


KEYS TO SEELEY-SWAN HIGH SCHOOL DELIVERED

Marshall Gray of the Missoula County | monies at the school. Making the pres-
High School board of trustees, at right, | entation was Stewart Price of the archi-
Saturday accepted the keys to the new | tectural firm of Witwer & Price.
Seeley-Swan High School during cere-
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New High School
Dedicated at Rites

The “proud occasion” of the
dedication of the new Seeley-
Swan High School was-cited by
State Public Instruction Supt.
Harriet Miller Saturday in cere-
monies at the school.

Miss Miller noted that the
community “has taken one
more step in the direction of
quality education” in construe-
tion of the $278,000 building
southeast of Seeley Lake.

In a welcome to the students,!who, Hoon said,
faculty, parents and friends at-

tending, Chairman Jack F. Hoon
of the board of trustees of Mis-
soula County High School paid
tribute to the ““untiring, dedicat-
ed and determined efforts” of
residents of the area in secur-

ing construction of tle school.

“We who have watched you
work on this project for a num-
ber of years are fully aware of
the vast amount of time and
effort and personal funds that
have been expended by your
group,” Hoon said.

Scheduled to officially accept
the building, Hoon instead dele-
gated the job to Marshall Gray,
Seeley Lake board member
“not only has
been a fine representative of
this area on the hoard but has
shown tte same enthusiasm and
effort on all board matters.”

Stewart Price of the architec-
tural firm of Witwer & Price
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1ing following the dedication.

special tribute to the Gleason

Construction Co., prime contrac-
tor on the job.

The Rev. Lawrence Gruman,
a ftrustee of MCHS, offered
thanks for “a hope realized, in
a structure fabricated of dreams
and aspirations now fulfilled.”
He prayed ‘for the ‘“‘unquench-
able desire to spur the mind
and develop the spirit of each
student who comes into this
place,” that those who “study
and mature in this school be a
blessing to this community and
to the world.”

Presiding at the dedicafion

was Dr. W. W. Wetzel, superin-
tendent of Missoula County High
School, who said that despite
the modern trend toward consol-
idation of school facilities, he
was convinced that establish-
ment of the Seeley-Swan unit of
MCHS was ‘‘justified and neces-
sary.”

Students in the area formerly
rode to Missoula in what was
called the longest school bus

trip in the nation, a round trip
g0f some 120 miles.

Entertainment at the dedlca-
tion was provided by a string|
ensemble from Hellgate and
Sentinel high schools and a girls
trio of Seeley-Swan composed of
Thea Wold, Sharon Baker and
Becky Wise.

Most of those attending the
rites inspected the new build-




Twice in just a few weeks, the opening of

the new school had to be delayed
because of problems with the electrical
system. Residents of Seeley-Swan fought
for five years to get their own branch of

- Missoula County High School, and in

September efforts began to build a new
school. One surprise school officials had
when they began registration was that

the school would open with nearly 135
students instead of the original estimate
of 80 students, causing there to be some
adjustments in the building plan.
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It was quite a first year at Seeley-Swan
High School. Four full-time teachers and a
half-time teacher-principal were responsible
T — S TR jor the education of 135 Students. Seeley-
the day that Seeley-Swa . High School Swan High School has turned out 1o hea
students finally moved into their brand- €4l boom to the | T Gnic
new high school. For the first thres students,, reversing a trend of massive
months Gkl higlesbhool Bident dropouts that happened when Students were
» 1EN School students Jorced to make the 180 daily round-trip to
at Sceley had attended classes on a split-

: : = ; Missoula for high school. Shop class areas
shift basis at Seeley’s grade school. were greatly expanded in 1966 and g library
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HAPPIMESS is o thing called Seeley-Swan High School.
At right, a chemistry class pays close attention in last-
word science [lab-lecture room. Faculty members
(above) are, from left: Marvin Anderson, Mrs. Judy

BB ture near Seeley Lake.

roundtrip bus rides for
over. ot

- As of today, the longest
is roughly 40 miles eac
northern tip of the coun
and girls travel from ¢
County, about 30 miles,
from well within that ra

Principal Roy Scott, wk
from Washington state b
Seeley-Swan enrollment r

Scott teaches industrial
sonally completing work ¢
building north of the main

Miss Shirley Bandy, hd
teacher, is patiently wait
refrigerator, but otherwis
equipped.

Other faculty membel
English; Kim Haines, sc
Patrick Dolan, social stud
health; ‘and Mrs. Judy Do

Everything at Seeley-8!
plished after the buses ar
fore they leave in the aft
scholastic sports, dramati
ordinarily are conducted

Scott said the water sit
cause the well failed to p
pected, is now stabilized.

Dolan, Kim Haines, Principal Roy Scott, Miss Shirley
Bandy and Patrick Dolan. Close-knit student-faculty
relations stimulate learning process. (Staff Photos by

Al Darr)
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