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Preface

I shall not be able in this book to give a full account of
Charles F. Parham’s work for God, or a complete history of his
busy life which was filled with so much joy 3nd sorrow.
While his life was crowned with many blessings, and victories
in Christ, he also knew much of persecution and hardships.
Though he did not complain, those who were with him knew
he was often weary and exhausted through constant labor and
traveling.

In his nearly forty years spent in the ministry, it would be
impossible for me to tell now how many thousands of miles
he has traveled over land and sea, and the number of meetings
he has held; how many souls have been converted, sanctified
and filled with the Holy Spirit; how many bodies have been
healed through his prayer of faith, and are living witnesses
to God’s healing power. Scores of ministers and evangelists
all over the United States, and missionaries in foreign fields,
are now preaching the gospel, as. a result of his faithful ser-
vice for God. Eternity only can give a true record, when the
books are opened, and our lives are read in the light of our
Father’s love; ther shall all receive a just reward.

I will try. hcw=ver, to give you a brief sketch of his con-
secrated life, trusting that it will be an encouragement to all
who love God, to continue to preach the gospel to a sinful
suffering world, that hungry souls may be satisfied, and their
bodies healed by the power of God and that they may learn to
trust in Christ as the Great Physician. As we who know God,
look back over the years that are passed I am sure we will all
acknowledge that the bright spots in our lives which ever re-
main fresh in our mamory, are the experiences we have had
with God, when He touched our hearts, and revealed Himself
to our lives.




", in these pages, I have tried to tell you about some of
+ . bright spots in his life, and the precious truths God re-
“ealed to him through His Word, which he ever held as a
sacred trust. He counted no sacrifice too great that he might
cause the gospel light to shine into darken lives, and bring the
deeper truths to those who knew God. When amidst bitter
persecutions, of dangers seen and unseen, we would often fear
for his life, he would always assure us that ‘“‘his life was im-
mortal till his work was done.”

It has been said, “"He has achieved success who has lived
well, laughed often and loved much; who has gained the res-
pect.of intellegent men, the trust of pure women and the love
of little children; who has filled his niche and accomplished
his task; who has left the world better than he found it,
whether by an improved poppy, a perfect poem, or a rescued
soul; who has never lacked appreciation for the earth’s beauty
or failed to express it; who has looked for the best in others
and given them the best he had; whose life was an inspiration,
his memory a benediction.”

All of this can be said of his life and much more. Truly
the world is better because of his life and the message he
gave to the people. As he often said, we “must pour out our
lives for humanity.” He did this and “his labor was not in
vain in the Lord.™ In his last days, he said many times that
he felt that his work was finished. God said, "It is enough,
come up higher.”

January 29, 1929, he answered the call; and “rests from his
labors, and his works do follow him.”

I felt impressed that I should publish a sketch of his life
and a selection of his sermons, but before I made this plan
public several wrote me and said they had been praying that
I would do this. I am publishing this book in loving remem-
berance of one who holds a place in the affections of many



hearts, and praying that it may bring forth fruit for the glory
of God. I do not consider this my work alone, for many have
helped in different ways to make this book possible. I could
not mention all the names; but I appreciate what each on® has
done, and I am sure that God will reward all who have assist-
ed in this book. You will see that I have told his experiences
in his own words as much as possible, and have earnestly en-
deavored to make my statements correct, to the best of my
knowledge.

I am trusting that this book may be a blessing to many
who have never heard these messages from his lips. Some
who perhaps have been hindered before by false reports and
prejudice may now through these pages receive light and
truth. We know he has many precious sheaves to lay at the
Master’s feet, and we believe while he rests from his labors,
other fields that he has planted will ripen and yield an abun-
dant harvest. May God bless all who read this book and may
each heart be encouraged to press on for God, “to occupy till
He comes,” or to be ready, clothed in His righteousness, when
He calls us to meet Him.

Your Sister in Christ
SARAH E. PARHAM

e

TG































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































