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Message from the President

Man we are blessed! I look around and not only are we in an incredible craft but we are surrounded by great people.
We have incredible resources from every corner and just about every person is eager to share. I want to thank the taw
for giving me the chance to help move the club forward. I have some big shoes to fill because the guys in the past
have done a great job. I think with some of my
ideas, some work, and the help of all of you guys
we can continue to build a club were proud of.
Mostly the thing I like most about the TAW is that it
is your club. Keeping in this idea, I want to spend
some time on suggestions. If you have an idea or
suggestion that you would like to see then please
don’t hesitate to contact me so we can take a look.
Above all else just get in the shop! (That has been
the hardest for me in the past) Plan small projects.
The thing that helps me the most is not to plan shop
time. Just spend those small amounts of time and
turn a few minute item as a workout. Make a top, a
small bowl, a honey dipper! They will keep your
skills fresher and your mind on turning. Then when you have bigger blocks of time for a project you will be fired up.
To add to it keep the item in your pocket and just give it to someone at the store or the bank. Then you’ll get to talk
turning! It’s a win win.
Thanks again, David Rush--woodnut36@comcast.net
TAW February 5, 2013 meeting minutes
Jeff Brockett called the meeting to order.
Visitors were Dave White, Richard Sherwood, and Keyton Rush.
There were 57 attendees at the meeting.
Jeff Brockett gave a symposium recap.
Jeff Brockett explained the scholarship process.
Jeff Brockett explained the AAW insurance and TAW insurance policies.
Ross Rangaard announced Jeff Brockett as the TAW 2013 Charles Alvis scholarship winner and John Downton as the
TAW 2013 James Haddon scholarship winner.
Mike Zinser and David Sapp announced the slate of candidates for TAW officers and directors
TAW officer and director election was held and following are the newly elected positions:
David Rush – President
Dave Dickinson – Vice President
John Whitenack – Secretary
Jerry Weygandt – Treasurer
Brett Corrieri – Newsletter editor
John Lucas- Director
Ross Rangaard – Director
Tom Doyle – Director
Jeff Brockett – immediate past president to serve as officer and board advisor
Jacob Truax and Mike Zinser volunteered to coordinate snacks for meetings
Jeff Brockett discussed Al Stirt May 18 demonstration.
Lou Mineweaser drew President’s Challenge winner.
March President’s Challenge project is burl.
Jeff asked for Instant Gallery items.
David Sapp discussed 2013 Turn for the Troops
Lou Mineweaser introduced John Lucas as the February demonstrator.
FEBRUARY 2013
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Challenged
A Year of Woodturning Growth
By: Signor Benedick

I got a scholarship through the TAW in February and used it
to take a class with Alan and Mary Lacer at Arrowmont. As
part of the deal with the scholarship I could either
demonstrate or write an article. Since I’m good at writing
and not so much at woodturning, I decided on the article.
But I didn’t want to just write an article about Arrowmont;
that’s been done
before. In fact, two
people wrote
articles about
Arrowmont this
year. I want to write
an article about
what this club has
meant to me. This
is my thank you to
all of the members
who are helping me
develop as a
craftsman.
I started
woodturning when I
was fourteen. My
grandfather, who
was an old school
shop teacher,
noticed me
sneaking into his
shop, so he put me
in front of the ‘safest’ tool there and started me off doing
some spindles. The next year I was turning bowls—with a
roughing gauge. Well, so much for safety, eh? Thus began
a love affair with woodturning. When my uncle finally
‘gave’ me my Shopsmith about five years ago, I was ready
to start turning full time. Boy was I excited! But after my
second or third roughing-gauge turned bowl, I got a catch
that mercilessly tore a chunk off my piece. I tried again a
few weeks later on another piece and, well, ruined it too.
What was I doing wrong? Fortunately I found out about
the TAW and went to some Saturday sessions. And
realized that I knew NOTHING. What, you mean you don’t
turn bowls with roughing gauges? What do you mean all
I’m doing is scraping, not cutting? Where does one begin
unlearning all of one’s bad habits?
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Rather than figure it out, for a long time I just gave up. I
didn’t have a grinder or a Wolverine jig. I spent most of my
time making furniture. It was almost a year before I was
able to round out my shop and get back into turning. By
then I’d forgotten what I’d learned during those preliminary
forays into the TAW.
So to come back to where I began: August 2011. I was
interested in turning but unsure where to begin. I figured if I
ever wanted to turn again I was going to have to reconnect
with the TAW. I went back; it had been months. Then I saw
Bill Tucker manning the library table and decided to talk to
him. He asked me
what I’d been
turning and I
confessed, rather
glumly, that I hadn’t
turned anything in a
long time. I didn’t
know where to
begin. I was so out
of practice I didn’t
think I could turn at
all. “So why don’t
you come to my
shop and I’ll show
you?” he said.
Starting there, I
began to turn again.
I went to the turn
and learn sessions,
I talked with the
other turners, and I
even demonstrated
at TACA with
butterflies in my stomach. It didn’t help that I was turning
next to Jimmy Greenwood and John Lucas. I was even
asked to be on the TAW board (they must be desperate).
So over Christmas break I wrote an essay about why I
wanted to get a scholarship. I told them that I wanted to be
more active in the club, but felt I needed a little extra
training to rise up to the quality of my peers.
I was able to get the scholarship and learn from Alan Lacer,
but what did the most for my improvement over the course
of this year has been my personal drive. A lot of that was
spurred by Jeff’s President’s Challenges.
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missed the March meeting and didn’t have to embarrass
myself by showing the piece.

