Middle Eastern Calendars
In the Middle East, time was reckoned according to a variety of calendars, including
Roman-Byzantine, Egyptian, Iranian, Islamic, Jewish, Turko-Mongol, and Western.
Historically and in some regions today, two or more of these may be in use
simultaneously.
Calendars are basically of two types: lunar or non-lunar. Lunar calendars have months
based on the cycle of the phases of the moon (the synodic month, ca. 29.53 days). Twelve
lunar months will total an average of about 354 days and are thus roughly 11 days shorter
than the true solar (tropical or sidereal) year of 365.2422 days. Most of the nations of the
ancient world used lunisolar calendars, where the difference between the lunar and the
solar year is compensated by periodically intercalating a thirteenth month. Non-lunar
calendars are based on notional "months" with a fixed number of days and make no
attempt to keep pace with the phases of the moon.
Calendars that count years from a fixed date are said to operate with an era, the notional
starting-point of the counting being the "epoch" of that era. Thus the epoch of the
Christian Era is AD 1 January 1. (AD, anna domini, "the year of the Lord," is sometimes
replaced by the abbreviation CE, "Common Era;" BC, "before Christ," by BCE, "before
the Common Era") This epoch was established in the 6th Century, but did not become
generally accepted until the 10th ; here, as is often the case, the epoch is not identical with
the date at which the era was actually introduced.
The Julian Calendar
The early calendar of the Roman Empire was lunisolar, consisting of 355 days divided
into 12 months beginning on 1 January. To keep it roughly in line with the actual solar
year, a month was added every two years. The system for intercalating this month was so
complex that cumulative errors gradually misaligned it with the seasons. By 45 BC, the
calendar was almost three months out of phase and Julius Caesar decided to reform this
chaotic system by introducing a purely solar calendar. The new Julian calendar fixed the
normal year at 365 days, and the leap year, every fourth year, at 366 days. Leap year is so
named because the extra day causes any date after February in a leap year to "leap" over
one day in the week and to occur t»,o days later in the week than it'did in the previous
year, rather than just one day later as in a normal year. The Julian calendar also
established the order of the months and the days of the week as they exist in present-day
calendars. According to some authorities, moreover, Caesar Augustus set the length of
the months we use today.
The Gregorian Calendar
The Julian year was 11 minutes and 14 seconds longer than the solar year. This
discrepancy accumulated until by 1582 the vernal equinox occurred 10 days early and
church holidays did not occur in the appropriate seasons. To make the vernal equinox
occur on March 21, as it had in AD 325, the year of the First Council of Nicaea, Pope
Gregory XIII issued a decree dropping 10 days from the calendar so that Thursday, 4
October 1582 was followed immediately by Friday, 15 October. To prevent further

displacement he instituted a calendar, known as the Gregorian calendar that provided that
century years divisible evenly by 400 should be leap years and that all other century years
should be common years. Thus, 1600 was a leap year, but 1700 and 1800 were common
years. The Gregorian year is nonetheless 25.96 seconds ahead of the solar year, which by
4909 will add up to an extra day.
The Gregorian, or New Style calendar (abbreviated n.s.), was slowly adopted throughout
Europe and is used today throughout most of the Western world and in parts of Asia.
When the Gregorian calendar was adopted in Britain in 1752, another correction of an
II-day discrepancy was made; the day after 2 September 1752, became 14 September.
The British also adopted 1 January as the day when a new year begins. The Soviet Union
adopted the Gregorian calendar in 1918, and Greece adopted it in 1923 for civil purposes,
but many cOlmtries affiliated with the Greek Orthodox Church retain the Julian, or Old
Style calendar (abbreviated o.s.), for the celebration of church feasts. The Gregorian
calendar was officially adopted in Turkey in 1927.
Introduced throughout the Roman Empire, the Julian calendar also formed the basis for
practical timekeeping in most parts of the Islamic World. The principal difference
between the various forms of this calendar lies in the point where the year begins. The
Byzantine Empire used a form of the Julian calendar with an epoch of 1 October 312 BC.
In North Africa and Spain, as in Western Europe, the year commences with January, and
under Western influence in modern times this form has become generally accepted in the
Muslim countries. The Melkite Christians (mainly in Palestine and Egypt) followed the
Byzantines in beginning the year in September, while the Jacobites and Nestorians
followed the Macedonian custom of beginning the year in October. Moreover, instead of
borrowing the Latin names, the last-mentioned communities retained most of the month
names of the ancient Babylonian lunisolar calendar which are also still used with some
modification as the religious calendar of the Jews, but they redefined these to make each
one correspond to a Julian month. These "Syro-Macedonian" names are still used now for
the Gregorian months in Western Asia, but in North Africa various versions of the Latin
names have been employed. The Ottoman forms derive in part from the Syro
Macedonian, in part from the Latin names. In contemporary Turkey, some of the Syro
Macedonian month names have been replaced by modern Turkish forms.
SYRO-MACEDONIAN

