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IN MEMORIAM

May Bailey Jrckmin, charter member
of the El Peso Bird Study Club,
depsrted this life august 1, 1945.
A11 lovers of ncture loment the
loss of such ¢ student of the great
outdoors. i t

: THE wmaY MEETING .
The bird study group met ut the home of Mrs. Slater on May 21, 1945. Every-
one thoroughly enjoyed the records of bird songs which h: d heen ldanud to thc
Club by Mr. Fred Cornelius.

THE NEXT MLETING
There will be ¢ mesting of the El-Paso Bird Study Club .t dMrs. H., D, Sleter's
home, 516 Prospect Avenue, Monday, October 8, 1945 ot 7:Z0 P.id.. Mrs. Georzc W.
Young will discuss cctivities of bird clubs und Miss Bmily Barlow will give cn in-
formal tslk on birder's first summer's observetions. Officers for the cnsuing
year will be elected,

NEW MEMBERS
We are delighted to welcone liss Sarch Durkec and liiss Emily Borlow s new
nenbers of the bird study group.

COMING EVENTS

The El Paso Bird Study Club is mrking plans to sponsnr a scrics of lectur:s
which Generzl Ralph G. Meyers has promised to give this fall. El Prsosns :re -iked
to watch for the date, which will bc cnnounced soon. 4 wrgnetic +nd well inforized
specker, Generazl Meyers has sppeered before scveral groups of El Pasorng who covet
an opportunity of hecring hinm again.

Dr. A. L. Hershey, associate Biologist of the New Mexico.Collegn of ipricul-
ture and Mechenic irts, who has succecded in filming audubon's, carccurs so rore
in Jew Mexico, will lecture beforec the club rnd present his flld in the nerr future,

TOM MILLER KIRKSEY-MEMORIAL _

Mr. Strcin and the El Paso Bird Study Clubts Museun Committee cre greatly
plecsed with the renovated bird upe01menb rccently received from the Schwarz
Studio in St. Louis, Missouri.

Four floor-to- ceiling hobitet cases are now being plinned by the Collg*e of
Mines tnd Metcllurgy. 4An availsble supply of glycerin, lack of which hos helped to
delay progress on the cases, hos been locuted. The first to be projected is e« cose
of Velley Birds, which is to be & part of the Tom M. Kirksey lMemorial.

" 'Last summer Mrs. Lena McBee stopped' in St. Louis for & conference with Mrs.
Thomas C. Miller snd Mr. Pesul Schwarz. Ilrs.- Miller kindly offered to pay fer all
specimens in need of renovation and for any new cpecimens nceded to complete the
Tom M. Kirksey Memorial. MNr. Schwarz expressed a personal intcrest in the project
es he had been & friend of Tom's.
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' NEWS OF FULKS N

Mrs. Marguerlte Wright, invaluable progident since October, 1942, hes moved
from El Paso and is now teaching at Le liesa, New Mex1co. We =zre glad that she is
near enough to participate in our activitics.

Dr. ond Nrs. Brorm M Randel spent the summer in their cubin at Ruidose, New
Mexico. G o a iF e~ 2 o ‘
Mrs. George W Young enJoyed the three -sumtier months in Celifornia.

Mrs. Moude Zilm Rogers spent o delightfully cool summer in Cuncade,

Mojor I. M. Epstcin is still supervising ¢ group of Germ:n hospitsls nesr
Merseilles, France. We sre delighted to learn that he is expeeted to return to
El Paso sometime in October.

Mrs. 4+ E. Eynon of Veron:, New Jerscy, reports thct Licutensnt Eynon vho ves
stctioned near Salzburg, sustric, "is probably now in Viennc. Reports of his bird—
ing setivities. overseas cppear in .this issuc of "The Roadrunnér.™
' -Mrs, Leng McBee visited her gister ﬁt vyatt Fest’ V;rglnla during her summer
vacation, * She esteblished & summer record, in thet- vieinity, for the-black-poll
warbler, generally thought to nest in loftler altitudes.

~NOTES: FRUM - OVER-SEAS .

