PRESIDENTS MESSAGE FEB 2014
Dear Brothers and Sisters, Buona Sera,
Finally, the rain and snow has come to Northern California after a very dry winter. Let’s hope it keeps up.
Our prayers go out to our members Pat and Pam Hallin. Pats mom passed away in January.
We are off to a great start on our Spaghetti Dinner on April 6th. Tickets have been sent out to all our members. Please do your
best to sell the tickets. If anyone needs more tickets, please call me or John. We have been doing this for 27 years and this is the
way we raise funds for local scholarships.
John has done a great job in chairing this event again, all committees have been chosen and you all should be receiving a call
from the Committee chair persons. If you do not get a call, please call John or myself to help as sometimes phone numbers or
email addresses change.
Our membership committee is now in full swing. We have our second meeting scheduled on Feb 10th and have picked up
two more members to help, Don and Joe.
We will address our thoughts at the officers meeting as well as the general meetings. We are always looking for great ideas to
bring in new members. If you have any thoughts, please forward them to my email and we will bring them up with the
committee.
Our lodge has been asked to help out with cooking a spaghetti dinner for the Butte County Veterans. The Vets are building a
memorial park in Oroville to include all of Butte county Veterans. This project will take place on Aug of this year. Stay tuned for
further details. You can find info on this at the web page orovilleveteransmemorialpark.org
Our Dine out last month was exceptional, held at Sicilian café, we had over 20 members join us for dinner. The food was out of
this world and thanks to James and Cathy, for the donation of the wine.
We are revamping our SOI web site, Gary Smith is working with Manual to get our new site operational, don't forget, thanks to
Steve Soldavini we will have the pay pal set up in order to purchase spaghetti dinner tickets. I would like to thank Gary for
stepping up to help and special thanks to Manual for all the hard work on our web site in the past.
Gary Smith will also be taking over as editor for our Bellini newsletter. Gary is working with Roseann this month to take over as
editor and publisher. I cannot thank Roseann enough for all she accomplished with our newsletter for the past years and to Gary
for taking on this task. I hope to see you all at our regular meeting on February 20th for Good Food, Good Wine and Great
Friends.
Have a very happy Valentine’s Day
Rispettosamente,
President, Michael Smith

OSIA Mission:
To serve as the leading organizational voice on behalf of the cultural, social, political
and economic issues of importance to Americans of Italian heritage.

February Birthdays
Roseann Bradley

Stevie De Maine

Theresa Heuschkel

Rudy Marcozzi

Giorgio Merlano

Al Russo

Mary Turner

Buon Compleanno

Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

6 Officers Mtg
14 Valentine’s Day
20 Reg Mtg/Potluck
28 Dine-Out

Dine out for Feb will be:
Friday Feb 28 at 6:30pm
At Tourandot Chinese
Restaurant on the Esplanade.
Call Cathy for reservations
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Keep in mind that our annual spaghetti dinner is our main
There will probably be no air show for several more years. Even
though we raise funds with our joint golf tournament function,
those funds are restricted to be given to qualified charitable
organizations only, and cannot be used for our scholarship grants
or our general annual expenses and costs. If our annual
spaghetti dinner is not very successful in raising sufficient funds,
we may find it necessary to reduce or limit the amount of
scholarships we grant in 2014.
Knowing that our principal fundraiser is our annual spaghetti
dinner, I would like to set a goal for each and every member of
the Chico lodge to commit to buy at least one ticket before the
end of February 2014. That would mean we would have at least
100 presales before the end of February 2014.
It would even be better if our members and their families would
commit to buy at least five tickets before the middle of March
2014. Such members and their families would be showing
outstanding support for our lodge. Members who would commit
to purchase and/or sell six tickets or more before the end of
March would be in my opinion superheroes.
Even if you can’t use all the tickets you commit to buy because
you will be away or have another event going on at the same
time as our annual fundraiser, you could give the extra tickets to
other family members, friends, co-workers, clients, customers,
and such. I know from personal experience, as well as talking to
several of our members who have given away tickets, that doing
so is a great way to promote our affair for the next year. Quite
often, those whom you give tickets to enjoyed the experience so
much that they purchased their own tickets the next year.
This year, the method of selling tickets will be slightly modified.
For those who purchase tickets and pay for them before April 2,
2014, the price will be as follows:
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everyone’s help and cooperation, particularly with ticket sales.
fundraiser, and the one that supports our scholarship grants.
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the most tickets. We will also be selling online through April
2, 2014.
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As always, not only I, but all of the officers and committee
chairpersons, greatly appreciate all of our members who join
in and help out at the event.
I am going to disregard my usual attorney outlook “that the
sky is falling,” and think positive. I just know with the support,
effort and hard work of all of our members, we will pre-sell at
least 150 tickets by the end of February 2014, and over 350
before the end of March 2014.
Thanks in advance for everyone’s support, cooperation, and
hard work.
-John J

