
9 AM Starbucks Knoll Rd.
Medium distance on back roads with a stop at Dudley's for
sandwiches. Then on to Palomar Observatory for a picnic lunch.
Stickers will be passed out to see who wins this year’s bug splat
challenge!! The winner will receive a gift card!!
Tues, July 17: Get Your Ride On To The Chapter Dinner
6 PM Biggs H-D.
Very short distance ride ending at Mike's BBQ in Escondido for
Ladies of Harley Chapter Dinner.
Tues, July 17: Chapter Dinner & Speaker
6 PM Dinner; Speaker at 7 PM.
Hosted by our LOH at Mike’s BBQ in Escondido. The speaker this
month is our chapter Historian Terry W and everyone is welcome!!

Wed, July 4th: Big Bang Ride
6 PM Starbucks Knoll Rd.
Celebrate the fourth by taking a short ride on back roads. We’ll
stop and pick up sandwiches at Philly Frank's on the way to
watch fireworks at Kathleen & Scott M’s house.

Thurs, July 19: Weekday Ride
9 AM Biggs H-D.
Destination: Ride, have fun & more than likely enjoy a meal with
Biggs HOG.

Fri, July, 6: Time Out for Tacos!!
6 PM Biggs H-D.
Join us for a short ride on back roads to the Timeout Café in Vista
for street tacos. Just $2 a taco - street taco events are cash only!

Fri, July 20: Yosemite Long Distance Trip (LDT)
Fri, July 20 thru Mon, July 23.
See the long distance tab on the Biggs HOG website for hotel info.
Preliminary trip packets will be sent out to those who have signed
up for each trip approximately 6 weeks prior to the departure.

Sat, July 7: Meatball Challenge #7
11 AM Starbucks Knoll Rd.
Medium distance ride on backroads to Uncle Tony's
in Vista for Meatball challenge #7.

Sun, July 22: Ronald McDonald House
7:30 AM Starbucks Knoll Rd.
Poker Ride for Ronald McDonald House.
Visit http://rmhride.com for more information.

Sun, July 8: Cabrillo National Monument
10 AM Biggs H-D.
Medium distance, back roads to Cabrillo National Monument.
$10.00 entry fee for Motorcycles or bring your current National
Park Pass.

Thurs, July 26: Pizza - It’s What’s For Dinner!!
6 PM Biggs H-D.
Short distance ride to Pizza Tap Room on Nordahl Rd. for dinner.

Wed, July 11: Officer’s Meeting (Invite Only)
6 PM dinner; 7 PM Meeting
Fri, July 13: Chapter Meeting
7 PM Biggs H-D
Arrive early at 6 PM to socialize, sign up to volunteer or, take the
opportunity to renew your chapter Membership. Don’t forget to
stop by the LOH table & sign up for the LOH Progressive Dinner!
Sat, July 14: Formation 101 (F101)
8:30 AM Biggs H-D.
Come & learn how we ride as a group. Or, if you haven't been in
a while, come refresh your knowledge. Coffee & doughnuts
served. All members receive a Rider Pin for attending.
Sat, July 14: Get Acquainted Ride (GAR)
10:15 AM Biggs H-D.
After Formation 101, put your knowledge to work during our
most popular ride & then eat lunch with your HOG family!

Sat, July 28: Pizza - July Birthday Celebration!!
11 AM Starbucks Knoll Rd.
Medium distance on back roads to The Habit in
Carlsbad then its on to Baked Bear for dessert.!!
We want to celebrate those with a July birthday! If you don’t have
a July birthday come any way and help us celebrate those born this
month!!
Sun, July 29: Yahtzee Ride
9 AM Starbucks Knoll Rd.
Team up with friends or head out on your own for this fun filled,
picture taking ride!! Rules & score card provided at 9AM. This is an
unescorted ride with no designated route. Just get pix of as many
items on the list as possible. Then get to Richie's Diner in Temecula
by 1:00 pm for the judging. Prize awarded for 1st place!
Mon, July 30: Activities Committee
6 PM Dinner; 6:45 PM Meeting at Coyote Cafe in Vista.
Everyone’s welcome but space is limited. If you want to attend
and you are not already a committee member please contact
ActivitiesLocal@Biggshog.com.
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BIGGS H.O.G. CHAPTER
North San Diego County

P.O. BOX 610
San Marcos, CA
92079-0610

The HOG Express is published by the Biggs
Chapter North San Diego County H.O.G. for the
use of its membership. Neither Biggs Chapter
North San Diego County H.O.G., Biggs HarleyDavidson, nor the Harley-Davidson Motor Co.
make any claims as to the accuracy of the
information published.

The Biggs HOG Family

