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Lane Sprague shown working
with mules Betty & Pearl. Lane’s job
“Papa’s Right Hand” - Story page 4
This DIXIE Issue is dedicated to the
little mule skinners.

“Good-bye Buddy”.....

Annabel Black ensured all wishes were met as requested by her husband
Buddy Black. Buddy’s wishes were very clear, as all who knew him knows
he mixed no words.
He wished to be carried to the grave in his show wagon, pulled by his last pair of wagon mules, show harness spitshined, Terry Preson driving with Rufus as a rider and have the TN Mule Skinners as pall bearers along with life time
friends Jeﬀ & Travis Kemp. Ms. Annabel met every item and added a few extra. As we all gathered early to work on
the wagon, mules and harness, there was much laughter recalling memories of our dear sweet Buddy.
I am sure by now Buddy has found all of those legends who were skinning mules, or at least giving instructions, when
he arrived. Truly missed and never forgotten ......
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Meet Lane Sprague
5 Year Old Muleskinner
Lane is the grandson of Brad Redmon
of Russell Springs, Kentucky. In sitting
back and taking a gander at Brad, one
figures out quickly he is a man’s man, a
true farmer but most of all a ‘Papa’
Every since Lane has been old enough to
walk, he has followed Papa. Whatever
the task of the day is, Lane doesn’t mind
as long as him and PaPa are together.
Lane feeds, rides in ‘big ole tractors
endless hours(Brad works a large scale of
land in row crops) and yes, most importantly, helps work the mules.
Lane has put his whole life into training
Brad to be the perfect Papa. Brad is a
true farmer, time of day means nothing as
long as their is work to do and the weather is cooperating. Well, until 2 o’clock
comes around on summer evenings ....
then Lane is insistent on his ice cream
break. Papa stops the days chores and
heads to the closest ice cream.
Lane has been helping show mules since
he was about three years old. Brad states
‘he is a natural. He is not scared but
most importantly respects all animals.’
Lane rides horses, shows halter draft
mules and wagon rides.
Lane started out with the job of keeping
the show mules attention and making

sure their ears stay up when the judge comes to view
his mule.
This year Papa and Lane have set a goal to show
their mules in the wagon class at the Kentucky State
Fair. Lane is working toward showing in the youth
two mule hitch with show wagon class.
If one ever needs a smile out of Papa Brad Redmon
mention Lane; if seeking a conversation from Lane
bring up Papa. DIXIE wishes Lane ‘Good Luck’
in the 2017 Show Season!
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KELSO

CHUCKWAGON RACES
ANNUAL EVENT
ALWAYS THE LAST FULL WEEKEND IN SEPTEMBER!

September 20th - 24th, 2017
Cherokee Hills Ranch & Trading Post
2149 Billy Branch Road • New Concord KY 42076

1000 Acres of Camping and Trail & Wagon Riding
Live Music Entertainment • Adult & Children Fun Shows
Extreme Cowgirl Race • Bronc Riding • Team Ropin
CHUCKWAGON RACES
& Much More!
Primitive Camping Available
NEGATIVE COGGINS Required

“We take pride in providing a good
time for everyone young and old.
It’s going to get wild and western.
You don’t want to miss it!”

For More Information, Contact:
•Justin Kelso 270-293-0631
• Johnny Kelso 270-293-0538
• Jody Kelso 270-293-0691

Find Us On Facebook: Kelso Chuckwagon Races
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“Jewell”

by
Marty Gordon

We called her Jewel most of the time. There were other names,
but I won’t share those because there were too many and most
are not appropriate for this article. . . . .

