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President’s Message
This month is LCBA's annual banquet/auction and of course as usual, it is catered.
I hope you made reservations as it has always been a fun event. As things are slowing down, just an update for next season.. We already have Albert Robertson from
Alberta Canada, and Ray from Olivarez California, probably two of the most
knowledgeable (beekeepers) in the world! And it doesn't stop there, we are
looking for more great sources of information to help LCBA's beekeepers 2021.
See you Friday!
Denzil

Page 2

The Buzzzz

Lorain County Beekeepers Updates
In Memoriam
LCBA would like to extend condolences for the
passing of our friends to their families . . . .
Virgil Muntean passed away on August 9, after a short illness. Our
condolences to Maureen and his family.
Fred Nemeth, past President of LCBA, passed away recently. Our
condolences to Blanche and his family.
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The Sky is Falling!
AFB outbreak in the Oberlin area!
Do I have your attention now? Or is this “FAKE NEWS?”
It is time to REALLY do your beekeeping.
This update is from Jon Reichel, your Ohio Department of Agriculture, Deputy Apiary Inspector for Lorain County. I
function as a contractor for, and financed by, Lorain County.
This is a simple LCBA Newsletter, not a comprehensive time on how to be a beekeeper, so I will attempt to keep it
short and sweet (which will be impossible).
Please, do some research on your own, and please come to monthly LCBA meetings.
Yes, I am currently investigating a lab-confirmed case of American Foulbrood in the Oberlin area. In case you forgot
your training, American Foulbrood (AFB) is the BAD one. But, by the way, I am also investigating recent occurrences
of European Foulbrood (EFB) in the North Ridgeville area. Neither of these is a joke, and neither is pretty.
Not to allay your concerns, but this is NOT the first time in my five years as your inspector that this has happened. I
have encountered confirmed foulbrood multiple times. Remember, foulbrood was the scourge of local beekeepers
long before the arrival of mites.
First, please do not contact me to ask, “How far is this away from MY apiary?” Why? Would knowing this help
you? Would it make you suddenly inspect, or tragically put off inspecting, your own beehives based on some arbitrary flying radius of bees? I hope not.
Let’s review… Foulbrood diseases kill your brood. Period. Are you seeing dead brood in cells?
Often, a healthy hive combats these (and other) age-old diseases by removing dead brood, leaving empty cells
within the brood pattern. Is your queen laying a very nice, complete pattern of visible eggs, larvae, and new capped
cells, but you are noticing that your older areas of brood have MANY empty (uncapped) cells?
If so, first check your mite load. Capped brood containing mites and/or sick brood from mite-vectored viruses may
yield the same pattern.
Does your brood pattern in the hive smell “foul?” I have smelled this on some occasions and missed it on others.
Please do not mistake autumn Goldenrod (dirty sock) smell for the dead animal smell of foulbrood. If you see dead,
DRIED up larvae in cells, this could be EFB. If you see “dissolved,” mushy brood in cells, it could be AFB. The Q-Tip
test is as good as any. Does the dead, dissolved brood stretch out like a piece of slimy snot (my apologies) when
the Q-Tip is withdrawn? If so, please call me! Do not mistake back-filled pollen for dead brood. Stick a Q-Tip in
there and look at it. Pollen will be granular and dry.
A strong hive is one of the better defenses for foulbrood diseases. As a hive weakens and there are fewer and fewer bees to remove dead brood from your frames, they will accumulate and begin to smell.
This is a spore-based disease. A critical mass of spores is needed to make a bee sick. When infected brood die, new
spores are spawned in exponential numbers and tracked around the hive or carried to other hives.
“What should I do?” you ask. Inspect your hives! This fall, how about checking every frame - all the way into the
bottom super?
