Grace Lutheran Church, Everett, WA February 201 6

PROCLAI ME

FEBRUARY: "FROM THE PASTOR"
To the People of God at Grace and Our Friends,
Question: Is God an optimist or a pessimist?

When you think about an optimist versus a pessimist, what comes initially to mind? Do you think of an
optimist as seeing the "glass half full instead of half empty?" Do you see someone who has a positive
outlook on life in spite of hardships and difficulties? Do you see someone who is unrealistic and refuses
to see the harsh realities of life around us? Do you see someone who "hopes for the best?" Do you see
someone who is a Chicago Cubs fan who every year will say, "There is always next year?"

On the other hand, what do you think about when you hear the word "pessimist?" Do you have an image
of someone who doesn't believe anything good ever happens to them? Do you think of one who sees the
glass half empty and focuses on what they don't have instead of what they do have? Do you see

someone who says no to everything because it is going to fail anyway? Do you know a happy pessimist?

| have been thinking about this ever since | have come on as a pastor under trying circumstances. | hear

a lot of pessimism, but | see a lot to be optimistic about. Grace has people with great faith and talents. |

see people who sincerely want Grace to be a mission station in Everett and reach out to those around us.
Even without pastoral leadership people are thinking beyond their circumstances. Our leaders are
making decisions based on faith more than on certainty. We are not willing at this time to cut our worship
opportunities. And, as a pastor who has served several parishes, | see people with great talent and

abilities. Some other churches | have served could have used people at Grace

But to the question, is God an optimist or a pessimist. You tell me. How often did God redeem Israel
when Israel strayed from God? Why did God send Jesus into the world? He believed the world could
change if they came to know Jesus. Look at Jesus disciples, they were hardly paragons of disciples, but
Jesus saw in them with the power of the Holy Spirit a group that would turn the world upside down. God
acts as a optimist when he assures us that all things worked together for good to those whom he has
called and believe in his presence.

So if we believe in God and the people of Grace Lutheran Church, | guess we are called to be optimists.
God is able to "do far more than we ask or imagine.” With God we are making a new beginning no matter
the circumstances.
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What did the boy sheep say to
the girl sheep on Valentine's
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CONNECT THE HEARTS!

What kind of flowers do you never
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