www.dixielongears.com • page 6

Jewel was a 15 hand, 4 year old dark bay mare
mule. She was one of those mules that would stand
out in a herd, come to you in a 50 acre ﬁeld and act
as if she wanted to be your best friend. Under halter, Jewel was what I call a pushy mule - she had
very little respect for handlers. Under saddle, she
was worse. I tried all the old tricks and suggestions
to gain her respect, but I never felt comfortable
with her attitude.
In August of 2011, our neighbor and owner of
Clearview Horse Farm, Marie Lloyd, invited my
wife Lorri and me to attend a mule training clinic
under the direction of Steve Edwards. Lorri encouraged me to take Jewel, but I was hesitant. I
was 51 years old with as much experience with
mules as anyone – I had worked and ridden mules
with my granddaddy Ray Tenpenny most of my
life. My Grandaddy was a well known Walking
Horse trainer and the best horseman I knew. I can
still hear him say “People always underestimate the
value of a good mule.” I lost my Granddaddy in
1991 at the age of 83 and, unable to ask his advice
on what to do about Jewel, I softened to the idea of
going to the clinic. Everyone knows men don’t like
to ask for direction when we are lost – makes us
feel inferior and insecure. Initially I said “No way!
I’m not going to make a fool out of myself with
a fool mule,” but after another day working with
Jewel, I decided I would go. What would it hurt?
Lorri signed me up and, when the day arrived, I
loaded Jewel and drove to Clearview Horse Farm.
We almost loaded back up immediately and came
home. Imagine being in 12th grade and going back
to 1st grade – I thought most of the other people
were that inexperienced. Then my thoughts turned
to old man Steve Edwards “Maybe he could use
some help?” Yeah, that was it – I’d be his helper
and blend in with the program. Maybe old Jewel
and I could teach Steve something! You know what
I mean?
That all changed when Steve handed me a rope.
Ropes were never really a part of my training
program so it was kind of like expecting to get a
pencil and you get a computer. I’m sure my disappointment showed – after all, what I really needed
for this mule was a big stick. Not to mention, this

rope was way too small – about the size of my little
ﬁnger.
Next, Steve told me to take Jewel’s halter oﬀ and
either throw it away or sell it on eBay. He gave me
instruction on how to make a halter from the skinny little rope. After trying to wrap it three diﬀerent
ways, it still wasn’t correct. “I am going to show
you one more time,” Steve said. So much for being
his helper – he was using me as an example!
That was the turning point for me. After that, I
was able to put the halter on and oﬀ with ease. He
called it a Come Along Halter – still not entirely
convinced, I thought “Yeah, old Jewel is going to
show us all how to COME ALONG,” and Steve’s
idea would be short lived. I have never been so
wrong!
With his instruction I could see a diﬀerent Jewel. My conﬁdence grew in both Jewel and Steve.
“Look for Jewel’s head to go down, face vertical
and eyes to be focused on me,” Steve instructed.
The transformation took minutes.
I let Steve know that Jewel could be diﬃcult to
load in my trailer so he told me to drive the truck
and trailer into the arena so he could see how she
reacted. I tried my approach, which was somewhat
embarrassing and not successful. After my failed
attempt, Steve took hold of the Come Along Halter
and, standing outside of the trailer, gave Jewel a
slight tap on the back – she jumped right in. The
crowd cheered! It was such a relief and so gratifying to see her load and unload without needing four
men and a dog to load one mule. Jewel was the
shining star of the day.
The next day included instruction on the use of
Steve’s signature martingale breaking bridle and
mule designed saddle – both I quickly realized
were important tools to have when breaking a mule
to ride. Keep in mind that most of my old breaking days included a 2-part program: 1) Get on and
2) See how long you can stay on. Sometimes it
worked out and sometimes it didn’t if something
else broke ﬁrst. My body begged me to learn a
diﬀerent way. Steve gave us the opportunity to
try out both bridle and saddle as he showed us the
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importance of starting mules the correct way.
Don’t expect the mule to learn everything the first
day; it is a gradual process, much like a child learning at school. The mule doesn’t pass on to the next
level until he learns the basics. I learned that establishing a relationship and teaching your mule is a
better approach than trying to just break the mule.
With a teaching attitude and the right tools, your
chances of having a lifetime mutual trust with your
mule greatly improve.
The third day Steve gave us instruction of a diﬀerent light. It was of spiritual guidance and why God
wants us to follow his ways. Steve shared his old
way of life. He, like many of us, had not wanted to
give up his way of life and yield to God’s way, but
in time he came to Jesus with head bowed, knees
bent and loaded up. Steve has travelled all over this
great land teaching people about mules and God.
God used Old Tuﬀ Jewel to bring Steve and me