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If you see an obvious foulbrood-impacted frame: remove it from the hive, bag it, drop it in the freezer and call me. I
can take a sample and get lab results mailed back to both of us at no cost to you. If the case of AFB is seriously bad,
YES, destruction of some frames, woodware or even the bees themselves may be the answer.
Unfortunately, lab analysis takes time. And in 2020, lab reports have been seriously delayed.
“What do I do in the meantime?” You could destroy your bees and burn your equipment…
But, let’s be calm and reasonable and take a more measured approach. Remove obviously impacted frames. Destroy them. Burn them. Seriously - If you leave them out, the foulbrood spores may be picked up by robber bees and
taken back to previously uninfected hives.
Consolidate weak hives to make them stronger. Move uninfected frames into new or cleaned (scorched), and/or
wax-dipped supers. Scorch inner covers, bottom boards and telescoping covers. If you don’t have a handheld blow
torch, get one.
So, JUST ASKING…
How old is your hive equipment? Do you brag about using the same frames your father did when he was a beekeeper? Stop it! If your woodware stinks and is stained and crusted with wax and propolis, clean and scorch it or replace
it. It your combs are nearly BLACK, “retire” them. Set a goal for replacing frames. Frames are cheap. A 20% per
year replacement of brood frames yields a five-year usable life. Right? Environmental conditions in the hive have
been proven in study after study to have more impact on hive strength than perceived “queen quality.” Bad things
build up in wax. Please quit blaming your queen and think about blaming yourself.
“Who gave my apiary this disease?” No – don’t sit back and play the victim. Spore-based brood diseases have been
here in Lorain County for decades. Poor beekeeping practices allow them to reappear. Willy-nilly treatment with
unregulated antibiotics is a thing of the past, it only masked the presence of these brood diseases and NEVER eliminated them.
This fall, get busy and be a REAL beekeeper. Take charge. Take responsibility. And call if you need help.
Better yet, TEXT me at 717-979-1456.
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November is Nomination Month for LCBA Election of Officers
November is elections month for all LCBA positions President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and
one Trustee position.
If you are interested in becoming more involved with LCBA, please consider joining our board. All officials
are expected to attend every meeting along with planning, preparing and participating in all members meetings. The executive meeting is the last Thursday of every month to plan our upcoming events schedule.
Feel free to nominate a friend or yourself if you are interested in a position. Voting will take place at the
December Christmas Pot Luck Meeting.
Nominations are closed after the November members meeting.
Following are the job descriptions for each position:
President – Plan and lead meetings with the help of the executive committee, plan fair and outside functions
and activities, run executive meetings, suggest speakers for meetings, write presidents note to members for
BUZZZZ newsletter.
Vice President – Assist president in planning of meetings, fair and outside functions, lead meetings and
write notes when president isn’t able to, support, assist and vote on matters regarding LCBA.
Secretary –Take meeting minutes at regular and executive meetings, handle necessary correspondence,
mail or email notifications to potential beginner class sign ups, send out class notifications to media if needed, confirm speaker, other miscellaneous duties, submit minutes to executives for approval, submit final
minutes to BUZZZZ editor for newsletter, support, assist and vote on matters regarding LCBA.
Treasurer – Establish and maintain financial matters for the organization (writing checks for bills or other
expenses and payables), present reports at executive meetings regarding in-come and expenses, support,
assist and vote on matters regarding LCBA.
Trustee – Assist all positions if needed and support, assist and vote on matters regarding LCBA. This is a 3year term and only 1 position is available each year.

