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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Several years ago, a young mom with three kids moved in next
door. We share a long narrow strip of property between our
driveways. When I first met her in the early spring, I told her
that I will take care of the piece of property between the driveways as I plant sunflowers there. It makes a dramatic late summer feast for the bees and gold finches. She told me how she
saw some bees living under her front porch, so she sprayed
them. I meekly said that I plant flowers that attract bees. The
conversation came quickly to an end. I thought to myself the
next time I get a chance, I will ask her why she doesn’t like
bees.
Fast forward to this last weekend. As my neighbor pulled in to
her driveway, I pointed out the monarch butterflies that were
circling my front garden. She commented that she liked the butterflies however they still give her the creeps. I asked why.
Then she told me all bugs give her the creeps. A light bulb went
off inside my head. I will probably never change this woman’s
mind about nature. As for me, I am afraid of heights.
I look forward to seeing you at our September meeting &
hearing about your Summer gardening experiences!
Karl Ackerman

SEPTEMBER MEETING
We will be sharing our garden experiences during this past summer.
After a weird wet & cool Spring, and long periods of drought & hot
weather this Summer, which plants did well in your yard, and which
didn't do so well?
Did you work on any new projects? Maybe a new garden bed, or
expanded an existing one? Did you buy a new species of plant at this
year’s plant sale that has really impressed you?
How many Monarchs did you see this summer? There’s been
many reports that there have been more of them hanging around this
year.
Bring pictures!!
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Visit us online at:
http://gw-wildones.org/
New Membership & Renewals:
$40 household - or - $25 student, ltd income

Send check to:

Wild Ones, 2285 Butte des Morts Beach
Rd., Neenah, WI 54956

Mark your check ‘Chapter 38’

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Monthly Meetings are held the first
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m. at
Gibson Woods unless otherwise noted.

September 8, 2018
Reflecting on our Summer Gardens
Symposium Preparations
Hosts: Coleen Travis, Cheryl Tolbert

September 29, 2018
7th BIENNIAL NATIVE PLANT
SYMPOSIUM
October 6, 2018
Dolly Foster, WO Member & LCMG
Seed Collecting & Cleaning

Hosts: Marilyn Thompson, Mary Hackett

November 3, 2018
Keith Nowakowski, Landscaper/
Author - Incorporating Native Plants
Into Your Garden
Hosts: Theresa Corriere, Kim Moor

December 1, 2018
Tree Decorating Naturally
Potluck
——————————————
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GIBSON WOODS WILD ONES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Wild-Ones-Native-PlantsNatural-Landscapes-GibsonWoods-Chapter38/528949993858676

2018 Officers

* Welcome New Members *
David Shepard & Family
Ken & Chris Kuel, long time members who have just joined our Chapter

Condolences

President:
Karl Ackermann
708-790-1322
acks123@sbcglobal.net

Heartfelt condolences to Edie Bukwa for the recent loss of her Sister. Our thoughts &
prayers are with you & your family.

Vice –President:
Kim Moor
219-433-5731
kckim10@gmail.com

Summer Watering Volunteers

Secretary:
Barb Hargrove/Tonia Flowers
(219) 742-3936/ (219)741-6392
barway22@aol.com /
butterflygardentf@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Karl Ackermann
Program Coordinator:
Mickey Taylor
(219)742-2775
micktec24@yahoo.com
Membership Chair:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Newsletter Editor:
Kim Moor
Please email or call in info.
for the Newsletter by the 20th
Corresponding Secretary:
Marilynn Thompson
219-227-8374
Greenhouse Manager:
Peggy Foster
219-286-3262
omanigetwithit@comcast.net
Education Supervisor, Native
Plant Consultant/Ordering
Joy Bower, Gibson Woods
219-844-3188
Jbower1126@aol.com
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A big THANK YOU to our members who took care of our plants during the Summer
months! Linda Cook, Tonia Flowers, Diane Hoffman, Sharon Surdy, Mickey Taylor,
and Dawn Vanzo. Our plants, as well as the rest of us appreciate it!

