Torah Wellsprings

1

TorahWellsprings

Parshas - Chayei Sarah
Most Precious Commodity

package of money into the sea, people
would consider him insane. Even more
insane is someone who throws a drop
of his time away, and engages in
devarim beteilim..."

he Midrash (Bereishis Rabba 58:3)
states, "Reb Akiva was teaching
Torah and saw that his students were
falling asleep. To awaken them, he
asked, "Why was Esther queen over 127
Similarly, the Yaaras Dvash (2:10)
countries? It's because her ancestor Sarah
writes, "No, my sons. It's not good that
lived 127 years."
we waste precious time with foolish
The Chidushei HaRim zt'l explains this things that have no value… At night,
lesson awakened the students because it they waste their time…and when the sun
taught them to utilize each minute of life rises, they roll over from side to side and
to its fullest. Had Sarah, chas veshalom, miss the last zeman tefillah. One sin
leads on to the next…"
wasted a year of her life, or squandered
parts of a year, her descendent, Esther,
In another location, the Yaaras Dvash
wouldn’t rule over the 127 countries.
writes (1:4) "My brothers, please,
The Chidushei HaRim elaborates, "Each awaken from your sleep. Don’t waste
week of Sarah's life granted Esther a city. precious time with the foolishness of the
Each hour granted Esther a town, worth world, such as idle talk, discussing wars
thousands. This means that when one (who will win and who will lose)
oversleeps he's losing thousands of hunting, or frolicking around with other
rubles!" This jolted Reb Akiva's students, forms of emptiness. These are deeds
for they became aware of what they can fitting for princes, but why should you
earn with time, and that there's no greater waste precious time on them? It's very
loss than lost time.
foolish to exchange the true world for a
world of falsehood. How can one not pay
About Avraham, it states (24:1) íäøáàå
attention to lost time? If one is destined
íéîéá àá ï÷æ, "Avraham was old, coming
to die on a certain day, and someone
with days…" This also indicates that
offers him millions if he agrees to die
he utilized every moment of his life
one day earlier, I know that he won't
for avodas Hashem. He came with all
accept the money, regardless of the large
his days.
amount of money that he's being offered.
In a letter, the Yismach Moshe zt'l, So, if a day of life is so precious to you,
encouraged his son to be cautious not how do you waste a day with idleness?
to waste time. He writes, "'ä ïòîì, For … He is the shotah stated in Chazal
Hashem's sake, distance yourself from (Chagigah 4) who loses everything that's
batalah, idleness, as distant as a shot given to him. Because time is a precious
arrow… If a person would throw a gift from Hashem; with time one can
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know Hashem, attain perfection and
correct one's deeds. With time one can
attain the eternal world, because all
perfection is attained specifically from
this world…"
People tell the following mashal:
Someone came to a cemetery and started
reading the headstones: "Here lies Reb
Shimon ben Dovid. He lived two years."
Most matzeivos stated that the niftar
lived only one or two years. The oldest
among them was the matzeivah of the
rav of the town. His headstone read,
"Here lies the rav of our city… He was
ten years old when he died."
"What's this all about?" he wondered.
"Was there an epidemic in the city, and
everyone died young? And how could it
be that the rav of the city was only ten
years old?"

explained: "Chazal (Brachos 18:) say,
íéúî íéàåø÷ íäééçá íéòùø, 'resha'im are called
dead, even when they are alive.' True,
they are living, but they are as good as
the dead, because they aren't using their
time productively, for Torah and
mitzvos. Regarding learning and keeping
Torah it states (Mishlei 9:11), åáøé éá éë
êéîé, 'With me you will live long.'
Ultimately, only the moments used for
Hashem is called living."
The Gemara (Yoma 86:) teaches, äìåãâ
íãà ìù åéîé úëøàîù äáåùú, "Teshuvah is
great, for it lengthens the lifespan of
man." The Tzlach explains that teshuvah
doesn't add more years to a person's
life; teshuvah resurrects and fixes all the
dead days – days that weren't considered
live. Before one does teshuvah he has
many dead days, which aren't counted
as part of his life. When one does
teshuvah with love (äáäàî äáåùú) his sins
become mitzvos, and his past days
becomes revitalized and resurrected, and
are now counted as part of his life. This
is how teshuvah "lengthens the lifespan
of man." 1

He came into town and asked the wise
men for an explanation. They told him,
"In this city, we don’t write when a
person died, we write the amount of
years the person lived. Only the hours
used for Torah, tefillah, and mitzvos are
considered living. We count the amount
of hours he designated and devoted for
On the words äøù ééç åéäéå, the Midrash
Torah and tefillah, and that's what we
(Bereishis Rabba 58:1) brings the pasuk
write on the headstone. Sometimes, a
(Tehillim 37:18)
...íéîéîú éîé 'ä òãåé,
long life adds up to just about a year…"
"Hashem knows the days of the complete
The visitor city didn’t understand. "Why ones…" The Midrash explains: íäù íùë
do you say that he only lived for a year? íéîéîú íúåðù êë íéîéîú, "As they are whole,
so are their days whole." The days of the
He lived much longer."
The wise men of the town saw that they righteous are whole because they use
must elaborate some more, so they every moment to serve Hashem. They
1.

It states (Tehillim 90) שבענו בבקר חסדך, kindly grant us the ability to do teshuvah, נרננה
ונשמחה, and then we will rejoice,  בכל ימינוfor we will have all our days back.
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live full, complete days, making good
use of every moment.
What inspires them to be cautious with
their time? It's their awareness that there
is no greater privilege and joy than to
serve Hashem.

