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By Dave Falzetti, USFWS

You’ve probably noticed the recently installed Friends of Dungeness National
Wildlife Refuge’s blue donation can at the entrance to the Dungeness NWR. The
blue “iron ranger” is the result of a collaborative effort between the Friends,
Sequim High School, and local businesses. With this new addition visitors will
find it much easier to make donations to the non-profit Friends organization to
support Refuge programs and projects. Friend’s customers can also deposit
payments for Friends merchandise items such as lapel pins.

Steve Harwood, co-owner of Dog House
Powder Coating (missing is Laurie Harwood)
Photo: P. Schoen / USFWS.

Lynn Drake, Pat Schoen, Harrison Greer, Steve Muller, and John Maxwell. Photo: J. Merluccio / USFWS.

The metal “iron ranger” was custom built by Harrison Greer, a second year
Sequim High School welding student. The attractive blue powder coating was
donated by Steve and Laurie Harwood, co-owners of Dog House Powder Coating
in Sequim. Installation was completed by Refuge Volunteer Steve Muller and the
decals were designed by Refuge Volunteer and Friends Board Member Jason West.
The entire project was coordinated by Lynn Drake and Pat Schoen, Friends Board
Members and Refuge Volunteers.
The new “iron ranger” received several hundred dollars in donations from Refuge
visitors in just the first few weeks of operation. The Friends will use the donations
for Refuge educational programs and habitat projects and to support the Refuge’s
very active volunteer program.
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Steve Muller preparing for installation.
Photo: R. Andris / USFWS.
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October Geology Walk with Dave Parks



We had more than 30 Volunteers for Dave’s talk on Friday and 88 people for his
Saturday public talk. Both were quite good but Saturday's group was a bit over
capacity. We also had Anne Shaffer and several bluff front land owners on Saturday
which made for great discussion. Dave is a geologist with Washington Department
of Natural Resources and volunteered his time for these informative walks.

Friends of Dungeness
National Wildlife Refuge
Mailing Address
715 Holgerson Rd.
Sequim, WA 98382
Web Site
http://www.fodnwr.org
Friends Email
fodnwr@gmail.com
Refuge Phone
(360) 457-8451

 
 

Dave Parks of Washington Dept. of Natural Resources educating volunteers and visitors. Photo: USFWS

Ellie Ausmus
Bruce Brod, Treasurer
Jessie Christiansen, Vice President
Linda Gutowski
Jeanie McNamara, Clerk
John Maxwell, President
Margaret Maxwell
Jason West



Environmental Education
Environmental Restoration
Jessie Christiansen
Fundraising
Linda Gutowski
Outreach
Jason West
Refuge Protection
Margaret Maxwell
Dave explains the process of erosion of the bluffs which provides material for the Spit. Photo: USFWS
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Please contact us if you would like to
work with the Friends.
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A Word from the Friends Board President
By John Maxwell
What kinds of special events can Friends of Dungeness NWR put on to raise
money for our projects?
To find out, on Tuesday, November 7, I listened to an NCTC webinar Friends
special events.
They presented four special events: “Bowjam” at Holla Bend NWR, in Arkansas,
“Cars to Critters” at Ottawa NWR by Lake Erie, a “Wine & Cheese Benefit” at
Wertheim NWR, on the south shore of Long Island, and ‘“Ding” Darling and Doc
Ford’s Tarpon Tournament’ in Florida.
The Florida event cleared about $80,000, but they are in the high-rent area by
Sanibel Island, Florida. Their co-sponsor was Doc Ford’s Rum and Seafood Bar.
On the other end of the money scale, Cars to Critters sponsored a popular local
event, showcasing classic cars, and recruiting new Friends members.
Bowjam introduced children to archery and bowhunting. It is not a big moneymaker, but it is very popular, and it netted new members for Friends. Holla Bend
NWR allows bow hunting, making this program a natural for them.
The Long Island event featured local wines and cheeses, along with a local music
group. Their Friends cleared $3,300 after expenses, and shared part of the proceeds
with the rest of the Long Island Refuge Complex.
While it was not included in the webinar, Friends of Brazoria NWR near Houston
just hosted a wine tasting event, with “fine French wines” and hors d’oeouvres.
Despite the hurricane turmoil, they netted about $45,000. It be used to build a
new access trail in a recently-acquired part of the Refuge.