together in a way I never dreamed and the love of
Jesus will keep us that way. The Come Along Halter, breaking bridle, mule saddle and Bible are the
four tools I used to learn how to become a better
teacher.
Steve has the heart of a teacher and encouraged
all of us to become better teachers. Using the right
tools and instruction, God has a plan for you and
me - it is our task to find out what that plan is. God
bless and I hope to see you on the trail someday.
Special Thanks to:
My wife Lorri, and two sons
Justin and Jody for support
Marie Lloyd for the opportunity
Steve Edwards for teaching me

www.dixielongears.com • page 8

www.dixielongears.com • page 9

Tabor Mules
Greg & Teresa
Above, Greg & Teresa exhibiting mules at the 2016 KY State Fair.
“Tabor”is a name recognized in the mule industry for
generations. Whether one traded mules, showed mules or
just admired mules, the Tabor family name was associated
with top quality, sound draft mules. Greg and his father,
L C Tabor, spent many years together following the mule
industry.
Today, the Tabor Mules legacy falls on the shoulders of
Greg Tabor and wife Teresa. Greg and Teresa enjoy the
mule industry by participating in draft mule shows, promoting their mules at festivals / events and attending sales
throughout the United States.
Greg and Teresa do well in draft mule shows as they present top quality, well groomed and show ready stock. With
this being said, they will be the first to admit, they enjoy
the friendships made over the years as much as anything.

A tradition with Tabor Mules, as well as many others, is to
attend the Kentucky State Fair to exhibit their stock. Greg
and Teresa can be found in the mule barn caring for their
mules and visiting, visiting, visiting. Teresa states, “the
people that come through the mule barn are so excited
to see the mules. The first comment is usually ‘I didn’t
realize they get so big’. Then comes the genetic questions.” Teresa smiles and admits “no matter how many
repeat questions are received during the stay, we relish
the opportunity to talk about the mules and talk with the
visitors”.
Greg’s favorite part of this particular event is having the
time to sit and talk with old friends and meet new ones.
Greg and Teresa will be the first to admit taking close to
a dozen mules to the Kentucky State Fair is a lot of work,
but the rewards of spending time with the people there are
a good payback.

Tabor Mules can always be found kicking oﬀ the mule
showing season at Columbia Mule Day (photos below).
Greg and Teresa can be found showing horse and mare
mules between the ages of yearling to aged mules.
Of course in all fairness to the Tabor Team, we must mention that mules is not the only hobby in the Tabor household. Teresa truly enjoys her chickens. She has a ’team’

of beautiful hens and recently hatched chicks through an
incubator. The Tabors enjoy the farm life and animals
overall.
Look for Greg and Teresa in the show ring in 2017 as well
as the sale rings. They both invite you to stop chat about
their mules anytime ...

“Teresa and I thank all of our
customers for your continued support of
Tabor Mules. We look forward to seeing
many of you in Pennsylvania during the
upcoming sale season.”
-- Greg Tabor

TABOR MULES
SCOTTSVILLE, KENTUCKY
270-622-6653
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Todd Jolin Farms
Jacks & Jennets
Belgian Stud Horse & Mares
Jolin Farms oﬀers Breeding & Boarding

MOSS TN
931-397-9595
www.dixielongears.com • page 12

www.dixielongears.com • page 13

LOOKING BACK ....

In 1962, the largest load of dark fired tobacco ever hauled to Murray KY, with mules, weighed in at
7274 pounds. My dad Glen Kelso is holding the lines; me (Johnny Kelso) in the black hat behind my
dad; my grand dad Earnest standing on the ground by the wagon; and owner of The Loose Leaf
Tobacco Floor, Gus Robertson on standing on the side of the wagon checking our crop.
Photo submitted by Johnny Kelso
WHILE LOOKING BACK ......
Can you identify either of these handsome gentlemen?
Hint: This Family is still in business today!
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Reese Mules reminding all to ‘enjoy the ride’ this summer.
See you at the July Mule Sale, Shelbyville TN July 8th
Visit www.reesemules.com for Consignments Details
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It’s all about the kids .....
Kaden Grubb (above) makes sure Perry
Glass doesn’t misplace the Blue Ribbon
while leaving the pulling ring.