3

Arranged in Heaven

The Gemara (Moed Kattan 18:) states,
"From the Torah, from the Nevi'im, and
from Kesuvim [we have proofs that] 'äî
ùéàì äùà, Hashem arranges shidduchim.
From the Torah, because it states
(Bereishis 24:50) àöé 'äî åøîàéå ìàåúáå ïáì ïòéå
øáãä, Lavan and Besuel replied, 'This
[shidduch] came forth from Hashem.' 2
From Navi, because it states (Shoftim
14:4) àéä 'äî éë åòãé àì åîàå åéáàå, 'the father
and mother didn’t know that it was from
Hashem.' And in Kesuvim it states
(Mishlei 19:14) äùà 'äîå úåáà úìçð ïåäå úéá
úìëùî, 'A house and wealth is the parent's
inheritance, and from Hashem is a wise
woman [to her husband].'" 3

That is expressed in the final words of
the passuk (ibid. 37:18): äéäú íìåòì íúìçðå,
"their portion is for eternity." Rebbe
Asher of Stolin zt'l explains this based on
the pasuk (Tehillim 136:22) ìàøùéì äìçð
åãáò, which means, ìàøùéì äìçð, the Jewish
nation consider their portion and good
fortune, åãáò, to serve Hashem. Thus, the
passuk is saying, íéîéîú éîé 'ä òãåé, the
righteous live complete days, salvaging
every moment for avodas Hashem, íúìçðå
äéäú íìåòì, for they are aware of the
privilege that they have to serve Hashem. The obvious question is, everything is
2. The Torah (24:50) says ויען לבן ובתואל ויאמרו מה' יצא הדבר לא נוכל דבר אליך רע או טוב, "Lavan

and Besual said, 'The matter came forth from Hashem. We can't tell you good or bad.'"
The Rashbam explains that they said, לא הסתירה ולא הבניין תלוי ברצוננו, to break the
shidduch, or to make it, isn't our choice. כי על כרחנו רוצים או לא רוצים, beyond our control
it will happen if we like it or not. כי הקב"ה עושה זאת שהיכולת בידו, for Hashem is doing it,
and He has the ability."
3. The Chidushei HaRim zt'l taught: there are three primary things that people seek in a
shidduch: family, beauty, and wealth. When one does a shidduch based on any one of
those three reasons, he may think that the shidduch was his own choice. Therefore, the
Gemara brings three pesukim to show that even a shidduch based on any one of those
three criteria was actually determined by Hashem, and not by his own choice.
For example, Yitchak's shidduch with Rivkah was largely based on family, since Avraham
told Eliezer to seek a shidduch from his family, etc. But Lavan and Besuel said, מה' יצא הדבר,
Hashem made this shidduch. The shidduch didn’t happen because you made it; it happened
because that was Hashem's will.
Similarly, the Navi tells us that Shimshon strayed after his eyes. He sought a shidduch who
was beautiful. That too was from Hashem, as it states, כי מה' היא, "it was chosen by Hashem."
Finally, the pasuk states, בית והון נחלת אבות ומה' אשה לאיש. This means that even when you
seek בית והון, a house and wealth, meaning a shiddcuh which will grant you a lot of money,
even then מה' אשה לאיש, the shidduch was part of Hashem's master plan.
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from Hashem?!
Nothing happens
without His hashgachah! Why does the
Gemara single out that shidduchim come
from Hashem?

they set out late and got stuck in traffic.
When the bus was driving through
Teveria, a half hour away from Tzefas,
the bachurim realized that they had to get
off the bus and stay in Teveria for
This can be answered with the Chazon
Shabbos. Remaining on the bus would
Ish's zt'l revelation that shidduchim have
mean arriving in Tzefas on Shabbos.
special hashgachah pratis, unlike the
general hashgachah pratis of the world. They were very upset this happened and
Generally, Hakadosh Baruch Hu leads began blaming one another for starting
the world, with hashgachah pratis, under out so late on this trip. They had an
the cloak of nature. For this was His apartment waiting for them in Tzefas
original plan that everything should look with all the food they needed Shabbos.
like nature,
and
people
should But here in Teveria they didn’t know
nonetheless realize that everything is where they would sleep, and where they
from Him. Nevertheless, Hashem left one
would eat.
place where His hashgachah is revealed
They roamed the streets, pulling their
and not concealed at all, and from that,
suitcases behind them and sought a
we learn and understand that everything
home that looks like religious Yidden
happens with hashgachah pratis. That
lived there.
place is shidduchim. Shidduchim don't
happen in natural ways. Everything They saw one home with a large
related to it is clearly miraculous. mezuzah on the front door, and from the
Hashem brings people from one place to porch. There were several indications
another, and a series of many events that many children live there too, so they
have to take place to enable a shidduch assumed that this was a religious home,
to come about. This is the Gemara's and they knocked on the door. But in
intention when it proclaims that their hearts they stilled had forebodings,
shidduchim are from Hashem. It's true for even if this was a religious home
that everything is from Hashem, but where they could trust the kashrus, what
shidduchim are unique because everyone were the chances they have enough room
sees clearly the Hand of Hashem.
and board for nine bachurim?
The following are some examples of the Indeed, it was a home of bnei Torah,
clear hashgachah pratis, which happens and they were eagerly invited to stay
all the time in shidduchim:
for Shabbos.
A group of bachurim from Bnei Brak They began with Kabalas Shabbos and
planned to be in Tzefas for Shabbos. But Maariv, the host serving as the tenth
An engagement party is called a vort, which means 'word' or דבר. This is to remind us that
מה' יצא הדבר, the word and the shidduch came from Hashem.
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person for the minyan. Then they sat
down to eat the meal. The bachurim
were surprised that there was so much
food being served. It seemed as though
they were expecting them to come. The
bachurim were also surprised that there
was plenty of room in the house to sleep.
Each bachur had a bed or mattress to
sleep on. It was truly remarkable.
The hosts explained to them that they
had just returned from a week of visiting
kivrei tzaddikim in Europe. The plane
was delayed, and they only came in
Friday noontime. Knowing that they
would be coming in so late, they told
their children to remain at their
grandparents' home in Bnei Brak, where
they had stayed throughout the week.
Neighbors cooked Shabbos for them, and
since the neighbors thought that the
children would be home, they cooked
enough for the children as well. That's
the reason there was plenty of food for
the bachurim, and a place for all of them
to sleep.
The bachurim realized that they were
wrong for being upset on erev Shabbos.
It was obvious that Hashem prepared
everything they needed, so they would
enjoy and keep the Shabbos accordingly.
Three weeks later, one of those bachurim
was engaged to the daughter of their
host. The host was impressed by all of
the bachurim, especially with one of
them. They enjoyed his divrei Torah and
zemiros and realized that he would be a
good shidduch for their daughter.
Everything was arranged from Heaven
wondrously. Isn't it evident?