Kanun al-thanI
Shubat
3.
AdMr
4.
NTsan
Ayyar
5.
6.
!:Iazlran
7.
Tammuz
8.
Ab
Ayliil
9.
10. Tishnn al-awwal
11. Tishnn ai-thalli
12. Kanan al-awwal

1.
2.

OlTfOMAN AND MODERN
..
11JRKISH

ikinci Kanun (Ocak)
Subat
Mart
Nisan
MaYls
Haziran
Temmuz
Agustos
EylUi
Te~rinievvel (Ekim)
Te~rinisani (Kaslm)
Birinci Kanun (AralIk)
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~, GREGORIAN ~ONTHS

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

The Eastern Christians counted years according to the Seleucid era, in the East generally,
but wrongly, called the "era of Alexander," with an epoch of 1 October 312 BC. The
Byzantine era beginning in 1 September 5509 BC and the Armenian era beginning AD 11
July 552 were was also used. In Spain we find the Spanish era, with its epoch on 1
January 38 BC. The so-called Christian Era of Western Europe was unknown both to
Christians and Muslims in the Middle East before modem times.
In the Ottoman Turkish Empire, the financial year was based on the Julian calendar and
at first retained the Byzantine New Year, but they subsequently moved the beginning of
the year to 1 March in 108811677. After this time each financial (maliyye) year had, in
theory, the same number as the Islamic or hijrzlunar year during which it began, with the
omission of one year in every 33, i.e., whenever I March did not fall within the religious
year, the Turkish technical term for the omission being SlVl~. Problems, however, arose
from the fact that the Ottomans collected taxes according to the Julian year but paid
salaries according to the lunar year, which led to difficulties with the bookkeeping
whenever SlVl~ became necessary. Eventually the system broke down: the maliyye year
128711871-2 should have been followed by maliyye 128911872-3, but for some reason,
the year 1288 was not left out, with the result that for the remainder of its history the
maliyye calendar was out of step with the religious year. It was officially abolished with
the adoption ofthe Western-style Gregorian calendar.

The Coptic Calendar
At the time of the Arab Muslim conquest of Egypt, the so-called Coptic calendar was in
use there. It is exactly identical with that of the ancient Egyptians apart from the fact that
it adds a sixth monthless day every four years (more precisely, at the end of a Coptic year
immediately preceding a Julian leap year), with the result that the Coptic calendar is
permanently synchronized with the Julian. The Coptic Christians express years according
to the era of Diocletian, which they call the "era of the martyrs," with its epoch on 29
August 284 CEo The structure of the Arn1enian calendar is closely related to that of the
Coptic calendar.
COPTIC
MONTHS

I.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Thoot
Paape
Hator
Kiahk
Tobe
Mshir
Paremhat
Parmoute
Pashons
Paone
Epep
Mesore
Monthless days

LENGTH ·

30 days
30 days
30 days
30 days
30 days
30 days
30 days
30 days
30 days
30 days
30 days
30 days
5-6 days

JlJLlAN
MONTHS

29 Aug.-27 Sep.
28 Sep.-27 Oct.
28 Oct.-26 Nov.
27 Nov.-26 Dec.
27 Dec.-25 Jan.
26 Jan.-24 Feb.
25 Feb.-26 Mar.
27 Mar.-25 Apr.
26 Apr.-25 May
26 May-24 Jun.
25 Jun .-24 Jul.
25 Jul.-23 Aug.
24 Aug.-28 Aug.

