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Ford, Jeep, Land Rover,
Subaru and VW are All
Winners at Mudfest’s 24th
Annual Northwest Event

by Bill McCallum
During mid-May, 28 automotive journalist members of the
Northwest Automotive Press
Association (NWAPA) gathered at The Ridge Motorsports
Park, near Shelton, WA to drive
and rate 27 - new 2017 SUV’s,
CUV,s and Performance Trucks.
The 24th annual event know
as MUDFEST placed the 27
vehicles in 7 categories and the
winners were:
Best Compact Utility Vehicle
- 2017 Jeep Compass Trailhawk
Best Premium Compact
Utility Vehicle - 2017 Volkswagen Golf Alltrack S

Best Family Utility Vehicle
- 2017 Subaru Forester 2.5i
Touring
Best Premium Utility Vehicle
-2017 Jeep Grand Cherokee
Trackhawk
Best Extreme Capability 2017 Land Rover Discovery
HSE Luxury
Best Pickup - 2017 Ford
Raptor Super Cab
BEST OVERALL 2017 Land Rover Discovery
HSE Luxury
As a NWAPA member myself,
I would like to thank all the automakers and their representatives
that supported and attended tour
24th annual MUDFEST.

Scott Brown, FCA Comm. Mgr. with an All-New JeepWrangler at Mudfest (photo Auto News)

2017 Mazda6 on recent road trip to Lake Tahoe (photo Auto News)
by Bill McCallum
After a recent road-trip from
Oakland, CA to Lake Tahoe and
back in a 2017 Mazda6, I surveyed a number of my top writers
and asked what they thought of
the 2017 Mazda6.
The unanimous response was
“......... it’s one of the best if not the
best 4 door sedans on the market
today.” I agree.
The 2017 Mazda6 is a “Recommended” purchase by Consumer
Reports Magazine and was a previous finalist in the World Car
Design of the Year competition.
With a base MSRP of $21,945 and
a MPG rating of 27 mpg city/35
mpg highway/ and combined
30 mpg the 2017 Mazda6 offers

value plus economy for the segment leading family sedan.
The 2017 Mazda6 is powered
with a 2.5-liter four cylinder
SKY ACTIV-G engine producing 184 hp and mated with a SKY
ACTIV-DRIVE 6-speed Automatic transmission which came
in handy on my road-trip to Lake
Tahoe South Shore.
Mazda celebrates the 15th
anniversary of the Mazda6 with
the 2017 model. New features for
2017 include:
- new exterior mirror turn
lamp design
- new steering wheel design
- Lane Keep Assist System
(LKAS)
- available heated rear seats

- Traffic Sign Recognition
- available NAPPA leather-trim
- available machine grey metallic paint
- available black headliner
The Mazda6 offers 8 new technology features for 2017 including the Mazda Connect infotainment system and Mazda Radar
Cruise Control (MRCC) with
close proximity warning.
Also new for 2017 are 5 Safety
and Security features including
Smart Brake Support (SBS) with
collision warning and Smart City
Brake Support (SCBS).
The Mazda6 is “... a car that begs
to be driven.” I suggest a test drive
at our local Mazda dealer.

“The Toyota Corolla remains the Best
Selling Car in the World, with 1.02 Million
Sold.” Forbes Magazine - See Story on page 14

All-New 2017 Toyota Corolla - See Story on Page 14
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I am pleased to announce that
in July of this year we will launch
our second automotive print
publication, SIERRA MOUNTAIN AUTO NEWS backed
with up with a website and social
media platforms.
For 30 years we have expanded
our circulation from the Northwest south to California, east to
Arizona then north to Nevada,
Idaho, and Montana. Our intention was always to identify
pockets where auto enthusiasts
and car collectors live, work, and
vacation. An area that includes
Northern Calif., Sacramento,
Lake Tahoe, Truckee, Carson
& Reno Nevada and Southern
Oregon including Grants Pass,
Medford, and Klamath Falls is
such an area and thus SIERRA
MOUNTAIN AUTO NEWS.
For the last three months
our distribution team has been
opening automotive retail outlets
to support our local, regional,
and national advertisers. Our
managing editor lives in Placerville, CA and writes for Global
Auto News and does a weekly
automotive column for a chain of
CA weeklies.
Our first issue will also support
and be distributed at Hot August
Nights - Reno/Sparks in addition
to our local & regional automotive retail outlets.
We have also been supporting
the regional non-profit KEEP
TAHOE BLUE for over a decade
As we say in the biz, “..... travel
safe and see you down the road.”

When a car company builds
brand equity such as Nissan has
done with its bestselling vehicle,
Rogue, it is no wonder that the
newest entry in the lineup also
shares the Rogue name. The
commercial value that derives
from consumer perception of
a brand name, carries with it
awareness and therefore confidence in the new entry, Nissan
Rogue Sport.
With the crossover boom
expanding to smaller vehicles,
it is now accepted procedure
for automakers to look to their
global lineups to bring new
offerings to America in the least
amount of time. For example
Ford will soon bring the South
American EcoSport to the U.S.
market. Following the trend
toward smaller crossover vehicles, Honda brings in the Japanese Vezel named HR-V for the
American market.
Chevrolet
Trax has been on sale in several
foreign countries before being
introduced here.
Nissan joins the trend by
tapping its European lineup for
the Qashqai to use here as the
new Rogue Sport. This five
passenger vehicle is already in its
second generation in Europe and
is Nissan’s best-selling model.
The Rogue Sport is twelve
inches shorter, a little more than
five inches lower than the larger
existing Rogue SUV. Keeping
with the compact usable size,

Afternoon rain showers didn’t
dampen the enthusiasm of auto
enthusiasts as they watched
the winners of classes being
awarded beneath umbrellas
at the 8th annual Greystone
Mansion Concours d’Elegance at
legendary Greystone Mansion in
Beverly Hills on the first Sunday
of May.
It’s one of my favorite car
events of the year and a favorite
of car enthusiasts in Southern
California. In this year’s celebration, Lincoln Motorcars 100
year anniversary and Ferrari’s
70th anniversary featured special
displays. There were 125 vintage
cars and 10 rare and unique
motorcycles with Best of Class
categories Cadillac, Classics,
Corvette, Ferrari, Grand Touring,
Jaguar, Lincoln, Mercedes-Benz,
Porsche, Porsche Speedster, PostWar American, Post-War British,
Post-War Sports, Rolls-Royce
and Special Interest.
Historic Greystone Mansion’s
18-acre estate and gardens was
built by the Dohenys which
discovered oil in Los Angeles
and is maintained and preserved
by The Friends of Greystone.
During the Concours, you’re able
to stroll the gardens and have

The Western Automobile Journalists (WAJ) just completed
another successful Media Days
event in Monterey California.
This is the 25th consecutive year
that this event has been held. WAJ
is an association of 82 journalists
based in Northern California. Its
members report on automobiles
in newspapers, magazines, as
well as on radio, television and
on the web.
Media Days, which takes place
in the spring each year, is the
most popular event on the WAJ
calendar. It brings together journalists and auto industry reps for
two days of networking and driving. The year’s event was headquartered at the Tides hotel on
Monterey Bay.
The action started at 9:30 a.m.
on April 26th with journalists
scrambling to find the hottest cars
to drive to the staging point, the
iconic Quail Lodge in Carmel
Valley. At the Quail, WAJ members had more than fifty vehicles
to choose from. Some opted to
hone their skills maneuvering
four-wheel-drive vehicles on the
“off road” course, while others
stayed on pavement driving either
of two fantastic routes on the
Monterey peninsula.

The Kia Sportage has been
redesigned in 2017 and offers a
sporty mix of small SUV features.
The 2.0 liter turbo Gas Direct
Injection 4 cylinder engine combined with a 6 speed automatic
transmission delivers plenty of
power. The Sportage has AWD
with responsive handling and
state-of-the-art safety features to
include front, seat mounted, and
side airbags; Traction Control
System, Electronic Stability Control, and Downhill Brake and Hill
Start assist controls.
Kia once again as delivered
efficient interior features including Push Button Start, SIRIUSXM Satellite Radio (with free
3-month subscription), D shaped
steering wheel with Paddle Shifters, Rear Camera Display, and
Harmon Kardon Premium Audio
system.
Best of all is the affordability
and reliability of this vehicle. The
Sportage MSRP is $34,000, and it
is backed by a 10 year, 100,000
mile Powertrain warranty. With
summer just around the corner,
stop by your nearest Kia dealership and test drive the Sportage.

continued on page 12

continued on page 8
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The Buick Cascada is a 2+2
convertible meant to strut its stuff
on the sunny streets of America.
Introduced as a 2016 model,
there isn’t much difference for
2017, except the addition of the
new Sport Touring trim level.
Mechanically the same as all
Cascadas, the ST gets a unique
paint color, new wheel design,
and other custom content.
Unlike many convertibles, this
one retains the proportions of
the roofline instead of having to
“hunch up” to accommodate the
necessary mechanisms. In many
drop-tops this makes them look
awkward with the tops up – which
is where it normally is, except in
paradise. Few of us live there,
however.
This Buick does a good job of
being the kind of convertible that
appeals to those who love openair cars. Research shows that
convertible lovers are more loyal
to the open-air philosophy than
they are to any one brand of car.
That means that drop-tops are a
great way to get new folks into
the brand’s showrooms.

A trip to the always changing Hawai’i Volcanoes National
Park remains on my list of places
to visit when I’m on the Big
Island of Hawai’i. Two of the
five volcanoes that formed the
Big Island nearly half a million
years ago, Kilauea and Mauna
Loa, are in the park. Kilauea
erupted at it’s summit from the
19th century until 1982. In early
1983 Kilauea’s eastern side came
alive with an eruption that has
been ongoing. The lava flows are
steady and slow down toward the
ocean where over 500 acres have
been added to Hawai’i’s eastern
coast since this activity began.
The summit of Kilauea became noticeably active again
in 2008 with the eruption in the
Halema’uma’u Crater. This is
the crater visible from the Jagger Museum and led to the road
closure of the Crater Rim Drive
and the Crater Rim trail that took
an 11 mile loop around Kilauea’s
caldera. My favorite postcard pictures the road covered with lava
next to a “stop” sign still standing
because the lava holds it in place.

Describing the Ram Power
Wagon as “new” is peculiar; even
though the 2017 model is just
that. This truck’s basic design
is over 70 years old. Mind you
the terrain it’s meant to conquer
is much older than that; so in
this case the “new” is irrelevant.
Instead I’m thinking that a design
legacy of over seven decades is
exactly what you want in a truck
like this.
The Power Wagon is a product
of the Second World War. More
than 255,000 of these 3/4 ton 4x4
trucks saw service. These trucks
were so successful at navigating
European and Pacific battle fields
that after the war Dodge engineers used this truck as the basis
for their civilian Power Wagon
models.
Today’s Power Wagon starts
with a stock 2500 series HD
frame. Ram then adds locking
front and rear differentials, twospeed transfer case, an electronically disconnecting sway bar,
high-pressure Bilstein monotube
shocks, heavy front and rear
springs, skid plates and under-

On a recent Saturday I visited
the Porsche Experience Center
in Carson, California. The place
was buzzing with Porsche enthusiasts (even younger first time
Porsche buyers!) experiencing
track driving.
If you are looking for a special
event venue for yourself, you
and a friend, you and a group of
friends, or to celebrate the pleasure of driving and life, visit
the magic of the new Porsche
Driving Experience Center, just
minutes from LAX --and have
the time of your life!
First opened in 2015 in Atlanta
and now in Carson, CA, and
designed for the Porsche or car
enthusiast to both witness and
experience the capabilities of
a Porsche, the venues boast 53
acres of property dedicated to an
insider’s look and experience of
Porsche’s historic race cars, the
workshop team, and driving performances. Drivers can choose
to just view or pilot the latest
Porsche models on multiple track
setups.
The Experience Center also

With the 2017 “Hot August
Nights” Collector Car Auction
just around the corner. Auto enthusiasts are getting a chance to buy
some of the finest collector vehicles in America. One of the most
unique cars this year is a 1968
Ford Mustang Shelby GT500 that
was stolen for 40 years.
The History:
February 9th 1970, Robert
Lanyon discovered his 1968
Shelby Mustang GT500 gone,
never to be seen again for 40
years. Unbeknownst to him, the
car was in his same city the entire
time.
Fast forward to July 11th,
2011. Sergeant Tim Sullivan,
a Mustang enthusiast himself,
while following what appeared
to be a 1968 GT500, ran a registration check out of curiosity. To
his surprise, the check revealed
a registration for a 1965 Mustang, immediately raising red
flags in his mind. “If you know
Mustangs, you can tell the difference in the bat of an eye” stated
Sullivan. Sullivan pulled over
the Mustang and noticed that the

continued on page 4

continued on page 7

continued on page 6

continued on page 5

continued on page 15
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McCall Motorworks Revival Party Scheduled for Aug. 16th at Monterey Jet Center
Gordon and Molly McCall
always bring a special something from their marketing and
PR Company, McCall Events,
Inc. None is more special --or
well-known-- than the Gordon
McCall’s 26th Annual Motorworks Revival Party, which officially kicks off the week long
luxury car show in beautiful Monterey/Pebble Beach, California.
McCall Events, Inc. continues
in its 26th year of producing
this special revival event this
year, at the Monterey Jet Center