5

The following is another true story:
There was a, twenty-seven-year-old
bachur, from Williamsburg, who was not
yet engaged. A shadchan called up with
an interesting shidduch proposal from
Montreal, which seemed fitting. The
parents and the bachur believed that this
time, things would work out. With their
hopes high, they hired a van and traveled
to Montreal, joyously anticipating a
bright future. When they arrived at their
destination, the driver wished them
success, and said he will wait until they
called him to take them home.
It didn’t take long at all. They were
ready to return home as the shidduch
didn’t work out. The Montreal family
said no.
The driver couldn't help but notice the
parents' disappointed demeanor. Their
son, however, was in good spirits.
Throughout the trip back he kept
encouraging his parents with emunah and
bitachon. He told them, "I'm glad they
said no, because obviously it wasn't
bashert, and it wouldn’t be good for me
to marry her. When the right one comes
around, everything will work out." The
bachur continued saying sweet divrei
Torah and sipurei tzaddikim about
bitachon the entire trip home. The
parents
listened,
enthralled,
felt
encouraged, and regained their hope.
A few days later, I received a phone call
at three o'clock in the morning with the
good
news
that
this
twenty-seven-year-old bachur became a
chasan. "To whom?" I asked. "How did

6
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it happen?" I wanted to know all the He would have to find a way to get back
details, because I knew how long they on his own.
waited for a shidduch.
He returned to the apartment where he
stayed for Shabbos and went up to the
They told me that the driver of the van landlord. "I feel uncomfortable to ask
was a heimishe yungerman from this, but I need to borrow some money
Williamsburg. He was very impressed to get back to my yeshiva. The bus left
with that bachur who remained with without me, and I have to find my own
good
spirits
despite
the
deep way to get back. I will mail you a check
disappointment they just experienced.
for the amount you lend me."
Although that bachur wasn't the greatest
talmid chacham, he realized that he He added, "I'll give you my rosh
excelled in emunah and bitachon, and yeshiva's phone number. If I don’t pay
considered him a fitting match for his you back, you can speak with my rosh
own daughter, who was also having a yeshiva, and you'll get the money back
hard time finding her bashert. The driver through him."
made some inquiries, and a few days The host spoke with the bachur for some
later the couple got engaged.
time and lent him the money. A short
time later the bachur became a chasan to
This story is about an older bachur, who
the landlord's daughter!
was quite disheartened that he hadn't yet
found his bashert. When his yeshiva Speaking with the bachur that motzei
went to Miron for Shabbos he went Shabbos, he was impressed with the
along, but he was so down, he didn’t bachur's middos and eidelkeit (who
have a heart to go to the kever of Reb proved himself an honest person, as he
Shimon bar Yochai.
sent the check in the mail, as he
promised). An additional hashgachah
On motzei Shabbos, before the yeshiva pratis was that he had the rosh yeshiva's
returned, he realized that if he won't go phone number on him, and the landlord
to the kever now he will lose the was able to use it to ask for
opportunity to pray for his salvation. He information. This bachur was exactly
went up to the kever, opened a Tehillim, what his daughter was looking for, and
and began saying chapter after chapter.
they were engaged.
That's when his heart opened up and he
cried copiously, praying all the while. While celebrating the vort in Miron, they
His friends from the yeshivah tapped him put two and two together, and realized
on the shoulder, hinting to him that the that the salvation began on that motzei
bus was leaving and it was time to go Shabbos, when he was 'storming the
back, but he almost didn’t consider them; heavens' for his salvation at the kever,
he was too engrossed in his tefillos. He and in the merit of Reb Shimon bar
said the entire sefer Tehillim. When he Yochai. They also realized that the
left the tzion the yeshiva had already left. yeshiva leaving him behind in Miron was
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for his benefit. Because everything is The man replied, "I'm not worried. I trust
planned exactly as it should be, and you. You can rip up the shtar when you
get back home."
shidduchim are clearly made and
4
arranged in heaven.
The Resha'sh wrote up a shovar, a
The Resha'sh zt'l was once learning in document stating that he received the
beis medresh, when someone came in
money, and gave it to this man.
and said that he wants to pay back a
But the man wasn't careful to put away
large loan. The Resha'sh said, "But I
the shovar, and it got lost.
don't have your document here. It's in my
house, together with the other documents When the Resha'sh received the money,
of the gemach. I can't return the shtar to he put it into the Gemara he was
you now."
learning. When he finished learning, he
I heard the following story from the בעל המעשה, the person whom the story is about.
His name is Reb Mordechai, and he is a renowned talmid chacham and yirei shamayim,
fluent in all areas of the Torah. Unfortunately, his kidneys were dysfunctional and every