Remember, your vote counts!!
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Lorain County Beekeepers September 11th Mtg
LCBA’s Best Tasting Honey Contest
September 2020
And the winners are…….

1st Place: Sheri Oleyar
2nd Place: Dan Dubesa
3rd Place: Roger Konrad
Congratulations to Vince Dubesa !! September’s 50/50 Raffle
Winner
Don’t forget to get your tickets at every meeting!!!
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Lorain County Beekeepers September 11th Mtg
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2021 L.C.B.A. Membership Form

Name ______________________________________________
Phone______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City ___________________ State _______ Zip _____________
E-Mail _____________________________________________
Enclosed is $20.00 for each year membership desired which includes the newsletter
e-mailed. You must include your e-mail above.
Payment Enclosed $ _____________ Check # ____________
(cash / check / money order)
Please make checks payable to: Lorain County Beekeepers and mail to:
Gene Gargas, LCBA Treasurer, 2410 Brook Haven Lane, Hinckley, OH 44233
Information is also available at our website, www.loraincountybeekeepers.org. Memberships run
on a calendar year basis (January to December).
The above person / family has applied for membership in the Lorain County Beekeepers Assoc.
The adult members of the applicant family 18 yrs. and older are requested to take part in the annual association election of officers to conduct the regular business of the association. Youth members are welcome to join in on all other association activities.
The above person / family acknowledges that their contact information will be added to the membership list. This list is a controlled item and will be used only for L.C.B.A. business and will not be
used for any other purpose.
I acknowledge the risks involved in beekeeping activities which include and not limited to: stings,
falls, shock, allergic reactions and personal injury. I agree to hold harmless Lorain County Beekeepers Association free from any liability, including financial responsibility for injuries or property
damages, regardless of whether injuries are caused by negligence in the State of Ohio.

_____________________________________
Signature

_________________
Date
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To Promote Beekeeping through Education, Cooperation and any other Efficient Means

Located in Lorain County, Ohio, LCBA was founded in 1919 as a non-profit organization committed to educating the public about the value of honeybees and the impact honeybees have on our world. We provide
educational appearances upon request to schools and groups. LCBA encourages and mentors beginning beekeepers through scholarship programs for students along with adult education.

Monthly Meetings
When:

2nd Friday of each month, starting at 7:00pm to 9:30pm

Where:

Life Church
1033 Elm Street, Grafton, OH 44044

Did you know donations to LCBA are tax deductible???
Lorain County Beekeepers Association is now a 501c(3) organization. Any donations made to LCBA
are now tax deductible!!!

The BUZZZZ Advertising Fees
Members can place classified ads—maximum 4 lines (approx. 3/4 in by 3 3/4 inch) for free on a one
time basis. If the same ad places for more than 1 month, a fee will be charged. There is also a fee if
the ad is larger than the size listed above. Ads will run in the newsletter which is posted on the LCBA
website and distributed to our member circulation and billed for 12 issues.
Rates are as follows for adds provided by customer *LCBA Officers reserve the right, at their sole
discretion, to change, modify, add, or delete all or portions of ads for content. Terms and
policies to change.
1 (Full) page - $25.00 per month/issue

Any questions regarding advertising?

1/2 page ad - $18.00 per month/issue

Contact Lori Keleman at

1/4 page ad - $12.00 per month/issue

BuzzzzWorthy@gmail.com

1/8 page ad - $10.00 per month/issue
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Lorain County Beekeepers Association
26th Annual Beginner Beekeeping Class - 2021

Class Dates: Friday, March 5,12,19,26
Times: 7:00 - 9:00 pm
Location: Life Church, 1033 Elm Street, Grafton, OH 44044

March 5
March 12
March 19
March 26
April 9

Beekeeping Equipment
Managing your Beehive
First Two Months as a Beekeeper
Summer & Fall Management
Members Meeting

Cost: $50 – includes one-year membership for you and other family members living at the same address in the
LCBA along with monthly e-mail newsletter. Books will be available for an additional $23 fee during classes.

Membership also includes:
Hands on Field Day: When: Saturday, June 5, 2021,
Time: 10 am (rain or shine)
Location: Queen Rights Colonies
43655 SR 162, Spencer, OH
Bonus Class:

Fall Wrap Class - September 10, 2021, 7 - 9 pm
“Getting Your Bees Ready for Winter”
Location: Life Church
1033 Elm Steet, Grafton, OH 44044

FAQS:
* LCBA is a family membership. Spouse and children are welcome to attend classes and meetings

*
*
*
*

Year-round mentoring is available through your LCBA membership.
A beekeeping handbook and other items will be available for purchase during classes.
Enrollment form is available at www.loraincountybeekeepers.org and at class.
In case of inclement weather, check the website for updates.

www.loraincountybeekeepers.org

LORAIN COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

Page 11

The Buzzzz

2021 Beginner Beekeeping Class Enrollment Form
Please print legibly

Name _______________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________
City/State/Zip _________________________________________________
Phone _______________________________________________________
E-mail _______________________________________________________
Please make checks payable to: LCBA

$50.00 Cash_________ Check___________

$50 charge includes all family members living at the same address. Please list additional
family members that will be attending the class with you:
_______________________________________________________________
Please mail form with check to:
Lorain County Beekeepers Association,
c/o Audrey Gargas 2410 Brook Haven Lane Hinckley, OH 44233
Please contact me with any questions at gargas1@frontier.com allowing 24 hours for messages
to be returned.
The above person / family acknowledges that their contact information will be added to the
membership list. This list is a controlled item and will be used only for L.C.B.A. business and
will not be used for any other purposes.

