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Many improvements coming to MCHS 

 Board members and volunteers are 

working hard moving cases, building shelves, 

cataloguing items, and developing new exhibits at 

the historical society.  Carol Claesges, Secretary 

and Curator, is putting together a music exhibit 

that will be fun for visitors to view.  Sheôs shown 

on the left with some of the items that will be 

included in the display including a 1930s juke box 

and wax cylinder Victrola.   

 Carol is also, with the help of other 

volunteers, working hard to get every item 

catalogued and to identify its location so it is 

easier to find. Finally, after almost a decade of 

consideration, volunteers will begin inputting the 

collection items into Past Perfect, a museum 

software system that will greatly improve 

collection records and accessibility.  It will be a 

slow process, but well worth it in the end. 

 Right, Board members Norma Weisbrod and 

Jo Groskreutz worked on recording and identifying 

hats in the collection of MCHS.  An ongoing 

process, MCHS has an extensive collection of 

historical clothing items and textiles.  Over the past 

few years, the society has purchased acid free tissue 

paper and boxes to protect the items from 

deterioration.  One of the plans for new exhibits is 

to change them on a regular basis so that visitors 

can see more of the artifacts that people have 

donated.   

Upcoming events 
 
May 31 1:30 PM Itôs Daylight in the Swamps 
lumberjack program (see inside for more info) 
June 13 Strawberry Sociable 
July 8-12 Marquette County Fair 
July 23 6 PM Indian Trail Tree presentation 
Oct date to be announced Oxford Paranormal Society 
November 11 MCHS Annual Meeting 
November 27, 28 Cookie Walk 
Watch the Marquette County Tribune and our 

Facebook page for updated information about these 
events  
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ñIt's Daylight in the Swamps!ò   

A Musical Tribute to the Lumberjacks 

     Ironwood based singer/storyteller Bill Jamerson, will present an hour-
long musical tribute to the Wisconsin lumberjacks on Sunday May 31, at 
the Marquette County Historical Society at 1:30 pm.  The program is free 
and open to the public. Donations are encouraged.  The presentation is as 
entertaining as it is important; as honest as it is fun. It's about people both 
ordinary and extraordinary, with stories of strength, wit and charm. 
     With guitar in hand and dressed as a lumberjack, Jamerson sings 
traditional lumberjack songs and tells stories about life in the lumber 
camps.  He takes his audience on a musical journey with songs about 
working in the woods, living in a bunkhouse, the hardships of river 
drives, the importance of camp food, and going into town in spring.  
      Most of the lumberjacks were newly arrived immigrants who brought 
a zest for living and a hunger for the American dream. The majority came 
to America to become homesteaders.  Many lumberjacks who acquired 
property for farming, continued to spend their winters working in the 
logging camps for extra income.  Jamerson shares stories he learned from 
his grandfather and from others who either worked in the woods or had 
family members work as lumberjacks. 
     Jamerson's program includes traditional lumberjack songs that were 
passed from camp to camp. Some of the songs include, A Lumberjackôs 
Life, which tells of the hardships of working in the cold. Jack Haggerty is 
the story of a broken-hearted river man, and Jolly Shanty Boy explores 
the revelry when lumberjacks blew into town. A Shanty Boy in the Pines 
tells of the many jobs in the woods, while Shanty Boy Wins tells of the rivalry between farmers and lumberjacks. The 
songs range from foot stomping jigs to soulful ballads. 
     Jamerson produced eleven historical documentaries for Michigan Public Television, a CD of songs and historical 
novel about the Civilian Conservation Corps. For more information about this program, please visit his website at 
www.billjamerson.com or call the historical society at 296-4700. 

Two of the new exhibits at MCHS are the Briggsville, left, and the 
redone Veterans, below.  Volunteer Cheryl Ritchie redid the 
Veterans exhibit for MCHS.  The Fire Department exhibit has also 
been redone.   Stop by to see these and other changes being made at 
the museum.   