Late fall sun on the spit.

All five special events had some combination of food, musical entertainment and
wildlife-focused activities. In a couple of weeks NCTC will have a recording of the
webinar up on their web site. I will send out the link when it becomes available.
OK, what kind of special events can we put on? One idea is another “Kids’ Day”
next summer, like we did for the centennial. This would be a great opportunity to
meet the neighborhood and recruit more Friends. It would not raise money, but it
would put us on local residents’ radar in a positive way.
Or a book event, done jointly with a local book store, inviting an author who has
written about the Spit to read to the audience. Have his/her books for sale.
What ideas do you have for special events we can sponsor?
Continued on page 4.
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Autumn leaves and mushroom along the
main trail.
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OPEN HOUSE & MUSIC EVENT
Cabled Fiber & Yarn
SATURDAY DECEMBER 16, 2:00 – 4:00 PM

In addition to special events, there are other things I would like to see us do:
• Recruit some volunteer docents who would lead one-hour nature walks down
the trail and onto the spit, talking about the geology, natural history and bird life
of the Refuge.
• More training events like the bird workshop and rock walks, as both community outreach and training for those docents. A couple of us would like to see a
workshop focused on the plants along the trail and out on the Spit. Are there any
botanists we could ask to lead such an event? (Just in passing, Dave Falzetti
counted about 88 people on the public rock walk.)
• Focus on recruiting new Friends. Pointing out the “Blue Ranger” to refuge
visitors is an ideal opportunity to do this. If they are willing to give us contact
information, we can send them a thank-you letter and our Friends newsletter, The
Brant. Friends don’t have to be just from our area, either. The more, the merrier,
especially for raising funds toward special projects. (Then we can add them to a
data base for future fund raising.) Also, think internationally. I have been amazed
by the number of visitors we get from Israel. This Refuge is apparently recommended in a guidebook published there. Who knew?

An afternoon of seasonal and contemplative music
played by pianist Margaret Maxwell
Margaret will perform hymns and carols to accompany knitting,
crochet, chatting and sharing. Sing-alongs of traditional
Christmas carols will begin at 3:30.

Donations will be accepted for Friends of the Dungeness National

Donations
accepted to benefit Friends
Wildlife Refuge (FODNWR).
of Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge
Saturday December 16th 2:00–4:00pm
125 W First Street, Port Angeles, WA

You can support Friends
while shopping. Go to:
smile.amazon.com

Too ambitious? My list is probably not ambitious enough. Whatever we can do to
put Dungeness NWR and its Friends group on the map is energy well spent.
Think big!

and select Friends of
Dungeness National
Wildlife Refuge.

Oh, yes, NCTC stands for National Conservation Training Center, located in West
Virginia, and operated by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Last August, Margaret
and I attended a 5-day Friends Academy there. I am still pumped up from that
experience. See you on the Refuge! — John Maxwell, Board President

You can also make a
donation on our web site.

Meet Sierra
Sierra Hemmig is the new laborer/caretaker for Dungeness National Wildlife
Refuge. You'll most likely see her around maintaining trails and working on her
bird calls. She is an alumni of The Evergreen State College and spent the past few
years serving in AmeriCorps to conserve public lands. She also worked for USFWS
in Montana surveying for, mapping, and spraying invasive weeds. She's especially
interested in native plants and their role in wildlife habitat.
Sierra is enjoying working with our dedicated refuge staff and volunteers so far.
She hopes to get to know everyone better, so please feel free to reach out to her.
She's looking forward to working with the Weed Warriors in the near future as well.
Sierra, our new staff member.
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