night, without fail (on Shabbos too) he had to connect himself to a dialysis, to clean his
body from toxins. Once a month, he would go to the hospital, so they could check him and
monitor his situation.
A suitable donor kidney became available for 180 thousand dollars and his transplant was
scheduled to be held in Colombia, USA. He began preparing for the operation. One step
was to fix his teeth, as the bacteria of tooth decay is risky for a transplant patient. Fixing
his teeth would cost him another 130 thousand shekel. He almost didn’t go through with the
transplant, because he didn’t have money for this extra expense. But realizing that he had
no choice, he made an appointment to begin his dental care. The appointment was set for
a week after Shavuos. He spent Shavuos in Miron.
0n motzei Yom Tov he prayed at the kever. He said, "Hashem! Please! In the merit of Reb
Shimon Bar Yochai, listen to my tefillah and heal my kidneys entirely so I don’t have to do
this operation. I know I'm requesting for a great miracle, but You, Hashem, can do
anything…"
His tefillos were answered. He went to the hospital for his monthly check ups, and this time
they were shocked to discover that his kidneys were working again! The doctor who checked
him said that he never saw anything like it before. (Especially, since the degree of his
disease was #17.) The doctor called in other doctors to see what happened, and they were
all shocked. It was a miracle.
"Which doctor did you go to?" He explained that he had his salvation in the merit of tefillah.
The doctors were still worried; perhaps the kidneys will begin to fail again? They told him to
go without dialysis for a week and then return to the hospital for another check up.
This was the first time in years that he went without dialysis. When the doctors saw that
everything was well, they told him to return in two weeks. Once again, everything was well.
His kidneys were working perfectly. Since then people call him,  ר' מרדכי בעל הנס.
4.
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brought his Gemara home, returned it to the gemach. His son was very insulted
its place, and forgot that someone had by all the rumors, and due to the shame
paid him, and that the money was in he left Vilna, where they lived, and
the Gemara.
moved elsewhere.
Some time later, the Resha'sh was
reviewing the documents of the
outstanding debts and he came across
this man's document, stating that he owes
a lot of money, and it was already long
overdue. He summoned that man,
reminded him of the debt, and asked him
to pay up.

Then one day, the Reshash took out that
Gemara again and he found the money
inside. That's when he remembered what
happened. He quickly called for that
person, apologized, and admitted that he
had forgotten, and that he had the money
all along.

The man replied, "Your apologies don't
The man replied, "I already gave you the help me, as my reputation was ruined.
money. Don’t you remember? It was in My son left Vilna, due to his shame."
beis medrash…" But the Resha'sh didn’t
remember. "If you paid me, where's the "I'll tell everyone what happened, and
they will know that it was just a
shovar that I gave you?"
The man said the truth; he lost it. But mistake."
that wasn't sufficient. According to "They'll say that the rav is just saying so
to help me…"
halachah, he didn’t have any proof that
he paid up the debt, and the shtar was
still in the Resha'sh's hands, so he was The Reshash said, "Then we'll do the
still obligated to pay it. The Resha'sh following: I have a daughter of
wasn't permitted to forgive him either – marriageable age. We'll be mishtadech;
even if he believed him – because the your son with my daughter, and then
money wasn't his own. The money everyone will believe that you paid the
gemach."
belonged to the gemach he ran.
And that's what happened. For when a
People began besmirching that man, shidduch is destined from heaven, it
saying that he tried to steal money from
will occur. 5

5. Chazal say, "Forty days before a child is formed, a bas kol announces, 'the daughter of

ploni will marry ploni.'" Why are shidduchim chosen and decided so early? Why can't
this decision wait until the child is ready to get married?
Bederech tzachos, we can answer based on the Gemara (Kiddushin 30:) that says, שלשה
שותפין באדם הקב"ה אביו ואמו, "There are three partners in the formation of man: Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, the father, and the mother." As partners, the parents want to say their opinion
about whom their child should marry. Therefore, Hashem chooses the shidduch before the
child is formed, way before the parents are thinking about marrying off their child. By the
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Ladders

The Midrash states:
A queen asked Reb Yosi ben Chalafta,
"How long did it take for Hashem to
create the world?"
"Six days."
"From then, until now, what is Hashem
doing?"
"He is arranging shidduchim."
Others say that Reb Yosi ben Chalafta
replied that from Creation until today,
"Hashem is making ladders; He raises
some, and lowers others. As it states
(Tehillim 75:8) íéøé äæå ìéôùé äæ èôåù íé÷ìà éë,
"Hashem is the judge, he lowers this one
and raises another one.'"
We can explain that both statements are
saying the same thing: From Creation
until
today
Hashem
is
making
shidduchim. But for shidduchim to come

