FEBRUARY 2021

NEWSLETTER

UPCOMING EVENTS
from the newborn baby, Feb 11: Valentine ‘s Day celebration
helpless, unconscious ... Feb 12: Chinese New Year celebration

unable to raise itself, comes forth

the individual adult with perfected
form, with a mind enriched with all Mar 19: Chinese poem recital
the acquisitions of his psychic life,
radiant with the light of the spirit,
this is the child's doing. Apr 2: School closed for Parent-Teacher

Mar 8-12: Spring break (school is open)

Mar 22: Picture Day

-Maria Montessori conference

Apr 9: English speech recital
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Chinese New Year is coming on February 12,
2021! It will be year of the Ox. At school, we will
celebrate by giving each child a red envelope and

doing a craft. Wear red on Friday, February 12th!

Here are some facts to share with your children:

It's also called the Lunar New Year.

It's celebrated in many countries: China,
South Korea, Vietnam, Singapore, Malaysia,
and Indonesia .

It's often celebrated with dragon dances, lion
dances, gift exchanges, and fireworks .

People wish each other good luck, happiness
and wealth for the new year.

Gifts are money in 'red packets' or little red
envelopes as these symbolize prosperity and
happiness.

The bright colors, and especially red colors,
are seen as a lucky symbol. Red decorations,
lanterns and colorful symbols can be seen
everywhere. These shall attract luck and
prosperity for the year to come.

To access your tax receipt in Childpilot, click

on Billing, then click on Tax Statement.

Be sure to select the correct year and full

year.

Please let us know if you have any problems

accessing your receipt.

Speech Recitals

Our annual Chinese and English speech recitals are
coming up in March and April, respectively.

Chinese poem recital: 3/19
English poem recital: 4/9

Why Memorization?

Young children will naturally memorize language pat-
terns from their cultural environment. If teachers and
parents don't provide enough high quality models, kids
will automatically internalize and memorize random
stuff from their environment- mainly TV advertisements
and songs on the radio, [...]" If we don't provide the
content and opportunity for organized memorization
kids will let popular culture be their teacher [...] they'll
memorize McDonald's commercials and the theme
song to their favorite TV show. Memorization is not on-
ly natural for young children, it is culturally powerful
and educationally essential. Neurologically, memoriza-
tion develops the brain in a way nothing else can. Neu-
rons make connections through frequency, intensity,
and duration of stimulation. When children memorize
(and maintain the ability to recite) interesting poems,
all three of these variables are involved in a powerful
way, strengthening the network of neural connections
which build the foundation of raw intelligence. In short,
the more neurons we have connected to other neu-
rons, the more "RAM" we have in the CPU of our
brains, and the rigor of memorization of poetry is a
powerful tool in this process."

Why Poetry?

They are good training grounds for memorization be-
cause they are easier to remember than prose.

Poetry has forms of chosen rhythm and rhyme, which
means they require sophisticated words and grammat-
ical patterns above our normal exposure or conversa-
tional usage.

Poetry has richness of meaning and concentrated
thought and therefore provides ample opportunity for
questions and reflections.

From: https://www.theclassicalacademy.co/blog/why-
memorize-poetry



SHOULD ICOMETO SCHOOL OR NOT?

For the safety and well-being of all our students and faculty, students should remain
at home when they exhibit signs of illness, including but not limited to:

« Symptoms of Covid, or having close contact with a suspected Covid-positive
patient

« Fever greater than 100.0°F. They must be fever-free (without use of fever-
reducing medications) for 24 hours before returning to school.

« Vomiting (2 or more episodes)

« Difficulty breathing including requiring breathing treatments every 2 hours or
more

o Diarrhea (2 or more episodes)

« Bloodinstools

« Persistent abdominal pain that continues for more than 2 hours

« Rash with fever or behavior change

« Purulent conjunctivitis ("pink eye" with thick discharge from the eye)

« Head lice, must be completely nit-free

« Impetigo (a bacterial skin infection) until 24 hours after treatment starts

« Strep throat or other streptococcal infection, until 24 hours after starting
antibiotics and fever has ended

« Chicken pox, until all sores have dried and crusted (usually 6 days)

« Feelingtooill to comfortably participate in activities

A valuable new year goal for any family is to commit to
a healthy lifestyle both physically and emotionally. Take We still have some Spaces

the stairs instead of the elevator or have a technology available in our Dance Class!
break by turning off devices for a while each today. As a The class is on Monday

parent, it is important that you stay healthy so that . .
mornings and is $60 for 4

you’re more prepared to face challenges as they arise.
Help your kids stay healthy as well by encouraging them classes.
to eat well, get more sleep and talk about their feelings.

Contact the office to sign up!

Click here for more healthy tips for the whole family.



https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/5-relatively-easy-new-years-resolutions-to-help-your-child-and-family-be-healthier-and-happier-2016122010902

National School Choice Week

National School Choice Week is an important time and
exciting for parents and supporters across America to
raise awareness about the importance of opportunity in
education.

Use NSCW as an opportunity to search for the best
learning environment for your children. Take time to
celebrate an effective teacher or administrator at your
child’s school. Or raise awareness about the importance
of diversity, variety, and opportunity in K-12 education!
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$0.98 $2.48

Congratulations to the teachers and staff of our

Plano school! They have earned their Texas

Rising Star certification.

Texas Rising Star is a quality rating and

improvement system for Texas early childhood

programs.

The Allen school will work on certification in

2021.



https://www.facebook.com/DiscoveryMontessoriAllen

