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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
I would like to start out by congratulating Barbara Schroeder on her appointment
to be the Overseer/ VP of the PA State Grange. While it is unfortunate that an
opening was available, this is a great opportunity for both Barb and Berks County.
I know a few members were disappointed that we did not have a voice in the Ex
Comm. until now. Berks County now has 6 State Grange officers. That is 35% of
the officers. Be sure to congratulate Barb when you get a chance.
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The legislative banquet was held recently and went very well. Kenny Schlegel was
not able to attend this year and Doug Sattazahn led for both of them.
I would like to wish Kenny a swift recovery and look forward to seeing him at next
year’s banquet. I again helped to serve the food this year and was not able to see
the discussion held with our legislators and judges. I did hear there were some
good questions and well thought answers. Anyone with ideas or concerns for next
year’s banquet feel free to contact myself, Doug or Kenny.
As April has now arrived, evidenced by the 2 1/2 in of rain we got here last Thursday, the fields and roads will again be busy with tractors. Please remember to be
patient when encountering farm equipment. Farmers are not intentionally trying
to make you late for your appointment and are trying to make a living. I wish the
farmers a safe and productive growing season and hope all our Grangers enjoy the
beautiful weather outdoors.

POMONA LOTTERY CALENDARS
I want to Thank everyone that sold and bought lottery calendars for the Pomona
Grange fundraiser, especially Fern Kulp. She personally sold 121, that’s more than
any Grange sold. All 500 were sold and by the time you receive your copy of the
ECHO, the winners were paid for the months of March and April. We will have a
profit report at the June Pomona meeting.

BERKS COUNTY POMONA GRANGE WEBSITE
Thanks to Jennifer Beamon, Berks County Pomona Grange once again has a
website. The address is: berkscountygrange.org If you or any grange has
information to be posted, please forward it to Jennifer at:
(jennifermarie707@gmail.com)
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Berks County Junior Grange News

Thank you to all of you who
were able to attend our
Coronation Program at camp!

Attendance Contest Update:
In order to earn a gift card to
Chik-fil-A, each junior MUST:


Raise money for Walk-A-Thon



Attend 2 Pomona Meetings, one in
March and another of their choosing



Participate in a State Contest



Attend 4 other events (i.e. swim party,
bowling, etc.)

June Pomona:
Community Service Collection:
“Birthday Boxes”

We will be collecting items to
make birthday boxes for a
local food pantry
We need:
Birthday Cake Box Mixes

Next Junior Team Meeting:

Icing

July 10 at 7pm

Candles

All are welcome to attend to help grow
and develop our Junior Program!

Aluminum Pan (preferably 11x9)

Upcoming Dates:
June Pomona—June 3, Community Service and games
Hoss’s—June 4th
Knoebel’s—June 15, BOGO, more information to come!
PA State Junior Grange Camp—July 2 through July 8th
Swim Party—July 15, 6-9pm at Shoemakersville Pool
September Pomona—September 9, Playground fun and
birthday box assembly
Mini Golf– September 24th at 1pm, location TBD
Bowling—November 26th at 1:30 pm, Hiesters Lanes

*** Juniors will be doing the
degree for State Session in 2017.
Please stay tuned for more
information***
Junior Jam will be $25
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CONSIGNMENT SALE by Ben Sonon and Fern Kulp

(go onto website for flyer and further information)