9

about, sometimes Hashem has to lower
someone, or raise someone else, so they
will be equal and willing to marry.
People tend to marry a spouse who is
similar and equal to themself. So if two
people are destined to marry one another,
but one is wealthy and the other isn't (or
if they aren't equal in some other way)
Hashem will either make the poor one
wealthy, or He will make the wealthy
one poor. These are the ladders that
Hashem uses to enable shidduchim.
Therefore Yaakov saw ladders in his
dream when he was going to find a
shidduch for himself, for a ladder
symbolizes shidduchim. 6
There was a poor person who often came
to the Imrei Emes zt'l of Gur, asking that
the Imrei Emes bless him with wealth.

time the child is old enough to get married, the shidduch was already chosen, and the
parents can't protest.
The shtar tana'im states, עומד מצד החתן, "[The father] who stands by the chassan's side…"
Rebbe Shlomke of Zvhil zt'l explained, when the shidduch happened, the father stood at the
side, and he didn’t do anything. Hashem alone arranged the shidduch.
At the top of the shtar tana'im it states 'ויפק רצון מה. This can be translated: "Hashem took
away their desire..." Because people search for shidduchim with a plan in mind of whom
they want to marry. If their plan doesn’t fit with Hashem's plan, Hashem will ויפק רצון, take
out the person's desire for a moment, have the person change his mind, and agree to
something that he generally wouldn’t have.
All along he had a list of criteria that he was looking for, but when the 'right one', the one
destined from heaven, came around, Hashem put into his heart to want that shidduch,
disregarding all his previous plans.
This is hinted at in the first shidduch of history, when Hashem put Adam to sleep to create
Chavah. Having Adam sleep indicates that to make a shidduch, sometimes the person's
plans and ideas have to be put to sleep. Only then can the shidduch happen.
6. This can also explained, bederech tzachus, why people say, "The shidduch should be
עולה יפה." The hint is that if the boy and girl who are bashert to marry each other aren't
on the same level, it should be that the one lower should go up, rather than the one above,
should go down. It should be עולה יפה, the lower one should go up to the higher one.

10
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The Imrei Emes didn’t want to give him up the ladder, and some go down the
that brachah, but since this man asked ladder (and in this story, some become
for this brachah so often, he felt that he ill), so the shidduch that's bashert will
must agree, and blessed him with wealth.
come about.
But as the rule goes, wealth doesn’t
guarantee happiness. After he became
wealthy he was beset by tragedy. His
eighteen-year-old son was in an accident,
and his feet were hurt badly. In addition
to the physical injury, it would now be
hard for the boy to find a fitting
shidduch. If this son would be healthy,
he would certainly become engaged with
the daughter of a wealthy person, or
perhaps the daughter of a great rabbi. But
in his state, the best shidduch he found
was the daughter of a poor tailor. (The
tailor and his daughter agreed to the
shidduch, because the crippled boy's
father promised to pay for the entire
wedding, plus a large dowry.)
The father came to the Imrei Emes and
bemoaned the fact that he had to settle
for this shidduch and not do a wealthy or
prestigious shidduch, as he was hoping
for. The Imrei Emes replied, "Forty days
before a child is formed, it is decreed
who one's spouse will be. It was decreed
that your son will marry the daughter of
the tailor. When you were poor, that
would have been a fitting shidduch. But
you insisted that you want to be wealthy,
and indeed, that's what happened.
Nevertheless, the shidduch that was
bashert for your son had to transpire. To
enable it to happen, your son became a
cripple, for otherwise you wouldn’t ever
agree to such a shidduch."

The Sefer Chassidim (216) writes, "If
you see gedolim being mishtadech with a
wealthy rasha because of his wealth,
know that he became wealthy because
Hakadosh Baruch Hu knew that if he
didn’t have this wealth, they wouldn’t do
a shidduch with him. He deserves to be
mishtadech with gedolim not because of
his own merits, rather in the merit of his
ancestors, or because they had
embarrassed him beforehand.”
We learn two lessons from this: (1) Even
a rasha can receive much goodness if he
remains silent when people embarrass
him. (2) If the families aren't equal,
because one of the fathers is a rasha and
the other is a tzaddik, nevertheless, the
shidduch that's bashert will occur.
Hashem will bring ladders and make the
rasha wealthy to enable the shidduch to
go through.
From time to time the Vilna Gaon zy’a
would go into galus, self-afflicted exile.
On one such trip, he stayed in the home
of a yid who honored him immensely.