3

ARMENIAN
MONTHS

Nawasardi
Hori
Sahmi
Tre
Khalots
Araths
Mehekani
Areg
Ahekani
Mareri
Margaths
Hrotiths
Monthless days

"

GREGORIAN
MONTliS

11 Aug.-9 Sep.
10 Sep.-9 Oct.
10 Oct.-8 Nov.
9 Nov.-8 Dec.
9 Dec.-7 Jan.
8 Jan.-6 Feb.
7 Feb.-8 Mar.
9 Mar.-7 Apr.
8 Apr.-7 May
8 May-6 Jun.
7 Jun.-6 Jul.
7 Jul.-5 Aug.
6 Aug.-I 0 Aug.

The Jewish Calendar
The Jewish calendar, derived from the ancient Hebrew calendar, is said to have been
established in its present form in the 4th century of the Common Era. It is the official
calendar of the modem state of Israel and is used by Jews throughout the world as a
religious calendar. The starting point of Hebrew chronology is the year 3761 BC, the date
for the creation of the world as derived from the Hebrew Bible. The Jewish calendar is
lunisolar, based on 12 lunar months of 29 days alternating with 30 days. In order to have
its years coincide with the tropical or sidereal year and its months coincide with the
synodic months, the Jewish calendar intercalates an extra month- Adar II-after the
twelfth month Adar I every 3 years in the following 19-year cycle: yd year, 6 th , 8th , 11 th ,
14th , 17th and 19th year. Dates of the Jewish calendar are designated AM (Latin anna
mundi, "the year of the world") and BCE ("before the Common Era"). In order to
calculate the Western year since the rise ofIslam in which most of the Jewish year falls,
add 240 to the Hebrew date, and then subtract 4,000.
The first month of the Jewish ecclesiastical calendar is the spring month of Nisan;
however, the Jewish New Year falls in Tishri, the i h month, and that is when the year
number is increased. The number of days between Nisan and Tishri is always the same
and therefore the time from the first major festival (Passover in Nisan) to the last major
festival (Sukkot in Tishri) is also always the same. The length of Heshvan and Kislev,
however, are determined by complex calculations involving the time of day of the full
moon of the following year's Tishri and the day of the week that Tishri would occur in
the following year. The names of the months of the Jewish calendar are actually
Babylonian month names, brought back to Israel by Jews returning from the Captivity.
HEBREW MONTHS ':..,

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.
11.

12.
13.

Nisan (Abib)
Iyar
Sivan
Tammuz
Ab
Elul
Tishri
Heshvan
Kislev
Tebet
Shebat
Adar I
Adar II

,

LENGNTH

30 days
29 days
30 days
29 days
30 days
29 days
30 days
29 days
30 or 29 days
29 days
30 days
29 or 30 days
29 days

GREG6~IAN MONTHS

March-April
April-May
May-June
June-July
July-August
August-September
September-October
October-November
November-December
December-January
January-February
February-March
March-April

Major Jewish Festivals
•
•

14 Nisan-Pesach (Passover)
6-7 Sivan- Shabuoth

•

15 Tishri-Sukkot

•

1-2 Tishri-Rosh Hashanah
J 0 Tishri-Yom Kippur

•

25 Kislev-Hanukkah

•

14-15

•

4

Adar-Purim

\.