I acknowledge the risks involved in beekeeping activities which include and not limited to:
stings, falls, shock, allergic reactions and personal injury. I agree to hold harmless Lorain
County Beekeepers Association from any liability, including financial responsibility for injuries or property damages, regardless of whether injuries are caused by negligence in the State
of Ohio.
___________________________________
Signature

_____________
Date
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LCBA Executive Meeting
September 24, 2020
Present: Denzil St. Clair, Larry Theurer, Gene Gargas, Marilyn Teeple, Joan Romick, Randy Leiby, Bren Leiby, Brenda
Theurer, Frank Keleman, Lori Keleman, Bill Vittori, Sheila St. Clair, Sherry Oleyar, Wendi Volkert, Audrey Gargas
Meeting called to order at 7:00
Denzil St. asked for approval of the August Executive Minutes, for 6, oppose 0. Minutes approved.
October 9 Members Meeting will be our Fall Banquet and Auction. Election of Officers nominations will open, and
nominations will be accepted for President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and one Trustee position will be open.
COVID guidelines for serving food that are in effect for that date will be followed. 47 people have RSVP’d for the banquet. Food will be provided by Flignors, roast beef, chicken cordon bleu, red skinned potatoes, green bean casserole,
salad, roll and butter. Joan Romick priced individual boxed meals versus buffet style with a big difference in the individual box cost. Delivery fee will be $25, hot box rental fee $20 with the total cost coming to $507. Gene Gargas
made a motion to have Flignors provide the food for the Fall Banquet. Larry Theurer seconded, for 6, oppose 0, motion passes. Joan Romick volunteered to be at the church at 5 pm, Flignors delivery should be at 5:30 pm and she will
return the hot boxes to Flignors on Saturday.
Marilyn Teeple, Wendi Volkert and Audrey Gargas volunteered to serve the food and will follow the COVID guidelines
that are in effect. It will be decided that day with the COVID rules how the food will be delivered. Set up at the hall
will be at 6 pm with the banquet beginning at 7 pm. Bill Vittori will check for paper supplies and drinks with LCBA
providing water and coffee. Audrey Gargas donated napkins and pre-wrapped silverware. Denzil St. Clair offered to
buy a chocolate cake from the “Hive Bakery” and Audrey Gargas will order.
We will have the auction and encourage all members, whether attending or not, to donate gently used items to the
raffle. This will need to be advertised in our newsletter, on FB and LCBA website.
November 13 – Jerry Hayes will be our guest speaker with the topic of “Things to Think About.” We will have our annual Chili Cook Off. This will also be our final date for board nominations.
December 11 – Christmas Potluck and White Elephant and voting on board nominations.
By-laws and Constitution – The new Bylaws and Constitution were voted in by our members at the September
meeting. Thank you to everyone who voted.
Birmingham Festival is canceled this year due to COVID.
Memorial Garden – Thank you to everyone who helped plant the memorial garden. Denzil St. Clair foresees a busy
spring and would like to see about doing the picnic tables this fall. Oct 3, sometime in the afternoon after the dew has
settled, we will meet at the church to start sanding and painting the picnic tables. Thank you to Larry Theurer who
used his discount to get 2 gallons of paint for us. Gene Gargas will see about getting the black or silver enamel paint
for the metal. Time will be set as the date gets closer and broadcasted to all members. Wendi Volkert volunteered to
water the garden this weekend and we will need to set up a watering schedule.
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Bee City – Sheila St. Clair, Denzil St. Clair, Bren Leiby and Randy Leiby met last week. Sheila St. Clair received information regarding “No Mow May’ where we encourage people to mow their yards minimally in May due to all the
great pollination available that month for the bees from their yards. This has been posted on our website and Face
Book and we can promote more in the spring.
Since we have been limited with COVID with the Wellington parade, First Fridays, etc., it was suggested we consider
a pollinator garden north of the town center by the old school. It was suggested we consider planting seed, buckwheat, canola plants or clover as a pollinator field. Joan Romick noted Maria Gardens is losing their property in