(Monterey Regional AirportMRY) on Wednesday, August 16,
2017, beginning at 4 PM for Red
Carpet VIP guests. Nearly 3,000
finely dressed guests will enjoy
wine, excellent food, and the
spectacular viewing of vintage
cars, motorcycles, and private,
luxury jets and what is coming
next in the aviation and automotive world. The party has been
called ‘one of the most exclusive
Lifestyle Events in the country’.
That being said, it has lots of fun

continued on page 5

2016 McCall’s 25th Annual Motorworks Revival Party

2017 Buick
Cascada “test
drive review”

by David Schmidt
The 2017 Cascada is a pleasant convertible to drive. In an era
where most of the high-end convertibles are using steel tops, the
Buick remains a true cloth-top
model. The top is acoustically
and thermally insulated which
opens and closes in 17 seconds
while moving.
Granted, it isn’t a luxury car in
either price or presumption. It is
“reward car” for those who have
reached the point in their lives
where they can treat themselves.
There are plenty of features
inside to remind folks that they
are driving a prize.
This includes Buick’s connectivity system, IntelliLink, which
uses a seven-inch display to show
text message alerts, Siri Eyes Free
and, if you buy it, navigation. The
audio system uses seven speakers
to pump out the sound, and which
is nice with the top up.
You can also subscribe to
General Motor’s OnStar 4G LTE
which lets you create a Wi-Fi
hotspot in the car. Available navigation radio and seven-speaker
premium audio system.
There are many other creature comforts, such as a remote
vehicle starter, front and rear
12-volt power outlets, heat-reflective leather-appointed seating, a
heated, leather-wrapped steering
wheel and rear parking assist. But
the one price you pay for driving
a convertible is cargo space.
In the Cascada you get 13.4
cu.-ft. but just 9.8 cu.-ft. with the
top down. But since this is a type
of car that couples would take off
for a romantic weekend without
inviting others to sit in the rear
seat and share the experience,
there will be the back seat to hold
the trunk’s overflow.
The interior is attractive and
very European. This only makes
sense, since the same car is sold
in Europe under the Opel brands.
All the cars are assembled in
Poland. So, the interior is nicely
appointed with detailing which
emphasizes that this is a car that’s
been earned.
The seats are comfortable and
as supportive as necessary. They
are also attractive, fitting in with
the rest of the interior. The rears
seats are also comfortable, but
the legroom back there really
requires a compromise with those
in the front seat. But the car does
have an electronically operated
system that moves the front seats

continued on page 16

2017 Ram
Power Wagon
“test drive”
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cars is not sustainable. In 1900
electric cars represented 38% of
the U.S. market and by 1905 they
represented only 7% of the U.S.
market. Henry Ford had three
power choices for the future of
the automobile, electric, steam, or
internal combustion. He made the
right choice. So over 100 years
later here we go again.
Before General Motors launched
the Volt and now the Bolt there
was the EV1 project which they
scrapped. Why? Lack of consumer interest. Then along came
Elon Musk, the dreamer, who
packed a Lotus full of batteries and called it a Tesla. He is
selling a handful of cars but according to recent reports Tesla
is losing $16,000 per car sold
and when the government rebate
($7,500) expires the loss jumps
to $ 23,500 per car sold. Then
there was the Fisker. Nice design
but another bad business model.
There are other dreamers in the
pure electric car world. Shorty
after the launch of the Nissan Leaf
C.E.O. Carlos Ghosn predicted
they would sell one million Leaf’s
world wide. Never happened.
Closer to home, when Mitsubishi
launched their pure electric vehicle
in the U.S. they predicted 10,000
sales in the first year. They sold
less than 1,000 units the first year.
In the first quarter of 2017 (Q!)
there were 21K pure electric cars
sold in the U.S. That’s 1/2 of 1%
of total sales. While there is a substantial commercial market for
pure electrics,they will always be
a small % of consumer sales because of their limited range, to few
charging facilities, delays at public
charging facilities, the rising cost
of electricity and unsustainable
business models. Pure Electric
Car Sales DECLINE across U.S.
A message to the dreamers “...
dream on if you can afford it”

Remained Behind Japan
Close to 2,500 hydrogen fuel
cell vehicles were sold or leased
globally in 2016, representing
a more than three-fold increase
compared to 2015, according to a
report published by Information
Trends.
The report, “Global Market
for Hydrogen Fuel Cell Vehicles,
2017,” stated that California grew
the fastest in terms of sales and
leases, but remained behind Japan
in terms of volume.
Despite the growth, the number
of fuel cell vehicles sold and
leased are miniscule compared
to the market, said Naqi Jaffery,
President and CEO of Information Trends. However, the growth
portends well for the future of
hydrogen fuel cell vehicles.
Toyota’s Mirai dominated the
market, selling or leasing more
than 2,000 fuel cell vehicles
worldwide, and Hyundai’s Tucson
Fuel Cell was a distant second.
The report said that the upcoming Mercedes-Benz GLC F-Cell,
equipped with a plug-in propulsion battery, represents a milestone the evolution of fuel cell
vehicles.
GLC F-Cell, to be rolled out in
the second half of 2017, ushers
an era in which vehicles will be
equipped with both fuel cells and
plug-in propulsion batteries.
A companion report, Global
Market for Hydrogen Fueling
Stations, notes an increase in
the intensity of hydrogen station
deployments in several regions of
the world.
About Information Trends
Information Trends, based in
the Washington, D.C. region, is
a reputable market research and
consulting company led by industry thought-leader, Naqi Jaffery.
You may visit the company website at www.informationtrends.net.

Porsche Experience Ctr.

The exceptional beauty of a
variety of light-weight sports
cars, whose ability to accelerate,
corner, and brake is an engineering achievement and one
you can now experience yourself makes a visit to the Porsche
Experience Center in Carson,
California worth the trip, whether
you just view or drive.
Looking for a cool experience,
Millennial or not, head to PSE
and hear me say, “I told you so!”
Open 8 AM- 6 PM TuesdaySaturday. Visit www.porschedriving.com for more information.

continued from page 3

offers event spaces and dining
options, simulators, and a retail
store. The Porsche Experience
Centers have hosted well over
100,000 guests in 2016 alone and
show the fascination a people
have for the special brand, introduced by Ferdinand Porsche and
his son, Ferdinand Anton in 1950.
The professional and informative
staff is there to meet your every
need, coach special driving experiences, and answer your every
question.

continued from page 4

people and it’s a great party!
The top two-tier VIP tickets
have already SOLD OUT! But
the $550 Red Carpet VIP tickets
and the $395 VIP tickets are
still available; all guests will be
treated to a very special experience. This year includes noted
California chefs paring their
favorite delicious delicacies and
fine wines… so don’t hesitate and
visit http://mccallevents.com to
view more details and purchase
tickets online.
As always- Global Auto News,
will be there! Come and enjoy
this special night of food and
drinks along with us and visit with
familiar faces and fellow enthusiasts. Grab a ticket, mark your calendar, wear something fancy and
join the wonderful experience—
benefiting a great cause.
For more than 10 years, the
Motorworks Revival party has
not only been a great party, but a
major sponsor of the CHP 11-99

Foundation. The CHP, 11-99
Foundation provides assistance
to California Highway Patrol
families in financial crisis, in the
case of a death, as well as with
scholarships for sons, daughters,
and spouses. Since 1981, more
than 17 million dollars has been
provided in benefits and scholarships through the CHP 11-99
Foundation to CHP families. In
addition, meet and talk to some
of the country’s military pilots,
our true heroes.
Global Auto News has been
attending the events for over 16
years so join us for the best and
most exciting celebratory events
in the country.
Gordon McCall has served
as a class judge at the Pebble
Beach Concour’s d’Elegance
and also the Field Coordinator.
His uniqueness and distinction
has lent itself well for the past
25 years to judge and field coordinate the greatest car show in the
country, but also in sponsoring
the ‘party of the year’ for car
enthusiasts. Come join the fun!

AUTO NEWS® BYTES
Mothers® Polish – Proud to be the Official
Car Care Sponsor of the National Hot Rod
Association
A show-winning shine is the perfect complement to a dazzling display of speed. And nothing embodies speed more than a nitro-burning,
11,000-horsepower, 300-mph dragster. This is precisely why Mothers® is
proud to be the official car care products of the National Hot Rod Association.
“Mothers® is thrilled to be working closely with NHRA Championship Drag Racing. They have a long history of staging truly exciting
events, from the early days of racing to the present,” said Ken Holland,
Mothers® Marketing Director. “And with the introduction of our new
Speed® Line, it makes even more sense.”
Whether it’s on the track or off, Mothers® knows what it takes to
make a car look great. To help NHRA teams look their best, a Mothers®
Best Appearing Car Award will be presented at each NHRA Mello Yello
Drag Racing Series event. Award winners will also receive a Mothers®
Detail Kit, which includes our new Mothers® Speed® products – formulated for competition winning results, in record time.
This NHRA sponsorship builds upon our long-standing obsession
with speed that includes partnerships with Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca,
the Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach and affiliations with the world’s
premier sports car manufacturers, hot rod builders and motorsport teams.

250 New & Pre-owned In Stock!

Mothers® Background

Mothers® is known worldwide for its premium-grade polishes, waxes
and cleaners and offers a broad array of finish care products under its
Back-to-Black®, California Gold®, Marine, PowerBall®, Professional
and Speed® lines. Go to www.mothers.com for information on all of
these products, along with a host of how-to videos and car care tips in
the online Mothers® Detail Guide at www.detailguide.com and the Wax
Forum at www.waxforum.com. Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/mothersusa.

445 East Pacific Coast Highway, Newport Beach, CA 92660
Tel 949/673-0900 • Fax 949/673-6079
Toll 800/423-7077
www.newportautocenter.com
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2017 Ram
Power Wagon
“test drive”
continued from page 3

body protection, special 33-inch
off-road tires, an integrated
12,000 lb electric winch and, of
course, increased ride height.
For 2017 the standard engine is
a 6.4L V8 Hemi that makes 410
hp and a peak torque of 429 lb-ft.
A unique feature of this engine is
an electronic calibration that softens the throttle response when
in 4WD-low, yet raises the idle
speed by 100rpm to increase lowend torque.
Driving this truck through the
Nevada desert inspired an almost
reckless confidence in my ability to climb obstacles that would
make a goat sweat. Even through
the soft sand the aggressive tread
of tires floated the truck, though
that’s when I appreciated the 6.4
L’s torque that churned out of
these traps. Sharp rises and deep
gulleys didn’t impede the truck
either; its height (14.3-inches of
clearance) and steep approach
(33.6 degrees) and departure (26.2
degrees) angles prevented hangups. Then again, that’s why it does
have an integrated front mounted
winch and massive tow hooks.
After pushing the truck through
worsening dry washes, I was
thinking I couldn’t find a spot
that would get it stuck. I’m sure
there was one but I never did find
it. However, a word of caution,
just don’t drive it fast! Unlike the
Ford Raptor which is designed to
cover rough terrain quickly the
suspension on the Power Wagon
is setup for slow and steady – at
speed it’s rough. But then speed
is not its purpose; this stiff setup
lets it climb steep, jumbled rocks
with a sure footed ease; while

Larry’s Road Beat
“Growing up with a 1947
Chrysler New Yorker”
1947 New Yorker, The era’s
epitome of smooth class.
Built on the large F body chassis with a gigantic 127.5-inch
wheelbase and an overall length
of 217 inches, the 1947 Chrysler New Yorker was remarkably
light at about 4,100 pounds. It
was powered by a flathead 5.3L
straight eight putting out a modest
135 hp. It used Chrysler’s first
“automatic,” Fluid-Drive which
was actually a semi-automatic that
started in third gear and shifted to
fourth by lifting off the throttle.
Having experienced the New
Yorker for five years in the
early 1950s, the rear seat was
so spacious, it was like riding
in a limousine dwarfing a Town
Car of today with an incredibly
smooth ride and almost stand-up
headroom. I remember its thick,
soft mohair cloth, luxurious dash,
big radio speaker and 18-inch
steering wheel with an inner
chrome horn ring.
I actually drove this car and
it surely would be classified as
a super quiet classic leisurely
luxury cruiser, relaxed, pampered
motoring at its best for the
time. With its massive egg crate
chrome grille and smooth, slope
back styling with defined fenders
it was the class act of 1940s.

carrying a crew and substantial
payload. Hence the reason it’s a
favourite of forestry and fire services throughout North America.
It features a payload of 1,510 lb.
and a tow rating of 10,030 lb.
The 2017 Ram Power Wagon
shows off its “ultimate off-road
truck” claim with a new exterior
design that incorporates styling cues found in the Ram 1500
Rebel. This starts with prominent
silver “RAM” letter badge. Surrounded by a blacked-out grille
it’s book ended by bi-functional
projector headlamps with LED
marker lights. The domed ventstamped hood sports a Gloss
Black graphic.
From what I saw in Nevada,
today’s Power Wagon is also following the current pickup trend of
packing more and more upscale
content into trucks. That’s fine for
many buyers, however it should
be noted for those that value the

ability more than the convenience
aspects of the truck that Ram is
also offering the Power Wagon
as a base Tradesman Crew Cab
4x4 model. Although this option
does not include the same inte-

rior and exterior design elements,
it does include the same unique
off-road equipment, including
the winch, lockers, larger tires,
electronic disconnecting sway
bar, suspension and under-body

2017 RAM Power Wagon (photo by Howard Elmer)

armor. Monotone paint covers
this package. The grille-surround
and inserts are from the Tradesman model and are colored Black
as are the headlamp filler panels
and wheel flares.
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Sally Hanson’s Trip to Hawaii’s Volcano National Parks Hyundai Genesis G90 “test drive”
continued from page 3

The drive to the National Park
from the western side of the
island in the 2017 Nissan Altima
SV sedan was gorgeous with
ocean views on the north side of
the island as the sun rose against
the glimmering Pacific Ocean. I
chose this route for the scenery
as well as the opportunity to see
how well the Altima would perform on the winding, hilly road.
The 2017 Altima is at the top of
its midsize sedan class when considering acceleration and EPA
rated fuel economy, so maneuvering through the small towns and
countryside was a snap. The 2.5
liter with a naturally aspirated four
cylinder engine took to the road

with its 179 horsepower paired
nicely with the continuously variable transmission(CVT). The
Altima was refreshed in 2016,
resulting in a retuned transmission making it smooth and definitely an improved feature over
previous models. The highway
and city drive on the island was
extremely quiet. Luckily the volcanic activity was also quiet near
all the roads we traversed.
Heading off Crater Rim Drive
to the left after entering the park
at the Kilauea Visitor Center, you
can follow a short trail in a lush
rain forest to the Thurston Lava
Tube. The 500-year-old lava
tube is definitely worth the short
walk. Continue on the Crater Rim

Drive until you reach the Chain
of Craters Road, which descends
3,700 feet in 20 miles and ends
where a lava flow crossed the
road on 2003. Several trails
and paths lead to cliffs over the
Pacific Ocean and a petroglyph
site where images were drawn
in the lava by residents long
ago. Depending on current conditions, rangers provide safety
tips for visitors wanting to watch
the molten lava as it reaches the
Pacific Ocean.
Back inside the Altima, zero
gravity front seats made the drive
and ride very comfortable. The
driver’s seat also includes an
eight way power adjustment and
power lumbar support. I loved the
engine braking button on the side
of the transmission stalk that was
helpful when you want to slow
down but avoid using the brakes
or show others your tail lights.

continued on page 12

At the Jagger Museum in the National Park, the Nissan
Altima shows off its v-motion grille with Mount Loa in the
background. (photo Sally Hanson)

Hyundai is going where three
other automakers have gone
with varying degrees of success.
Decades ago Toyota launched the
Lexus brand and Honda launched
the Acura brand. The Lexus
brand hit the ground running
and was considered by most to
be a home run. The Acura brand
from Honda was a little slower
to ramp up and to use baseball
jargon was considered by most
to be a triple. Nissan’s launch of
the Infiniti brand was even slower
to ramp up across the U.S. and
would be considered a double.
So, Hyundai is at the plate and
are they going to hit a home run,
triple, double, single or strikeout
with the all-new Genesis brand If
the Genesis G90 is any indication
the brand will be a home run, but
the Hyundai business model is
different than the other automakers and the final results may end
up in extra innings.