The Iranian Calendar
Islamic Iran inherited from the Sasanians a calendar with a vague year of 365 days,
divided between twelve months of thirty days each plus five monthless days. Each of the
thirty days of the month had its own special name, but these are not much used by
Muslim authors, who generally count the days instead. The Zoroastrians employ this
calendar to determine their religious feasts, several of which continued to be celebrated
by Iranian Muslims, in particular Nawruz or Nawroz, the Iranian New Year, on 1
FarvardIn, which in late Sasanian times fell at about the beginning of summer, but by the
end of the 10th century advanced to about the time of the spring equinox. In the early
Islamic period, other festivals such as Mihragan (16 Mihr) were much observed, but later
these fell into disuse among Muslims.
The Saljuq sultan Jalal aI-DIn Malikshah (1072-92) carried out a major reform of this
system, instituting the JalalI calendar in 1079. Nawruz was fixed to the vernal equinox
defined as the point when the sun enters Aries-then 15 March Julian, which date is the
epoch ofthe JalalI era. The months had 30 days each and retained their traditional Persian
names with FarvardIn beginning at the spring equinox, and five or six monthless days
added at the end of the year. Although the JalalI era is not often used for datings, the
spring Nawrliz has been accepted universally by Persian-speaking and other Muslims and
the JalalI months formed the basis for agricultural calendars in Iran until the recent past.
IRAN ';-'..

l.
2.
3.
4.
5.

FarvardTn (31 days)
UrdTbihisht (31 days)
Khurdad (31 days)
Dr (31 days)
M urdad (31 days)
6. ShahrTvar (30 days)
7. Mihr (30 days)
8. Aban (30 days)
9. Azar (30 days)
10. Day (30 days)
1l. Bahman (30 days)
12. Isfand (29 days)

AFciHANISTAN

Hamal = Aries
Thawr = Taurus
Jawza' = Gemini
Saratan = Cancer
Asad = Leo
'Adhra' = Virgo
MTzan = Libra
, Aqrab = ScOJIlio
Qaws = Sagittarius
J ady = Capricorn
Dalw = Aquarius
Hut = Pisces

GREGORIAN MONTHS

20 Mar.-20 Apr.
21 Apr.-21 May
22 May-21 Jun.
22 Jun .-22 Jul.
23 Jul.-22 Aug.
23 Aug.-22 Sep.
22 Sep.-22 Oct.
23 Oct.-21 Nov.
22 Nov .-21 Dec.
22 Dec.-20 Jan.
21 Jan.-19 Feb.
20 Feb.-20 Mar.

~,

,

I

The modem Persian solar Islamic or hijrz calendar was introduced in 1925. The year
begins at the spring equinox (20-21 March) and the months have modernized forms of the
traditional Persian names. The first six months have 31 days each, the next five have 30
and the last (Isfand) has 29 in an ordinary year and 30 in a leap year, giving 365 or 366
days altogether. The same calendar was adopted in Afghanistan in 1957, but instead of
the Persian month names the Arabic names for the corresponding zodiacal signs are used.
In Iran and Afghanistan years are counted according to solar years since the Hijra and can
easily be converted to AD/CE by adding 621 or (in the last two and a half months) 622.
Thus the Persian year 1379 solar hijrz (hijrz-yi shamsl) began on 20 March 2000
Gregorian, corresponding to 14 Dhu al-Qa'da 1420 lunar hijrz (hijrz-yi qamarl). For a few
years at the end of the reign of Mul:lammad Ri?:a Shah, this was replaced by an "imperial"
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(Shahanshahl) era dating from the accession of Cyrus the Great (559 BC), but the solar
hijrz year has been re-established in the Islamic Republic.
See H. TaqIzada. Gahshumarz dar Iran-i qadlm. Tehran, 131711938.

The Turko-Mongol Calendar
Before entering the Islamic World, the ancient Turks adopted a form of the Chinese
lunisolar calendar, either directly from China or via the Sogdians. Later, this passed from
the Uyghur Turks to the Mongols, who in turn introduced it in their empire in Persia,
where it was quite widely used, alongside the Islamic and JalalI calendars. The Chinese
lunar months begin not with the sighting of the new crescent, as in the Middle East, but
one or two days earlier with the calculated time of conjunction between the sun and the
moon (the true New Moon), the year beginning with the New Moon occurring while the
Aram ay
Jan.-Feb.
Ekinti ay
Feb.-Mar.
Uchiinch ay
Mar.-Apr.

