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IMPERVIOUS SURFACE REDUCTION
Increasing Public Awareness to Improve Water Quality
Backyard Watershed Retrofits

· The most important things you can do to help protect and restore your neighborhood stream are very simple! 

· Backyard behaviors are just as important as backyard stormwater practices
A common backyard watershed retrofits is impervious surface reduction
What is Impervious Surface Reduction?

· Impervious surface reduction is the minimization or removal of surfaces that do not allow rainwater to percolate into the ground. 
· Paved surfaces are gradually converted to more pervious surfaces using paving blocks, wood chips, or crushed rock.

Why Should I Reduce Impervious Surfaces?

· Impervious surfaces disrupt the natural water balance. 
· Impervious surfaces collect soil, pet wastes, salt, fertilizers, oils, & other pollutants.

How Do I Reduce Impervious Surfaces?

As you add or rebuild patios & garden pathways, consider surfaces other than concrete or asphalt: 

· Paving blocks 

· Permeable pavement 

· Wood decks 

· Crushed rock 

· Wood chips
Alternatives to impervious cover – landscaping block patterns that include voids for water to seep through…
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A Few Things to Consider...

· Before you replace driveways or sidewalks, check with the building department of your community. 
· Grade the surface so that it slopes to natural areas, not to the street or to the foundation of your house.
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