I completed three challenges in 2011, but for 2012 I
decided that I would take Jeff’s challenge. I would make
April—Plant-Like
something for every single month and I would try something Honestly, the ugly chalice would have been more plant-like.
new on each one of those
I didn’t have a whole lot of
pieces. Each piece would
time in March to turn, but I did
show the club that I was
try a new technique. I had
improving due to them.
seen an article on eccentric
Christmas tree ornaments
January—
when I was thinking of gifts
New Beginnings
but had never tried it out. I
My new beginning had been
made it out of Bradford pear
in August, but that didn’t stop
and it turned out beautifully.
me from making a beautiful
This was a first for me in skew
spalted maple box. I didn’t
technique (getting good Vknow what I was doing, but
cuts), tapering, and eccentric
hey, I’d seen the TAW
turning. I’m very pleased with
masters do it often enough
how it turned out and I would
that I could try, right? Ray
like to try this particular piece
Sandusky’s comment was: “It
again, especially knowing all
moved on you, didn’t it?” Yes
the skew chisel techniques
it did. I learned that boxes
Alan Lacer taught me.
are best made from dry wood. Later, Alan Lacer taught me
that I’d made the box face-grained, like two bowls. He
May—Textured
taught me how to make boxes the right way.
I had been making ‘magic wands’ for some time. For the
textured piece, I wanted to do a wand but I didn’t know how
February—Jewels
to texture. A little research found me an article on using
For the February challenge I made a goblet with a captive
screw drivers to make indentations. I turned a beautiful
ring. I learned that goblets should not be turned with green wand out of soft maple and used a star-shaped driver to put
wood if you want them to stay
series of tiny stars into the guards
straight. Second, Alan Lacer
around the handle. I learned that I
taught me the correct way to make
liked texturing, but it’s perhaps best
an end-grain piece. Now I can
to use a liquid finish rather than
make decent goblets without
wax. Wax gets stuck in the
spending half an hour smoothing
indentations.
out my lines with sixty-grit
sandpaper.
June—Handled
In former years I had made a few
March—Artistic
gavels. They turned out fine. I
Sorry, I must have misread this as
figured that now that I was better I
‘autistic.’ The March challenge
could do a better one, right? Using
piece was my least favorite. It
some walnut, I turned out the head,
started out as a spalted hackberry
and then turned out the handle.
bowl, which I bottomed out when I
The handle was beautiful. The
went to sand it. Rather than
head was adequate. The problem
throwing it away, which I should
was, when I dry-fit the handle, it
have, I glued it to a piece of walnut
didn’t line up right. I made another
and turned the walnut. So far so
head. Again, the handle was offgood, but I decided to put another
kilter. So I scraped the whole idea
goblet into the bowl and make the
and I’m so glad I did. Rather than
bowl into a chalice itself. The end
just repeat something I’d already
result is hideous. What did I learn?
done three times, I decided to get
Don’t do this again! I’m glad that I
inspired by the TAW. Someone had
4
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made a hollow, egg-shaped Christmas ornament in
November of 2010’s demonstration. I took what I
remembered from his demonstration and turned a large
hollow egg to make a maraca. I tried a few different fillings
but pennies worked the best. The maraca may very well
have been my favorite challenge piece and I definitely felt
my skills had been put to the test. The most important
lesson from this challenge was to always dry fit before
gluing.
July—Patriotic
Pat Mantraga demonstrated the weed pot in June, and
when I was at Arrowmont learning from the Lacers I crept
into the studio in the evening and turned out a weed pot of
my own, incorporating the micro beads that they’d taught
me, some of the v-cuts,
and the planning cuts
with the skew. I felt
good about this piece,
but I learned to be extra
careful using a planning
cut on a tapered
surface. If I hadn’t
learned this lesson, the
weed pot would have
kept its more pleasing
original dimensions…
Hey, it’s a design
opportunity!
August—Pyrography
I have used a
woodburner before, but
never on a rounded
surface. The piece of
ash that I used to make
this little bowl sat out
too long and checked before I could get it turned. To cover
the checking I packed each crack with coffee grounds and
filled it in with CA glue. I found a picture of a mockingbird in
a birch tree because mockingbirds have been the bane of
my existence ever since I started trying to grow a garden.
As it happened, the angular lines of the birch in the picture
blended well with the coffee-filled cracks.
September—Leaves
After I got back from Arrowmont, I was eager to make some
boxes. I took some 8/8 walnut stock and made an
adorable little walnut box. I wanted to use a Dremmel to
carve out the leaves, but found that the Harbor Freight
rotary tool is woefully inadequate. To salvage my work, I
carved out the leaves with the more familiar carving chisels.
I credit Alan Lacer for the techniques for making the box,
especially the micro-beads on the lid and finial.
January, 2013
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October—Halloween
At the June turn-and-learn, I asked Mike Zinser if he could
show me how to make a platter. We made one together.
Back home, I did exactly as he taught me and came out
with a beautiful walnut platter. I got my cousin to design a
Halloween cat, which I copied to the platter and shaded in
the circle around it with a woodburner, something I’d never
done before. So this challenge was two-fold: a new type of
turning technique and a new type of wood-burning
technique.
November—Christmas Ornament
In October the demonstrator showed us how to do a hollow
ornament that was made exactly like a box. This
demonstration was
especially useful
because I needed
something to make for
everyone for whom I’d
made birdhouses last
year. Also, I learned
how to hollow using a
detailing gouge,
whereas Alan Lacer had
told us to use a
roundnose scraper.
Having used both
techniques, I can’t say
that I prefer one over
the other. It’s nice to be
able to draw from
multiple angles. I
turned two ornaments
before completing the
challenge piece, which I
turned from some
repurposed ash that my grandfather had used as
wheelbarrow handles.
In closing, 2012 has been a great woodturning year. I have
improved by leaps and bounds, not only from the class I
took with the Lacers, but because of the advice and help
from the turners of TAW.
I’d like to thank David Sapp for helping me with my finishes,
Ray Sandusky and Jimmy Greenwood for inspiring
improvement in my finials, Lou Mineweizer for helping get
the demonstrations together, Mike Zinser for help in the
turn-and-learn sessions, and most of all to Bill Tucker for
getting me back into turning and Jeff Brockett for
challenging me to be better. To the rest of the club, thank
you for letting me turn with you all.
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Continuing
Education