The Pomona Sale is coming up fast. It is scheduled for August 26, 2017, at the Leesport Farmer’s Market. If you have not helped at
this sale, we encourage you to do so this year, even if it is only for two hours! Without the volunteers that help at the annual sale
in August, we cannot have the sale. So, PLEASE come out and help.
In the field area, we are planning to have a drive through sale ring for riding mowers, compact tractors, full size tractors and titled vehicles. For more information on this, you can contact me at 610-618-0131. Also we are in need of more items for out in the
field—building products, small farm related items, 3 pt. equipment for compact and full size tractors, and equipment. SO, if you
have items sitting around that you don’t use, bring them out and let us sell them for you.
If you know of anyone bringing items to the sale, let us know so we can get the items advertised in the papers. The more people
know what will be sold, the more likely we will have more people at the sale to buy!
If you would like to have items advertised FREE, please call Henry Seidel, 610-223-1082, or
any of the other contact names by August 4, 2017. Remember, if you have a worthwhile
item and would like to get buyers to bid on it, PLEASE LET US KNOW SO WE CAN ADVERTISE IT—FREE! The following are just a list of possible things that could be advertised:
Longaberger basket collection, milk bottles, grandfather’s clock, dinette set,
power tools, push mowers, chain saws, riding mowers, bicycles, shrubbery,
tractors, lumber, fencing, titled vehicles, etc., etc.
Throughout the day, the Berks County Pomona Grange will be selling 50/50 raffle tickets.
The Grange will keep 50% of the receipts; the other 50% will be awarded in 4 equal prizes at 3 P.M. that day. Winners need not be
present to win. Winners will receive a phone call that day and then a check will be mailed to them the following week. The winners names will be posted in the office from 3 p.m. until the committee leaves August 26, 2017, and then on this website the following week.
Tickets are: $1 per ticket OR 6 tickets for $5
Wondering where you could possibly help:
Need volunteers Thursday, Friday, Saturday and for after sale with clean up
Volunteers to help hold up items at time of the sale for the auctioneers
Volunteers to help in the office – give out buyer numbers, put tickets into correct buyer slot, collect monies
We are in need of soda flats for consignors to use when setting up their display of wares Thursday and Friday*
Family Activities food stand is always in need of help
Youth – help sell at French fry stand
Juniors – help sell at ice cream stand
Volunteers to clerk on Saturday
Runners to bring sheets from auctioneers into the office area on Saturday
Volunteers to help sell the 50/50 raffle tickets
Volunteers in the lawn/garden and tractor/field area – to load and unload items
If you would like to know more information about any of the above help areas, please contact Eric Blatt, 610-562-9680 or Ben
Sonon, 610-618-0131 or Fern Kulp (to help with the sale of 50/50 raffle tickets), 610-401-6458.
*If you have access to them prior and do not have storage area, you can contact Henry Seidel, 610-223-1082, and he might be able
to store them for you.
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YOUTH REPORT by Robert Beamon, 570-556-0952 or chemrob21@gmail.com
The Youth filled the officer seats at the March Pomona meeting. Sixteen participants marched in an entering drill, ran a majority
of the meeting, and performed a retiring drill.
The end of March found a few Berks County Youth in Pittsburgh attending Young Adult weekend. The weekend included a trip to
the Pittsburgh History Museum/Sport Museum, Duquesne Incline, making potholders from old T-shirts, and planting personal
herb gardens.
Special thank you to the Youth who helped to serve at the Legislative Banquet in April. The next big event for the Youth is the
Eastern Regional Youth Conference which will be in Newark, DE, June 9-11. Contact the Beamons or the State Youth Department
for more details and applications.
State Youth Camp will be June 30-July 2 at Camp Sylvan Hills. 14-year-olds are invited again this year to help bridge the gap between juniors and youth. First time campers will have their registration fee reimbursed so there’s no reason not to give it a try.
We hope to see everyone there.
Family Festival (July 20-23)
is where Young Adults ages
21-35 can compete for the
PA Outstanding Young Patrons contest. You do not
need to be married. All contestants compete individually.
Our final event for this issue
will be the French fry stand
at the county-wide sale on
August 26th. If any Youth
can help out selling fries for
a few hours that day, let me
know. If you have any questions about anything in this
article, please reach out to
the Beamons for clarification. Thank you.

Youth Officers:
President—Josh Mengel, Fleetwood

Vice President—Casey Kerschner, Gouglersville

Program Coordinator—Mikayla Davis, Ontelaunee

Steward—Robert Beamon, Hamburg

Assistant Steward—Isaiah Blatt, Ontelaunee

Lady Assistant Steward—Desira Kunkle, Shartlesville

Chaplain—Isaac Mengel, Fleetwood

Treasurer—Jake Mengel, Fleetwood

Secretary—Megan Krick, Virginville

Gatekeeper—Morgan Kunkel, Virginville

Ceres—Morgan Krick, Virginville

Pomona—Marci Jenkins, Pioneer

Flora—Lindsay Schroeder, Virginville

Exec Comm—Philip Vonada, Penns Valley (Centre Co)