Yetinch ay
Jul.-Aug.
Sekkizinch ay
Aug.-Sep.
Tokuzunch ay
Sep.-Oct.

Tortunch ay
Apr.-May
Beshinch ay
May-Jun.
Alfich ay
Jun.-Jul.

Onunch ay
Oct.-Nov.
Bir yigirminch ay
Nov.-Dec.
Jakhshapat ay
Dec.-Jan.

sun is in Aquarius. The year is kept in alignment with the solar year by the periodic
intercalation of a 13 th month, which is inserted whenever two New Moons fall during the
time that the sun is in one and the same zodiacal sign. The Turkish names for the first and
last months derive from Sanskrit or Iranian; the other months have no proper names but
are merely counted, as in Chinese ("second moon," etc.). Early Turkish forms, were
subsequently borrowed both into Mongolian and Persian and are given above with their
approximate Julian equivalents.
TURKISH

'MONGOLIAN

TRANSLATION

1

Sichqan

Qulughana

Rat

2

Ud

iller, HOker

3

Bars

Bars

Ox
Tiger

4

Tavashqan

Taulai

Hare

Luu

Dragon

5

Luy

6

Yilan

Moghai

Serpent

7

Yunt (At)

Morin

Horse

8

Quy(in)

Qonin

Sheep

9

Bichi(n)

Bechin

Ape

10

Takhaquy

Takiya

Hen

11

It

Noghay

Dog

12

Tunguz

Qaqa

Pig

I

Years were counted according to the twelve-year cycle of Chinese astrology, where each
year of the cycle takes the name of an animal. The Mongols translated the Turkish animal
names into their own language, in many cases using words that are, in fact, borrowed
from Turkish-where, in tum, some of the names derive from Iranian or Chinese; in
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Persian texts the Turkish and the Mongolian names, usually constructed with the Turkish
wordyzl, "year," are used interchangeably.

The animal cycle continued to be used in Iran until the beginning of the 20 th century,
generally in conjunction with the months of the Jalali calendar. In addition to Gerhard
Doerfer, Turkische und mongolische Element im Neupersischen. 4 vols. (Weisbaden,
1963-1975), see Osman Turan, On iki havanlz Turk takvimi (Istanbul, 1941) and Kaare
Gr0nbech and John R. Krueger, An Introduction to Classical (Literary) Mongolian
(Wiesbaden, 1955).

