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Column

Breaking the
unions’ grip
will avert
economic ruin
WASHINGTON — This year’s most important election will not occur in November,
when more than 90 million votes will be
cast for governors and national legislators.
The most important election, crucial to an
entire region’s economic well-being and to
the balance of the nation’s political competition, has already occurred.
Last week, at a Tennessee
factory, workers rejected representation by the United Auto
Workers union. The 712-626
vote — an 89 percent turnout
— against unionizing the threeyear-old Chattanooga Volkswagen plant was a
shattering defeat
for the UAW, for
organized labor
generally, and
for liberalism na- George
Will
tionally. It was a Columnist
commensurate
victory for entrepreneurial federalism.
Sixty years ago, 35 percent
of America’s workforce was
unionized, almost entirely in
the private sector. Today, 11.3
percent is unionized. About
half (49.6 percent) of this minority are government workers whose union dues do much
to elect their employers. UAW
membership has plummeted as
far and fast as Detroit has —
from 1.5 million in 1979 to about
380,000 in 2012. In 2011, UAW
President Bob King said, “If we
don’t organize these transnationals, I don’t think there’s a
long-term future for the UAW.”
For 30 years the UAW has
tried and failed to unionize a “transnational” — a factory making foreign-brand vehicles — in the South. The
union may never have a better chance than it had in Chattanooga. The company, whose
board includes representatives
of a powerful German union,
feigned neutrality but actually worked in close collaboration with the UAW. The union
was given access to the plant, a
workroom and other facilities,
while groups opposing unionization were barred.
It is commonly, and carelessly, said that Washington bailed out “the” automobile industry. Actually, government bailed out two of the
three companies in one of the
two U.S. auto industries — the
UAW-organized one. The other
industry, located in the South
and elsewhere — Americans
making 30 percent of the vehicles Americans purchase —
did not need rescuing because
it does not have UAW presence, which helped ruin General Motors, Chrysler and their
headquarters city, Detroit.
UAW officials blamed last
week’s failure on “outside special-interest groups,” which describes the UAW in Chattanooga. In a characteristically
shrill and clumsy intervention before the voting ended,

Liberals call
this a “race to
the bottom.”
Conservatives
call it a race to
rationality.

Barack Obama accused Tennessee Republicans of being
“more concerned about German shareholders than American workers.” He missed the
detail that the shareholders’
company favored the UAW.
The UAW, too, blamed Tennessee’s Republican politicians.
Well.
VW received $577 million
in tax breaks and other incentives to locate in Chattanooga,
so Tennessee officials surely
were entitled to speak about
how unionization might harm
the investment already made
and might diminish the likelihood of additional help.
Nowadays, however, liberalism responds to its unpersuasiveness by trying to get government to silence (as with the
IRS) or punish (it is the National Labor Relations Board’s
turn) speech by liberalism’s
critics.
So, the UAW may ask the
NLRB to overturn the vote because of unfair labor practices,
which supposedly amount to
the fact that the UAW was not
the only speaker during the debate before the vote. Anti-UAW
billboards noted Detroit’s current prostration, and Sen. Bob
Corker called the UAW “a Detroit-based organization.”
Its headquarters, Solidarity
House, is in Detroit.
Soon — certainly by the end
of June — the Supreme Court
probably will rebuke Obama
for having made recess appointments to the NLRB while
the Senate was not in recess.
But given his administration’s
culture of breezy indifference
to legality, the NLRB might
tug its forelock and do as the
UAW demands.
In November, a prescient
UAW organizer said the union
would “probably lose” in Chattanooga if workers were
granted a secret ballot election. That is, the UAW favored
a “card check” faux election,
whereby unionization is approved when a majority of employees, confronted individually by union organizers, sign
a card. The UAW could not
prevent a proper election, but
with the NLRB’s permission
the campaign was compressed
to nine days. This minimized
the time for UAW opponents to
make their case.
Despite the UAW’s attempt
to do for the South what it has
done to Detroit, the South can
continue to practice entrepreneurial federalism. Capital is
mobile. It goes where it is welcomed and stays where it is
well-treated, so states compete
to create tax and regulatory
environments conducive to job
creation. Liberals call this a
“race to the bottom.” Conservatives call it a race to rationality.
George Will’s email address is
georgewill@washpost.com.
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Letter
Cyclist signaling law
should aid convenience
In the article, “Harrison
Township Republican authors
first Michigan law of the year,”
I agreed with State Rep. Anthony Forlini. Anthony Forli-