Avon and will get contact names to see if they are interested in the space. Randy Leiby will check to see who the
contact people in Wellington are for this project. Wendi Volkert will check to see if there are pollinator seed grants
available for planting empty land.
Dates for 2021 and possible topics:
January 8 – Honey Baking Contest and keep speaker local due to possible inclement weather.
February 12 – Soup Off, Bee Inspector Roundtable - Jon Reichel plus guest inspectors from Ohio
March 12 –
April 9 –
May 14 June 11 – open discussion at memorial hive following Field Day
July 9 - Mandatory Rules Meeting
August 13 – Fair Clean Up
September 10 –
October 8– Fall Banquet & Auction
November 12 – Chili Cook Off December 10 – Christmas Potluck and White Elephant
Topics suggested were Queen Rearing, Wax and Propolis, Pollen, Starting your own Business. Instructors that were
suggested were: Charles Linder, Ray Oliveraz, Albert Robertson, Dave Edwards, and Ben from New York. Everyone is
to bring topics and speakers suggestions to our next meeting, and we can check at the banquet for suggestions.
Wendi Volkert suggested we add a Honey Baking Contest for our January meeting. Good Idea Wendi!
Beginners Classes – Denzil St. Clair would like to continue Friday evening beginners’ classes in March as we have in
the past. He would like to have every Saturday in April as a hands-on experience in the Memorial Garden for the
new beekeepers, keeping the same instructors so the beginners receive the same information from week to week.
We would encourage some new apprentices, volunteers from the beginning classes to help with the garden.
Audrey Gargas will keep this on the agenda for us to review at future meetings.
Denzil St. Clair will see about getting an early package of bees from Carl Simpson to do a bee install at one of our
classes for the new students.
Audrey Gargas asked about bringing back the 4-H scholarship program we have sponsored in the past. Marilyn Teeple will get the 4-H bee project book for us to review in detail and suggested that we sponsor anyone interested in
the program by allowing them to attend our beginners class and being a member to LCBA. They would need to do
their project, attend classes, attend meetings, help at the fair during their first year to make sure they are committed
before we sponsor them with bees their second year. It was also suggested they may be able to help Jon Reichel
with the Grafton Solar Farm bees. We will review at our next meeting after looking at the project book.
Field Day – Several speakers were suggested, and Denzil St. Clair will make some phone calls. Sheila St. Clair was
very happy to report a gentleman was in the shop last week who makes Honey Ice Cream. She asked if he would be
interested in making ice cream for our Field Day and he agreed. LCBA will provide the supplies and he will provide
the labor and equipment. Audrey Gargas will contact Banjo Man, so he has the date.
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Treasurer’s Report – Gene Gargas submitted the treasurers report with the last months bank activity given. Larry Theurer made a motion to accept the treasurers report, Marilyn Teeple seconded, for 6, opposed 0, motion
passes.
Gene Gargas made a motion to pay the bill of $246.19 for the design, set up, artwork, printing, and shipping of 2
banners for the “Alice in Honeyland” booth for next couple years. Randy Leiby seconded, for 6, opposed 0 motion passes.
Newsletter Report – Lori Keleman would like all newsletter submissions by October 4. Gene Gargas and Lori
Keleman discussed the advertising ads we have in our newsletter. There has never really been a set procedure
as to who bills for the ads, who is advertising and the size and price of the ad. They would like to review at the
next meeting and set a schedule of invoices that will begin in January 2021.
Lori Keleman has an article on Foulbrood for our next newsletter.
Building Fund – Sheila St. Clair has no activity to report.
Grafton Solar Farm – No update. Jon Reichel will contact us when he is ready for the banner.
T-shirt Fundraiser – Sheila St. Clair will check with Nancy Dadas regarding the fundraiser. She will order t-shirts
for her and bring to the meeting to show everyone. Lori Keleman asked if she could do hoodies since we are
going into fall.
Beekeeper Hive Problem – The problem beehives seem to be coming along with the queens and thank you to
our volunteer beekeeper who has been helping with them.