The host was unique in the way that he
honored his wife in a most remarkable
way. When the Vilna Gaon was about to
leave, the host asked him whether he
noticed how much he honored his wife.
The Vilna Gaon told him that he noticed
and was truly impressed. The man said,
"Don’t be so impressed, because when
That is the way of shidduchim: some go you'll hear my story, you'll understand
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that it is only natural and proper that I marry me with this list of faults.
should honor her so much."
Depressed, I went to live in the hekdesh
This is his story:
(a communal room-and-board for the
homeless). Someone once saw me in the
"When I was thirteen years old, I was hekdesh, and noticed that I was bitter,
already a talmid chacham. A wealthy and asked me about that. I told him, 'I
person noticed my potential and chose was a budding talmid chacham, I had so
me for his future son-in-law. The much potential, and now look what
chasunah was scheduled for seven years happened to me! I'm living in the
later, when I would be twenty. He hekdesh like a begger, with no spouse
promised to give me a large dowry at and no future.' This man replied that he
the wedding. In the meanwhile, he hired knows a girl who has exactly the same
private tutors for me, so I could grow ailment as me and thought she might be
in Torah.
a good shidduch for me. Indeed, baruch
"When I turned twenty, I was a Hashem, I ended up marrying her. After
recognized talmid chacham, but by that the chasunah, she told me that she wasn't
time my future father-in-law lost all his born with her ailment. It developed due
money. I was ready to go on with the to distress and depression, when her
chausnah, regardless, because I had engagement with a talmid chacham was
hakaras hatov to him, since he hired terminated because her father didn’t have
money to pay the dowry.
Torah teachers for me all those years, but
my father forbade it. He felt that I
deserve to marry into a wealthy family, "I asked some more questions, and
discovered that she was my first kallah,
since I was a talmid chacham.
and she became ill on my account!
"Indeed, I married a girl from a wealthy Doesn’t she deserve I should honor her
family, however, soon after the chasunah so much?"
I discovered that I have a health The Vilna Gaon said, "All my galus were
problem, which I didn’t know about worthwhile just to hear this story, which
before. My father-in-law invested a lot of shows how Hashem leads the world with
money to cure me. The doctors earned a
hashgachah pratis."
nice living pretending to try to heal me,
until one doctor admitted to my
Missing the Vital Information
father-in-law that there was nothing
known to medicine that could cure me. Before making a shidduch, the parents
My father-in-law asked me to divorce his check out and seek information about
the child and his family, to determine if
daughter, and I obliged.
the shidduch fitting for their child. But
"First a broken shidduch, then a divorce, when a shidduch is bashert, parents will
and a health problem too; I felt my life miss vital information that could
was in shambles. No one wanted to jeopardize the shidduch. They simply
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won’t hear, or don’t grasp, the vital to occur, it will, and nothing can prevent
information they seek.
it from happening."
As the Pnei Menachem zt'l said, "When
a shidduch is bashert, the parents are led
like blind horses. They simply don’t see,
don’t hear, and don't know about the
issues that could prevent the shidduch. "
Someone came to the Chazon Ish zt'l to
ask information about a certain bachur.
The father asked, "Does he have yiras
Shamayim?"
The Chazon Ish told him the truth,
though in a subtle way. "His yiras
Shamayim could be better."
The father thought to himself, "Of course
it could be better. Everyone can improve
in his yiras Shamayim. The main thing is
that he has yiras Shamayim."
He probed further: "How is his hasmadas
haTorah?"
The Chazon Ish replied with the same
phrase, "It could be better."
Once again, the father misunderstood this
to mean that he learns very well, only it
could be better. And that didn’t bother
him, because everyone can learn better.

Reb Chaim Brim zt'l was a beloved rosh
yeshiva who served in several yeshivos.
His principle was that a bachur should
never be thrown out of a yeshiva. He
would say, "If the bachur is sent out,
I'm leaving too."
There was a bachur that the yeshiva
wanted to expel, but they refrained from
doing so, because they didn’t want to
lose Reb Chaim Brim as their rosh
yeshiva. But when this bachur's
behavior became even worse, the
yeshiva decided that they have no
choice. They expelled the bachur, and
as forewarned, Reb Chaim Brim took
his things, and left the yeshiva.

Just as he went outside, he met someone
coming to the yeshiva to ask information
about that bachur for a shidduch. He was
glad that he met Reb Chaim Brim, and
asked him for information. Reb Chaim
replied, "We just had a staff meeting, and
the rosh yeshiva, the mashgiach, and all
the magidei shiurim said, 'This yeshiva
never had such a bachur before! There
"What about his middos? That's vital. are eighty-six bachurim in the yeshiva,
but none of them are like this one!'" The
Does he have good middos?"
man heard enough (he didn’t consider
"It could be better."
The man was satisfied with the that perhaps that meant that he was
information he heard, and the shidduch unique in a negative way) and the
shidduch was finalized.
was finalized.

The Chazon Ish repeated this story to his
sister, the Steipler Rebbetzin, and
concluded, "He isn't a fool. He has a
sharp mind. He should have picked up
on what I was hinting to him, but he
didn’t. Because when a shidduch needs

A father asked the mashgiach of a
yeshiva for information about one of the
bachurim. The mashgiach answered in
Hebrew, øãñá àì ìëä, "Everything isn't
good with this boy." After giving this
devastating report, the mashgiach was
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certain that the father wouldn’t go on
with the shidduch. He was very surprised
when the following day, this father
invited him to the vort. At the vort, he
asked the father why he disregarded his
caution.
He replied, "Last night, I told my
daughter what you said, that øãñá àì ìå÷ä,
that his voice isn't good, and she said
that in her opinion, if the boy isn't able
to sing well, that's not a reason to hold
up a shidduch…"
The father didn’t realize that the
mashgiach had said øãñá àì ìëä, with a 'ë,
which means nothing is good with the
bachur. This is an example how
shidduchim happen with hashgachah
pratis, and information is misunderstood,
or not heard, when that is Hashem's plan.
A person wanted his daughter to marry a
talmid chacham. A shidduch was offered,
and he was very impressed by the
information he heard. The shidduch was
finalized. At the vort he was among the
happiest people in the world. He thought
his daughter was engaged to the next
Reb Akiva Eigar. Soon he discovered
that the bachur was far from being a
talmid chacham at all. He began to think
over the information that people gave
him, and he realized that they were
hinting to him that the boy wasn't a
scholar. But at the time, he didn’t pick
up on the cues. He was very upset at
himself and spoke with the Pnei
Menachem of Gur zt'l about it.
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because if the parents would think
rationally they wouldn’t agree to the
shidduch. That's what happened with
you. You should be thankful that
Hashem gave you your sechel back.
Would you prefer to remain without your
common sense forever?"
Miracles

