Creciente Owners Monthly E-Newsletter

November 2011

Board Meeting – The next Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 29, 2011 at 9:30 a.m. The minutes from the October 25, 2011 meeting are attached for your review.

Board Election –Anyone interested in running for the Board of Directors must submit a notice of intent to be a candidate, in writing, no later than Wednesday, November 23, 2011.

2012 Budget – The Finance Committee met to discuss and develop the 2012 budget for the Creciente.  Minutes from this meeting are attached for your review.  The Committee’s recommended budget requires a $32 increase in the monthly maintenance fees for 2012. Maintenance fees have remained at $550 for the past two years.  The Creciente Board of Directors will consider this recommended budget at their regularly scheduled meeting on November 29, 2011.  A detailed copy of this proposed budget has been sent to all owners under separate cover.

Prevent Lock Outs – Several owners in the North and East Buildings have been accidentally “locked out” of their condominiums.  Doors in these buildings are equipped with the ability to automatically lock when the door is closed or require a key to be used when locking the door from the outside of a unit when leaving.  There are two buttons near the door latch (the narrow side of the door) that give you the choice.  Please select the button that requires you to use a key to lock your door.  This action will make it impossible for you to leave without your key in hand.

Interviews for new Manager – An committee was appointed to interview candidates applying for the manager position available on January 1, 2012.  This committee interviewed several people and narrowed the candidates to their top three picks.  The Board of Directors then interviewed and selected the new Manager from that list.  Sharon Morrison will begin working with Manager Mary Beth Marino on a part time basis during the month of December and will officially fill the position and move into our community January 1st.  Please stop by the office and welcome her.

Social Events:
· Creciente Reads – The Creciente Book Club meets on the second Monday of each month.  Please join the group for future sessions at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room.

· Thanksgiving Dinner – November 24, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. there will be a “pot luck” Thanksgiving dinner.  Sign up sheets are now in the mailroom.

· Casino Trips – Immokalee Casino day trips are scheduled for December 13, 2011 and March 20, 2012. Limited seating is available, sign up early.

· Broadway Palm Theatre – February 23, 2012 a group will attend the production “Brigadoon”.

· Bingo – Bingo games will be played every Wednesday evening at 7:00 from November 9, 2011 through April 9, 2012. Participants must be over 18 years old.  $2.00 per card. 

· Bridge – Every Monday morning at 9:00 Bridge players will meet.  Sign up is required. Call Maraby at 463-3813.  $2.00.  Coffee is provided.

South Driveway Storm Drain – A section of the storm drain located along the south building driveway collapsed and was dug out and rebuilt.  Storm drains need to be maintained in order to prevent flooding on the property.

Rentals – By the terms of the Creciente Declaration of Condominium, owners MAY NOT RENT to others, including guests of other owners, for less than 30 days!  

Water Leaks – Once again we request that owners turn off water mains when leaving the property for more than 24 hours.  Water pipes have broken and flooded every unit below.  If there happens to be a leak in your unit during your absence, you or your insurance company MAY be responsible for damage caused to all property damaged.  

Drain Clogs – The Association hires professional plumbers to clear any and all blocked drainpipes.  Owners must contact the Creciente Office to inform them of any slow running drains or drain blockages and the Association will hire the plumber.  Owners will not be reimbursed nor will the Association pay a plumber of the owner’s choice for servicing a blocked drainpipe.

Empty Refrigerators – Empty refrigerators and freezers when leaving for extended periods of time.  Appliances have been known to stop working and food will “rot” quickly.  Smells from rotting food permeate the appliance and surrounding condos and becomes a very unpleasant experience.  If not caught within a short period of time, the refrigerators will probably need to be discarded!  

Water Heaters - Check the installation date of your water heater.  The average life expectancy of a water heater in a high rise is 12 years.  Please replace it before it leaks into your unit and all the units below.

Dumpster Room Floor Drain – A backflow preventor in the floor drain in the East building dumpster room has failed and must be replaced.  Because this floor drain is lower than the Town’s main sewer line, raw sewage backed up into our garage during a power failure at the Town’s lift station.  A new backflow will prevent a sewage backup if there is another problem in the future.

Rules & Regulation & Considerations – It is important to keep current with condominium rules, regulations and considerations that will improve the quality of life here at the Creciente.  Therefore, a few rules and considerations, such as the following, are included in each newsletter.

· Have licensed, insured electricians inspect your electrical boxes and replace any old circuit breakers.  

· Check your lanai each year and report any evidence of concrete cracking or spalling to the office.

· Please recycle!  Recycling saves you money on trash removal.

· Please make sure that all trash is bagged and tied before placing it in the trash chute.

· Do not put coffee grounds down any drains!

Occupancy Rates – During the month of October the average occupancy rate included 50 owners and 7 renters/guests for a total of 57 occupied units or 33%.  

If you would like to routinely receive the Creciente monthly E-Newsletter, please e-mail us at Manager.Creciente@Comcast.net requesting that your e-mail address be added to our files.

Mary Beth Marino,

Manager, Creciente Condominium Association