Lieutenent Eynon 1dent1f1ea the following birds enroute to Italy: Mesrch 18,
1945 - N, Y. Bay - herring gull, (sbundant); Bonaparte's gull, (flock); Mer. 18 -
off oandj Hook - grest black backed gull 1; Mar, 19 - Off Delawszre capes —~gennets,
12; horned grebes, 6; mezdowlark, 1 - out of -sight of Yand, this bird suddenly
appeared alongside just as the sh1p was entering & fog bank ‘It dissppes¥ed
eround the bow and I did not see it agein Mer., 24 - 900-1000 miles east of Hampton
Roads, Va.- northern phalaropey~1;-Marr~26v~ 40 W, 37 N -jceger, probably peora-
sitic, 1; petrels, 3; Mar. 28 -~ 200 miles south of Azores, petrel, 1: Mar. 30 -
6000 imniles west of Gibraltar - petrel, 1; Mar, 31 - 18 W - 27 N- shearwater,
(smell), 1; 17 W - 37 N:- peregrine falcon, 1, circling close over ship; Apr. 1,
1945 - 175- R75 miles west Oof. Gibraltﬁr, shesrwaters, 3, obviously small, very
whlte—bellled end whitish on unacr wing 'surfacés. nght grey above with throst
end upper breast dusky. Very. faint or no appurent wing stripe; kcstrcl 1, at
1617 hours, 75 miles west 'of Glbraltar, ‘suddenly appeared alongside und went
around the bow: Apr. 2 - 75 miles west of Gibralter — gannet,2; aApr. 2 - 100 miles
west of Gibralter to Stroit of Gibralter - lesser bluck— blucked gull, severcl
following boat from sunrise on; Europern barn swellow, 1; ipr. ® - at entrence of
stroit of Gilbreltar - gendet, meny: going north ©t entrincc; Furopean born swc 1low-
1, many crossing north over entrunce: Apr. 3 - Western corner of Mediterrtneen -
English sparrow, 1, coime cboard; herrlng gull, 1, #dult, lesser black- bocked
gull, several; Apr. 3 - Oran H~rbor at cvening - tern, flock, large species,

Apr. 4 - MedltcrraﬁéAn - lesser block-bicked gull, 6; £pr. 5 - Betwcen Sicily end
Sardinie. =-owl, 1 -smull like; saw-whet, resembling °creoch in color- ctme rbo:rd
end wes. coptured-- released at durk; Apr. 6 - hrrived ot Niplbu, It ly. (19 speciie -
12 identified, 7 not specifically determlnga)

. A bird trlo on August 26, 1945 in Au«trlu tdded the following ¢ pc01nunb 0
Lieutenant Eynon's list: cerrion’ ‘¢rows, 3, (could be rooks, due to 51m111 rity) .
chaffinches, 4; housc sperrows, 10; .white wi gtrils,. 5; tree creepers, 2, grent tits,
meny; norsh tit 1;.golderest, 1; .lcsser whitc - throLts, geverals robins, €,
Buropean barn swhllowo, 305 ertlns, 6; whitc - bocked woodpeckurh,_é' kestrels, 2;

7
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sperrow hewks, 2; mellord, 1; llttle grebe, scveral; common sendpiper; 1; cout, &.
(Editor s notcs - After reudlng these lluts we conclude thrt "h:t thé
overseas birder lz cXs 1n rcfbrcnce m<ter1L1 h X cprt 1nly been mede up in
perseverunce. : _ o
INTERESTING RECURDS 5
= . The red-fgced we rbler was listed ecmong the bird acoufintanceq of ir. end Nrs.
Wimberly this summer in the mogollons of ﬁéw ‘Wexico, - 5 S e
. Black - chinned hummers built this year for the third consccutlve geagon in =2
Chinege elm:at the home of Mrs. Maude Zilm Rogerb on’ Grant AVénue.
. Other interesting deta is.as. follows v
Mey 20, 1945 < short eared owl at bscaratc, (Hupper, e Bee) ]
May 30, 1945 - California , cuckoo with worn in b111 Ascarate Park (“rlght)
elso palnted buntings in song, (iicBee, illen)’ ;
gune 5, 1945 - 1 orchard orlole - Country Club Road < (Buntln, Barlow, Trlxht
Allen
June 23, 1945 - palr of western blue grosbchks buildlng in a smcll ‘Chinesc: eln
st Ascsrate Leke- (Allen, Wright)~ *
. July 17, 1945-- yellaw-headca blacxblra Y (malcs), &t Ascaratc kae (Burlou,
Allen, erght) : P
Aug. 6, 1945 - puir of cunyon tovhce t e Kelllglon'c CJnyon, tlzo 1 l rk
bunting in summer plumage (Bsrlow, sllen) S8 :
Sept. 8, 1945 - 1 Nushv1lle warbler, ut ,ascers te Leké (ﬁll&n), "lso flock of
40 Avocets over the lukc. , SO