Tri-Town Butterfly Garden
Thank you to our volunteers who helped at our plot at the Butterfly Garden. Karl
Ackermann, Maria Azcona, Tonia Flowers, Paulette & Rachel Olson, Steve Sulski,
Sharon Surdy, Marilyn Thompson. Everything looked beautiful this summer!

Lagoon Outlook Garden
Zully Alvarado has invited Wild Ones members to a ribbon cutting of the Lagoon
Outlook Garden on September 8th at 1:00 PM. Location of the Garden is at Marquette Park in the City of Gary, between the Aquatorium and Pavilion.
Wild Ones has donated plants to this project and she would like all to see what has
been done so far. Festivities will include an artist sketching near the Lagoon and music. Parking is limited by the Lagoon but you can park at the Aquatorium parking lot
and walk over. It is not far. This garden is designed for handicap accessibility.

Symposium Update
Registrations have been steadily coming in. If you haven’t sent yours in yet, please
do. The early-bird registration has expired, but you still have time to register. We
have until September 15th to get our head-count, so let Kim Moor know if you plan
on attending but need a little more time to get your money in.
We are still accepting donations from individuals. So if you’d like to donate a few
dollars, or you have a special artistic talent & want to create a silent auction item, or
have something that could be used as a door prize, we will be happy to accept! (no
donation is too large or too small). Your name will be mentioned in the program. We
need to get this stuff in very soon though, so we can get our program ready for production.
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WILD ONES SUMMER 2018
Even though we took the summer off for meetings, many of our members have been busy taking care of business. It
has been a very productive summer! Check it out…

Tri-Town Butterfly Garden:

From This

TO THIS!

To This

Ideal Highway:

2016

2018

Symposium Committee Painting Party:
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PLANT STUDY - by Mickey Taylor
Fringed Loosestrife (Lysimachia ciliata)
FAMILY: PRIMROSE
GENUS: LYSIMACHIA (L. CILIATA)
Lysimachia ciliata, commonly known as Fringed Loosestrife and Fringed Yellow Loosestrife, is an erect to
sprawling perennial about 1-2 ft. tall. Large
masses of pale-green, lanced to egg-shaped
leaves grow along the main stem. Nodding,
five-petal yellow flowers grow along the middle to upper leaves of the plant. The blooming period occurs from June through September, with only a few flowers blooming at the
same time. After blooming, each flower is
replaced with a seed capsule that contains a
few seeds. This wildflower spreads by seed or
its rhizomes.
This is one of the more common Loosestrife
species. As a group they are not closely related to the Purple Loosestrife species. Fringed
Loosestrife can be distinguished from other
Lysimachia species with yellow flowers by
the hairs on the stalk that attaches the leaf to
the plant stem and by the somewhat broad
leaves and fringed leaf stalks.
In its native environment, fringed Loosestrife can be found growing in moist to wet areas of deciduous woodlands, swamps, soggy thickets, wet prairies, marshes, seeps, and borders of streams. It can be found growing
in sun to shade.
The floral oil and pollen of the flowers attract many native and specialist bees. Very little is known about this
flower’s relationships with birds and mammals.
Garden Uses: Use as a nice shady groundcover.
Points of Interest: Yellow-flowered native loosestrifes produce a floral oil and pollen, rather than nectar. Because of this, the floral oil- pollen seeking Melittid bee is attracted to it.
Bloom Time: June through September
Flower Color: Yellow
Height: 1-3’ tall
Light: Sun, Part Shade, Shade
Soil Moisture: Moist, Wet
Soil: Rich, organic, acid soils
Maintenance: Low
Attracts: Native bees
Sources: www.wildflower.org/plants, www.illinoiswildflowers.info/wetland/plants
Photo Credits: Peter M. Dziuk, Minnesota Wildflowers, www.minnesotawildflowers.org
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Oldest Tree in NW Indiana
I met a lady, Melissa, who had what has been determined to be
the oldest tree in Northwest Indiana on her property. This particular tree was a bur oak and is estimated to be between 500-800
years old. Unfortunately, it has been dying for years, and finally
had to be cut down. When Melissa first contacted me, I knew I
had heard about this tree before. After a quick google search, I
found a lot of talk about this tree. Turns out, it’s pretty famous!
While reading the articles, the most current being by Jerry
Davich of the Post Tribune, I found that an artist’s rendering of
the tree was featured in a National Geographic magazine in November 1955. I also found that in 1991, the tree measured 145
feet high, nearly 18 feet in circumference, and had a limb spread
of 101 feet. Melissa told me that the tree measured nearly 9 ft.
wide at the time of its demise.
Because of the history of this mighty oak, Melissa wants this
tree, affectionately referred to as ‘she, to live on by giving life in
other ways. She is saving its pieces to donate to a couple of organizations that are deserving of some help. Peace Garden & Farms
and the Bowman Leadership Academy Elementary School, both
located in Gary, are in need of mulch, so part of the tree will be
used to give them what they need. The Peace Garden is a community garden project that is focused on turning some of Gary’s land
into urban farming. Bowman is an elementary school that uses
raised beds as an agriculture program for the students.
Melissa also has plans to use part of her tree to start some
hügelkultur beds at one or both of these places. Have you ever heard that word before? Hügelkultur is
a horticulturual technique where a mound constructed from decaying wood debris and other compostable biomass plant materials is later (or immediately) planted as a raised bed. Adopted
by permaculture advocates, it is a technique that helps to improve soil fertility, water retention, and soil warming, thus benefiting plants grown on or near such mounds. The mounds are constructed by piling logs, branches,
plant waste, compost and additional soil directly on the ground. Isn’t that interesting? There’s a lot of
information about this technique out there if you want to learn more.
So, back to the reason that Melissa contacted Wild Ones. She has plans to properly honor this tree by planting native plants on this site and wanted advice. So, this Fall, and/or in the Spring, Wild Ones will donate some
plants and help her figure out a landscaping plan that will be worthy of this historic majestic tree! Stay tuned.
And, let me know if you have ideas. Melissa has told me that she is excited to learn & work with us. Hopefully
she can get to a meeting soon!
Kim Moor - Editor

Tree site
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THINGS TO DO

Upcoming Miller Garden Club Events

Gibson Woods Programs & Hikes

Rethinking Urban Land Use

6201 Parrish Ave, Hammond, IN
Call for details & to register 219-844-3188

Weekly Dragonfly and Butterfly Hike

Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. May 29-September 25
Gibson Woods is home to 23 documented species of
dragonflies and many butterflies. Walk with a naturalist to
find who is flitting about! This program is free, and designed for
adults.
———————————

Weekly Bird Migration Hikes

Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. August 15-October 3
Spring and Fall are great times to see migrating bird
species. See visiting thrushes, warblers, sparrows, vireos
and more on these guided walks.
This program is free, and designed for adults.
———————————

Monthly Family Nature Walks

3rd Saturday monthly at 9:30 a.m. through November
Bring the family to meet a naturalist and walk the trails as
you learn about the plants and wildlife in the park. Join us
monthly to experience nature’s fascinating flora & fauna.
This program is free, and designed for all ages.
Specific dates are 9/15, 10/20, & 11/17.
———————————

Bird Banding Demonstration

September 19, 2018, 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM
Brad Baumgardner, Executive Director of Indiana Audubon Society, will have a bird banding demonstration at Gibson Woods
with any birds he is able to capture in his mist nets. Learn about
the steps of banding and see birds in a unique way. Not enough
bird time for you? We will be doing a migration walk from 9:3011AM around the preserve if you would like to join before the
demonstration.
———————————

Whooo's There?