2017 Genesis G90 (photo Auto News)

The 2017 Genesis G90 RWD
3.3T Premium model is a luxury
sedan priced at $ 69,050.00 as
driven, with over 50 standard features included in the price. Powered with 3.3-liter V6 turbo delivering 365 hp and mate with an
8-speed automatic transmission.
The G90 sedan looks like luxury
car, drives like a luxury car, feels
like a luxury car and could very
well be the “best value” in the
luxury segment. With 24 mpg
on the highway the Infiniti G90
offers good economy for a large
sedan. The G90’s interior combination of leather, wood, and
chrome adds to the feeling of a
luxury sedan. With the spacious
back seat Infiniti G90’s will find
their way into the limo fleets.
Back seat features include power
massaging seats, climate and
audio controls.
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Automakers and Auto Journalists turn out for WAJ Track Days
continued from page 2

Sports cars, like the Alfa
Romeo Giulia, the Jaguar F-Type
SVR and the Infiniti Q60 were
among the favorites, and could
be usually found tackling Carmel
Valley’s Laureles Grade. However, this event includes a lot
more than just sports cars. The
paddock was crammed with interesting sedans, SUVs and trucks,
such as the new Honda Clarity,
the Jaguar F-Pace and the Ford
F250 KR. These vehicles got a lot
of play too. Many could be seen

following the second drive route
to the historic Bixby Bridge,
south of Carmel.
Day two, the scene shifted to
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca.
A wide variety of performance
models awaited the journalists to
evaluate. They ranged from the
feisty little Fiat 124 Abarth to the
fire-breathing Dodge Challenger
T/A. Drivers and sports cars flew
around the track all day. But at 4
o’clock the driving stopped, and
like a switch being turned off,
Media Days for 2017 was over.

WAJ at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca (photo Ed Barrett)

Nissan
Rogue
“test drive”
by Art Gould

Range Rover Evoque ready to roll (photo Ed Barrett)

Inside Europe
AUTO NEWS BYTES
by Bill McCallum

Mini Remastered by David Brown Automotive
continues European launch tour, stopping
at London Motor Show for UK public debut

David Brown Automotive invited visitors to its stand at The London
Motor Show from 4th to 7th May, for the UK public debut of its eagerly
awaited Mini Remastered model.
Mini Remastered takes a quintessentially British automotive icon and
remasters it for the 21st Century, blending modern technology and connectivity with bespoke coachbuilding techniques. Based on a classic Mini,
David Brown Automotive’s inspiration is intended to be the ultimate blend
of modern and classic design for stylish town and city driving.
Remastered from the ground up, each car is hand built in the UK using
traditional coachbuilding methods, and takes up to 1,000 man hours to
create. The exterior shape has been refined and visually softened by deseaming the silhouette, additional support has also been added through
bespoke beams and additional struts for rigidity. The engine and gearbox
have been fully refurbished and the company are able to offer up to 50%
extra power output from the original unit.
Teamed with a fully reconditioned four-speed manual gearbox, upgraded
suspension and brakes, David Brown Automotive has also placed enormous
emphasis on reliability, integrity and driving dynamics. In-car comfort
and technology also plays a large part in every Mini Remastered. Each
car comes with power steering, heated windscreen and air conditioning as
standard, alongside an in-built infotainment and navigation system powered by Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, a four-speaker sound system,
keyless-go, USB connectivity and charging, as well as push-button start
and remote central locking.
Showcased within the Luxury Cars Hall, visitors to The London Motor
Show will be the very first in the UK to see the all-new Mini Remastered by
David Brown Automotive in the metal, in special edition ‘Inspired by Café
Racers’ specification. Alongside the latest Mini Remastered model, David
Brown Automotive will also display its revered MY2017 Speedback GT.
Fresh from the company’s trip to Monaco for the Top Marques show, the
David Brown Automotive team are also delighted to announce that they
have already begun to take pre-orders for build slot reservations following the car’s launch in April 2017 and have received an overwhelming
response to Mini Remastered following its global reveal.
“It’s great to be home in London, and I can’t wait to show visitors our
new Mini Remastered alongside the car that started it all, Speedback GT,”
said company founder David Brown. “The team have already taken number of pre-orders for Mini Remastered, we’re currently building the 12th
Speedback GT and nearing completion on our all-new HQ at Silverstone
in the UK. I’m tremendously excited for the future and delighted to be
sharing our next model at The London Motor Show next week.”
With over 237 developments since the prototype’s launch in 2014, the
MY17 Speedback GT combines the style of a classic grand tourer with
modern engineering, technology and conveniences. Much like Mini
Remastered, each car is created with traditional coachbuilding techniques
and each limited-edition Speedback GT is commissioned by the individual
and handbuilt to order – a process that takes over 8,000 man hours.
Launched in 2014, Speedback GT set the standard and ethos for David
Brown Automotive and its all-new Mini Remastered is the second in a
line of classic-inspired, coachbuilt, luxury cars from the marque. Building
in stature, the company has stayed true to its British roots and recently
moved its HQ and manufacturing facility to Silverstone, UK. A stone’s
throw away from the home of British motorsport, the new HQ will also
incorporate a new design and sales studio, due to open in summer 2017.

continued from page 2

2017 Acura MDX (photo Ed Barrett)

All New Nissan Rogue (photo Art Gould)

Inside china
AUTO NEWS BYTES
by Bill McCallum

VOK DAMS China excels at China with Hospitality
The most important factor to account for the continually
growing success of Live-Marketing is the personal and individual
encounter of the client with the brand. And, the more appreciatively the customer is addressed, the more successful the contact.
Successful hospitality measures thus help retain existing customers and win new ones.
The China Team of VOK DAMS, agency for events and livemarketing, offered a convincing example for such appreciative
hospitality at this year’s Auto China, which takes place alternately in Beijing or Shanghai and which is viewed as most important mood indicator in the automotive industry.
Just like in the previous years, VOK DAMS looked after several
top clients at the Auto Shanghai 2017 and was able to prove its
operative hospitality competence.
Following the enthusiastic feedback of clients and visitors, Katja Sassi-Bucsit, General Manager VOK DAMS China,
remarked: “We are delighted, not only that we were able to retain
our client over these past years, but even more so that new projects are constantly being added. This is an excellent base for our
quality-campaign in China.”
As an additional hospitality service, VOK DAMS offered an
updated City Guide App both for Apple and Android, which could
be downloaded for free. The App contains important information around the trade show as well as interesting tips around the
metropolis Shanghai.
For current information on VOK DAMS see www.vokams.de
VOK DAMS International
VOK DAMS in Wuppertal, Germany, is a leading international
communications agency for events and live-marketing with
offices in Munich, Hamburg, Frankfurt, Stuttgart and Berlin as
well as branches in the US, France, UK, Iberia (Madrid), China
(Beijing and Shanghai), the Czech Republic, Brazil and Dubai.
Focus of the services offered are experience-oriented marketing
communications with events and media, programs for information, qualification and motivation, road shows, corporate,
public and exhibition events as well as Hybrid Events and Live
Campaigns.

the Rogue Sport does not offer a
third row seat.
Powered by a 2.0-liter DOHC
inline 4-cylinder 16-valve engine
developing 141 hp and 147 lb-ft
of torque, the new entry provides
adequate
performance
and
driving ability. Nissan’s formula
to include Continuously Variable
Transmissions (CVT) in almost
every vehicle line, continues
with the Rouge Sport. Theory is
that CVTs deliver improved fuel
mileage and transmissions with
fewer moving parts. Drivability
is much improved compared to
previous CVT applications.
The impressive features of the
new Rogue Sport are available
in all model levels. Just because
the new entry in the Nissan line is
compact in size, the Sport offers
everything you would expect on
the larger Rogue. Adaptive cruise
control, blind-spot monitoring,
collision detection with emergency braking and a surroundview camera. In addition, forward
emergency braking with pedestrian detection, rear cross traffic
alert, lane departure warning and
lane departure prevention. All this
adds to make the Rogue Sport a
safety equipment success.
Interior seating is comfortable
with driver and passenger space
friendly and usable. Cargo space
works well for this class. The
most noticeable bonus is ‘quiet’.
In fact the interior provides the
luxury feel and convenience
found in much more expensive
vehicles. Conversations between
passengers and music entertainment can be managed without
interference or noise intrusion.
Pricing begins at $22,380 for
the base S model. A step up to
the SV starts at $23,980. Top of
the line SL can top out at $30,000
including $1,350 for all-wheel
drive. The new Sport is on sale
now and worth a test drive. A
definite addition to the shopping
list for anyone considering this
new size crossover.
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Amazon
Greenlights
to introduce a
McLaren Racing
Docuseries
Amazon Greenlights Untitled
McLaren Racing Docuseries
Exclusively for Prime Video
The Amazon Original Series
Goes Behind the Scenes with
Legendary Formula 1 Race Team
McLaren as They Prepare to
Fight for the 2017 World Championship
Amazon today announced it
has greenlit an untitled McLaren
racing docuseries. The Amazon
Original
Unscripted
Series
gives unprecedented access to
the McLaren racing team as
it competes in the 2017 FIA
Formula 1 World Championship.
Prime members will be able to
stream the limited series exclusively via the Amazon Prime
Video app for TVs, connected
devices including Fire TV, mobile
devices and online. Members
can also download the series
to mobile devices for offline
viewing at no additional cost to
their membership. The series will
be a global release and available
exclusively on Amazon Prime
Video for members to watch via
the Prime Video app for popular
smart TVs, Fire TV, Fire Tablets
and Android and iOS phones and
tablets. The show will also be
available on PrimeVideo.com for
Prime Video members in more
than 200 countries and territories.
The series follows McLaren,
founded in 1963, as they prepare
to challenge for the 2017 World
Championship, with new Executive Director and former racer
Zak Brown leading the famed
racing organization. Featuring
exclusive access from McLaren
to the technically competitive
and secretive world of racing,
the series will let Prime members
embed with the team and its
drivers: rookie Stoffel Vandoorne
and former double world champion Fernando Alonso. The show
features coverage of the physical and mental preparation of a
Formula 1 crew, including exclusive footage of how McLaren
builds and tests a Formula 1 car,
and behind-the-scenes, neverbefore-seen coverage of the
sponsor and partnership deals
that finance the team.
“The series will take Amazon
Prime members inside what it
takes to compete at the highest level of Formula 1 racing,”
said Conrad Riggs, Head of
Unscripted, Amazon Originals. “It
will combine unparalleled access
with exciting and dramatic storytelling that will appeal to racing
fans and non-racing fans alike.”
“McLaren dominated F1 in
the modern era, creating champions like Ayrton Senna and
Lewis Hamilton. But they are
also a family who have recently
gone through difficult times, both
on track and off,” said Executive
Producer Manish Pandey. “And
like all families, we will watch
them pull together to regain their
rightful place at the head of F1.”
“At McLaren, we want to
showcase and celebrate every
element of Formula 1. We under-

continued on page 20
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SHOWCASE REVIEWS
KIA CADENZA LIMITED

The Kia Cadenza has a
new exterior design and
packaged with the interior
upgrades deserves a look
when buying a value
based sedan

BASE PRICE: $44,390
TYPE: Sedan
ENGINE: 3.3L V6
TRANS: 8-Speed AT
HORSEPOWER: 290 hp
MPG 20 city/28 hiway

MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER SUV

The Outlander is the
best selling model in the
Mitsubishi lineup.
Its priced right and
offers enough room for
all your gear. Also good
fuel economy for an SUV.

BASE PRICE: $27,490
TYPE: SUV
ENGINE: 2.4L - 4
TRANS: 6-Speed AT
Horsepower: 166 hp
MPG: 24 city/29 hiway

VOLVO XC60 AWD INSCRIPTION

Volvo has been expanding
it’s SUV lineup and the
XC60 4-door SUV is a
good choice. Nice ride
with an improved
interior and advanced
safety features.

BASE PRICE: $46,350
TYPE: SUV
ENGINE: 2.0L Super Turbo
TRANS: 8-Speed AT
HORSEPOWER: 302 hp
MPG: 20 city/27 hiway

MAZDA CX-3

The Mazda CX-3 4 door SUV
is a recommended purchase
by Consumer Reports
Magazine. This small SUV is
priced right and offers the
room you are looking for.

BASE PRICE: $19,960
TYPE: Compact SUV
ENGINE: 2.0L- 4
TRANS: 6-Speed AT
HORSEPOWER: 146 hp
MPG: 28 mpg Overall

NISSAN PATHFINDER PLATINUM

The Nissan Pathfinder
gets better with age.
With 7 passenger
seating and 12 Safety
features the Pathfinder
is a good people hauler.

