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October 14, 2019
Dear Lake Bloomington Community,
I hope this letter finds all of you well and in good spirits! I would like to take this opportunity to discuss
several exciting developments with the Public Works Department – Water Division.
A decade ago, the City of Bloomington presented a watershed management plan to the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) that was ultimately approved. The approved management
plan has served us extremely well over the last ten years, but the time has come for us to submit an
updated management plan. In planning for this update, the City of Bloomington, in partnership with
the McLean County Soil and Water Conservation District, applied for grant funding through the IEPA
that would provide financial assistance to update our management plans. The grant application was
approved and along with an additional grant from the Farm Bureau of Illinois, the Public Works
Department and the McLean County Soil and Water Conservation District will begin updating our
watershed management plans for Lake Bloomington and Evergreen Lake. This is an ongoing process
that must be completed and submitted within the next 48 months.
Our Watershed Management Plan has been incredibly successful over the last decade. The
cooperation that the McLean County Soil and Water Conservation District and the City of Bloomington
has been able to achieve between producers and stakeholders has enabled the McLean County Soil
and Water Conservation District to receive over $400,000 in grants from various agencies that was spent
on improvements and wetland construction within our watershed boundaries.
It is precisely due to the success of our partners and stakeholders, of which the Lake Bloomington
community is a vital member, that the Lake Bloomington Watershed was chosen to be included in the
National Water Quality Initiative Pilot Project. This pilot project selected only five (5) watershed within
the United States to be included in the project. The National Water Quality Initiative is a partnership
among National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), state water quality agencies and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency to identify and address impaired water bodies through voluntary
conservation. NRCS provides targeted funding for financial and technical assistance in small
watersheds most in need and where farmers can use conservation practices to make a difference.
Conservation systems include practices that promote soil health, reduce erosion and lessen nutrient
runoff, such as filter strips, cover crops, reduced tillage and manure management. These practices not
only benefit natural resources but enhance agricultural productivity and profitability by improving soil
health and optimizing the use of agricultural inputs.
State water quality agencies and other partners contribute additional resources for watershed
planning, implementation and outreach. They also provide resources for monitoring efforts that help
track water quality improvements over time.
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I would personally like to thank all our stakeholders for their dedication and determination in making
the watershed management plans successful. To me, what makes this such a worthwhile endeavor to
be a part of, is that I get to work with some of the most intelligent and passionate people throughout
our large watershed area. The dedication from the City of Bloomington (both financially and through
strong leadership), the McLean County Soil and Water Conservation District, other agencies, and the
producers that live and farm within the watershed is simply unparalleled.
In other news, the City continues to work with our insurance providers to complete and finalize the
reimbursement from the fire at the Lake Parks Maintenance building. The City will be presenting our
plans for a new building in the upcoming months to the City Council. I would like to thank everyone
for their patience during this difficult summer as we try to adjust to not having a “home.” I would
appreciate your continued patience. I think the Lake Parks staff has done a phenomenal job with
upkeep despite this setback to our operations.
The Lake Parks Maintenance staff recently completed repairs to the boat ramp. This entailed repairs
to the drainage gutters along the ramp and pouring new concrete in the section below that was
completed last year. I do not anticipate any more repairs for the ramp for the foreseeable future.
I have mailed the 2020 Boat Dock Application and waiver of liability to each address that we have on
record. Please complete and return to me by December 1, 2019. I will mail a new 2020 sticker that is
to be placed over the 2019 sticker. I also included the 2020 boat registration application that can be
completed and returned to me along with the 2020 Boat Dock Application. Since many of you have
multiple boats, please clearly indicate the engine size and number of stickers you will need. Once we
receive the new stickers in early spring, we will mail those out as usual.
As always, please feel free to contact me directly should you have any questions, comments or
concerns.
Sincerely,

Joseph M. Darter
City of Bloomington | Property Manager
Public Works Department | Water Division
25515 Waterside Way | Hudson, IL 61748
Office: (309) 434-2431 | Cell: (309) 275-8087
Fax: (309) 434-2159 | Email: jdarter@cityblm.org

“Providing excellence in stewardship and service.”

6

www.lakebloomington.com | LAKE BREEZE - FALL 2019

6

JIM SPACHMAN
Agent

2501 E College Avenue, Suite A
Bloomington, IL 61704-2484
Bus 309.661.1700 Toll Free 866.661.1700
Fax 309.663.1007 Cell 309.261.1890
jim@jimspachman.com
jimspachman.com
24 Hour Good Neighboor Service ®
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