Sons of Italy Bellini Lodge #2519
Meeting Minutes
January 16, 2014

Opening: The meeting was called to order by President Michael Smith at 7:10 pm.

Roll Call of Officers: Excused absences were: Ex-President Elmer Silvera,
Historian MaryAnn Silvera, Trustee Gaylene DiLorenzo. Master of Ceremonies
Steve Soldavini, Guard Gary Smith, and Chaplain RoseAnne Chiracosta.
Minutes: Minutes from our last meeting are published in the Bellini Notes. A copy
is available for anyone to view. Are there any errors or omissions to report?
Hearing no changes, the minutes are approved.
Guests Present: Debra Lucero representing the Chico Palio & Friends of the Arts
attended and was given a check for $500. Debra was asked when the date for
Palio 2014 would be. It will be either Sept. 6 or 13th.
Joyce Candito & friend Dedee were also guests at our meeting.
New Member Applications: One received from Sharri Blair.
Payments & Financial Report: Debbie Rossi. 1) check for per capita
2) two checks for $100 raffle
Treasurer Report: Franco DiLorenzo
Checking Account Balance was read.
Business Savings Account Balance was read.
Communications: 1) One of the winners of The Grand Lodge "Every Day Raffle"
was our very own member, Rita Burnelli!!! Congratulations Rita!
2) The Nat'l Leadership Grant Competition deadline is
February 28, 2014. Go on line to OSIA.ORG for registration.
On a side note, the Milano Lodge in Natomas is having
trouble.
Committee Reports
Sunshine:
- Jeannie Smith went through her back surgery and is doing much better. Her
brace is off and she's been venturing out a little at a time.
- Prayers go out to our friends and members, William & Patrick Cottini. Mrs,
Cottini, Williams wife & Patricks mother, passed away in November after battling
her illness.
- We also lost a very dear friend, Jim Petti, Joy Bruno's father who passed away
last month.
- Pat Hallin's mother passed away yesterday morning. Thoughts & Prayers to
their family are extended.
- Roy Vanoni has had a medical issue with his legs (numb), but the doctors
don't know the reason at this time.

- Elmer & Maryann Silvera are doing fine.
- Franco & Gaylene DiLorenzo have 4 Grandchildren now!
Christmas Dinner: December 12th at the Newman Center
All of the sauce and salad dressing was donated by James Taylor owner of the
Sicilian Cafe. Thanks go to everyone who helped make this a success.
Bowling: Come join the fun this month on Thursday January 29. Call Holly
Soldavini for details.
Membership Committee: Holly Soldavini, Patty Nelson and Michael Smith
- There will be a meeting next Wednesday at Monks, 6p.m.
- They will be planning, and also looking into having a Social
at Monks.
Donations Committee: Patti Nelson, Stevel Soldavini, Debbie Rossi, Lawrie
Silvestri & Michael Smith
We will vote on which Charities we will be giving to at the
next meeting.
Spaghetti Dinner: John Jefsen
- Tickets were passed out. Please buy them for your family
and sell as many as you can. There will be a ticket selling contest. Those who
sell 20 or more will receive a surprise gift basket.
- The Posters & Flyers were approved. They will be ready to
hand out at the next meeting.
- One of our future fundraiser ideas that's been kicked
around for a few years is a Crab Feed. Anyone interested in Chairing this event,
see John Jefsen.
- The next meeting will be January 30 at 6:30p.m., John's
office.