BASE PRICE: $43,560
TYPE: SUV
ENGINE: 3.5-liter V6
TRANS: CVT
HORSEPOWER: 284hp
MPG: 19 city/26 hiway

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF ALLTRACK TSI

The Golf Alltrack is a nice
addition to the Golf lineup.
Economy and value in a 4-dr
hatchback. Lots of room for
both people and gear. Nice
ride and deserves a look.

autonewsonline.com/showcase reviews
(under construction)

BASE PRICE: $26,950
TYPE: 4-door hatchback
ENGINE: 1.8L TSI Turbo - 4
TRANS: 6-speed AT
HORSEPOWER 170 hp
MPG: 22 city/30 highway
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2017 Cadillac CT6 Sedan is answer to European
and Asian Luxury Performance Sedans by Arv Voss
By Arv Voss
For those of you looking for an
American Luxury Performance
Sedan capable of competing
with the best that Europe and
Asia have to offer – Look no
more. The 2017 Cadillac CT6 is
a carryover from last year, but
it still ranks as ultimately able
to not only compete with, but to
clean the others clocks.
The Cadillac CT6 is not only
performance oriented, but it is a
full size 5-passenger sedan that
provides luxurious and comfortable transport for five at a midlevel price point (less in fact,
than many competitors). In addition, it is drop dead gorgeous
with contemporary, state-of-theart styling and technological
features, Cadillac’s Cue connectivity and the latest in safety and
driver aids.
There are four levels of trim – a
base model that starts at $53,795.,
a Luxury model, a Premium
Luxury model and the flagship
Platinum trim level. Standard
power is served up by a 2.0-liter,
DOHC, 16-valve Inline turbocharged 4-cylinder engine with
Direct Injection, VVT and Auto
Stop/Start. 265 horses are delivered at 5,500 rpm along with 295
pound feet of torque in a range
from 3,000-4,000 rpm. There’s
also a 3.6-liter V6 power plant
available that delivers 385 horse-

power along with 284 pound feet
of torque. Premium Luxury and
Platinum model buyers may also
opt for a 3.0-liter turbocharged
V6 with a 404 horsepower and
400 pound feet of torque. The
transmission is an 8-speed automatic that gears energy to either
the rear wheels or to all four at
extra cost.
The Cadillac CT6 debuted last
year and continues to set the bar
as the top luxury sedan in GM’s
fleet. It weighs roughly the same
as the Cadillac CTS sedan despite
the fact that it’s 8.5 inches longer.
The standard feature and equipment inventory is most impressive. Optional features that
enhance the driving experience
and safety are also available.
In the safety department, ABS
disc brakes, traction and stability
control, front seat side airbags,
front knee airbags and side curtain airbags are all CT6 standard
fare, as is a rearview camera,
OnStar with auto crash notification, on-demand roadside assistance, remote door unlocking and
stolen vehicle assistance.
In summation, the 2017 Cadillac CT6 is definitely not the old
land yacht “Caddy” of yore, but
rather a solid and athletically
agile executive class sedan with
power to spare even in the base
model. Steering response is positive and provides an on-center

2017 Cadillac CT6 Sedan (photo Arv Voss)
feel and the ride quality is both
comfortable and stable during
even spirited maneuvers.
Specifications
Base Price: $53,795.
Price as Tested: $54,790.
Engine Type and Size: 2.0-liter,
DOHC, 16-valve Inline Turbocharged 4-cylinder with Direct
Injection, VVT and Auto Stop/
Start.
Horsepower (bhp): 265 @
5,500 rpm
Torque (ft./ lbs.): 295 @
3,000-4,000 rpm

Transmission: 8-speed automatic.
Drive Train: Longitudinally
mounted front engine / RWD
Suspension: Front - Independent, Rear - Independent
Brakes: Power-assisted fourwheel Discs with ABS, EBD,
ESC, Stabiltrak and BA.
Tires: P235/50R18 all-season,
blackwall mounted on ***-spoke
alloy wheels.
Wheelbase: 122.4 inches
Length Overall: 204.1 inches
Width: 74.0 inches

Height: 58.0 inches
Curb Weight: 3,647 lbs.
Turning Circle: N/A
Fuel Capacity: 19.5 gallons
EPA Mileage Estimates: 22
mpg city / 30 mpg highway
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Auto Group
born on the track, built for the street.

designed with you in mind.

Ultra-low Mileage lease for well-qualified lessees.

Ultra-low Mileage lease for well-qualified lessees.

2017 XT5 Crossover standard

2017 ats sedan standard

$

369 / 39 /

PER MONTH

Months

$

3,229

$

Due at Signing
after all offers

399 / 36 /

PER MONTH

32.5k miles per year

Months

$

4,019

Due at Signing
after all offers

30k miles per year

DOUG’S CADILLAC 17545 Aurora Ave N, Shoreline, WA 98133

866-527-1744 Sales

www.dougs.com

Home of Doug’s exclusive valet service for all GM brands – If your daily schedule is making it difficult to get your vehicle in for service
or repairs, Doug’s offers Signature Valet pick up and delivery service to make your life easier. Whether you are bringing your car in for regular
maintenance or need some repairs, we will be happy to set you up with complimentary signature valet service.

2017 Mazda CX-5

2017 Mazda3 Hatchback

0% APR for 60 Months
+ $1000 APR Cash!

249

$

mo 36 month Lease
$1999 due at signing, Excludes tax, title, & fees

DOUG’S LYNNWOOD MAZDA
(425) 774-3551 Phone

22130 Hwy, 99, Edmonds, WA 98026
www.dougs.com
(206) 523-3885 Seattle
(888) 827-0868 Toll Free

2017 Hyundai Elantra
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Now enesis G90
017 G

20

2

199

$

2017 Hyundai Elantra

mo 24 month Lease
$2999 due at signing, Excludes tax, title, & fees

99

$

mo 36 month Lease
$2499 due at signing, Excludes tax, title, & fees

DOUG’S HYUNDAI
20612 Highway 99, Lynnwood, WA 98063
www.dougs.com
(425) 774-9000 Phone
(206) 523-0138 Seattle
(888) 200-9994 Toll Free
(Prices and Offers Subject to Change without Notice)
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CARS , STARS and films
Hawaii’s Volcano
National Parks

continued from page 7

The bright instrument cluster
gauges surrounded a modern
color display screen that is tilted
back for improved visibility.
However, the center touchscreen
is mounted low making it difficult to see. The SV trim includes
remote engine start, cruise control, blind spot monitoring, rear
cross traffic alert, dual zone climate control, and 60/40 split fold
down rear seats.
This fifth generation Altima
features a more muscular front
fascia than previous models with
a v-motion grille that looks like a
grille overhanging another grille.
Boomerang-shaped headlights
and taillights create a nice look
for the Altima. The 15.4 cubic

feet of trunk space is ample for
luggage and snacks purchased
at Costco for our excursion. The
wide and low opening of the
trunk is another welcome feature.
The Nissan Altima has been in
the Nissan lineup only a quarter
of a century, which makes it seem
relatively new when considering
the five volcanoes that formed
the Big Island have been stirring
things up for half a million years!
While Hawai’i Volcanoes
National Park offers an incredible landscape of volcanic activity, much of the actual lava flow
is not seen by driving through the
park. Some hiking trails offer a
closer look at the slow flowing
lava, but if you want to really
enjoy seeing the lava as it flows
like a waterfall into the ocean
or oozes into the ocean, I would
definitely recommend a lava boat
tour or a helicopter ride to view
the hot spots.

The Nissan Altima hits the road in Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park. (photo Sally
Hanson)
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All-New 2017 Volvo S90 Wins
“Automobile Magazine” DesignAward
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access to the rarely seen personal
rooms of the Doheny’s, first floor
shopping for the auto enthusiast
and endless gourmet food and
beverages. A personal favorite
and a favorite for many is the
private bowling alley.
When Greystone isn’t being
used as a movie filming location for movie blockbuster franchises such as “Spider-Man”
as Harry Osbourne’s estate and
from “X-Men” as the exterior of
the Xavier Institute for Higher
Learning, it’s a public park.
Auto News’ Legends of Auto
host and auto guru Dave Kunz
and Donald Osborne, automotive historian and Editor at Large
of Sports Car Market magazine
returned as the Masters of Ceremonies.
Best of Show winners finished
the day going head to head on
the red carpet with Best of Show

Concours d’Elegance honors to
a forest green and chrome 1929
Lincoln Aero - Phaeton owned
by Stan Lucas and Best of Show
Concours de Sport honors for
a red 1954 Ferrari 500 Mondial
owned by A&A Premier Classics, LLC. Beverly Hills Mayor
Lili Bose awarded the Mayor’s
Choice to an ivory 1935 Adler
Trumpf Junior Sports Roadster
owned by Alexandra Geremia.
Other notable awards were the
Best of Class honors for Bruce
Meyer’s 1957 Ferrari 625/250
TRC, People’s Choice Awards for
Peter and Merle Mullin’s 1963
Citroen Dandy and the National
Automotive Heritage Awards for
the Petersen Automotive Museum’s 1948 Lincoln Continental.
When you’re at Greystone
Mansion’s Concours d’Elegance,
whether you’re a car aficionado,
enthusiast or just appreciate
beauty you’ll be inspired.
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Chevrolet Malibu
“test drive review”

Chevrolet’s latest Malibu is a
knockout. Drawing inspiration
from their larger Impala sedan,
the Chevy stylists crafted a design
that is sleek, aggressive looking
and a far cry from the previous
humdrum version.
The lowered hood and a steeply
raked windshield make the Malibu
look like it’s moving, even when
it’s sitting still. Up front, the grille
hugs the ground, the headlights
are shaped like cat eyes, and the
total look is slightly menacing.
At the other end, semi-fastback
styling provides a sporty touch,
reminiscent of the stylish Audi
A7. Multi-spoke alloy wheels, up
to 19-inches in diameter, add a bit
of muscle.
Moving inside the Malibu, a
low-mounted, two-tone, sculpted
dash grabs the eye. A large, integrated touchscreen sits smoothly
on the surface, rather than standing
upright and in the way. Most functions, like the optional navigation system, are easily managed
through the MyLink infotainment
system. (Although I wish there
were a dial to change stations on
the radio). Easy to reach knobs
and buttons below the touchscreen
adjust the air conditioning. Beyond
that, satellite controls on the
steering wheel (upscale models)
can handle most functions.
The 2017 Malibu is spacious and
comfortable. Front passengers get
up to eight seat adjustments, and
both seats optionally can be heated
or cooled. Rear passengers fare
better now than in the past, with
more legroom, thanks in part to
four inches of additional wheelbase in the platform. However,
very tall passengers may wish
they had a little more clearance
for their heads. The trunk, at 16.2
cubic-feet, will easily cope with
family vacation needs.
Chevy offers the Malibu in five
levels of trim, L, LS, LT, Premier
and Hybrid. (The new Hybrid will
be reviewed separately.) The LT
will likely be the most popular
version. It comes with a power
driver’s seat, larger alloy wheels
and satellite radio. Desirable safety
features, such as a blind-spot
monitor, forward collision warning
and rear cross-traffic alert can be
added via the Driver Confidence
package. Yet, if you want more
bells and whistles, the Premier fills
the bill with goodies like leather
upholstery, Bose audio and voiceactivated navigation.
In the power department, Chevrolet offers a choice of two turbocharged, four-cylinder engines on
the Malibu. The L, LS and LT get
a 1.5-liter mill that generates 160
horsepower. It’s teamed with a sixspeed automatic transmission. The
Premier is equipped with a 2.0-liter
power plant that pumps out a hefty
250 horses. It’s hooked up to a
new nine-speed gearbox. The 1.5
has an EPA rating of 31-mpg; the
two-liter averages 27. My test car
had the larger motor, and it felt
strong going up hills, even with
several passengers on board. The
transmission shifted smoothly,
but occasionally hesitated when
downshifting in passing situations.
Behind the wheel, the Malibu
handles competently on twisting
roads, as well as freeways. The
steering especially impresses with
its precision and excellent feel of
the road. I liked that it was taut,
without feeling heavy. Furthermore,
the Malibu displays good balance
when making rapid lane changes.

Visit: www.AutoNewsOnline.com
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Galpin’s Bert Boeckmann Supports Los Angeles Police Museum
4th in a Series
by Art Gould
National Police Week seemed
to be a good time to visit a most
interesting museum in Los Angeles. Located in the city’s oldest
surviving police station, the L.A.
Police Museum presents the history of the LAPD which includes
an impressive collection of vehicles that traces the progress of
transportation in the context of
law enforcement.
Covering three floors of displays and audio tour stops, the
museum rolls out the growth and
progress of one of the leaders in
police department firsts ranging over a 160 year span. As an
example, in 1885 the Department
purchased its first patrol wagon.
It was 12 feet in length, open
in design and pulled by a single
horse.
The LAPD was a leader with
industry firsts including adding
women to the payroll in 1888
as well as the first agency to
develop a SWAT team. An early
SWAT vehicle is on display
in the outdoor police vehicle
exhibit located behind this historic Northeast Area Los Angeles Police Community Service
Center. Historic vehicles reside
in rows surrounding the Police
Department. The oldest police car
on the premises is a Ford Model
A sedan in the proper livery of
the day.
Police uniforms of the various

eras are on display as well as an
exhibit of how police badges have
changed over the years. One of
the most significant handcuff and
restraint collections is neatly displayed for a further fascinating
look at how things stay the same
but also chronicle change.
A special tribute to the Los
Angeles Police Commission that
began in 1923 is assembled on
the third floor. Mr. Bert Boeckmann, long time owner of Galpin
Ford in the San Fernando Valley,
served on the Police Commission during a time that positive
recommendations and progress
were realized in one of the most
populated areas in the nation.

A special display records Mr.
Boeckmann’s contribution to the
LAPD.
Over twenty police vehicles are
featured to highlight the walking
tour. During special open house
and significant other activities
this number increases by many
fold. A retired police helicopter
is featured with cockpit open for
guests to sit in and experience up
close what it’s like to be part of
the action. Various support vehicles from several eras show some
of the unusual transportation
needs of a major law enforcement organization.
Everyone’s favorites have to be
the patrol cars through the years.

