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Having Your Moment of Decision
Acts 2

Have you ever read about some historical event and then wondered what it would have been like to be there?  What would it have been like to have traveled with Lewis and Clark up the Missouri River to find a water route to the Pacific Ocean?  Or to walk on the moon with Neil Armstrong?  How exciting that would be. But even more so how exciting it would be to experience some of the events recorded in Bible history.

Today I want us to go back to Jerusalem, to the day of Pentecost after Jesus was crucified and place ourselves in the audience hearing the preaching of the apostle Peter recorded in Acts 2.  I want us to consider the powerful truths that Peter preached and that stunned his audience and the moment of decision to which they were brought.  This moment changed their lives forever.  I want us to consider the impact of these truths on us and how they also can change our lives forever. 
Let us set the stage.  The apostles have had the Holy Spirit poured out upon them in fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to them.  They are speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gives them utterance.  These tongues are languages that they do not know, but are given to them so that people in their audience can understand what they are saying.  The people are amazed that the apostles, who are Galileans are able to speak these other languages.  It is a miracle.
However, some of the people were mocking and claiming that the apostles were drunk.  But Peter stands up and explains that they are not drunk but this outpouring of the Spirit was in fulfillment of a prophecy of the prophet Joel.  Peter then proceeds to focus his remarks on Jesus.  The heart of his sermon was Jesus and who He was.  There had been a lot of speculation about who Jesus was, but Peter lays out the facts about who Jesus is and what He had done.
Peter confronts his audience with four indisputable realities.  

Number one, this Jesus was attested by God to you.  Peter says in verse 22, “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know”   Now, Jesus came into the world and claimed to be the Messiah, the King for whom the Jews were looking.  He also claimed to be the Son of God, meaning deity in the flesh.  God did not send Jesus into the world making these astonishing claims and expecting that people would blindly accept them. They were demonstrated to be true by the miracles that He performed. It is one thing for a man to SAY he is the Son of God. It is quite another for the same man to begin healing the sick, calming the sea and raising the dead.  Jesus proved that His claims were true.  And these things were not done in secret.  Peter said to them that these miracles, wonders, and signs God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know-- (v. 22b).  The people knew about them. They should have believed Him.  Every last one of them should have fallen at His feet and worshiped Him, just as the blind man did in John 9.  But this is not what they did.   In spite of the overwhelming evidence that His claims were true, these people did the unthinkable.  They crucified Him. 
And this is the second indisputable truth with which Peter confronts his audience.  He says, “Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death;”  (v. 23)  You knew that He did miracles, but you killed Him anyway.  They could not pass blame to the Romans who actually carried out the execution. The truth was this was a plot by the Jewish leaders and the Romans were manipulated into helping them. Peter is piecing together a mental puzzle for his audience and a horrifying image is beginning to emerge. God had sent them His Son, a Savior; and they had killed Him. 

But a third critical piece is about to be added--God raised Him up from the dead.  Peter said of Jesus, “whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it.” (v. 24)   With these words Peter reaches the most critical part of the sermon.  The death of Jesus was not the end of the story.  God raises Him from the dead.  Peter goes on at some length citing evidence to back this claim.  He points first to the Old Testament noting how David had foretold that this would happen.  Peter quotes from Psalm 16, a Psalm of David where David prophesies of the resurrection of the Christ.  Remember that this audience to whom Peter is speaking is made up of Jews who had a high regard for David and the other Old Testament prophets.    And so the resurrection of the Christ had been foretold by the prophets.   
Peter would next point to eyewitness testimony.  Look at verse 32, “This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.”   The resurrection could not be denied because there were credible witnesses.  The twelve apostles, who were before them and were speaking in languages they had never learned, are testifying of Jesus’ resurrection.  You can’t get better witnesses than this.   In our courts of law today one of the best pieces of evidence is eye witness testimony from creditable witnesses.  We have that of the resurrection of Jesus.
Peter then cites a third piece of evidence in v. 33, “Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.”   In other words, everything they had just witnessed – the outpouring of the Spirit, the miracle, it was all the work of Jesus.  And if Jesus did this, He must be alive.  And not just alive… 

But Peter says , Jesus has been “exalted to the right hand of God.” 