Left and above, Whitley Cossey (granddaddy is Grady George, Jr) makes sure
all of her favorite mules get a snack
during break time on the wagon ride.
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ODLE & WHITE
Buying Mule Colts is our Business

Call us for a bid on your 2017 mule colts today
Top Prices for Top Colts

931-397-0766

Look for Odle & White and

B & R MULES

Offering the best of Large Draft Mules Available
Whether seeking show mules, wagon mules,
work mules -- green broke or lots of snap -- CALL US 1st!

931-265-3765 or 931-510-5037

te and B & R Mules in PA during 2017

2017 Columbia Mule Day
Columbia State Vet Tech Program
Students are all probably now working. However, during Columbia Mule
Day this crew helped Andrea Nelson,
USDA, at the check in gate. Students
work two and half years in this program. There were approximately 20
students working during Columbia
Mule Day; a list present at photo time:
Bailey Frazier, Hannah Lung, Valeria
Young, Jessica Stacy, Alexis Wright,
Logan Whaley, Amber Ingram, Monica Arroyo, Kelsey Allen, Emily Bain,
Heather Patton, Mandy Smithson,
Amy Dillon, Amy Aldrick, Amber
Pilkinton. Congratulations!

Another group visitors SEE at every entrance
throughout the event is the Kiwani’s Club. They
are waved at and wave back as visitors travel in
and out of the gates. Take time next year to tell
these guys good job and thank you for keeping us
all moving in and out quickly.
President Trent Ogilvey (bottom right photo on
the right side) stated the group mans five gates for
three days using about a 120 volunteers. Many
volunteers have been helping for quiet a while,
like David Stoltz who has assisted the Bridle &
Saddle Club thru the Kiwani’s for 30 years.
Thank You!!
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2017 Columbia Mule Day

As one sits at Columbia Mule Day, watching the
thousands to people go by, ever wonder .... who was
here first .... how did this get started .... has it always
been this BIG!?!

Columbia Mule Day.

There were four people or families who first camped
at the grounds. “Duck Hassel, Charlie Burns, Clayton Hooper and myself camped here (Columbia
grounds) the first year. We were all loggers”, states
Jaybird. “We carried gravel and more gravel to get
us all a spot in the dry to sit up camp.”
At the time there was a mule sale, but it was held on
the square, of which was totally shut down to any
business other than the mule sale that day. Jaybird
recalls carring the Mayor and his wife in the parade
on a steel wheeled wagon.
Jaybird and families greatest hobby -- Mule Pulling.
Jaybird stated he has been pulling for 58 years and
has traveled the United States to compete. Jaybird
is now 76 years old and recalls one of his greatest
records being set with Jim & Beck, his pulling mules.
Jaybird, Jim & Beck traveled over 300,000 miles over
a 3 year span and endured only one loss.

Meet “Jaybird” James Mangrum, Sr of Fairview TN.
Jaybird is an amazing person to sit and talk to and
he can entertain one for hours with stories of days
gone by. Jaybird shared some interesting facts on

When asking him his future plans, he simply smiled
and stated “I am teaching my girls so they can pass
it on to their kids”.
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2017 Columbia Mule Day

Ever notice the TYPE of people who volunteer at
Columbia Mule Day? Ever notice that many of them
are ‘families’ that volunteer together?

With this being the point, the photos on this page
represent only a small fraction of the family volunteers that keep us all safe and on schedule for each
event.

These are by no means near all of the
families who volunteer. Next time, take
a minute and get to know these guys
.... without them Columbia Mule Day
would not exist.
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2017 Columbia Mule Day

The last thing one should take time to visit, admire,
understand and respect is the Mule Day Hall of
Fame Monument located inside the park. I am sure
many have passed it by, leaned on it, sit up against it
when seeking refuge or used it for a landmark when
having family members to meet up.
BUT, have you ever read it? Ever really thought
about what those names mean? What does on do to
get in this Mule Day Hall of Fame?