Several miracles took place when Eliezer
sought a shidduch for Yitzchak. Among
the miracles were: (1) õøàä úöéô÷ – the
earth jumped for him and he traveled
from Eretz Yisrael to Aram Naharayim
in one day. (2) As Eliezer was davening
for the shidduch, Rivkah appeared. (3)
The water miraculously came up to
Rivkah. (4) The malach exchanged the
plates so Besuel would eat the poisoned
food, and not Eliezer, and other miracles.
The Chidushei HaRim zt'l explains that
this teaches us that every shidduch
happens miraculously, and not according
to the rules of nature.

Why are miracles necessary? The
Kozhiglaver Rav zt'l answers, the Satan
tries to prevent shidduchim from
happening because he is aware of the
importance and the greatness of
shidduchim. (As the Gemara [Yevamos
62] teaches, "Whoever isn't married is
without joy, without brachah, without
goodness…") If a shidduch would
happen, cloaked under the rules of
nature, the shidduch could never
transpire, because the Satan would
The Pnei Menachem said, "Sometimes, obstruct it. The miracles are therefore set
to enable a shidduch to occur, Hashem into the process, to overcome every
takes away the parent's reasoning,
obstacle the Satan erects.
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The Kozhiglaver Rav adds that this is the
reason we make tana'im. The tena'im
essentially mean that the engagement is
dependent on certain conditions, and if
the conditions aren't kept the shidduch is
automatically terminated. (One of the
conditions is that the parents must buy
clothing for their children, and that the
wedding won't be later than a certain
date, and so on.) The Kozhiglaver Rav
explains that the purpose of the tena'im
is so the Satan should consider the
engagement and forthcoming marriage a
possibility, and not something definite. If
the Satan would be certain that the
marriage is forthcoming, he would work
very hard to prevent it from happening.
But when the Satan hears that there are
strings and conditions attached, he is
somewhat consoled, and he doesn’t strive
so hard to break up the engagement.
The Kozhiglaver Rav clarifies that this is
merely a trick to calm the Satan,
however, in truth, even if the conditions
of the tena'im aren't kept, the marriage
will nevertheless go on. This is because
parents
are
Hashem's
shluchim,
messengers, to have their child get
married. This means that when the
parents make the tena’im, it is as if
Hashem is making those conditions.
Chazal (Brachos 7.) say, Hashem never
backs out of an agreement, even when
the agreement was based on a tenai.
Therefore, despite the tena'im, the
marriage will be'ezras Hashem certainly
take place. But the tena’im are helpful,
because they appease the Satan, so that
the holy matrimony won't be ruined.

An older bachur asked his Rebbe, "When
will I get engaged?" He believed in the
Rebbe's ruach hakadosh, and he wanted
the Rebbe to reveal his future.
The bachur explained, "If I would know
that in let's say ten years from now, I
will be engaged, I'd be o.k. with that.
The hard part for me is that I don’t know
the future, and I don’t know what's
happening with me. Therefore, tell me
when I will be a chassan, and then I will
be calm until then."
The Rebbe explained to him that when it
comes to shidduchim, the least one
knows the better. Eliezer set out to find
a shidduch without knowing who it will
be. The only direction that he got from
Avraham was that he should go to his
family, but he didn’t know who in
Avraham's family would be fitting for
Yitzchak. He went with emunah and
bitachon, and he prayed to Hashem.
Miracles happened to him, and he found
Yitzchak's shidduch, right away. Yaakov
Avinu's shidduch was quite the opposite.
He went to Padan Aram knowing who
his shidduch is. (Everyone was saying,
"The older to the older and the younger
to the younger," which means Esav
would marry Leah, and Yaakov would
marry Rachel.) But he was confronted
with many difficulties and obstacles. En
route to Padan Aram, Elifaz stole all his
money. Then he had to work seven years
for Rachel. Then he was cheated, and he
had to work another seven years for
Rachel. What's the difference between
Yitzchak's shidduch (arranged by
Eliezer) and Yaakov's shidduch? Why
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was Yaakov's shidduch so difficult and
Yitzchak's so easy? (Although we are too
small to grasp the ways of the holy Avos,
nevertheless, we are permitted to study
the parashah, and draw conclusions that
are related to ourselves.) Yaakov Avinu
had a plan. He knew that he was going
to marry Rachel. And when one has a
plan, everything becomes more difficult.
Eliezer didn’t have a plan of his own, so
he trusted in Hashem each step of the
way. And when one trusts in Hashem,
everything works out well.
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íã÷î ïãò ïâá êøéöé êçîùë, "Bring joy to [the
chassan and kallah] as you brought joy
to [Adam and Chavah] in Gan Eden."
What was special about Adam and
Chavah's joy in Gan Eden that we bless
every new couple with?
1] Rebbe Mendel of Visheve zt'l
explained that a deterrent to shalom bayis
is when the husband or the wife consider
themselves to be of a more prestigious
lineage than the other. We wish them to
be happy like Adam and Chavah, who
both had the same yichus.