e J—py,




Page 3,

MAY BAILEY JaCKilaN

Mey Jeckman's interest in life :nd her contributions to it circled so widely
end so sincerely that one cunnot pretend to speck of sll the loss cnd grieving
that her going on, on her way must ciuse. &s & teacher, which wes her big work,
rshe was counted the best mathematies tescher in the city's schools. She clways
taught more then erijthmetic. She tcught numbers with the help of bird and botzny
lore, geology and archeology end kept her classes lively with interest as to where
she would turn their minds next. Included incvery day's work was schooling end
practise in good citizenship and in friendship with.our neighbor Mexico. Tolerence,
good humor end clesr understanding as she went slong were her well estoblished
guide posts. Such was her teaching form,-- ¢1ll the time hersclf, zn indefetigable
student, climbing the mountzin for bird znd botzny work, keen-eyed for fossils ond
Indien culture, 2 devoted student of world affairs, she was always sceking the
high places for hcr thoughtful interest. cnd study. '

The El Paso Bird Study Club hus to thank her for careful notes of bird life and

wishes here to express gretitude for her frlcndshlp ¢nd sorrow for her going.
: ELSIE McELRY SLATER
THE BIRDS OF SEGTION 10

Section 10 is one square mile in the vsst bed of glacipl Lrke Wisconsin, It
is often not casy to get to: in winter the ro-ds, such as they orec, may be: snow
blocked for weeks; in spring the bottom drops out of the roads ond cers bog down to
the axles in the peut stretches between the sind isl&nds.

Some birds from the: E1 Paso migrcnt list nestitherc and more psss throusgh to
nesting grounds farther North. In the great wet hay mershes, surroundcd by cspens
on the pest and by jack pinecs ¢nd scrub ock on the sandislands, the sandhill crones
dance their nuptizl donce with the oddly awkwerd control of first cless comediens,
bowing, and fleopping: thelr enormous wings, ond trumpeting ot deybreck near their
big nest. A pair nésts there every yesr, for the marsh ig cut for hay, keeping:
it clear of the dense growth of willow that would soon choke it if left uncut, =nd
it has escaped the severe drainhzge which would leave it vulnerable to fire destroy-
ing it for crane habitet. Rzils nest there too: soras znd virginias especislly,
end in early spring one hears the incessant clicking of: yellow ruzils among the
grosses. They had us fooled for years: for we never:could chuse one out end finally
decided they must be frogs! It took o visiting ormithologist to convince ug that
they were really birds after 211; and he ha¢ to do it by tulking. To this'day I've
never seen one... just heard. the clenr, tantullzing clicking 21l around me for
hours as I sct in the blind..

One of the first sounds in the early spring dawn, is the. W1nnOW1ng of thc Jack
snipe. High over the pussy-willows and aspens the elusive, heunting sound swells
and fcdes. Soon the bitterns start pumping, the prairie chickens boom on the mnrsh
end the ruffed ‘grouse drum on-their venerable white pine logs on the scnd isl:nds.
It's like a symphony of witch music in the cold, spring dawn.

In March and sometimes even in April, we sat shivering in sheepskin cozts in
our blinds as the geese flew overhead....long strings of "wavics" (blues ¢nd snows),
and Ccnade geese honking on their woy North.

The horned lerks nest in the ¢bondoned fields in the sparse growth between
clumps of pungent sweet fern, often when the snow is still on the ground.

The male marsh hawk.sky-dances, looping the loop, snd vhen ho comes' close one
can hecr him calling "Dorothy! Dorothyl" When Dorothy fin-1ly secttlcs down to in-
cubation, he feeds her by dropping meat from on high which she flies up to crtch in
the air. It's ¢ wonderful wey to find the nest os she alweys goes right back to her
duties after each meal.

Occasionslly short ecred owls fly over the meadows. In the brecding seicon the
male suddenly falls in flight, and no wonder, for he is cli:pping his wings under
his body, end on = still morning one can hear the sound. 4 very fincy job of wooing
it is too!

There are fine warn duys in May, but, then again, we somctines hive fine snow
storms in Mzy. Frosts mcy come in the low ploces in any month of the year. While
the birds from the El Poso Listdispl:sy :nd the dawn rings with the sound of their
calls, the marsh of Section 10 is still frozen. One caen dig through the moist
blcck peat :nd find ice in early July.