Columbia Mule Day Volunteers. The Club does not
have set numbers that are added each year; they decide when the nominations come in as to how many
will be added whether one, two, etc.
The Saddle Club keeps this Hall of Fame an honor to
be a member
of; for example, not every Tom,
Dick
and Harry is allowed to join.
This is an earned honor.

After spending a little time with
Ms Louise (office manager - mule day guru
- wears many
hats), I

am
able
to
share
some
information
about the
Mule Day
Hall Of
Fame.
First of all lets congratulate the newest
member Anita King. Anita is the voice
of the mule pull, the logging events in
the working arena and our favorite the
kids games. Anita is a Columbia Mule
Day Workaholic and so is her family.
To be in the Mule Day Hall of Fame one
must first be a member of the Saddle
Club, second be a stand out volunteer
and third must be nominated by the
Saddle Club.
The Saddle Club is very dedicated to
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Sooooo, the next time one
finds themselves leaning on
the monument waiting on
someone ..... straighten up
and READ it. Admire
those who have earned
the Honor of being in
this elite group call
the Mule Day Hall
of Fame.

Buy, Sale, Trade Mules Year Round Call ...

Nickie Howell
Farms
Trenton TN
731-686-8249 or 731-431-8269
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A Final Harvest for a Special Family
from a Husband, Father, Grandfather

Special Thank You to Jimmy
White for arranging this story.

Heavenly Father ...
We as Christians wear the work harness of Christianity.
We pray that the throat latch of the bridle be made of hope and faith;
That the blinder will help to keep us on the straight and narrow path.
That the bit of correction will be of love and understanding;
The rein that is used to guide us will be of knowledge and wisdom.
May the collar be stuffed with the words of the Bible,
the hames be made without blemish,
and that the traces will not go slack in pulling the Christian’s workload.
As a work animal steps into the stall for feed as his reward,
may we as Christians step up to the throne in Heaven to hear Thee say
“well done thou good and faithful servant.”
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen
Bill Vinson departed the work fields of life for a heavenly garden on June 9th 2017. The Vinson Family is of
Red Boiling Springs, TN
According to the family, Mr Vinson kept a notebook in
the basement beside the wood pile where he would sit and
read his Bible as well as write stories and poems. Until
his passing, the family had not seen this poem by Mr.
Vinson.

As Mrs. Vinson goes to acquire the book of his writings, she discovered this poem near the end of his notebook. “It’s almost like he left us something to give us
peace after he was gone”, stated the family.
Mr. Vinson had many stories and poems published
years ago for family and friends. Between the Lord and
Mr. Vinson, this poem was kept private until it would be
needed the most.

WHATS NEW:

The new barn is now
ﬁnished! More stalls for
more visitors for more
days!
Also Hang’Em igh has
a NEW website that allows visitors to request
reservations online. In
conjunction with the new website is a new Facebook Page .... so
LIKE us LIKE us LIKE us and spread the word. Also Hang’Em
High is eager to build out photo gallery on the new website. Look
for the photo submit button to send in a picture of you and your
family at Hang’Em High.

WHAT HAPPENED:

The Mule Party was a great success. In addition to have guided trail rides for those in the saddle; Hang’Em High had a dozen
wagons riding daily during the Annual Mule Party.
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The campwide Saturday night meal and dance was a lot of fun
.... Everyone survived, had a great time, laughter could be heard
throughout the grounds!
(Photos are from the
wagon rides)

WHAT’S NEXT?

