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CHARLIE Case could hardly contain his excitement after claiming his first victory on Breaking The Bank in the Richardsons Kimble Club Members Race for Novice Riders.


The 17-year-old was left clear aboard the gelding, trained by his mother, Sarah, at Edgcote, near Banbury, and owned by his father, Ben, when odds-on favourite Vesperal Dream unseated Izzie Marshall after pecking at the seventh fence from home.


Despite the attentions of the loose horse, Case, having his sixth ride, steered the eight-year-old home by four lengths from Roseneath.


The A-level student at Warwick School said: "It's amazing. I didn't get a great start. Roseneath was not overly keen on starting and it probably set him off, but after that he gave me a dream ride.


"I knew going down the back straight I had to make my move, and then when she fell I was upsides the loose horse and he took me a bit wide and I had to take a pull to stop getting pushed out at the ditch.


"I knew I had plenty under me and he jumped lovely. I couldn't be happier."


The winning trainer added: "I thought we could be second at best, but obviously she unseated, so maybe we got lucky. I'm just delighted."


Case was wearing the green and black colours of his late grandfather, Fakenham chairman Robert Case, and the rider's father, commented: "They are my dad's colours and he will be looking down on us. I rode winners in them and my brother, Adam, did as well, and now it's nice to see Charlie ride a winner in them."


Marshall was a late substitute for Victoria Pendleton, with Aston Rowant trainer Alan Hill reporting the dual Olympic cycling champion had decided to delay her return to race-riding as she was feeling rusty due to a combination of her ankle injury and TV and business commitments.


Hill still landed a double, though, with Changeofluck in the Subaru Restricted Race and Broken Eagle in the AD Pharma Consulting Ltd Men's Open.


The trainer's son, Joe, was in the saddle on both occasions, firstly sending Changeofluck on seven fences from home to beat Ballyfore Cross by an eased-down three lengths.


Hill owns the nine-year-old with Wendover neighbours Diana Clark and Heather Munn, who continues to co-ordinate secretarial duties at the meeting, and she said: "I'm part of the furniture here and it's very exciting."


Changeofluck's target this term could be the series final at Stratford on June 9, with Hill saying: "He has taken to this job well and Stratford would suit him over two miles and six furlongs."


Broken Eagle put his fall at Bechers in the Foxhunters' Chase at Aintree behind him with a terrific round of jumping - apart from a minor blemish at the last - to cruise home by a distance from Subtitle in a match.


Hill, whose charge could now head for Cheltenham's hunter chase meeting, said: "I thought the horse needed to have a race and get his confidence back."


Ealing-based Jake Exelby, who owns the nine-year-old with his wife, Caroline, and Hill, added: "I am really pleased Joan Johnston and Denys Moylan ran their horse as well because it would have been rubbish for the crowd if it had been a walkover. I'm really chuffed by their sportsmanship.


"He is, in my opinion, in the top two or three pointers in the country."


The Hills' hopes of sealing a treble in another match for the closing Cub Cadet Kimblewick Hunt Members, Subscribers & Farmers Race were foiled when Brians Well was beaten eight lengths by Too Late To Sell, ridden by Katy Lyons, from Lockinge, near Wantage.


Trainer Tim Underwood, who is temporarily sidelined from riding after breaking four bones in his back in a fall at his Beedon base, near Newbury, has had several near-misses in the race.


"I came off at the last on Most Definitely and I was beaten twice by James Tudor," recalled the 69-year-old.


Flicka's Witness, ridden by Nick Meek, won at the meeting for the third successive year when sharing a thrilling dead heat with Little Chip and Claire Hardwick in the opening Volvo Nine-Year-Olds and Over Kimble Club Members Conditions Race.


The course specialist, trained by Joan Johnston at Hinton-in-the-Hedges, near Brackley, led over the last, but Little Chip, from Richard Bandey's Wolverton yard, near Tadley, rallied gamely with the pair locked together as they flashed the post.


Hardwick said: "We couldn't split it. The pair of us pulled up not knowing, so it was the right result."


And Meek, who was notching his first winner of the season, added: "Me and Claire couldn't say which one had won, so it's a fair draw."


Flicka's Witness had been off the track since January, and Harpenden owner Denys Moylan explained: "He ran at Larkhill and swallowed a lot of mud, and then he cut himself in the paddock and was in his box for two or three weeks."


Little Chips, owned by the Plantation Picnic Club, was making his seasonal reappearance, and Bandey said: "We had a virus and bug in the yard and it knocked them out early on. Amy Walker does a great job with the horse. A lot of the credit goes to her."


Tetsworth trainer Lynn Redman plans to have another crack at Cheltenham's hunter chase meeting with Goodnight Vienna after the 11-year-old upset odds-on favourite Karinga Dancer by four lengths in the Skinner's Pet Foods Ladies' Open under a positive ride from Tabitha Worsley.


Redman said: "He has been there the last two years, but he is in better form this year. It's maybe his age. Sometimes they settle down."


Goodnight Vienna is owned by the Back Of The Car Club, which consists of the trainer's husband, Martin, Andrew Herrington, Margaret Kimber and Maurice Thomas.


And the trainer explained: "We always sit at the back of Maurice's car eating beef rolls and drinking gin."


Newmarket owner-trainer Richard Spencer is eyeing a run in a bumper with Aptly Put after his Irish import made a winning debut in this country in the Hildreths Garden Centre Four, Five And Six-Year-Olds Open Maiden over two and a half miles.


Spencer's assistant, Johnny Bailey, sent the five-year-old into the lead approaching the second-last, and he quickly went clear to beat Loveyoutothemoon by four lengths.


Bought through JD Moore off Walter Connors, Aptly Put had run just once in Ireland, finishing third at Dromahane.


Spencer said: "We have not had him long and we just wanted to see if we can win a bumper with him, but thought we would run him in a point-to-point first."