An outstanding 1958 Chevrolet
Delray joins the popular Dodge
brands that many TV shows featured in police drama programs.
More vehicles are on the list to
join this impressive professional
vehicle display.
Located at 6045 York Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90042, this
museum deserves to be added to
any list that includes Los Angeles history. Check out hours and
details at www.lapolicemuseum.
org. A reasonable fee helps keep
this excellent museum up and
running. Located in the Highland
Park area, this historic landmark
in Los Angeles makes an interesting trip on its own.

Los Angeles Police Car Museum (photo Art Gould)

AND ALL-NEW BOLT
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Larry’s Road Beat -2017HyundaiVeloster All-New Toyota Corolla Review
Veloster, which is still in its
first generation starting life as
a 2012 model, got a shot in arm
with the installation of the new
Hyundai 1.6L direct injected
turbo and a new seven speed dual
clutch automated manual transmission. Veloster is hard to categorize, it is a three door with two
right side doors, a single driver’s
door on the left and a hatchback,
giving it a bit of CUV utility. It
is in reality a sub-compact car at
just 167 inches long, but it rides
on a compact car wheelbase
of 104 inches and it wide at 71
inches. While looking like a wind
cheater, its co-efficient of drag is
an OK 0.33.
Based on a Elantra chassis
channeled by two inches, the
Veloster’s shape is anything but
an Elantra with a very sporty, low
slung body that catches everyone’s eye. The question is will
it meet a driver’s expectation of
what it promises?
Yes, would be the short answer,
especially with this new power
train (turbo engine and the new
seven speed dual clutch tranny).
Under that long hood is
the answer to the promise of
the body, a 1.6L turbo, direct
injected, DOHC, 16 valve inline
silky smooth engine that belts out
a big 201 hp at 6,000 rpm and
195 pounds of twist from 1,7504,500 rpm. Without the turbo, the
same 1.6L engine produces 132
hp at 6,300 rpm and 120 pounds
of twist at 4,850 rpm which while
more than adequate will feel like

the emergency brake is on when
compared to the turbo.
Performance with the six-speed
manual is strong with the Veloster knocking down 0-60 mph in
an almost World Class number
of 6.34 seconds. Passing performance is equally outstanding
with a level 50-70 mph simulated run requiring exactly 3.00
seconds and the same run up a
steep grade (6-7%) slows that
time to 4.12 seconds. Those are
very quick times that I suspect
would improve with the dual
clutch unit. Performance like this
makes the Veloster turbo into a
real sports car especially when
considering the handling.
But there is no guilt penalty
for all this performance. It is EPA
rated at 25/33/28 mpg. Veloster
averaged 32.6 mpg in my Placerville to Carson City and back
Sierra round trip. On the highway
at 70 mph on cruise control in a
two-way run the Veloster averaged 34.6 mpg. Overall fuel
economy averaged 30 mpg. The
dual clutch tranny would also
improve these numbers.
Veloster rides MacPherson
struts up front and a well welltuned coupled beam semi-independent rear suspenders with
huge 225/40X18 series tires
on 18X7.5 inch alloys. Wheel
track of 61 inches and the electric power steering rack contributes to its nimble, excellent feel
and it’s quick at 2.78 turns lock
to lock. I wouldn’t be surprised
to see the Veloster Turbo on

club and higher racing circuits
in numbers soon, if not already.
Veloster is water through a hose
in doing the twisties. Turning
circle is a tight 34 feet.
Ride quality is firm with good
compliance over the rough stuff.
The engine turns a bit high 2,700
rpm at 70 mph. But is still quite
quiet with respect to interior
noise with no engine, tire or wind
noise except for the raucous and
racy exhaust when hard in the
throttle which most buyers will
welcome, if not desire.
Inside is bathed in leather with
some trick two tone seats done in
black perforated leather seating
areas plus orange trimmed
(Hyundai calls it Vitamin C as is
the exterior color) that is embroidered with the word “turbo.” The
IP is well done with a large tach
and speedo separated by an information center/trip computer.
The hatchback cargo area
which has 15.5 cubic feet with
the rear seats up, turns into a
mini-ute of 35 cubes with the rear
seat down.
Pricing for this damn good
hippest of sports car with the
Turbo is 22,600 which is only a
$1,250 premium, a small price.
Get the seven-speed dual clutch
while you at it for about an additional grand plus you will pickup
a couple of mpg along the way.
Fuel economy: EPA rated at
25/33/28 (manual) mpg city/
highway/combined. Expect 30
mpg in rural country driving with
some stop and go. 34-35 mpg on
the highway at legal speeds.

by Bill McCallum
The Toyota Corolla is a mainstay
in the Toyota lineup and one of the
best-selling cars in the world.
For 2017, the Corolla offers both
exterior and interior upgrades. With
a base MSRP of $22,680, our 2017
Corolla XSE is rated at 35 mpg
highway, 28 mpg city and a 31
mpg combined average. When you
factor the MSRP and the MPG of the
Toyota Corolla XSE, it is hard to find
a better value in an entry level sedan.
The 2017 Toyota Corolla is listed
as a “Recommended” purchase by
Consumer Reports Magazine.
Our 2017 Toyota Corolla XSE
test drive vehicle was powered
with a 1.8L 4-cyl DOHC 16 Valve
Dual VVT-I engine mated with a
Continuously Variable Transmission. Our test drive model was
equipped with Sport Drive Mode,
Front and Rear disc brakes and
17-inch machined alloy wheels.
Standard features include:
MECHANICAL &
PERFORMANCE
• 1.8L 4-cyl DOHC 16-Valve Dual
VVT-i
• Continuously Variable Transmission
• Sport Drive Mode
• Front and Rear Disc Brakes
• 17-In Machined Alloy Wheels
w/Black Painted Accents &
P215/45R17 Tires
SAFETY & CONVENIENCE
• Toyota Safety Sense-P: PreCollision Sys w/Pedestrian Detection, Dynamic Radar Cruise Control,
Lane Departure Alert w/Steering
Assist, Automatic High Beams
• Star Safety System Includes:

VSC, TRAC, Anti-lock Brake
System, EBD, Brake Assist &
Smart Stop Technology
• 8 Airbags: Dr & Fr Pass Adv AB
Sys, Dr & Fr Pass Mounted Side AB,
Dr Knee AB, Pass Seat Cushion AB,
Fr/Rear Side Curtain AB
• LATCH (LwrAnchors & Tethers
for ChiIdren)
• Whiplash-injury Lessening
Front Seats
EXTERIOR
• Power Tilt/Slide Moonroof
• Multi-LED Headlights w/LED
Accent Lights
• LED Daytime Running Lights
in Bumper
• Color-Keyed Heated Power
Outside Mirrors
• Rear Spoiler
INTERIOR
• SofTex-Trimmed Seats
• Heated Front Seats
• 8-Way Power Adjustable Driver’s Seat & 4-Way Adjustable Passenger Seat
• Entune Audio Plus w/Connected
Nav Scout GPS Link App 7-in
Touch-screen Incl Entune Multimedia Bundle, Siri Eyes Free, See
Toyota.com/entune For Details
• Smart Key System w/Push
Button Start
• 4.2-In Color TFT Multi-Info
Display
• Leather-wrapped Steering
Wheel w/ Audio &. Hands-free
Phone Voice Command Cntrls
• Steering Wheel Mounted Paddle
Shifters
• Auto Climate Control w/Pollen
Filter and Push Button Controls
• Power Door Locks and Windows
!Full Tank of Gas!

“Safety is
Always in Style
– so we Made it
Standard”

1 (800) 367-8696
(530) 622-6232
140 Forni Road - Placerville

www.thompsonstoyota.com
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MAGAuctions
Schedules the
Official
Auction of
“Hot August
Nights” for
August 10th-12th
in Reno, NV.

continued from page 3

Vehicle Identification Number
(VIN) tags had been removed.
Although the driver had proof
of registration and ownership of
the “1965” Mustang which he
had inherited from his deceased
Uncle (Heinicke Estate), Sullivan
knew something wasn’t adding
up. San Mateo PD impounded
the GT500 for further inspection.
Detective Shawn Parks of the
Vehicle Theft Task Force was
next to Inspect the “1965” Mustang. Upon inspection, he confirmed that the car was indeed a
1968 GT500. Being 40 years old
though, no records were found in
the state system. Parks and Special Agent Dave Roccaforte dug a
little deeper and found the information needed with the Shelby
America Registrar.
The information within the
Registrar confirmed the original VIN number that Parks had
discovered. Along with original
ship date of December 4th, 1967,
original plate numbers, and the
original owner’s name; Robert
Lanyon. The question then
became, who gets the car? Mr.
Lanyon or the current inherited
owner?
The Verdict:
In a hearing dated May 21st,
2012; Lanyon and the Heinicke
Estate entered into a litigation
regarding ownership of the vehicle. In the end, because Lanyon
had received between $3,800$5,000 in insurance compensation for the vehicle in 1970, it
was found that the car would go
back to the Heinicke Estate.
Now five years later, the GT500
is set for auction on August 12th
at 4pm. The question again
becomes who is going to take
ownership of this one-of-a-kind
GT500? The car itself is pristine.
With 61,000 miles, original parts,
matching tags, and all documentation regarding its history, this
car presents the unique opportunity to feel like Nicholas Cage in
Gone in 60 Seconds everyday!
Make sure to check out the
listing at www.motorsportauctiongroup.com as its sure to be
an auction as exciting as its rich
history.

Visit: www.AutoNewsOnline.com

1965 Shelby GT500 Mustang subject of page 3 story, on the block at MAG Auction
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Ride & Drive:

Infiniti QX80
and
Bear Creek Golf Course
Buick Cascada “test drive review” by David Schmidt

2017 Buick Cascada (photo David Schmidt)
continued from page 4
up and somewhat out of the way.
The car under way is very balanced and smooth. The Cascada
weighs in at 3979 lb. so it isn’t
going to be twitchy and difficult
to drive. Its ride certainly leans

towards the Euro suspension feel,
but that’s to be expected.
This is a taut little convertible,
not at all soft and wallowing as
so many convertibles used to be.
The front suspension is GM’s

™

duPont Registry an
Industry Leading Luxury
Magazine featuring, Cars,
Real Estate, & Yachts Joins
Legends of Auto as a Media
Sponsor this November
We are pleased to announce
that the duPont REGISTRY will
join us as a media sponsor for our
annual Legends of Auto event this
November in Los Angeles.
The duPont REGISTRY has
been published monthly for 29
years and is considered one of
the finest publications featuring
luxury automobiles, real estate,
and yachts.(see dupontregistry.
com)
This is the 6th year that Legends
of Auto will honor automotive
legends and automaker executives at a private party in the Los
Angeles area during the LA Auto
Show press week. (see legendsofauto.com)

This year we will honor Jim
Farley, Ford; Bill Fay, Toyota; and
Les Kerssemakers, Volvo, as our
“outstanding” executives of 2016
for their leadership in bringing
new products to market, growing
company sales, and increasing
market share.
We will also honor three automotive legends to be announced
in future issues of Global Auto
News. See legendsofauto.com for
a list of past honorees.
If you are going to be attending
the LA Auto Show this year and
would like to attend our annual
event, please forward us your email
address at legends@autonewsonline.com.

Legends of Auto Gala Event attendees at dinner during
presentations (photo Auto News)

HiPer-Strut independent setup,
and it uses specifically tuned
coil springs, a hollow and directacting stabilizer bar and hydraulic
ride bushings. In back there is a
compound-crank torsion beam,
which keeps the space needed for
it to a minimum.
Naturally there are four-wheel
disc brakes with ABS and brake
assist, but the Buick gets StabiliTrak, one of the better stability
control systems integrated with
the car’s traction control. The
Cascada sits comfortably on
20-in. aluminum wheels.
Speaking of safety, the Cascada has six airbags. They consist of dual-stage frontal and
knee airbags and seat-mounted
side-impact air bags for the front
seats. A backup camera comes
standard, and you can add forward-collision alerts and a lanedeparture warning system.
Since it’s a convertible, there
is another rather important safety
feature. The Cascada comes with
spring-loaded and high-strength
steel rollover bars behind the rear
seat that are linked to the air bag
system to fire up if the car senses
that a roll-over is imminent.
Getting you around is a turbocharged four-cylinder 1.6-liter
with variable and direct gasoline injection generating 200 hp.
and torque is 207 lb.-ft. of peak
torque, or 221 lb.-ft. of peak
torque momentarily when using
the over boost. This power flows
through a Hydra-Matic six-speed
automatic transmission to the
front wheels. The EPA rates the
fuel efficiency as 20 mpg in the
city and 21 mpg on the highway.
Prices for the 2017 Cascada
lineup should be in line with the
2016 models, which means they
start at $33,065, then the Premium model starts at $36,065.
The new Sport Touring trim line
will top the lineup at 37,065
and one guesses it will be fully
loaded.
The Cascada is a car that offers
people who want the sun in their
eyes while cruising down the
road. It isn’t fast, but it’s fun and
attractive. Just like the people
that Buick is expecting to come
and buy them.
If you have any questions,
comments or ideas, please send
them to comment@AutoWritersInk.com.