The Islamic Calendar
In pre-Islamic Arabia, various systems of measuring time were used. In South Arabia,
some calendars were apparently lunar, while others were lunisolar, using months based
on the phases of the moon, but intercalating days outside the lunar cycle to synchronize .
the calendars with the seasons. On the eve of Islam, the Himyarites appear to have used a
calendar based on the Julian form, but with an epoch of 110 Be. In central Arabia, the
course of the year was charted by the positions of the stars relative to the horizon at
sunset or sunrise, dividing the ecliptic into 28 equal parts corresponding to the location of
the moon on each successive night of the month. The names of the months in that
calendar have continued in the Islamic calendar to this day and would seem to indicate
that, before Islam, some sOli of lunisolar calendar was in use, though it is not known to
have had an epoch other than memorable local events.
According to Qur'an 10:5 "It was He that gave the sun its brigtness and the moon its light
ordaining its phases that you may learn to compute the seasons and the years .... " and 9:36
"God ordained the months twelve in number when He created the heavens and the earth.
Of these, four are sacred, according to the true Faith ...," In 638, the caliph ~Umar
established epoch of the Islamic era as the date the Prophet Muhammad and 70 Muslims
left Mecca for Medina. His departure or hijra thus became the name for the Islamic
calendar (AH, Anno Hegirae): 1 Mubarram 1 hijrl corresponds to Friday, 16 July 622
Julian. Entirely lunar, the Islamic synodic year of 354 days is 11 or 12 days shorter than
the sideral year; the Islamic calendar ignores this difference with the result that the
months retrogress fairly rapidly thro)Jgh all the seasons, making a complete circuit every
33 years. For example, in 2000 Rama<,Hin 1421 AH began on 28 November and in 2001 it
began on 17 November; Rama(;Hin 1472 will begin on 22 May 2050. The Islamic calendar
has no intercalary month and the net result is that there is no easy way to calculate the
precise equivalence between Islamic lunar and Western solar calendars without using
officially printed calendars or some other method of conversion.
The Islamic calendar is based upon observation of the moon, not a fixed number of days.
Therefore, although the tables and officially printed calendars say a new Islamic-era
month begins on a particular Western day, unless the 'ulama' see the new moon, the
month not considered to have begun. This tradition persists today when the 'ulama', and
not the government calendar, detennine when the Muslim month of fasting (Rama<;lan)
begins and ends. Thus a local calendar can be up to two days different from the
calculated tables. A second problem is that an Islamic calendar month does not have to
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start on the same Western calendar day in two different cities. For example, the first day
of Rama<;lan 500 AH in Cairo mayor may not be the same day of the week in Baghdad,
or any other city. Finally, the Muslim day begins at sunset-Thursday evening in some
Islamic languages is called "Friday eve." Therefore, when calculating the corresponding
Western date for an event held in the evening on the Islamic calendar, it is necessary to
subtract one day from the calculated Western date. Sa'udi Arabia is the only modern
Muslim nation that uses the Islamic lunar caledar for administrative purposes.
The days of the week are:
ARABIC

PERSIAN

Yawm al-al)ad
Yawm al-ithnayn
Yawn al-thalatha'
Yawm a\-arba'a'
Yawm al-khamfs
Yawm al-jum'a
Yawm al-sabt

Yak shanba
Du shanba
Sih shanba
Chahar shanba
Panj shanba
Jum'a
Shanba

TURKISH

Pazar
Pazartesi
Sal!
<;ar~amba
Per~embe

Cuma
Cumartesi

WESTERN
Sund~
Mond~

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturd<l)'

The Islamic months with the number of days in each are as follows:
Mul)arram (30)
Safar (29)
Rabl' al-awwal (30)

RabT' al-thanT (30)
Jumada al-illa (29)
Jumada al-akhira (30)

Rajab (29)
Sha'ban (30)
Rama<;lan (30)

Shawwal (29)
Dha al-Qa'da (29)
Dha al-I:Iijja (30)

The first day of the month is called ghurra; the middle day, ni$f or munta$if, and the last
day, salkh.
In order to calculate the exact Western day for a Muslim day, tables such as those found
in G. S. P. Freeman-Grenville's The Muslim and Christian Calendars (London: Oxford
University Press, 1963) must be used. A much more detailed work which includes other
calendars, including the Ottoman financial calendar (mali) discussed above, is E.
Mahler's Wustenfeld-Mahler'sche Vergleichungs-Tabellen zur muslimischen und
iranischen Zeitrechnung mit Tafeln zur Umrechnung orient-christlicher Aren, 3 rd ed.
(Wiesbaden, 1961). Another useful 1\:001 for transforming the various calendars used by
the Ottomans into Gregorian dates is Faik Re~it Unat's Hicrf tarihleri milddf tarihe
r;evirme kzlavuzu, 3rd ed. (Ankara: Turk Tarih Kurumu Baslmevi, 1959). A small
DOS/Windows computer program called Taqwim can also be obtained from John E.
Woods (j-woods@uchicago.edu). A useful web-based converter can be found at
http://www.muslimphilosophy.comlip/hiiri.htm.
A general survey of the types of calendars found in the Islamic world is H. Taqizadeh,
"Various Eras and Calendars Used in the Countries of Islam," BSOAS 9 (1937-1939):
902-999; and 10 (1940-1942):107-132. The most comprehensive list of tables of the
numerous pre-Ottoman medieval calendars is found in V. Grummel, La chronologie
(Traite d'itudes byzantines), vol. 1, ed. P. Lemerle (Paris, 1958). Among the calendars
found in this work are Julian, Armenian, Coptic, Sasanian, Mongolian and Muslim
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calendars, plus data on comets, eclipses, earthquakes, etc., to 1453. Finally, the article
"Ta'rIkh" in the Encyclopaedia ofIslam, which has provided much of the material in this
paper, is also extemely detailed and useful.
Major Muslim Festivals