Only banding will tell us whether some of thesc birdu, which raise their young
on the marsh of Section 10 are the same individu:ls we see in El Paso, fecding clong
the Rio Grande cnd buffeted by wind snd dust on the mesa. &
FRANCES HAMERSTROM

MESILLA VALLEY NOTES

Gleaned from the interesting notes of Mr. H., C. Williams of Las Cruces, N. M.,
are the following records: Jen. 1944 - blue goose .t Sunder's Rench Pondg Apr. 7,
1944 - 22 snow geese ne:r Hutch; Apr. 7- nest of phainepepls in Lus Crucc IV o} SRR (R
1945- ground dove; Apr. 30, 1945 - arrbled godwit.

Mr. Williams reports thot the rufous is the commonest hummingbird in the fall
migration with broad-tails teking second plecz. Phoinepeplas and Ince doves ere
becoming fairly common in the srea.
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BIRDING IN THE GILA RIVER VALLEY

. The Gila River Valley, west of Silver City, N. M., is a delightful birding
area: Ten days spent there during. the first of August this year yielded 35 species
identified end almost a5 many more unknown to us or of doubtful identification.

In the ysrd snd orchard, Western nourning doves called all day long. Several
of their nests had babies in, August 15. As we gathered spples or pears, mocking-
birds, two pairs of orioles (Bullock's) three Western ta agors, severcl red-shafted
flickers, five Meern's woodpeckers, ond = few housc finches flitted in the trees.

/- Only two.nests of the English spcrrow were noticed, but mony other sparroWs
were £flitting-g¢bout. On the fénces, meadowlirks oceasionslly gave & faint echo "
of their lovely spring song;;cnd’ from posts or:tips:of brsnches, numercus fly-
catehers silently dsrted into the air and prouptly returned to their perches.:
Anong' these were Arkconse s kingbirds, esh-throzted flyeatchers, black and Scy! s
phoebes; ond.Western wood pewces. Four pairs of wormillion flyertchers were of
great delight es wére seversl poirs of Westerm blue grosbecks.

A Tregenza's heron frequented ¢ sond bor:@below the bridge thet spans the Gila.
Turkey vultures circled doily over field cnd p: stures. Sever:l gpurrow howks lived
in « cottonwood behlnd the burn, their squ'ttur' rights chrllenged by ¢ pair of
mockers thet he d nested there. One day as we coasted down an incline, we tchxng a
covey of h: 1f-grown G:mbel's qusil, a ferruginous rough-lcg, intent on the scme
prospect; let-us.¢pproach within ten feet beforgihe. lazily fl:pped cway. Western
crows :flew overherd or congregited, to querrel in =« dead tree.. Brewer's bl:ickbirds
stclked in the stubble of & newly-novn glfelfe field. A Uestern house wren dnily
inspected becms end cornice of the porchj and srkenses goldfinches played cnd fed
between = cottonwood :nd the clothesline. Crnyon. towhees, serytched undernezth the
rose bushes. Frox the river growth Westbnn yellowthro.t seng, but they remeined
invisible.: . : o

Eceh ¢ ftcrnoon,_zq ﬂa drove the cow homn fron the ptsture, Ve s&W numerous
cliff swellows flying low Gver the woter “tunks; sometines touching the woter, then
circling back to.the corn field At dusk, hundreds drifted back to the river.
Killdeer ran cbout on tiny" stllts, occasionally toking off ond [ coigting to enother
lending field. A flock of '35 lark buntings..would rise us we nc_rcd their feeding
place and szil, = lovcly plcture in bliek- *nd:white, to..cnother spot, to continue
their soft gos51p whllc they otb. An’ occasion¢l shrikg scoldcd frou live’ o~k or
pinyon. . :

: High~light of the visit wes the discovcry of. « Culifornir Cuckob's nest
some R0 feet up in ¢ lorge pricot tree.: On sugust. 15 e, frightcned the nother
from the nest. We looked down on two downy bl:ck b b;p%, 211 black with a tiny
yellow line here =nd there, until we tepped on the limb th: t gunportcd the nest;
then two huge, yellow mouths flew open, hiding--.lmost completcly their d:rk bOdl&“.

.- 48 wg drove rcluctently cwoy from the rench on our wey to El Poso, ¢ lrrge
rosdrunner. wolked out of the shrubbery beside the truil, bowed twice with dienity
end groce, <nd wilked back into ‘the‘opening froz which he h:d cmerged.” It wes o
perfect farewell and, we hope,:un' invitstion to return with other, morcexperienced
birders. ' } .

MARGUFRITE WRIGHT
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