1560 Craft Center Drive
Smithville, TN 37166
615.597.6801
www.tntech.edu/craftcenter/
workshops/
Our own TAW member will be
teaching...
May 10-12
Platters with a Plan with Pat
Matranga
Fee: $330 Materials Fee: $20
Skill Level: Beginning to
Intermediate
Description: Learn how to make a
design plan, execute it, and create
a beautiful platter. Participants in
this workshop will leave class
with one to three finished pieces.
May 19 - 24
Turn, Carve, and Color
Al Stirt
Fee: $550
Skill Level: Intermediate
Description: This workshop will
focus on “extracting” bowl and
platter forms from both green and
dry wood. Participants will play
with creating pure turned forms,
as well as bowls incorporating
carving, texture and color.
Everyone will go home with some
new techniques and design ideas
to use in creating their own
original work.
July 19 - 21
Simple and Creative Production
Techniques
Paul Ferrell
Fee: $330 Materials Fee: $20
Skill Level: Beginning to
Intermediate
Description: This workshop will
be using production studio
methods to refine and simplify
large and small turning projects
such as bowls, candleholders, oil
lamps, boxes, etc.
6
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ARROWMONT
SCHOOL OF ARTS &
CRAFTS

556 Parkway · Gatlinburg, TN 37738
865.436.5860
April 11-14
You Can Turn a Bowl
Warren Carpenter
$350 + $50 registration fee
June 9-15
Pen Making- Creating Fine
Writing Instruments
Barry Gross
$350 + $50 registration fee
June 9-15
Off the Lathe-Onto the Wall
Nick Agar
$550+$50 Registration Fee
Explore endless possibilities that
will take your woodturning
imagination to new levels. This
workshop will delve into the
realm of reconstructed turnings,
wall sculptures and "wall jewelry"
for creating sculptural aspects in
wood turned art. Techniques will
include multi-center turning,
various chucking techniques,
carving, cutting and reassembling
work plus various surface
enhancements including burning,
bronzing, airbrushing, coloring
and ceramic effects. Projects will
include wall sculptures,
deconstructed bowls, imaginary
sculpture and decorated vessels
with lids. Design, safety, tool
handling and sharpening will also
be covered. This class is suitable
for intermediate and advanced
students.