Exec Comm—Derek Schroeder, Virginville

Exec Comm—Jenn Nauss, Valley (York Co)
4

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MAY—JULY 2017
May 7 Ontelaunee Grange breakfast, 8 a.m.—1 p.m.
(last one for this season)
May 8 Pre-Auction Meeting @Ontelaunee, 7 p.m.
May 14 Mother’s Day
May 15 County Officers, Department Chairs Meeting @
Ontelaunee, 7 p.m.
May 15 Basket Bingo @Kutztown Grange, 6:45 p.m.***
May 16 Primary Election Day
May 19-21 Berks County Junior Camp @Camp Swatara
May 21 Junior Grange Camp Coronation, 2 p.m.
May 20 Armed Forces Day
May 22 Pre-Quarterly Meeting @Gouglersville, 7:30 p.m.
May 29 Memorial Day Observed
June 3 Pomona Meeting @Gouglersville, 9:45 a.m.
June 4 Junior Grange Hoss’s day
June 5 Pioneer Grange Italian Hoagie Sale*
June 12 Pre-Auction Work Night @Bernville Grange, 7 p.m.
June 15 Knoebel’s Day
June 21 Summer Begins
June 30– July 2 State Youth Camp @Camp Sylvan Hills,
Howard, PA
July 2—8 State Junior Camp @Camp Sylvan Hills
July 4 Independence Day
July 10 Junior Team Meeting @Ontelaunee Grange, 7 p.m.
July 15 County Swim Party @Shoemakersville Pool,
6 p.m.—9 p.m.
July 20-23 Grange Family Festival/State Talent Contest
Centre County Fairgrounds, Centre Hall, PA
July 31 Collate ECHO @Ontelaunee, 3:15 p.m.
(Marion grangers requested to assist)
August 5—12 Reading Fair
August 7 Pioneer Grange Ham & Cheese/Turkey & Cheese
Sandwich Sale**

FAMILY ACTIVITIES CHAIR STILL NEEDED!!!!!
By Denise Clare
Berks County is still in need of a Family Activities Chair. I am willing to help/answer questions in any way. The chairperson’s duties include: Writing an article for the quarterly ECHO, attend/
run the quarterly pre-Pomona meeting, report at Pomona
meetings, fill out annual report to the State, have judging for the
contests and take entries to State Session (or find someone to do
it for you), schedule Granges to make soup for the Pomona sale
and shoo-fly pies for Heim Fest.
If you are interested or have questions, feel free to contact me at
610-562-3876.

SWIM PARTY—FOR EVERYONE!!!!!!!!!!
If you like to swim or just socialize on a (hopefully) warm summer night, plan to attend the annual Swim Party on Saturday,
July 15, 2017, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Shoemakersville Pool.
Hot dogs/drinks will be provided. We ask that each family
bring a side dish/dessert to share with everyone. We plan to
eat around 6:30 p.m. This activity is open to EVERYONE!
RSVP to Madeline Seidel with the TOTAL number of people
attending (whether or not you plan to swim) by Saturday, July
8, 2017. You can either call me at 610-678-6365 or email me
at maddel24@aol.com. We need a total number of people in
attendance because pool rules require x amount of lifeguards
for x amount of people in attendance. So, it doesn’t matter
whether you plan to swim or not, you need to RSVP!

*Pickup at Pioneer Grange from 3—5 p.m. Call orders to
Tammy at 610-463-7213 by May 28th
**Pickup at Pioneer Grange from 3—5 p.m. Call orders to
Tammy at 610-463-7213 by July 30th. $3.50 per sandwich.
***For tickets call 610-683-7975. 25 games for $20