 This is the fourth indisputable truth--the Jesus they killed is now at the right hand of God in heaven.
Peter concludes his sermon by saying, “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” (v. 36)

Imagine being in that crowd.  There could be no disputing of the facts.  They knew Peter was right.  But if he was, they were guilty – guilty of killing the Messiah their nation had been waiting on for centuries. Can you imagine the grief and terror that must have seized the sincere hearts within the crowd?  It was a stunning reality as they came face to face with the facts about Jesus. 

But it’s not just a reality that they had to face; every person will have their Pentecost moment.  At some point, we will have to face the facts about God, His existence, and about Jesus, and who He is.  I will have to come to grips with the fact that Jesus claimed to be the Son of God and backed up that claim with undeniable proof.  Even His enemies were forced to acknowledge His miracles.  What am I going to do with that?  
I will also have to face the fact that I put Him on the cross.  I was not numbered among the Jewish leaders who plotted against Him or even in the crowd that called for His crucifixion, but He was there because of me.  John 1:29 says that Jesus is “The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  The sin of the world includes my sin.  It was my sin that sent Him to the cross.  How will I respond to this fact?  It is a stunning reality. 
The facts about Jesus brought these Jews who heard Peter to the most important moment of decision they would ever face.

Verse 37 offers us a glimpse into the hearts of at least some in that multitude. Luke records, “Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?’”  
The message got to them. There could be no doubt about two things. First, Peter was right. There was no disputing the facts about Jesus. Second, they were guilty. The blood of Jesus was on their hands. They had to decide how they would respond. They had reached their moment of decision – the most important decision they would ever make.   They want to know what to do.

Now, their question indicates they have already come to the point of belief. They would never have posed the question if they did not believe that what Peter was saying about Jesus was true. 
Peter answers their question by saying in verse 38, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  To have their sins forgiven, they must repent (make the decision to turn from sin) and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ (immersed in water).  If they did this, their sins would be forgiven and they would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
I find it interesting that many in our day are dismissive about baptism.  They treat it as some irrelevant detail that can be lightly dismissed.  And yet, here it is, front and center, at this pivotal moment in Bible history.  Not only this, but it is said to be necessary for one to have his sins forgiven and be saved.  Keep in mind that our crowd is still facing their moment of decision.  At this point, they’ve only been told what to do. They haven’t actually done anything.  In verse 40 it says that Peter “testified and exhorted them, saying, ‘Be saved from this perverse generation.’”   We don’t know how many were in the crowd, what we do know is that about three thousand would make the right choice (v. 41).   Those who gladly received his word were baptized.  
 But it is not just this crowd who had to make this choice.  After Pentecost, this same message continued to be preached.  The disciples took the message to the whole world.  People were choosing to believe and obey Jesus. 

Every person today must face the facts about Jesus and make a decision. You and I have to do that.  Imagine you had been in the crowd on the day of Pentecost and heard Peter preach.  What would you have done?  Would you have been counted among the unnumbered who rejected the message?  Or would you have been among the 3000 who gladly received the word and were baptized?  The truth is that some of you may be facing your Pentecost moment right now.  Like that crowd, you know the facts about Jesus. You believe they are true.  But you need to decide, you need to make your choice about Jesus. He tells you what to do, repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins. You’ve come to your moment.  What will you do?  Which side will you choose?  
If we can assist you in study of the Bible or in your obedience to the Lord, please give us a call.  Our phone number is 573-265-8628.  If you get the answering machine, just leave you name and telephone number and we will get back with you.  You also may send us an email – our email address is sjchurch@sjchurchofchrist.com/

If you would like an audio CD copy of any of our Bible Talk broadcasts, just give us your name and address and we will be glad to send it to you absolutely free of charge.  Also if you have a question you would like for us to address on the program we want to hear from you.  There are three ways you may send in your requests or ask your questions.  

You may email it in:  Our email address is  sjchurch@sjchurchofchrist.com.  

You may call it in:  Our phone number is 573-265-8628.  If no one is there to answer, just leave your request or ask your question on the answering machine.

Or you may mail it in through the US postal service:  The address is Bible Talk,  PO Box 308, St. James, MO 65559

Also we want to invite you to check out our website.  On this website you are able to hear sermons on a variety of Bible topics, and you also are able to hear previous Bible Talk radio broadcasts.  The web address is sjchurchofchrist.com, that’s sjchurchofchrist.com.