Infiniti’s 2017 QX80 Luxury
SUV is the “Ride” to Bear
Creek Golf Course -Winthrup
by Bill McCallum
This month’s RIDE is the 2017
Infiniti QX80 Limited SUV and
the Drive is Bear Creek Golf
Course located in Winthrop Washington.
The 2017 Infiniti QX80 Limited is the golfers SUV, with
plenty of room for clubs, comfortable leather seating for your foursome, and the power to get you
to your tee time on schedule. The
2017 Infiniti QX80 is powered
with a 400 hp 5.6-liter DOHC
V-8 engine featuring Direct Injection Gasoline and Variable Valve
Event and Lift technology along
with a 7 speed AT with Adaptive Shift Control and manual
shift mode with Downshift RevMatching.
The Infiniti QX80
innovated enhanced driving technologies include:
- Backup-Collision Warning and
Intervention.
- Blind Spot Warning and Intervention
- Lane Departure Warning and
Intervention
- Distance Control Assist

- Intelligent Cruise Control with
Full-Speed Range
- Forward Emergency Braking
with Pedestrian Detection
Now that you have arrived safe
and sound you should be ready
to “tee-it-up” at Bear Creek Golf
Course located in a pristine valley
one mile south of Winthrop,
Washington. The 9 hole track
also includes soccer golf, frisbee
golf, a driving range,chipping &
putting green. The par 72 track at
6271 yards is rated M: 70.0/119
W: 76.0/132. There are two decks,
one above the club house and one
above the ninth hole where you
and enjoy a “cold one” and the
panoramic view of the Methow
Valley and the North Cascades.
The course was recently converted from 9 to 18 holes with a
unique system of dual pins and
tee boxes on each hole. If your
traveling the Cascade Loop this
summer bring your “sticks” and
play a round at Bear Creek Golf
Course in Winthrop,Wa. For more
info call (509) 996-2284 or visit
www.bearcreekgolfcourse.com

Local Resident, Jim Neupert with Infiniti QX80 at Bear Creek
Golf Course (photo Auto News)
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Lisa Barrow Left Motorweek TV as
their Top Reporter & Producer and has
become one of the Top Communication
Managers in the United States
by Bill McCallum
I first met Lisa Barrow when
she was West Coast PR person
for Chrysler Group (now FCA
US). She was also selected as the
PR Person of the Year in 2005 for
NWAPA (Northwest Automotive
Press Association) when I was
president of the trade group. Lisa
Barrow without a doubt is one of
the best, if not “the best,” regional
PR reps in the U.S. and is our pick
as the “WOMAN IN THE AUTO
WORLD” in this category.
Previous categories include: HR,
Felicia Fields, Ford VP; Retail
Repair, Jennifer Biggs, Biggs
Rover; Marketing, Chantel Lenard,
Ford U.S. Marketing; Social Media,
Joyce Chow; Automaker Executive, Mary Barra, GM CEO;and
Spokes model, Sarah Deccio.
Congratulations to Lisa Barrow
on a very successful career.

Barrow is an award winning
public relations professional
for FCA US (formerly Chrysler
Group). In her current position
as East Region Communications
Manager, she is the company’s
main point of contact for roughly
800 TV, radio, print and online
journalists from Maine to Miami.
Barrow regularly shares with
media all the latest product news
from the FCA brands including
Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram, FIAT,
Alfa Romeo and Mopar.
Barrow says she has a dream
job. And all in the name of ‘doing
her job’ she might find herself on
a race track behind the wheel of a
707 horsepower Dodge Challenger
Hellcat or crossing the Rubicon
Trail in a Jeep Wrangler.
First-hand knowledge of a new
vehicle is a key part of Barrow’s
job, and relaying that knowledge

to media is one of her favorite
assignments. She also enjoys
creating media events that reflect
the essence of a new vehicle.
Finding just the right venue that no
other manufacturer has discovered
is particularly pleasing.
Prior to her current position,
Barrow was Chrysler’s West
Region Communications Manager
from 1998 to 2005. Based in Los
Angeles, she spent much of her
time interacting with media groups
in LA, San Francisco, Phoenix,
Portland and Seattle. She fondly
remembers receiving the very
first Northwest Automotive Press
Association’s PR Person of the
Year award in 2005.
Barrow began her automotive
career in 1987 as a Reporter/
Associate Producer for MotorWeek, television’s longest running
automotive series. She was one

Previously Featured:

“women in the auto world”
Felicia Fields – Ford HR VP
Mary Barra – GM CEO
Michelle Christensen – Acura Design
Lisa Copeland – FCA Dealer

AcurA

Acura of Seattle – www.obrienautogroup.com

AstOn MArtin

Galpin Aston Martin – www.galpin.com
Park Place Aston Martin

AuDi
Audi of Newport Beach – www.newportautocenter.com

BentLey
Bentley of Newport Beach – www.newportautocenter.com

BMW
BMW of Seattle – www.BMWseattle.com

Buick

Buick Puyallup – www.harnishautofamily.com
Haselwood Buick – www.westhillsautoplex.com

cADiLLAc
Doug’s NW Cadillac – www.dougscadillac.com

chevrOLet

Roy Robinson Chev – www.royrobinsonchevy.com

chrysLer

Gillis Auto Center – www.gillisautocenter.com
West Hills Chrysler – www.westhillsautoplex.com

DODge / rAM

Gillis Auto Center – www.gillisautocenter.com
West Hills Dodge – www.westhillsautoplex.com

Lisa Barrow, FCA Eastern Region Comm. Manager
of a handful of women automotive journalists at the time. She
started off as a consumer reporter
but quickly found her sweet spot
covering the adventurous side of
the business. She’s test-driven
Land Rovers on the wind-swept
Mongolian steppes, raced Volvos
on an ice track at the Arctic Circle

Elena Cortesi – Ford Comm. Mgr.
Muffy Bennett – Car Collector
Jennifer Biggs – Repair Shop Owner
Joyce Chow – Social Media Mogul
Sarah Deccio – Distribution Mgr.
Valerie Thompson – Motorcycle Racer
Ashley, Courtney & Brittany Force – Drag Racing Champions

FiAt

Lexus

FOrD

LincOLn

Fiat of Tacoma – www.fiatoftacoma.com
Galpin Ford – www.galpin.com
Gillis Auto Center – www.gillisautocenter.com
West Hills Ford – www.westhillsautoplex.com

gMc

GMC of Puyallup – www.harnishautofamily.com
Haselwood GMC – www.westhillsautoplex.com

hOnDA

Galpin Honda – www.galpin.com
Honda of Marysville – www.obrienautogroup.com
West Hills Honda – www.westhillsautoplex.com

hyunDAi

Doug’s Hyundai – www.dougshyundai.com
Haselwood Hyundai – www.westhillsautoplex.com

inFiniti

Infinity of Bellevue – www.infinitiofbellevue.com

JAguAr
Galpin Jaguar – www.galpin.com
Jaguar of Tacoma – www.obrienautogroup.com

JeeP

Gillis Auto Center – www.gillisautocenter.com
West Hills Jeep – www.westhillsautoplex.com

kiA

Portland Kia – www.obrienautogroup.com
West Hills Kia – www.westhillsautoplex.com

LAnD rOver

and climbed into the cockpit of a
70-ton Abrams M1A2 Main Battle
Tank to put it through its paces.
In addition to the NWAPA award,
Barrow received the New England
Motor Press Association’s Camels
Back Award and was president of
the Washington Automotive Press
Association from 1991-1993.

Land Rover Tacoma – www.obrienautogroup.com

Lexus of Bellevue – www.obrienautogroup.com
Lexus of Tacoma – www.obrienautogroup.com
Galpin Lincoln – www.galpin.com

MAzDA

Doug’s Mazda of Lynnwood – www.dougsmazda.com
West Hills Mazda – www.westhillsautoplex.com

MerceDes-Benz

Mercedes-Benz of Lynnwod – www.mblynwood.com

nissAn

Bellevue Nissan – www.bellevuenissan.com

POrsche

Porsche of Newport Beach – www.newportautocenter.com

suBAru

Subaru of Puyallup – www.harnishautofamily.com
Galpin Subaru – www.galpin.com
Roy Robinson Subaru – www.royrobinson.com

tOyOtA / sciOn

Toyota of Portland – www.obrienautogroup.com
Toyota of Renton – www.obrienautogroup.com
Toyota of Kirkland – www.obrienautogroup.com
Heartland Toyota – www.westhillsautoplex.com

vOLksWAgen

Galpin VW – www.galpin.com
VW of Kirkland – www.obrienautogroup.com
Volkswagen of Puyallup – www.harnishautofamily.com
Haselwood VW – www.westhillsautoplex.com

vOLvO

Volvo of Tacoma – www.obrienautogroup.com
Galpin Volvo – www.galpin.com
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Park Place Ltd Luxury Car Dealer in Bellevue, WA Opens 3 New Showrooms

One of 3 Park Place Ltd’s New Showrooms located in Bellevue, WA (photo Auto News)

PARK PLACE LTD
ASKING NEW! SUPERFORMANCE 427 COBRA MKIII SC
NEW! Monza Red w/Dark Silver Metallic Stripes. Black Leather Interior. Roush 427SC 510hp/515lb-ft V8
$90,610
Engine with Aluminum Heads. Tremec TKO600 5-Speed Manual Gearbox. Limited-Slip Differential.
_
Wilwood Vented Disc Brakes. Bilstein Coilovers. Aluminum Radiator. Ceramic Coated Sidepipes Exhaust.

WE ALWAYS HAVE 5-10 COBRAS IN STOCK - DROP BY TO COMPARE AND CHOOSE THE RIGHT ONE FOR YOU!

The Finest Luxury, Exotic, Special Interest and Collectible Cars

1970 CHEVROLET CORVETTE

Beautifully Restored & Very Rare 454 Powered Convertible.
Mulsanne Blue Metallic. Black Interior. 36,771 Original Miles.
LS5 454/390hp V8 Engine. Wide-Ratio 4-Speed Manual Trans.

ASKING
$36,950
_

ASKING
$29,950
_

1949 WILLYS JEEPSTER PHAETON
Fiesta Yellow Convertible w/Burgundy and Black Interior.
Folding Soft Top. 2.2L 4-Cylinder ‘Go-Devil’ Engine. 3-Speed
Manual Trans. Chrome Bumpers. Rear-Mounted Spare Tire.

NE
W

ASKING
$44,950
_
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by Bill McCallum
Park Place Ltd Auto Group has
recently moved across the street
in Bellevue, WA and expanded
their dealership to include
40,000 sq. ft. in three all-new
show rooms. Park Place Ltd was
founded in 1987 and is considered by most to be the finest seller
of luxury, exotic, special interest,
and collectible cars in the Northwest. They also are the exclusive
Northwest franchise dealer for
Aston Martin, Lotus, Saab, and
Spyker brands.
Park Place Ltd Auto Group has
also expanded it’s all-new service
facility including an Auto Salon
with a detail shop and a car wash.
Park Place Ltd partners David
Bingham and Butch Bockmier
started their business in Kirkland,
WA with a small luxury car lot
and within a few years moved to
Bellevue, WA to a larger facility
with a service center, detail shop,
and a custom restoration shop
managed by “Scooter” Bingham,
Davids son. David’s older son
Chris Bingham used Park Place
Ltd as a base to launch a successful motorsports racing career.
When Chris retired from racing
he joined the Park Place family
as a manager.
Butch
Bockmier’s
wife
Michelle is also part of the Park
Place family and plans marketing
events and dealership improvements. Michelle worked with
Victoria Elkins the project and
design manager for the remodel
at the new location across the
street. Elkins went on to say, “...
we started in February 2016 by
gutting a tile store and a fabrication warehouse. We were under
pressure to meet deadlines created by Sound Transit’s Light
Rail who purchased our N.E.
20th location.
Working with a 50 member
contracting team we opened
for business in the new facility
in December 2016, and at our
Grand Opening party our many
friends, customers, and guests
all agreed that the new facilities
will build on the concept created
by it’s founders Butch Bockmier
and David Bingham.
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Park Place Ltd A
Northwest leader in
Luxury Car Sales
moves across the street

Park Place Ltd Bellevue, WA Luxury Car Dealer Opens 3
New Showrooms (photo Auto News)

1938 CHEVROLET BUSINESS COUPE

Mile-Deep Rosso Corsa w/Custom Hand-Applied Graphics.
Black Interior. Pro-Built 350ci V8 w/Duntov Cam. Headers.
TH400 Automatic Trans. Power Steering. Front Disc Brakes.

ASKING
$86,950
_

2013 DODGE VIPER SRT GTS COUPE

LIKE NEW in Gunmetal Pearl w/Black Leather Interior.
8.4L 640hp/600lb-ft V10 Engine. 6-Speed Manual Trans.
Optional GTS Laguna Interior Package & Track Package.

PARK PLACE LTD
WE ALWAYS HAVE 200+ CARS ON SITE!

425.562.1000 1880 136th Place NE, Bellevue, Washington 98005

ParkPlaceLtd.com
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AFTERMARKET

FCA U.S. Marks Opening of New Mopar Parts Distribution Center

• 400,000-plus
square-foot
Mopar Parts Distribution Center
(PDC) in Winchester, Virginia,
represents FCA US investment of
$12.2 million
• Winchester PDC employs
more than 70 workers over two
shifts and serves over 200 FCA
US dealers
• PDC to ship an estimated 9.2
million pieces annually
• Facility is first of two new
Mopar PDCs scheduled to open
in 2017 in U.S.
• Pietro Gorlier, Head of Parts
and Service (Mopar), FCA –
Global; Norwood Jewell, UAW
Vice President and Director of
the Chrysler Department; federal
and state government officials
and dealer representatives in
attendance to mark opening
• Mopar continues to expand
role as FCA US service, parts and
customer-care brand during 80th
anniversary celebration
FCA US celebrated the official
opening today of a new Mopar
Parts Distribution Center (PDC)
in Winchester, Virginia. The
400,000-plus square-foot facility
represents a $12.2 million investment by FCA US and more than
70 jobs over two shifts. It is also
the first of two new Mopar PDCs
scheduled to open in the U.S. this
year.
FCA US and UAW leadership
were joined by federal and state
government dignitaries and dealership representatives in marking the Winchester PDC grand
opening. Ceremony attendees
included Pietro Gorlier, Head of
Parts and Service (Mopar), FCA