ni’s proposal now made it legal
for Michigan bicyclists to signal right-hand turns with either
their left or right arms. This law
may seem minor, but it provides
awareness to the bicyclist’s surroundings. Also, it is convenient

because the bicyclists have the
opportunity to choose their dominant hand. I think it will allow
roads to be safer and less accidents to arise.
Jenna Sciturro
Macomb

Sound off
A look at what readers are saying in comments on our website, on social media and at 583-8713.
It’s nice that the members of the
elected officials give themselves
a 14 percent raise, but yet they
won’t give their firefighters a
raise at all. Nice priorities.
Macomb Township
Raising the minimum wage is

a safety net. It reduces the
amount of money taxpayers have
to spend for government aid.
Clinton Township
If President Obama wants to
raise the federal minimum wage
across America to $10.10 an

hour, then all he has to do is tell
every Democrat running for office that voted for Obamacare to
vote for this. There we go. See
what the Chamber of Commerce
will do.
Chesterfield Township

Other views

Silicon Valley must be wary of our
shrinking lead in science, technology
By The San Jose Mercury
News Editorial Board

For the past six decades, Silicon Valley’s innovative and entrepreneurial prowess has helped
bolster the nation’s economic
prosperity and given the United
States a technological edge over
its global competitors.
But increasingly, think tanks,
tech experts and media outlets are reporting that the valley
and the country are finally losing their innovative edge. It’s essential that the valley take these
reports seriously. The threat is
real. Ignoring our weaknesses
and our competitors’ strategic
maneuvering is a certain path to
failure.
The latest warning comes from
the National Science Foundation, an independent government
agency responsible for promoting science and engineering. The
agency’s policy-making board
last week issued a 600-page report to Congress, identifying
what it described as the nation’s
clearly shrinking lead in science
and technology.
“The global scientific landscape has shifted over the last decade, as Asia now performs more
of the world’s research and development than the U.S.,” warns Ray
Bowen, one of the report’s authors and president emeritus of
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“The global
scientific landscape
has shifted over
the last decade, as
Asia now performs
more of the world’s
research and
development than
the U.S.”
— Ray Bowen, president emeritus
of Texas A&M University

Texas A&M University.
Since 2001, the report says,
the United States’ share of the
world’s R&D has decreased from
37 percent to 30 percent. Meanwhile, the share of R&D by Asian
countries has increased from 25
percent to 34 percent, with China
as the clear growth leader.
China’s high-tech manufacturing industry has grown nearly
sixfold in the past decade, according to the report, and its investment of $29 billion in the
emerging clean energy field is almost double that of the U.S. The
United States is also losing its
significant lead in the number
of workers with science and engineering skills and in the performance of youth at every educational level, from elementary
school through college. China has
tripled its number of research-

ers in the past 15 years and has
far surpassed the United States
in the number of undergraduate
university degrees to students,
including those studying science
and engineering.
A further concern is the
availability Americans have to
high-speed Internet, in comparison to their global competitors.
The United States ranks only
14th in the world, with only 70
percent of its residents having
access to high-speed service.
That’s far behind South Korea,
where 94 percent of residents
have high-speed Internet that’s
faster but costs two-thirds less
than in the U.S.
The valley needs to push Congress to increase its R&D spending, and California and the nation
as a whole have a lot of work to do
to improve our education efforts,
particularly in math and the sciences. It’s also absolutely essential that we expand broadband
access more rapidly and put net
neutrality regulations in place to
open up competition.
Silicon Valley’s resources and
business culture are the envy of
practically every region and nation in the world. But the valley will remain the global innovation capital only if the nation and
state maintain their overall competitive advantage in science and
technology.
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