DID YOU KNOW?
...A visit to Ontelaunee Grange after July wil be detoured due to
the Leesport bridge’s reconstruction on Wall Street (located at
post office). Please use other traveling directions to get to Ontelaunee Grange. This will be about a two year project!
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TOUR COMMITTEE INFORMATION
A group of 61 Grangers and Non-Grangers enjoyed a smooth sailing on the Anthems of the Sea cruise ship from March 19 – 26,
2017. The group left the area with some snow on the ground, but enjoyed the beautiful sunshine and warm weather while cruising
and enjoying the ports of call. Returning home to some cooler weather greeted us back to Berks County.
Our trip traveling to the pier had some incidences prior to arrival for sailing. Trailer with luggage being hauled behind one of the
small buses lost a tire and sparks flew for awhile! The second bus traveling behind thought all of our clothes would be disintegrated or scattered across the highway! Oh the thoughts that went through some of the traveler’s minds! Needless to say, all ended
well and luggage was “squeezed” into the busses and we headed once again to the pier. Oh wait, that’s what we did since the second bus lost some of its energy and could not get out of first gear for awhile. Our trip to the pier took longer than expected, but as
the story goes, “all’s well that ends well.” We made it to the pier in plenty of time for boarding on the ship.
The travelers enjoyed a week of pleasant weather, excursions at three different ports, and fun and relaxation on the ship. We even
had some winners in the casino!
The committee thanks those who made this trip successful. We look forward to planning an adventure in the coming year. Stay
tuned.
The committee is also looking into sponsoring a bus trip to Sight and Sound Millennium Theatre in November (either the 11 or 18)
to see Miracle of Christmas. The trip cost will include a meal at Shady Maple Smorgasbord, the Miracle of Christmas show, shopping as time permits, transportation, taxes and meal gratuities. The cost is not finalized and each Grange President will be contacted of the exact cost when it is determined. Please contact one of the committee members listed below by June 18 to let them
know you are interested and would put a deposit of $50 down for reservations. The date of June 18 was selected to get a number
idea of those interested.
Nettie & Irvin Kauffman 610-926-5389
Doris Evans 610-488-6360

Marie & Richard Schaeffer 484-256-0496
Ray Davis 610-413-7943

VIRGINVILLE GRANGE COMMUNITY SERVICE
The Virginville Grange Community Service Committee would like to THANK the Berks County Granges that participated in the recent Benefit Bingo for Christy Ryan, Music Director at Hamburg, on March 26, 2017. We are happy to say that it was another
“Successful Event!” A total of 225 people enjoyed an afternoon of aiding someone in need and having fun doing it.
Our next Benefit will be our Annual Kauffman’s Chicken Barbecue Dinner which will be a Fund Raiser Benefit, Sunday, June 4,
2017, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. or until we are “sold out”. Again we will be at the Leesport Farmer’s Market in the middle building,
or, “small meeting room.” This fundraiser is for Baby Lily Seigfried and Baby Lilley Zook. This event is either an “Eat In/Take out”
event. For your $8 donation you will get: 1/2 chicken, baked potato, applesauce, roll & butter and a Clover Farms drink of your
choice. Additionally, we will have “homemade” pepper cabbage and a variety of cakes and pies for you to purchase a swell. For
tickets or more information, you can contact David or Dianne Geschwindt at 610-562-7421.
We hope to see you there! Again, THANK YOU Berks County Grangers!

ALL-GRANGER PICNIC
The time is fast approaching for the All-Granger Picnic. It will be held June 18th at the Edenberg Park with lunch beginning at 12:30 p.m. Please bring a covered dish or two to share
with your fellow grangers. Come out for a day of good food, fun and games and fellowship
with your grange friends. There will be children’s games, softball, bingo and lots of fun. So
mark your calendars for June 18th. Hope to see everyone there!
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COMMUNITY SERVICE

by Carlene Kleckner

Hi everyone. Hope you all had a good Easter. Thank you to everyone that brought something for Berks Women in Crisis. They
were thankful for the stuff we donated to them.
For the June meeting, we are going to donate items or money to the Humane Society of
Berks County. Here is the items that they need: 8.5×11 Copy Paper, Cat Litter, LongHandled Scrub Brushes, Kennel beds for dogs, Stainless steel bowls, Sanitizable pet toys,
Pine bedding for small animals, Squeegees, Swiffer Sweeper refill cloths, Swiffer WetJet
detergent, Laundry detergent, Chlorine bleach, Wash Cloths, Towels, and Blankets, Havahart Traps, Collapsible Bulk Storage Contain, Printer Inks (HP 15, Ricoh Aficio C2), General
Office Supplies (Pens, Staples & Staplers, Post-It Notes, Paper Clips), Postage stamps, Heavy
Duty Extension Cords (25 Ft.+) and Power Strips, Printing Services, Gift Cards for WalMart,
Target, Staples, Office Max, etc, shredded new paper and paper, cat food, dog food, and dog and cat treats.
I hope that when you come to meeting that you bring at last one item on the list and if you forget to bring something to meeting
then you can give money instead.