Well, this is totally up to
each reader, but all the
smart ones will be booking a weekend soon at
HANG’EM HIGH!
Contact Information:
606-682-3370
1611 High Moore Rd
London KY 40741
The easiest way to get all
of our info is to visit

www. hangemhighhorsecamp.com
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Pictures from the May 2017 Middle TN Mule
Skinners Annual Mule Show
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The TN Mule Sales March 2017 Riding
Sale was a huge success. The following
four pages will be examples of some of
the top stock that sold during the sale.
Also a very special Thank You to Joe
Mischka of Rural Heritage who spent
the weekend with Reese Mules making
a taping for Rural Heritage on RFD-TV.
COMPETITIVE TRAIL WINNERS:
27 Toby Borntrager; 22 Isaac Borntrager; 38 David Borntrager; 34 Sturat Vitatoe

GAITED COMPETITIVE WINNERS:
5 Don Oney; 47 Cathrine Cornwell; 12 Rubin Delagrain; 42 Chad Staman;10 Mast
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Top Seller $16,500
Bay HM, 5 year old

Sold @ $5000
10 year MM

Sold $3700, 5 Year old MM
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Sold $5000
9 Year old MM

Sold @ $6700
5 year MM

Sold $3700, 5 Year old MM
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Joe of Rural Heritage

Thank you to all of the 2017
participants, whether it be
buyers or sellers, we are
grateful to each of you.
-- Rufus, Dickie & Richards
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DRAFT MULE SHOW MANAGERS: Please contact with
your show times to possibly alleviate double bookings. This
will potentialy help your attendance as I know many of you
are considering changing your show times in 2017.
With Dixie printing quarterly, calendar entries submitted early have
the best opportunity for ‘getting the word out to readers’. Show sheets
are encouraged, as well as all information on Holiday parades seeking ‘Longear’ entries. Also, please be aware some events are yearly
and are posted for convenience, please conﬁrm date and time prior to
attending. Notify DIXIE of any changes you become aware of so we
may share the information.
2017

Sparta TN Mule Show

June 29
Christmas in July Show, Bedford Co Ag Center, 2 gaited classes

September 11
TN State Fair Mule Show

June 30 - July 2
Horse Progress Days, Leola PA

September 12 & 14
TN State Fair Mule Pulls

July 3rd
Monticela KY Mule Show

September 16
McMinnville TN Mule Show
Lincoln Co Mule Show

July 6 - 8
Great Mule & Donkey Celebration
Shelbyville TN
July 15; 8am Tack; Noon Stock
Northwest AL Livestock Auction
14330 Hwy 243, Russellville AL
Dale Gamble 256-366-7497
July 20
Gallatin Memorial Horse Show
Gallatin Fair Grounds, 2 gaited mule classes
July 21 7:3030PM
Elizabethtown KY Mule Show
Hardin Co Fair, more info
270-696-0040
July 22
Carthage Mule Show
August 8
Lafayette TN Draft Mule Show
August 11
Franklin TN Mule Show
August 21 & 22
Louisville KY State Fair Mule Show
August 25
AGMA State Show
www.americangaitedmule.com
September 4
Gallatin TN Mule Show
Mickie Hale 615-774-3427
September 9

September 30
Smith’s Mules & Music
Beech Grove TN
615-439-8255
October 7
Yates Heritage Day
Hard Times USA, McMinnville TN
October 14; 10AM
Reese Bros Mule & Equipment Sale
Westmoreland Expo Ctr,
Westmoreland TN
www.reesemules.com
October 21; 8am Tack; Noon Stock
Northwest AL Livestock Auction
14330 Hwy 243, Russellville AL
Dale Gamble 256-366-7497
October 21; 9AM
Powers Wagon Train
Leaves from Customer
Construction Company, 321
Harrison Ferry Rd,
McMinnville TN
November (Date TBA)
Walking with Angels Horse Show, Calsonic, 2 gaited mule classes
November 11; 10AM
Reese Bros Mule Sale
Westmoreland Expo Ctr,
Westmoreland TN;
www.reesemules.com
ACCEPTING 2018 CALENDER DATES
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Dickson
I’m Rantin’ & Ravin’

s
e
l
u
M
Lori Darlin’
2017 Columbia Mule Day Parade

Dale & Kim Dickson
Hendersonville TN • 615-319-2782

Home of WGC Claira Allen & Lori Darlin’
Having FUN on DICKSON MULES!
Looking forward to seeing everyone
during the 2017 show season!
(Left) Whistlin’ Dixie
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Julian Farms

Big Pretty Long Ears are a plus when you
want to be on the cover of the mule magazine!