JOHN C. CAMPBELL
FOLK SCHOOL
One Folk School Road
Brasstown, NC 28902
828.837.2775

February 3-9
It’s Hip to Turn Square
Jamie Donaldson
Bowls don't have to be round!
Explore this concept as we cover a
broad range of turning
fundamentals including tool
selection, sharpening, and
material preparation. The
versatile side-ground bowl gouge
will be emphasized. Square bowls
and other turning variations will
add to your enjoyment and skill
development. Prior woodturning
experience is advised, but not
necessary.
$594 + $40 materials
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MARC ADAMS
SCHOOL OF
WOODWORKING
5504 E 500 N | Franklin, Indiana
46131 | Phone: 317-535-4013

June 3-7
Multi-Axis Turning With Mark
Sfirri
Cost: $725
Materials: $40
This workshop will be based
around multi-axis turning
between centers which can be
used by both furniture makers
and avid woodturners. Mark will
cover basic straight spindle
turning techniques and
techniques that are specific to
multi-axis work. One of the key
issues that will be addressed is
how to get good results with an
interrupted cut, something that is
basic to multi-axis turning. Mark
will cover tool sharpening for the
three basic tools that he uses: a
detail gouge, a 5/8 bowl gouge
(yes a bowl gouge for spindle
turning), and a 1 roughing gouge.
All of Marks work is done
without the use of any special
chucks, just a cup or safe center in
the headstock (no spur centers)
and a cup center, live center in the
tail stock. He will begin with a
1700s pad foot leg, discussing
layout and process, and then
demonstrate a number of other
projects that utilize this technique
to produce objects that may not be
readily identifiable as turned.
Throughout the week he will also
demonstrate how to use shaping
and carving techniques to further
embellish your turned objects.
Students will have a lot of time to
practice all of these techniques
throughout the week.
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From the Editor

Woodturning Links

Articles are due Monday, March 18th for the February
newsletter and should be submitted to Brett Corrieri @
bcorrieri@gmail.com .

A S S O C I AT I O N S A N D C L U B S
American Association of Woodturners: www.woodturner.org
Tennessee Association of Woodturners www.tnwoodturners.org

Member Projects

Duck River Woodturners Club, Columbia, TN
www.duckriverwoodturners.com

If you have a woodturning project that you would like to
showcase to our club members, you can send me detailed
information about your project with pictures.

Tri-State Woodturners Club, Chattanooga, TN www.tristatewoodturners.org

Members Questions & Answers

SCHOOLS

Members are asked to submit woodturning, finishing and tool
questions to our resident experts to answer. There are no dumb
questions, someone else in the club may have had the same
questions.

Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts, Gatlinburg, TN, 1-865-436-5860
www.arrowmont.org
John C. Campbell Folk School, Brasstown, NC www.folkschool.org
Appalachian Center for Crafts, Smithville, TN www.tntech.edu/craftcenter
Marc Adams School of Woodworking, Franklin, IN www.marcadams.com

Classified Ads
Ads for woodturning and woodworking related items are free
to members. Send detailed information with pictures.
Wood to Turn
Do you have wood, need wood or know about wood that is
available for turning? Let me know and I’ll pass it along.

V E N D O R S & S U P P O RT E R S
Woodcraft of Nashville, 615-599-9638 www.woodcraft.com
Got Wood? www.turningblanks.net
John Jordan www.johnjordanwoodturning.com
Hunter Tool Company www.hunterwoodturningtool.com
Easy Wood Tools www.easywoodtools.com
Big Monk Lumber www.bigmonklumber.com
Thompson Lathe Tools www.thompsonlathetools.com
Lyle Jamieson www.lylejamieson.com

Tennessee Association of Woodturners

The TAW held officer and board of director elections on February 5, 2013. Following is the updated contact
information for the newly elected officers and board members:
Secretary--John Whitenack – johnthebaptist@rocketmail.com
These changes are effective immediately. Future club communications will be sent via the Constant
Contact email service and will be from John Whitenack – johnthebaptist@rocketmail.com. You will need to
set this as a favorite in your email to avoid having it swept up in your spam filter.