BERKS HEIM by Doris Evans
Thanks to al the Granges for signing up to provide transportation at Berks Heim. All Granges were sent a schedule up to and including December.
Open dates are: July 23; July 30; August 20; September 10; October 29; November 19; November 26; and December 17
Please let me know if anyone is able to assist our county elderly to their church services on any of the above dates.
May 7—Virginville

June 4—Gouglersville

July 2—Marion

May 14—Gouglersville

June 11—Hamburg

July 9—Bernville

May 21—Ontelaunee

June 18—Virginville

July 16—Ontelaunee

May 28—Marion

June 25—Pioneer

July 23 and 30—OPEN

POMONA SALE—FOOD STAND
Since Spring has just begun, you’re probably not thinking about summer and the Pomona Sale, but mark you calendar for Saturday, August 26. The food stand starts in the early morning with egg sandwiches and cakes for breakfast and then switches over
to hamburgers, cheeseburgers, hot dogs, soup, and drinks for the rest of the day. We will need help all day in the food stand!
Set up will be Friday, August 25. Call Marie Schaeffer at 610-562-8362 if you can help with set up on Friday or anytime on Saturday.
This year for the sale the following Granges need to make 1 gallon of beef vegetable soup for Saturday: Ontelaunee, Virginville,
Kutztown, and Fleetwood. If each Grange could provide 4 cakes, that would be greatly appreciated. Please do not bring anything that needs to be refrigerated. Thank you in advance for your help! We look forward to seeing you at the Sale!
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PROGRAM COORDINATOR’S CORNER
By Nettie A. Kauffman
Are you thinking about your days ahead for a vacation, summer fun, and relaxation with family and friends? While you
are doing some of these activities, please keep in mind that your activities can be part of the Lecturer/Program Coordinator’s area
of contests. How? By using some of your talents to create objects, photography, and art in the various contests in the Lecturer/
Program Coordinator contests which are listed in this article. I am listing only a few of the contests for 2017 in this article.
Container Pot Decorating – As you prepare your plant decorations for outside, embellish your container with a non-perishable
materials and submit them in one of the following categories – 1) Funny, 2) Pretty, 3) Grange theme. Use either a terra cotta pot
or plastic. The pot must be empty and the maximum size is 8”. There is a Junior and Subordinate Division.
Wreaths - If you go hiking on your excursions, pick up some of natures items to create into a wreath. You don’t need to use nature items, as other wreaths can be created with any non-perishable material. Maximum size is 18” (judges will be measuring).
The categories for wreaths are 1) Holiday, 2) Pretty, 3) Grange and there are two divisions – Junior and Subordinate.
Art – During your journeys you come to see many different aspects of Mother Nature, Animals, Buildings, Scenes, or a still life
that could be put down on canvas/paper in art form. There are four categories in this year’s Art Contest – 1) Landscape or Seascape, 2) Animals, 3) Still Life, and 4) Street Art/Graffiti. Any medium may be used for each category. No computer enhanced
artwork will be accepted in the above categories. Charcoal and pencil entries must be treated for permanency to stop smudging.
Size can not to exceed 24” x 36”. Miniatures will be accepted. Frames and backing are required. Plexiglas is acceptable, NO
GLASS covers. All entries must come ready to hang (wire, string, hook, etc.) First place award in each category is $20.
Photography – Many of you take photos to keep memories of your excursions. Why not use one of your photos and enter it in
the photography categories? The categories are: A) Flowers B) Sunrise/Sunset C) Baby Animals D) Trains E) Churches. No computer enhanced photography or slides will be accepted. Sizes are minimum of 5” x 5” and maximum of 11” x 14” including frame
or backing. Frames and backing are required. Plexiglas is acceptable, NO GLASS covers. Entries must come ready to hang (wire,
string, hook, etc.) Participants may enter all categories, using different photographs and may submit only one entry per category. First place award in each category is $10.
Miscellaneous Photos – This is where you can become creative in your photography taking. The three categories in this class are:
A) Digitally enhanced photography, B) Photo Collage, C) Photo Gallery/Slide Show/Story Board – any theme – 4 minute maximum
showing length. ORIGINAL PHOTO must accompany the entry in Category A. Collages must have a minimum of 3 photos in the
entry. Sizes are minimum of 5” x 5” and maximum of 11” x 14” including frame or backing. Frames and backing are required.
Plexiglas is acceptable, NO GLASS covers. Entries must come ready to hang (wire, string, hook, etc.) Participants may enter all
categories, using different photographs and may submit only one entry per category. First place award in each category is $10.
You can seek further information on all the Contests and Programs for 2017-2018 for each department by going to the
PA State Grange web-site, click on Documents, than scroll down to Policy & Other Documents, then chose 2017-2018 Guide to
Contests and Programs.
Our program for June will highlight being cool and entertaining. Attend the meeting on June 3 at Gouglersville Grange
Hall and see what transpires.
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT by Kenneth Schlegel
Not exactly Legislation, well maybe indirectly.
Every once in a while you come across something that gets you thinking! I received a phone call from an individual who does a lot
of traveling. He has a business which he runs out of a Fleetwood office and he is a family farmer in North Dakota—getting the
drift? He tells me how he got my name and that he passes the Fleetwood Grange hall all the time and he is interested maybe in
being a member. After talking to him a little while, I learned that he had done his homework. He knows the Grange!
He had all kinds of questions, especially about farm programs and farm policy. He tells me he never wants to loose the family
farm and wants to know how much is the Grange involved with farm policy and programs? The next thing he was into was grandchildren and junior grange. He wanted to know how active the junior grange was and do they shadow the senior grange with
meetings and programs. He wants his grandchildren to have as much knowledge as possible where agriculture is concerned! I
hope to learn more!