Golf Tournament: SAVE THE DATE, Monday September 29, 2014.
Pre-Car Show Gala Dinner: TBA. This is a nice & easy fundraiser for us. We
made $870 and didn't have to do much.
Budget Review: Debbie Rossi
- Received the last $1000 check from Recology.
- $2000 from our account went toward our (2) $1,000
Scholarship Award Recipients.
- Our other donations were given out of the $6,000 made
from the Golf Tournament.
- The 2014 Budget will be brought up and approved at the
next Officer Meeting.
RAFFLE
$100 Raffle: Susan Rey (Dec) and Carmen Frongia (Jan)
50/50 Raffle: Stella won $35.

Wish you were here raffle: Frank Scotella won and graciously donated the
$25 back to the Order.
Good of the Order:
- Scholarship Applications for local High School Seniors are due to our
Lodge by April 7. We will have two $1000 Scholarships available. See Debbie
Rossi for details.
State Deputy for Shasta Lodge, Elmer Silvera -- absent
State Deputy for Paradiso Lodge, Sal Aiello
-- They are prepping for their Spaghetti Dinner which is held in March. Date TBA.
State Deputy for Shasta Lodge, Jim Lamanna
-- Jim liked that we now have a Membership Chair/Committee, that we have a
good, busy calendar and are excelling in getting out into the Community. He
hopes that whoever went to their Crab Feed had a good time. He stressed that
it was important for them to not have any tickets for sale at the door in helping
with the food count. They had between 450-475 people eating 1700 lbs. of crab!
Their 90th Anniversary Dinner will be February 22.
The theme is "Speak Easy". Jim also had his lovely wife in attendance. He
ended by wishing us all a happy, healthy New Year and God Bless.

Meeting adjourned: By President Michael Smith at 8:10p.m.
Respectfully Submitted by: Recording Secretary Yvette Sanfilippo

Need a Ride?
President Michael would like to encourage more members to attend
the General Meeting. If you are not able to attend because you need a
ride, please call one of the Officers, listed right here in the Bellini
Notes. They would be happy to give you a ride.

Wednesday Bowling Night
continues to be a hit! Contact
Steve Soldavini for details and
the date for the next outing.
894-1536

The following donations were recommended by our donation committee:
All funds were derived from the Western Foundation Golf Classic held last
October.
Please review and we will vote on approval of these charities at our
February meeting.
Alzheimer's Research 103.02
$500
Autism Research 103.23
$500
Torres Shelter
$750
Vectors
$750
Butte Collage Automotive department $500
Balance of funds from chosen charities will result in - $1864.77
The $1864.77 for local charities will be chosen by our donation committee
prior to June when the next board meets to approve. Once approved funds
will be sent to us sometime in mid to end of July.
Thank you

Donation Committee

Want to watch the SOI Video and share it with your friends and family?
Hold down the control button on your computer and click here on SOI VIDEO.
The video will open up on YouTube in a new window. Don’t worry, you can
always return here to finish soaking in all the great information when you’re
done watching.

Visit the Chico sons of Italy NEW website

www.sonsofitalychico.com

‘The Committee’ for the Spaghetti Dinner is still
challenging
‘The Members’

We will be putting together baskets and giving them to
each member who ‘presales’ more than 20 Spaghetti Dinner
Tickets.
Contents are a surprise!

MONTH YEAR

Did You Know?
We are awarding 2 $1000.00 scholarships to eligible graduating high
school seniors. Applications are online at our website at
www.sonsofitalychico.com, or they can call Debbie Rossi at 3457911. Applications are due by April 7, 2014.

Vincenzo Billini Lodge #2519
WWW.sonsofitalychico.COM