– Global; Norwood Jewell, UAW
Vice President and Director of
the Chrysler Department; Mark
Bosanac, Director – NAFTA
Supply Chain Management and
Global Parts Supply Chain Management and Operations; Kevin
Farrish, President, Farrish Chrysler Dodge Jeep® Ram; Urooj
Mughal, representative for U.S.
Senator Tim Kaine; Dave Stegmaier, Director of Community
Outreach for U.S. Representative
Barbara Comstock; and Hayes
Framme, Virginia Deputy Secretary of Commerce and Trade.
“We are celebrating our 80th
anniversary in 2017, and throughout the years customer satisfaction has been and continues to
be the Mopar brand’s No. 1 priority,” said Pietro Gorlier, Head
of Parts and Service (Mopar),
FCA - Global. “This new Parts
Distribution Center builds upon
our mission, allowing us to more
quickly and efficiently serve our
dealers and customers, delivering
the parts they need, when they
need them. This is our 22nd PDC
in North America and we’ll continue to expand our distribution
network as the parts and accessories business keeps growing.”
“Today’s opening adds more
than 70 jobs to the Virginia
economy and makes the Mopar
brand’s delivery of parts to
dealers and consumers more efficient. FCA continues to grow,
which is a constant reminder
that the auto loans were a great
investment,” said Jewell.
A framed Congressional Record
statement issued by Congress-

woman Comstock was presented
in honor of the official opening
of the PDC. A special Mopar
logo, featuring a commemorative
plaque and signed by all event
attendees, was also presented
to Winchester PDC employees
and management during the ceremony.
The new facility will handle
more than 50,000 total part numbers distributed to over 200 FCA
US dealerships, located primarily
in the Mid-Atlantic region. It will
ship approximately 9.2 million
pieces annually.
FCA US invested $12.2 million
in equipment for the Winchester
facility. In addition to the more
than 70 jobs created, FCA US is
also utilizing local resources for
assistance in areas such as janitorial services, facilities management and exterior building maintenance.
The Winchester operation
expands the brand’s current distribution network to 22 facilities
in North America, with more than
50 PDCs (including joint ventures) in operation worldwide.
The Winchester PDC was
launched under FCA World
Class Logistics methodology,
which establishes a synchronized supply chain that progressively eliminates waste through
the contribution of all employees
and the rigorous use of methods
and standards that promote an
approach of continuous improvement.
The facility will be LEED
(Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) certi-

fied. LEED, administered by the
United States Green Building
Council, is a comprehensive
system to define, measure and
validate green buildings.
Certification in the national
recognition program is based on
strict standards in five key areas:
site planning, water management,
energy, material use and indoor
environmental quality. As part
of the LEED initiative, the PDC
design incorporates more than 80
skylights, filtering in natural light
to the workplace.
In addition to the Winchester
PDC, FCA US has also announced
a $10.4 million investment in
a new Mopar PDC located in
Romulus, Michigan. That facility
will encompass 500,000 square
feet and more than 100 workers.
Construction is currently in progress on the Metro Detroit facility,
with a projected opening in 2017
fourth quarter.
Winchester PDC: Key Figures
2 Shifts
10 Inbound tractor-trailers
daily
24 Outbound tractor-trailers
daily
27 Acres (facility footprint)
70+ Employees
83 Skylights
200+ Dealers served
50,000+ Part numbers handled
400,000 Square-feet (PDC
size)
2.6 million+ Order lines
shipped annually
9.2 million+ Pieces shipped
annually
12.2 million FCA US investment (in dollars)

Motorcraft Remanfactured Alternators
Voted a Top 10 Product
by Undercar Digest
• Readers of Undercar Digest
recently named Motorcraft remanufactured alternators one of
the magazine’s top ten products
• Shop operators and technicians are among the readers who
vote on the Top 10 products every
year
• Motorcraft alternators have
recently been expanded to cover
newer models
The readers of Undercar Digest,
including shop owners and technicians, the people who use the
parts every day, have named
Motorcraft remanufactured alternators the winner of a prestigious
2017 Undercar Digest Top 10
Product Award.
Each year, readers are asked
by Undercar Digest editors to
vote for the Top 10 Product or
Tool, and they chose Motorcraft
alternators for their ability to prevent intermittent failure issues.
They say the beauty of Motorcraft remanufactured alternators
is that they come with every OE
innovation and upgrade.
Motorcraft
remanufactured
alternators have recently been
expanded to cover newer-model
Ford and Lincoln vehicles, and
reduced in price, making them
more competitive with other
brands. The expanded product

Mopar-First Features
During the brand’s 80 years,
Mopar has introduced numerous
industry-first features including:
• Vehicle-information
apps:
first to introduce smartphone
vehicle-information applications,
a new channel of communication
with consumers
• wiADVISOR: first to incorporate a tablet-based service lane
tool
• Electronic Vehicle Tracking
System (EVTS): first to market
with a new interactive vehicle
tracking device that sends owner
a text when vehicle is driven too
fast or too far based on pre-set
parameters
• Wi-Fi: first to offer customers
the ability to make their vehicle a
wireless hot spot
• Electronic owner manuals:
first to introduce traditional owner
manuals on a smartphone app

continued on page 26

line now provides coverage for
most Ford, Lincoln and Mercury
vehicles. Extensive time and research have been invested to develop an alternator that delivers
a dependable, quality product.
Re-pricing makes Motorcraft alternators competitive for older
vehicles when compared to other
aftermarket offerings. Motorcraft
vehicle-tests remanufactured alternators in demanding real-world
conditions to ensure performance,
durability and long service life.
Additionally, the OE design
and tight tolerances of Motorcraft
remanufactured alternators help
provide the right fit. Other benefits include dual internal cooling
fans that deliver reliable operation in extreme temperatures,
remote battery sensing improves
output accuracy and helps extend
battery life, cleaned and inspected
housings are finish-coated for
corrosion resistance and all hardware is cleaned and re-plated.
About Motorcraft
Motorcraft offers a complete
line of replacement parts that are
recommended by Ford Motor
Company. From routine maintenance to under hood repairs,
Motorcraft parts offer value with
high quality and the right fit at
competitive prices. Motorcraft
parts are available nationwide at
Ford and Lincoln dealers, independent distributors and automotive parts retailers, and are
backed by the Service Parts Limited Warranty* of Ford Motor
Company. For more information,
visit www.motorcraft.com.
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Ford’s Pre-Collision Assist with Pedestrian Detection Technology

Amazon Introduces a McLaren
Racing Docuseries and expands
their Online Parts Service

continued from page 9

Coming Soon! A Holiday Car Show!

stand and appreciate that Formula
1 fans are always keen for greater
levels of access, insight and
information, and this series will
give them the most intimate
and honest access to a modern
Formula 1 team that’s ever
been seen,” added Zak Brown,
McLaren Executive Director.
The series is executive produced by BAFTA winner Manish
Pandey (Senna, Ferrari, The
Bentley Boys), Chris Connell
and Anwar Nuseibeh.
Customers who are not already
Prime members can sign up for a
free trial at www.amazon.com/
prime. For a list of all Amazon
Video compatible devices, visit
www.amazon.com/howtostream.
About Amazon Video
Amazon Video is a premium
on-demand entertainment service
that offers customers the greatest
choice in what to watch, and how
to watch it. Amazon Video is the
only service that provides all of
the following:
• Prime Video: Thousands of
movies and TV shows, including popular licensed content plus
critically-acclaimed and awardwinning Amazon Original Series
and Movies from Amazon Studios like Transparent, The Man in
the High Castle, Love & Friendship and kids series Tumble Leaf,
available for unlimited streaming as part of an Amazon Prime
membership. Prime Video is also
now available to customers in
more than 200 countries and territories around the globe at www.
primevideo.com.
• Amazon Channels: Over 100
channel subscriptions that Prime
members can add to their membership, including HBO, SHOWTIME, STARZ, Cinemax, PBS
KIDS, Acorn TV and more, plus
Anime Strike – the first curated
on-demand subscription by
Amazon Channels. To view the
full list of channels available,
visit www.amazon.com/channels
• Rent or Own: Hundreds of
thousands of titles, including new-

release movies and current TV
shows available for on-demand
rental or purchase for all Amazon
customers
• Instant Access: Instantly
watch anytime, anywhere through
the Amazon Video app on TVs,
mobile devices, Amazon Fire TV,
Fire TV Stick, and Fire tablets, or
online. For a list of all compatible
devices visit www.amazon.com/
howtostream
• Premium Features: Top features like 4K Ultra HD, High
Dynamic Range (HDR) and
mobile downloads for offline
viewing of select content
In addition to Prime Video,
the Prime membership includes
unlimited fast free shipping
options across all categories
available on Amazon, more than
two million songs and thousands of playlists and stations
with Prime Music, secure photo
storage with Prime Photos,
unlimited reading with Prime
Reading, unlimited access to a
digital audiobook catalogue with
Audible Channels for Prime, a
rotating selection of free digital
games and in-game loot with
Twitch Prime, early access to
select Lightning Deals, exclusive
access and discounts to select
items, and more. To sign-up for
Prime or to find out more visit:
www.amazon.com/prime.
About Amazon
Amazon is guided by four principles: customer obsession rather
than competitor focus, passion
for invention, commitment to
operational excellence, and longterm thinking. Customer reviews,
1-Click shopping, personalized
recommendations, Prime, Fulfillment by Amazon, AWS, Kindle
Direct Publishing, Kindle, Fire
tablets, Fire TV, Amazon Echo,
and Alexa are some of the products and services pioneered by
Amazon. For more information,
visit www.amazon.com/about.
Source: Amazon.com, Inc.
Amazon.com, Inc.
Media Hotline: 206-266-7180
www.amazon.com/pr
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“The Blizzak
tire line from Bridgestone
is engineered to handle
Winters Worst Conditions”
As the days become shorter, it’s a
critical time to re-examine driving
and vehicle safety. The hour shift
in sunrise and sunset, coupled
with colder temperatures, leads
to changes in road conditions. It’s
essential for drivers to stay alert and
ensure their vehicles are prepared
for winter driving.
“As temperatures drop, it’s
important to make sure your
vehicle is equipped to handle
winter weather, and that starts with
installing the right set of winter
tires,” said Justin Hayes, product
manager, Bridgestone Americas.
“Winter tires give drivers more
control in winter driving conditions, which often rapidly change
from cold and dry to ice and snow.
This added control is essential as
the days become shorter and more
drivers are facing dark commutes
with low visibility.”
The Blizzak tire line from
Bridgestone is engineered to
handle winter’s worst conditions,
offering trusted performance and
impressive grip in snow, slush,
ice and on dry roads. Bridgestone
has two flagship offerings in the
Blizzak tire line: the Blizzak WS80

tire for cars and minivans and the
Blizzak DM-V2 tire for crossovers, SUVs and pickup trucks.
The Blizzak WS80 tire stops up
to 33 percent faster on ice when
compared to an all season tire.* The
Blizzak DM-V2 tire from Bridgestone is engineered with the same
leading ice-gripping technology.
“The end of daylight saving
time also is a good time to take a
look under the hood,” said Jamie
Bullis, lead technician, Firestone
Complete Auto Care. “Make sure
you’ve changed out your wipers
in the past year, or even switched
to winter wipers if you’re in an
area that expects a lot of snow. In
addition, make sure your fluids
are rated for winter temperatures.”
For information about Bridgestone Blizzak winter tires or to find
a Bridgestone retailer, visit www.
BridgestoneTire.com.
*Based on stopping distance
in ice rink testing of Bridgestone
Blizzak WS80 tires (235/55R17)
versus Firestone FR710 tires
(235/55R17). Actual results may
vary based on proper tire maintenance, vehicle, driving style and
road conditions.

Yokohama
is the Official
Tire of the
“Spartan Race”

Yokohama Tire Corporation, a
leading global tire manufacturer,
has teamed up with Spartan Race,
the world’s largest obstacle race
and endurance brand, to highlight
its GEOLANDAR line of light
truck tires.
Yokohama signed a multi-year
sponsorship agreement and is
now the “Official Tire of the U.S.
Spartan Race”.

New Jeep Compass Equipped with Yokohama Geolandar Tires
Yokohama Tire Corporation’s
OE program continues to expand
as FCA US LLC has selected
the Yokohama GEOLANDAR
G055™ as one of the tire suppliers for its all-new Jeep®Compass.
The fitment will cover the North

American market, including
Canada, in size 225/55R18 98H.
“This selection was made after
many years of testing and validation to provide a tire that meets the
exacting specifications for FCA
US,” said Andrew Zeisser, Yoko-

hama Tire Corporation director
of OE sales. “We’re proud to be
on the Compass, which is positioned for huge success. It’s also
an honor to be a continued OE
partner with FCA US.”
“The GEOLANDAR G055 will
provide more performance and
comfort for Jeep Compass customers,” said Zeisser. “It features allseason performance and extended
treadlife, thanks to Yokohama’s
advanced orange oil technology.”
Benefits of the GEOLANDAR
G055 include:
• Superior traction in wet and
wintry conditions: transition
grooves with notch sipes work
together to create biting edges
while maintaining tread block
rigidity for improved mileage and
handling.
• Confident wet handling: circumferential zigzag grooves resist
hydroplaning by channeling water
away from the tread and provide
aggressive edges even as the tread
wears.
• Road noise minimized: an
integrated shoulder and full nylon
cover improves stability while
resisting irregular wear.
Yokohama Tire Corporation is
the North American manufacturing and marketing arm of Tokyo,
Japan-based The Yokohama
Rubber Co., Ltd., a global manufacturing and sales company of
premium tires that’s celebrating
its 100th anniversary in 2017.
Servicing an extensive sales network throughout the U.S., Yokohama Tire Corporation is a leader
in technology and innovation.
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BROOKS - BIDDLE AUTOMOTIVE
SALES & SERVICE
Brooks-Biddle Automotive has been
located in Bothell since 1966 (48 years).
The full-service facility is located on 3.9
acres on Bothell Way. With 25 employees
and GM and Suzuki training techs with
120 years of combined experience, quality
service is always provided. Brooks-Biddle
works on all makes and models, specializing in Chevrolets, GM and Suzuki
models. They offer A/C Delco service,

U.S.A. OF YESTERDAY

with the service department open from 7:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. M-F.
The Biddle family are charter members of
the Washington State Auto Dealers Association (WSADA). Serving the entire Northwest,
Brooks-Biddle offers a large inventory of preowned cars and trucks. John Biddle said, “We
care and serve the needs of our customers.”
See the Brooks-Biddle Automotive ad in the
Auto News Service Directory.