POMONA GRANGE MEETING HIGHLIGHTS


Youth opened the meeting with an opening drill. President was Josh Mengel.



Approved donating $200 to Reading Fair for full page ad and to donate the remaining $1,300 after the June Pomona: $80,
Junior Hay Bale; $200, Senior Hay Bale; $420, Championship Showmanship Trophies and Farm Family Plaque; $100, Sponsorship of and Plaque for Overall Showmanship; $500, Sponsorship of other contests (possibly coloring contest)



Approved donating $1,000 to Kutztown Fair



Approved financial support for Nettie Kauffman to attend Mid-Atlantic Lecturer’s Conference



Attendance: 29 Brothers, 47 Sisters, 44 Juniors, 4 Mini-Juniors Total: 124



Approved donation of $500 to the Juniors for their camp T-shirts



County membership stands at: 1,164



Juniors held their Walk-A-Thon

Philip Vonada and Jenn Nauss, State Youth
Ambassadors present Jeopardy program

Morgan Kunkel gives “leader”
speech as part of day’s
program
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CONTEST CORNER
Please bring your completed contest form to the June Pomona meeting. You must be present to win!
NAME _________________________________________________GRANGE____________________________________________
In celebration of Father’s Day on June 18th, match the following occupations to the correct famous TV father: farmer, housekeeper, gravedigger, hardware store owner, sheriff, sports writer, Lord of Winterfell, shoe salesman, sawmill operator, and
Earl of Grantham.

Andy Taylor (Andy Griffith Show)
Ray Barone (Everybody Loves Raymond)
John Walton (The Waltons)

____________________________
___________________________
____________________________

Tony Micelli (Who’s the Boss)
Robert Crawley (Downton Abbey)
Charles Ingalls (Little House on the Prairie)
Herman Munster (The Munsters)

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
_____________________________

Eddard Stark (Game of Thrones)

_____________________________

Howard Cunningham (Happy Days)

_____________________________

Al Bundy (Married with Children)

_____________________________

Answers from last issue: 1) Ghost; 2); Grapes; 3) Gland; 4) Golfer; 5) Glue; 6) General; 7) Galaxy; and 8) Gear. Congratulations to
the winner: Desira Kunkle, Shartlesville Grange.
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