New Business
Virgil Muntean passed away on August 9, after a short illness. Our condolences to Maureen and his family.
Fred Nemeth, past President of LCBA, recently passed away. Our condolences to Blanche and his family.
It was suggested that we somehow remember our beekeepers who pass away. Audrey Gargas had a picture of
the memorials they do in the sunflower patches. Lori Keleman will check with a manufacturer to see what the
cost would be for memorial posts.
Display case for fair – Lacey Postlethwaite found a 4-foot, 3 story plexiglass display case for sale and suggested
we purchase it for our fair booth. It as $75 and last checked down to $37. She will check to see if it is still available and purchase if it is.
Video Library – Bill Vittori wanted to know what we are going to do with our DVD video library since new beekeepers are using the internet as reference for bee information and problems. It was suggested to raffle it off at
our auction.
Larry Theurer made a motion at adjourn the meeting, Marilyn Teeple seconded, meeting adjourned at 9:12 pm.
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Lorain County Beekeepers Fall Banquet and Auction
Do you have gently used or new items that you just
don’t need or want???
Think about donating them to LCBA for the Fall Banquet
Auction! If you’re not attending, please let a Board
Member know, and we’ll be happy to get them!
All proceeds go to the LCBA Building Fund, so join us for
an evening of delicious food and fun. Who knows, you
may just find the treasure you’ve be looking for!
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Lorain County Beekeepers Upcoming Events
LCBA will be sponsoring our annual CHILI COOK OFF at our next members meeting on Friday, November 13 at 7 pm. Come and sample our different styles of
chili and then sit back and enjoy Jerry Hayes from Bee Culture speak on “Things
to Think About.”

Attendees will vote on the best tasting chili, with 1st prize being $40, 2nd prize
$30 and 3rd prize $20.
So, pull out those recipe books and crock pots! Bring us your favorite version of
chili whether its turkey, white bean, Cincinnati or good ole tomato-based chili!
Spicy hot or cool as a cucumber flavors welcomed! Let us be the judge!
All participants will need to bring a serving spoon and a copy of their recipe. All
recipes will be published in the December newsletter!

Good Luck to all participants! Please arrive by 6:45 to set up your crock pot so
tastings can begin at 7 pm.
Remember that Memorial Hive Honey is always available for purchase at all LCBA
Meeti
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Lorain County Beekeepers Upcoming Events
LCBA will be refinishing the picnic tables at Life Church on
Saturday, October 10 at 3 pm.
Please come and join us if you have time. We will need, belt
sanders, sanders, sandpaper, brushes, rollers, clean up paint
supplies and clean up cloths.
We have the paint already. Please RSVP to Audrey
at gargas1@frontier.com if you are able to attend! See you
there!
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Please remember to patronize our advertisers!!!!
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IMPORTANT LCBA CONTACTS
President

Denzil St. Clair

(440)647-2602 info@queenrightcolonies.com

Vice President

Larry Theurer

(216)741-3798 larry1724@aol.com

Secretary

Audrey Gargas

(216)534-6195 gargas1@frontier.com

Treasurer

Gene Gargas

(330)273-6308 gargas1@frontier.com

Trustee

Randy Leiby

(440)381-1956 RDLeiby@hotmail.com

Trustee

Joann Romick

(440)366-0444 jromick277@gmail.com

Trustee

Marilyn Teeple

(440)355-4419 teeppeop@aol.com

Fair Chairman

Sherry Oleyar

(440)452-0613 sherry.oleyar@gmail.com

Building Fund Director

Sheila St. Clair

(440)647-2602 info@queenrightcolonies.com

Event Photographer

Bren Leiby

(440)381-1145 brenhono77@yahoo.com

Buzzzz Editor

Lori Keleman

(440)748-6204 buzzzzworthy@gmail.com

Video Librarian

Bill Vittori

(440)323-4942 billv99@prodigy.net

Membership Coordinator

Gene Gargas

(330)273-6308 gargas1@frontier.com