U.S.A. of Yesterday is a unique business
that specializes in the brokerage of special
interest automobiles from the ‘30s, ‘40s,
‘50s and ‘60s. Located in a restored 1940s
Premier Auto Dealership in downtown
Tacoma. U.S.A. of Yesterday recreates
the exciting era of the ‘30s through ‘60s.
The dealership, an architectural showplace, complete with large circular glass
showrooms and turntables for the cars,
is a true essence of the past. U.S.A. of

Yesterday. The company specializes in
antique, classic and collector car sales,
consignment sales, financing, classic
vehicle insurance, on-site appraisal,
service department, nostalgic decorator
items, site rental for parties, auto detail
service and both private and public tours.
If you are an auto buff or have an interest
in old cars, be sure and stop by for a tour.
Look for the U.S.A. of Yesterday ad in the
AUTO NEWS service directory.

AUTOMOTIVE SALES
SALES &
AUTOMOTIVE
& SERVICES
SERVICES

BOOKS 4 CARS

FOREIGN CAR SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE - NEW LOCATION

EUROPEAN CAR REPAIR

INDOOR KART RACING

ALIGNMENTS & ACCESSORIES

WHEELS & TIRES

MUFFLERS

CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

You
Can Buy
You Can Buy
This
Space
This Space
for
for $40/mo.
$40/mo.

(206) 998-1247
www.AutoNewsOnline.com
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BOOKS4CARS.COM
Books4cars.com is the largest seller of
automotive shop manuals and auto books
in the U.S. The business, located in Seattle,
stocks over 40,000 titles.
Books4cars.com was started by Alex
Voss, a 30-year automotive veteran
who developed an interest in the auto
industry growing up in the Northwest.
Alex eventually moved to the Motor
City (Detroit) where he completed his
education at the General Motors Institute.
At the time, Alex was working as an

engineer with General Motors. He worked
on the Buick Park Avenue power train, C5
Corvette and all wheel drive power trains.
Alex was collecting repair manuals while
working with GM, and when he returned
to Seattle, he started books4cars.com.
Every day, books4cars.com will ship
over 100 orders all over the world. Alex
advertises books4cars.com in national
publications such as “Old Cars Weekly”
and “Hemmings.” Look for their ad in the
Auto News Directory.

CLASSIC, ANTIQUE, HOTROD SALES

European Car Authority
European Car Authority, Inc. has been
repairing and maintaining European cars
since 1995. The owner/technician, Ken
Seaton, is committed to ensuring that
ECA customers receive quality service
coupled with integrity. Ken has 30 years
experience working on European cars, as
well as factory training. Their four-bay
shop in Redmond is equipped with the
latest technology and newest generation
of computerized diagnostics scanners,
tools and equipment for Mercedes-Benz,

EXTREME RACING CARS

Saab, Audi, Land Rover, BMW, Porsche,
VW, Mini Cooper and Volvo. The certified
technicians/European Car specialists will
walk you through the recommended repairs
addressing all of your concerns, as well as
receiving authorization before any work is
started. They pledge to go that extra mile
to ensure your complete satisfaction. They
are open from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
- Friday and provide a morning drop-off
courtesy shuttle within a five mile radius
of their shop.

WE PAY CASH FOR CARS

HOT RODS & COLLECTOR CARS
EUROPEAN CLASSIC CAR SERVICE

AUDIO & ACCESSORIES

FOREIGN CAR SERVICE

ANTIQUE BOATS FOR SALE

UPHOLSTERY & CONVERTIBLE TOPS

You Can Buy
This Space
for $40/mo.
(206) 484-6529
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VEHICLE/VESSEL LICENSING

AUTO & MARINE DETAIL
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Airbag Service
American Mutual Insurance Services
Bill Smallwood III is a “car-guy”
with 22 years in the business. His
business,American Mutual Insurance
Services, LLC specializes in collector
car insurance and is the largest Hagerty
Collector Car Insurance agent on the
West Coast.
In addition to the Hagerty brand, Bill
represents Grundy, Heacock, Classic
Collectors, Safeco, Travelers, GMAC,
Met Life brands and many more.
Bill’s insurance agency represents

clients in WA, OR, ID, CA, and AZ, has 10
employees, and is a full service agency. Bill
is also active in the car collector hobby and
has helped organize the “Mustang Roundup”
for a number of years as well as other car
shows. Bill participates in a number of
NW collector car shows as a vendor. Bill
said, “I am passionate about cars, and my
rates are very competitive.” Sounds like a
good combination to me. See the American
Mutual Insurance Services LLC ad in the
Auto News Service Directory.

AUTOMOBILE REPAIR & SERVICE

Locally owned and operated, Airbag
Service has been leading the automotive
safety industry since 1992 with their expertise and service. Airbag Service offers
a wide array of services from repairing,
maintaining, and inspecting air bag systems, to complex electrical system repairs
and trouble-shooting air bag warning
lights and complete diagnostics.
Airbag Service conveniently offers
mobile service to their wholesale customers across the Puget Sound Region, and
has a centrally located retail shop in Bellevue for vehicle owners and short notice

MOTORCYCLE SALES & SERVICE

diagnostic services. At Airbag Service, they
understand that buying a used car can be a
stressful process, which is why they proudly
offer full vehicle safety inspections.
Airbag Service’s top priority is the quality of the work they do and safety of the
individuals who are in the vehicles. On top
of being the Pacific Northwest’s leading
airbag experts, Airbag Service specializes
in top tier electrical repairs. Airbag Service
technicians are able to track down hard to
find connectors, make high quality detailed
repairs to wire harnesses that might otherwise need to be replaced.

CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

WESTLUND AUTOMOTIVE
North Seattle
927 N. 126th

$69.95
LUBE - OIL - FILTER CHANGE - CAR WASH
POLISH AND WAX VEHICLE EXTERIOR
Restrictions apply
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE - NEW LOCATION

AIR BAG SERVICE & DIAGNOSIS

USED TIRES - NEW LOCATION

ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE
Steven B. Bishop, CPA, CVA, CFF
Principal

Get great advice from
CPA’s who like cars as
much as you do.

206.613.0240 direct
sbishop@badermartin.com
1000 Second Ave. 34th Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

Certified Public Accountants + Business Advisors

EVENTS & CATERING

You
Buy
You Can
Can Buy
This
Space
This Space
for $40/mo.
$40/mo.
for

(206) 998-1247
www.AutoNewsOnline.com

DOUG (425) 417-3565
Howard Kullman (206) 518-8822
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A Photo Review of 30 Years of Global Auto News (First 10 Years)

First Name Change occurred in 1988

Publisher Bill McCallum visits with George Barris in Los Angeles

Jeri Drager celebrates his Birthday at his Museum & Event Center Park Place Ltd celebrates Steve DeBoer’s Life

Jeri and Joan Drager at Jeri’s Birthday Party

Steve DeBoer, a friend of Auto News passes

Strong Impreza Sales Help Propel Subaru to Record April Sales
• Record April - monthly sales
increase 4 percent over April 2016
• 65 consecutive months of
yearly month-over-month growth
• Best April ever for Outback,
Forester and Impreza
• 38 consecutive months of
more than 10,000 Outbacks sold
• 45 consecutive months of
more than 10,000 Foresters sold
Cherry Hill, N.J. - Subaru of
America, Inc. today reported
52,368 vehicle sales for April
2017, a 4 percent increase over
April 2016, and the best April in

the history of the company. The
automaker also reported year-todate sales of 196,618 vehicles,
a 7.6 percent gain over the same
period in 2016.
April marked the 38th consecutive month of 40,000+ vehicle
sales for the company. Outback,
Forester and Impreza sales were
notably strong as each model
achieved its best April ever. Impreza sales for April 2017 increased 66.2 percent over the
same month in 2016 and marked
the second time that Impreza has

topped 8,000 units in a month.
“With positive press reaction to
the all-new Impreza and upcoming Crosstrek models, we expect
even stronger demand as we
enter the summer months,” said
Thomas J. Doll, president and
chief operating officer, Subaru
of America, Inc. “2017 looks set
to be our tenth year of consecutive sales growth, with more new
product to come.”
“Despite a more competitive
market, we’re proud of our retailer’s ability to increase sales

volume and market share,” said
Jeff Walters, senior vice president of sales. “We are well positioned for continued success with
our crossover models, as well as
record sales volume from the allnew Impreza.”
Earlier in April, Subaru of
America once again won in three
major categories of the Kelley
Blue Book 2017 Brand Image
Awards including Best Overall
Brand, Most Trusted Brand and
Best Performance Brand. This
marks the second consecutive

www.subarupuyallup.com

year Subaru has been awarded
all three top honors; the second
straight year Subaru has won
Best Overall Brand and the third
consecutive win for Most Trusted Brand and Best Performance
Brand. Also in April, the 2017
Impreza made the Wards 10 Best
Interiors list for interior design
and styling, as well as for its
easy-to-use multimedia system.

888.873.5262
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FCA Opens All-New
Parts Distribution Center
continued from page 19

80 Years of Mopar
Mopar (a simple contraction of
the words MOtor and PARts) was
born on August 1, 1937, as the
name of a line of antifreeze products. Mopar has since evolved
over 80 years to serve as the total
service, parts and customer-care
brand of all FCA vehicles around
the globe.
Mopar made its mark in the
1960s during the muscle-car era,
with Mopar Performance Parts
to enhance speed and handling
for both road and racing use, and
expanded to include technical
service and customer support.
Today, the Mopar brand’s
global reach distributes more
than 500,000 parts and accesso-

ries in over 150 markets around
the world. With more than 50
parts distribution centers and 25
customer contact centers globally,
Mopar integrates service, parts
and customer-care operations in
order to enhance customer and
dealer support worldwide.
Mopar is the source for genuine
parts and accessories for all FCA
US LLC vehicle brands. Mopar
parts are engineered together
with the same teams that create
factory-authorized
specifications for FCA vehicles, offering
a direct connection that no other
aftermarket parts company can
provide. Complete information
on the Mopar brand is available
at www.mopar.com.

Which car is the Luxury Audi or the Luxury Toyota Avalon? (photo Auto News)

With the new car brands that the O’Brien
Auto Group has, like a Portland Kia dealership
and a Toyota-Scion dealersip, we take in a
bunch of quality trade-ins every day. Our
customers are constantly trading up to a
new vehicle leaving us with a tremendous
selection of well-maintained, one-owner
pre-owned vehicles--many still with factory
warranties including Certified Pre-Owned.
Stop by one of our stores or shop us online.
From commuters to luxury,
we’ve got what you’re looking for!
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Mecum’s Indy Spring Classic Auction Results:
$
55.6 Million at Dana Mecum’s 30th Original Spring Classic
Smashing Success at Company’s Landmark Anniversary
Auction
Mecum Auctions made history May 16-20 as 1,665 classic and collector cars from 37
states crossed the auction block
for the company’s 30th anniversary auction. With 1,208 vehicles
hammering sold for an excellent
73-percent sell-through rate, the
auction was deemed a smashing
success and became the highestgrossing Original Spring Classic
auction in the event’s 30-year
history as overall sales totals
reached more than $55.6 million.
Enthusiasm was through the
roof as buyers, sellers and spectators from around the country
poured through the gates at the
Indiana State Fairgrounds in
Indianapolis to join the Mecum
family in celebrating 30 years
of collector-car auctions. The
entire city was abuzz with excitement leading up to the event as
the anticipation continued to
build over a lineup chock-full
of news-worthy vehicles with
novel-worthy back stories. Indianapolis locals flocked to the fairgrounds to see the amazing cars
after reading the Mecum news
that graced the front cover of the
“Indianapolis Star” two different
times during auction week.
Classic American muscle cars
and Corvettes flooded the top sales
with the amazing, one-family-

owned “Vault Find” ‘Vette (Lot
S111) selling for $675,000. There
wasn’t a dry eye in the building
as the car pulled onto the block
as “Taps” played and the crowd
stood with hands over hearts out
of respect for the car’s late original owner, a Vietnam Veteran and
two-time Purple Heart honoree.
While Corvettes and muscle
cars were prevalent, the top sellers were led by a $1.45-million
1996 Porsche 911 GT2 EVO
(Lot F192) and a $750,000 1967
Toyota 2000GT (Lot S202).
Other top sellers included a 1963
Corvette Z06/N03 (Lot T166)
that brought $410,000, while a
1970 Chevelle LS6 convertible
brought $385,000 (Lot S113) and
a rare Pastel Blue 1970 Mustang
Boss 429 (Lot S222) brought
$335,000. The full dozen private
collections offered at the auction
were extremely well received
with two from the Virginia
Muscle Car Collection landing
among the top 10 sales including
a 1969 Chevrolet Yenko Camaro
(Lot F124) that hammered for
$330,000 and a 1970 Plymouth Hemi Cuda that brought
$295,000 (Lot F130.1). The noreserve Bob McDorman Collection offering also did exceedingly
well with the entire selection of
cars and Road Art items bringing
$2.9 million in hammer sales.
The complete top 10 sales at
Dana Mecum’s 30th Original

Spring Classic auction include
(individual prices do not include
buyer’s premiums):
1. 1996 Porsche 911 GT2
EVO (Lot F192) at $1,450,000
2. 1967 Toyota 2000GT (Lot
S202) at $750,000
3. 1967 Chevrolet Corvette
427/435 HP Coupe (Lot S111) at
$675,000
4. 1963 Chevrolet Corvette
Z06/N03 (Lot T166) at $410,000
5. 1970 Chevrolet Chevelle

LS6 Convertible (Lot S113) at
$385,000
6. 1970 Ford Mustang Boss
429 Fastback (Lot S222) at
$335,000
7. 1969 Chevrolet Yenko
Camaro (Lot F124) at $330,000
8. 1967 Chevrolet Corvette
427/435 HP Convertible (Lot
F113) at $310,000
9.12006 Ford GT (Lot F155) at
$300,000
10. 1970 Plymouth Hemi Cuda

(Lot F130.1) at $295,000
For access to complete auction
results, sign up for the free InfoNet
service offered at Mecum.com.
Mecum’s next collector-car auction is this June 16-17 in Portland
with an anticipated 600-vehicle
lineup, followed by a 1,000-car
offering in Denver July 20-22. For
more details on upcoming auctions, to consign a vehicle or to
register as a bidder, visit Mecum.
com or call (262) 275-5050.

1969 Chevrolet Yenko Camaro crosses the block at Mecum Auction
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