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ST. FRANCIS: A GOOD STEWARD

As some of you know, I was part of a Roman Catholic religious order for a few years right after college. This
group, the Franciscans, was founded by Francis of Assisi and our Church recognizes October 4th as his feast
day.
Many people know about Francis and his love of nature, creation and especially animals. It is common for
our churches to practice a yearly ritual of blessing animals in honor of St. Francis on the Sunday closest to
his observed feast.
But Francis did more than just identify with the goodness of animals and nature. He believed fervently in
being a humble servant of God. But he didn’t start out with this attitude. As a young adult Francis used his family’s wealth to
party and outfit himself with armor and the weapons of war to serve as a knight in the petty fiefdom battles of his day. On one
such military excursion, he fell ill and had an encounter with God. He left the campaign and went back to his family home.
Through prayer, discussions and much searching he experienced a conversion. In a public meeting with his family and the
bishop, Francis renounced his inheritance and gave all of his possessions, including the clothes he was wearing back to his
father. He went off naked and assumed the clothing of a beggar.
In addition to his clothes, Francis threw off his self-centeredness and started seeing the entire natural world around him as a
blessing from God. He began singing songs in praise of God’s goodness as he realized his inter-connectedness with everything
and everyone in God’s creation. He began referring to every aspect
of God’s creation as brother or sister.
He heard the command of Jesus saying, “Go and rebuild my
church”. Francis took this literally and began repairing an old run
down church, but as he continued to listen, Francis began to understand his role as servant. He began ministering to the poor, the outcast and the lepers.
Francis lived the rest of his life with this changed attitude. He
understood that his behavior impacted nature, animals and people
Oct. 1
Morning Prayer 8:30 & 10:30 am
so he set out to live in harmony with every created thing on the
planet. Francis went out to be in communion or right relationship
Oct. 8
Holy Eucharist 8:30 & 10:30 am
with God and the world.
Oct. 15
Morning Prayer 8:30 & 10:30 am
In his mind, Francis was just doing his job, nothing more and
Oct. 22
Holy Eucharist 8:30 & 10:30 am
nothing less. Francis did not seek out praise, thanks or riches, rather
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he gave all the glory to God.
Francis saw himself as a caretaker for the natural world that God
had given him and the rest of humanity. Francis treated all of creation: the sun, moon, stars, plants, animals and humans with love
and respect. He was a faithful steward of all the things that God
had given him.
We, like Francis, are also called to be good stewards of the many
gifts that God has given us. We already have everything we need
for abundant life; all we need to do is be grateful and to use our
time, talent and treasure to help build up God’s kingdom here on
earth.
I invite all of us to be thinking and praying about how we may
share our resources here at St. John’s and in the wider community
as we enter into our stewardship season.
Blessings,
Fr. Steve

Tuesday Worship
Oct. 10 & 24

Holy Eucharist at Hope Health Care
at 10:30 am

Wednesday Worship
Oct. 4

Oct. 11
Oct. 18
Oct. 25

Bible Study 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am

Bible Study 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am

Bible Study 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am

Bible Study 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
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On Saturday, September 30th we held our annual Fall Festival. The weather was
perfect, our craft show was bursting with vendors, the children’s activities were
well attended, the food, music, and bake sale were all fabulous! In short, it was a
great day!
Special thanks go to: Jim Godbout for coordinating the event; Mary Vellardita
for organizing the craft show, bake sale and all the publicity; Charmaine Wells for
processing all the vendor applications and helping organize the craft show, Vi and
Don Streeter, Sue and Ed Parker, Pat Feamster, Joan Wegehaupt and Cheryl Montgomery for buying, cooking and selling all of the food; Ken Coyne for selling tickets and coordinating the 50/50 drawings; Rod Aston for tending bar; Erin
Downey-Tarnowski for overseeing all the finances and putting together the silent
auction; Sande Godbout and Vicki Furman for taking care of the baked goods
table; Sonya Kowalski and Sharon Scott for organizing the children’s activities;
Ken Kowalski for providing logistical support; Julie Jones and Jeannie Coyne for
filling in where needed; Bill and Kim Goeman for all of the maintenance, cleaning,
and set up; Bill Goeman for bringing his band to sing (they were awesome); and
to everyone who donated items for the bake sale, auction or other supplies; and
for everyone who came to shop and participate in the event!
As you can tell, it takes a tremendous amount of work to put this event together,
all of the above named volunteers put in a very long day to make this happen! We
don’t have a final amount of how much money was made yet, but
we will certainly share that figure once all of the information has
been compiled.

Thanks Our Fall Festival Sponsors & Friends:

Friends of St. John’s: Toarmina’s Pizza, Julie Jones,
Mary Vellardita and Mary Ann Ford
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Rummage Sale Benefits Community Outreach
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There Was Lots of
Fun in The Big
Tent This Year!!

Our rummage sale last month raised $1357.47 that will go toward our Outreach Fund.
We use this money to support our various ministries in the community. If you would like
to be on our Outreach Committee, please contact Fr. Steve.
A special thank you to Angela Hamblin who has coordinated this great event for 10
years now! Thank you to her family members who support and join her in this endeavor.
And of course, THANK YOU to all of our other St. John’s volunteers for helping set up,
sell and clean up after it is over and we are very grateful for everyone who donated items!
Anything that was not sold was donated to the Disabled American Veterans thrift store.

Ca$ino Bu$ Trip

Thanks to Sue Daniel and Ken Coyne for coordinating our recent Casino
Trip. We made $865 for St. John's! Thanks also to all who joined us for
this event, hope you had a wonderful time!
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Blessing of the Animals on October 8
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On Sunday, October 8th we will have our annual blessing of the animals at both the 8:30 and 10:30
am services. Please feel free to bring your pets or a picture of them to be blessed.

6:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Saturday, October 28

Lay Eucharistic
Minister Re-Licensing

Our diocese is asking for all Eucharistic ministers
to be re-licensed by the end of November. Our
deacon, Carolyn Johnson will be leading a session
on Sunday, October 22nd after coffee hour that
will qualify you to be a Eucharistic Minister on
Sunday. Please consider joining us for the training
and to be a part of this ministry!

St. John’s Episcopal Church

Join us on Saturday, October 28th from 6:30 – 7:30 pm for our
annual Trunk or Treat extravaganza! Please bring your car, decorations and candy and set up at 6:00 pm in the parking lot because the kids start lining before the 6:30 start time.
If you are unable to be here on that day, you may donate candy
or graham crackers, chocolate or REGULAR size marshmallows
so we may make s’mores that evening. You may drop off these
items on Sundays or Monday – Friday from 11:00 am – 3:00
pm.

FOOD PANTRY OPEN

Oct. 12, 10am-Noon
*Please bring donations in on
Sunday, October 8

OCTOBER EVENTS CALENDAR
WEDNESDAYS: October 11, 18 & 25
Senior Exercise Class 9 am (free will donation)

Oct 8
Oct 22
Oct 28

SUNDAY EVENTS & MEETINGS
Blessing of the Animals-8:30 & 10:30 am
Breakfast at 9:30 am
Vestry Meeting 12 pm
Re-certification of Lay Eucharistic
Ministers 12 pm

Trunk or Treat 6:30-7:30 pm
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