See G. E. Von Grunebaum. Muhammadan Festivals . New York, 1988.
•

1 Mu}:larram-Ra 's aI-Sana, The New Year, is the first day of the first month and,
while it is not a particularly religious holiday, it now is celebrated throughout the
Islamic world.

•

10 Mu}:larram- 'Ashiira, The Tenth, is the day on which many pious Muslims fast
from dawn to sunset. For Shi'I Muslims this day and the day preceeding it
(Tasii 'a) are of particular importance, as they commemorate the murder of 'AlI's
son, I:Iusayn.

•

12 RabI' al-awWa1-Mawlid al-Nabl; The Prophet's Birthday, is a holiday

associated with festivities and exchanging of gifts. Often passages eulogizing
Mu}:lammad are read. Shi ' ites celebrate the Prophet's birth on 17 RabI' al-awwal.
•

27 Rajab-Laylat al-Isra ' wa al-Mi'raj, The Night of Journey and Ascent,
commemorates Mu}:lammad's night journey from Mecca to the I:Iaram aI-SharIf
area in Jerusalem and his ascent to Heaven and return to Jerusalem, and then
Mecca-all in one night. This night is traditionally celebrated by prayers.

•

14 Sha 'ban- Laylat al-Bara 'a, the Night of Remembrance, is, according to
Muslim tradition, the night God approaches earth to grant forgiveness for an
indi vidual's sins.

•

Rama<;lan-the 9th month of the Islamic year, is devoted to spiritual purification
through the abstinence from food, drink, and sexual relations from dawn until
dusk.

•

27 Rama<;lan-Laylat al-Qadar, the Night of Power, is considered a particularly
holy time, as it is the night, by tradition, on which Mubammad received the first
revelation.

•

1 Shawwal-'Jd al-Firr, the Feast of the Breaking of the Fast (al- 'Jd al-$aghfr,
the Lesser Feast), is the most joyous festival in the Islamic calendar and marks the
end of abstinence during Ramadan.

•

1-10 Dhu al-I:Iijja-the first 10 days of the 12th month of the Islamic year, is the
period in which Muslims are to undertake a pilgrimage to Mecca and its environs
in imitation of Mu}:lammad' s last pilgrimage.
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•

10 Dhu al-I:Iijja-'ld al-A (ll:za, the Feast of the Sacrifice (al- 'Jd al-Kablr, the
Greater Feast), is the high point of the Pilgrimage and is celebrated by Muslims
throughout the world, even if not actually participating in the Pilgrimage. It is
most often marked by the slaughtering of lambs and the distribution of meat to the
needy.

In addition to 9-10 Mul:laITam, Shi' ites also commemorate a number of other days
associated with the Prophet's family, for example: 20 Safar-Arba'Tn-the fortieth day
of mourning after 'Ashura; 28 Safar-death of the Prophet; martyrdom of his grandson
the 2nd Imam I:Iasan; 13 Rajab-birth of' AlI; 3 Sha 'ban-birth of the 3rd Imam I:Iusayn;
15 Sha 'ban- birth of the 12th Imam; 21 Rama<;lan-death of' AlI; 25 Shawwal-death of
the 5th Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq; 11 Dhu al-Qa'da-birth of the 8th Imam Ri<;la; 18 Dhu
al-I:Iijj a-Ghadzr Khumm, the day when the Prophet designated' AlI his successor
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