October 26, 2018, 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Owl be glad to see you as we invite Nicole Harmon, educator for
Humane Indiana Wildlife Rehabilitation Center and you for a
visit with some of our favorite nocturnal friends. Seating is limited. Co-sponsored by Wild Ones-Gibson Woods Chapter and
Dunes-Calumet Audubon Society.
———————————

Oak Ridge Prairie Programs & Hikes

Marquette Park Aquatorium
6918 Oak Ave, Gary IN
Sat, Sept. 15 at 10:00-11:30 a.m.
The featured speaker is Robert Nevel an architect, urban farmer and
pioneer in the food and justice sustainability movement. In 2009
Robert founded the award winning, nationally recognized, Food
Justice and Sustainability Program at KAMII. The program is focused on transforming unproductive urban spaces into micro-farms
and food forests improving access to fresh food, teaching urban
agriculture and sustainability skills and advocating for healthy food
systems and responsible energy, land and water use. Come to hear
what Robert has to say about gardening in Miller’s urban landscape
and the anticipated climate change.

Miller Garden Club Presents:
Beer, Brats & Bulbs

Aquatorium, Miller Beach, Indiana
Sat, October 20. 10 am to 3 pm
Beer, $5.00 brat lunches, live music & dancing!
20 varieties of Alliums, wild and species Tulips, naturalizing Daffodils, 8-foot-tall Tree Lilies, 35 types of Woodland Bulbs for shade,
Rock Garden bulbs, Deer-Resistant bulbs, Squirrel-Resistant bulbs,
Bulbs for pollinators, Heirloom bulbs, Award-winning bulbs, Bulbs
for forcing, 25 different Amaryllis, 2 color of Paperwhites, US Native Jack-in-the-Pulpits, and 2 types of Trillium.

The Butterfly Garden at Tri Town Safety Village:
Master Gardener project and education
1350 Eagle Ridge Drive, Schererville, IN
Register at EventBFG@gmail.com, or call 219-755-3240

Sep. 9- 12-4 pm: EVENT: Monarch Fest
Tree planting volunteer opportunity
The Student Conservation Association is working with the cities of
Hammond, Whiting, East Chicago, and Gary to plant native trees in
efforts to improve green infrastructure, storm water retention, and
pollution reduction. This project is being funded through a National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation grant.
The SCA will be hosting volunteer events that anyone who is interested can attend. You can click on the links below, or contact Daiva
Gylys at 312-239-1661 ex. 6004, or email at dgylys@thesca.org

301 South Colfax Street, Griffith, IN

Maywood Elementary School Tree Planting
1001 165th St. Hammond, IN 46324
Sat, Sept. 8th; 9 AM-Noon Click Here to register
September 20, 2018, 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
Sat, Sept. 15th; 9 AM-Noon Click Here to register
The land looked so much different when the settlers first came to
what is now Indiana. Take a hike and ‘travel back in time’ at Oak Dowling Park Tree Planting
3101 175th St. Hammond, IN 46323
Ridge Prairie to enjoy the beauty of the tall grass prairie in autumn. Join us either Thursday September 6 or Thursday Septem- Sat, Sept. 22nd; 9 AM-Noon Click Here to register
ber 20 at 9:30-11 AM. This program is designed for adults.
Linear Park Tree Planting
Meet at Lincoln Elementary School________________________
3551 Block Ave. East Chicago, IN 46312
Owl Prowl
Sat, Sept. 29th; 9 AM-Noon Click Here to register
October 19, 2018, 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Amoco Park Tree Planting
Whooo’s in the woods? Find out as we spend a special evening
2801 White Oak Ave. Whiting, IN 46394
venturing into the forest at Oak Ridge Prairie, while listening and
Sat, Oct. 6th; 9 AM-Noon Click Here to register
calling for owls.

Tallgrass Prairie Hike
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