Email Club Questions to:

woodnut36@comcast.net
or Mail to

TAW
P.O. Box 158296
Nashville, TN 37215
Check out the Website!
www.tnwoodturners.org

David Rush!
Dave Dickinson!
Jerry Weygandt!
John Whitenack!
Brett Corrieri!
Bill Tucker!
John Lucas!
Ross Rangaard!
Tom Doyle!
Myra Orton!
Andy Woodward!
Dick Hatchell!
Jerry Prosise !
Jeﬀ Brockett!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Board of Directors

President term expires Feb 2015!
!
Vice President term expires Feb 2015! !
Treasurer term expires Feb 2015!
!
Secretary term expires Feb 2015!
!
Newsletter editor serves as volunteer! !
Librarian serves as a volunteer!
!
Newly elected director term expires Feb 2016!
Newly elected director term expires Feb 2016!
Newly elected director term expires Feb 2016!
Director term expires at end of 2013 ! !
Director term expires 2014! !
!
Director term expires 2014! !
!
Director term expires 2014! !
!
Advisor! !
!
!
!

woodnut36@comcast.net
dmdickins@sbcglobal.net
jerry8221@gmail.com
johnthebaptist@rocketmail.com
bcorrieri@gmail.com
bill@oldhickorystick.com
johnclucas@charter.net
ross.randgaard@gmail.com
tadoyle41@aol.com
myraorton@bellsouth.net
adledandy@gmail.com
dickhatchell@hughes.net
jprosise@bellsouth.net
woodwackerjeﬀ@aol.com

The Tennessee Association of Woodturners is a local chapter of the American Association of Woodturners. Our
purpose is to provide a meeting place for local turners to share ideas and techniques and to educate the general
public regarding the art of turning. The TAW meets the first Tuesday of each month at the Tennessee Baptist
Children's Home, off of 1310 Franklin Road in Brentwood, TN and periodically sponsors local exhibitions and
demonstrations as well as an annual symposium.
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Mahoney Was Here
Woodturners looking for gold in a pot
Got their chance at the Franklin Marriott.
The 2013 TAW Symposium provided a
connection
For Turners looking for Perfection.
To the numerous event volunteers…
congratulations!
You provided attendees tremendous
satisfaction.
Confirmation of this was conveyed
As we marked “excellent, #4” on our
Surveys.
Jimmy Clewes said “lots of money you
spend”
As he asked “why did you decide to attend?
His audience rowdily began to clap and cheer
As one person answered “because Mike
Mahoney is here.
Who to see next?…the planners eliminated
that frustration
By providing well planned choices for each
rotation.
We had 16 subjects, from which to choose.
Provided by Biggs, Jordan, Lucas, Mahoney,
or Clewes.
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You could see how this Obsession pays
By looking at the Instant Gallery displays.
If making screw on lids, you have dreaded
You should have seen the lid Mike Mahoney
threaded.
Dixie Biggs carves, sands, colors, and burns
her wood.
Treatments like Dixie does, is what I wish I
could.
Charming British style, wit, creative mind
and magnetic personality.
Jimmy Clewes’ teaches a method of
practicality.
Watch John Jordan turn and refine his pieces
to see he is enthusiastic.
John is best described as high dollar pieces,
sarcastic, and artistic.
I suppose if you insist on finding any hitches
or glitches
You could complain about the $11
sandwiches.
Planning has already begun for next years
thrill
As we anticipate, Bosch, Fisher, Herzog, and
Dill
By: Jim Mason--3241 Circle Drive
Hopkinsville, KY 42240

There were Peoples Choice items galore.
Makes it difficult to choose which one to
vote for?
There were numerous items we called
Auction donations
Which help with the club’s charitable
obligations.
Vendors were hawking supplies, wood,
schools, and tools
Just for the desires of we woodturning fools.
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Back Page
For Sale-Offered for your consideration and turning pleasure is a
nearly new Jet 1642 - 2 horse, 220v, which is a
significant increase in power over the 1 1/2 horse. This
lathe is only 4 years old and still has a year left on the
original warranty and it runs like a dream. I've upgraded,
and for $1800, you can too.
Contact Bill Tucker at 615-889-7356 or
bill@oldhickorystick.com

For Sale: 1 1/4-8
threaded rod nut and
washer - $25.00 contact
Fred Takacs.
maryjdewey@comcast.net
Featured Video of the
Month
Captain Eddie

TAW library rules
The TAW has an extensive library of
books, magazines and DVDs that
are available for members to check
out. Members may check out any of
the media for a period of two
months. Members who do not
return an item after two months will
be sent one reminder notice that the
item must be returned. If a member
does not return an item the third
month they will be charged a fee of
$25 to replace the item. This
change in policy is a result of many
items which have not been returned
and to cover the cost of replacing
missing items.
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