The Rebbe concluded, "So you see, when
it comes to shidduchim, the least you
know the better things work out. It's
good that you don’t know when you will
get engaged, and don’t know to whom,
etc. These doubts and insecurities cause
you to trust in Hashem, and when one
trusts in Hashem, everything works out
in the very best way."

2) Another deterrent to shalom bayis is
when the husband or wife thinks, "I
should have married someone else."
Adam and Chavah in Gan Eden never
thought that, because they were the only
people in the world. We bless the
chassan and kallah with this ideal
outlook. To know that they married the
one, and the only one that is right for
The bachur understood the message well,
them.
and he quickly left the Rebbe's room. He
didn’t want to hear when he would be 3) Adam and Chavah in Gan Eden were
engaged, or anything else about his the happiest people because they weren't
shidduch. The least one knows, and the jealous of anyone. They didn’t look
more one trusts in Hashem, the better. around and think, "Why can't I be wealthy
like him," or "why can't I be successful
Like in Gan Eden…
like that person," because they were the
In the sheva brachos, we bless the only people in the world. We bless the
chassan and kallah that they should be chassan and kallah that their joy should
as happy as Adam and Chavah in Gan be as perfect, without being jealous of
Eden. As we say,íéáåäàä íéòø çîùú çîù
others (from Reb Yaakov Galinsky). 7
7. Perhaps this is the reason people say, " מה יקר חסדךhow precious is Your kindness…" when

they wrap their face in a talis. Because only when your eyes are covered and you aren't
looking at what others have, can you recognize all the kindness Hashem bestowed on you.
In an airport there are many suitcases coming off the conveyer belt, and no one seems
afraid that perhaps someone will take their suitcase. Why?
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Rosh Chodesh Kislev

fast specifically on Rosh Chodesh Kislev.
Every Rosh Chodesh of the year is a Rashi writes, "The fast was on Rosh
time for teshuvah and kaparah. As we Chodesh Kislev, because it is a day for
kaparah, similar to Yom Kippur."
say in mussaf, äøôë ïîæ úúð êîòì íéùãç éùàø
íúåãìåú ìëì, "You gave Rosh Chodesh to
Why is Rosh Chodesh Kislev similar to
Your nation. It is a time for atonement
Yom Kippur? Old sefarim (quoted in
for everything they did." The Beis Yosef
Likutei Tzvi) explain that Rosh Chodesh
(siman 423) explains that Rosh Chodesh
Kislev is forty days after Hoshanah
atones for íúåãìåú ìë, all the wrong things
Rabba. The primary time for atonement
they did in the previous month. íìåëì ïåøëæ
is on Yom Kippur, but if one didn’t do
øöéä ïî ãéî íùôð úòåùúå åéäé, and it's a day of
teshuvah, he has time to repent until
memory before Hashem, to save them
Hoshanah Rabba. If he didn’t do
from the yetzer hara.
teshuvah by Hoshanah Rabba, he has
Although every Rosh Chodesh is an ideal another forty days to do teshuvah until
time to do teshuvah, Rosh Chodesh Rosh Chodesh Kislev, corresponding to
Kislev is a uniquely mesugal for the forty days of mattan Torah. This is
teshuvah and atonement. An indication to the reason Rosh Chodesh Kislev, the
this is that Yirimiyah HaNavi had his fortieth day, is a special day for teshuvah
and kaparah, just like Yom Kippur.
generation fast on Rosh Chodesh Kislev,
as it states (Yirmiyahu 36:9) éòéùúä ùãçá
Chasidim say that one Rosh Chodesh
íåö åàø÷, "On the ninth month, call a
Kislev, Rebbe Aharon of Chernobel zt'l
fast…" Yirmiyahu explained, ìôú éìåà
woke up from his sleep and said that in
óàä ìåãâ éë äòøä åëøãî ùéà åáùéå 'ä éðôì íúðçú
his dream he was in heaven and saw a
äæä íòä ìà 'ä øáã øùà äîçäå, "Perhaps they
great commotion. He asked about it, and
will pray before Hashem and repent from
they answered, "Today is Rosh Chodesh
their bad ways, because Hashem's anger
Kislev, and it is like Yom Kippur. It is
and wrath is great…" He declared a fast
a day for atonement for the Jewish
day on Rosh Chodesh Kislev, so the
nation. This is because Chanukah is the
nation would daven and do teshuvah, and
äáåè äîéúç øîâ (the last chance to amend
potentially prevent the churban.
the judgment of Rosh Hashanah, and to
There's an old Rashi (printed in Tanach, merit a good year) and the spiritual lights
circa 460) on the words íåö åàø÷ which of Chanukah begin shining from the
explains why Yirmiyahu wanted them to
beginning of the month.
The explanation is, who knows what's in the suitcase? Perhaps there's contraband in there,
and if the border police will open it, you will be held responsible.
The nimshal is, don’t be jealous of your fellow man, because each person is carrying a suitcase
in life, and "Who knows what's in his suitcase?" People have shining, happy faces, but who
knows what's lying underneath, what concealed package they might be carrying. Therefore, the
wise aren't jealous of anyone, because you never know what your fellow man is going through.

