DELTA
I NFORMAL
GARDENERS
IMPORTANT DATES
We meet on the fourth
Monday of each month,
7:30 pm at the Brentwood
Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street
in Brentwood.
Board Meetings are held on
the first Tuesday, (after the first
Monday), of each month,
7:30 pm in the Fireside Room.

Propagation Workshop

2016-2017 propagation is
underway and continues
every Saturday, 10-noon at
Mel’s Greenhouse. You can
find a map on the page 4 and
directions on the website.

2016 General Meetings
October 24

Thank you to Ginger Guider, Carole
Hendrickson, and Sherry Starks, for
bringing refreshments

November 28
December 12
Holiday Potluck
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fall Has Arrived

Well fall is really here. It’s cooled off and I’ve run out
of excuses for not digging up the front lawn. At least the
part we decided to do. So we’ve started and I’m happy
to say the soil seems pretty decent and I can actually get
a shovel into it. Our neighbors seem pretty happy too as
I bet they’re tired of looking at a half dead lawn for the last year. Now
to figure out what to plant. It’s a tough spot as it is in the hot sun all day
long. I have accumulated a few plants I
think may do well and I’m eager to try.
Plus I’ll be making lots of trips to the
nursery. One of my favorite pastimes.
I know many of you have converted
your lawns to gardens. I’d love to see
some pictures and hear your thoughts
on having done this. Are you glad you
made the conversion? What’s growing
well? Are you saving lots of water? Or do you miss your lawn. If you
would like to share your experience, write a short paragraph and attach
a picture and email it to us at webmaster@deltainformalgardeners.org. As
space permits we can share your gardening success.

2016 Board Meetings
November 8
November 29

OCTOBER 24TH GENERAL MEETING

2017 Plant Sale

Barry Margesson , Arborist

Saturday, May 13
Wolfe Ranch

Delta Informal
Gardeners encourages
gardening through
education and
beautification of
the community

Barry Margesson started working for the City of Brentwood Recreation
and Park District 1987, as Park/Maintenance Manager. Barry plans to
talk about skills related to maintaining trees and landscapes and share
his valuable knowledge of tree lore with other tree lovers and DIG
members. Over the years, he saw the long-term successes and failures of
different tree species choices, as well as what worked in various planting
locations. He learned the best maintenance programs based on the species.
Healthy mature trees are an invaluable asset for the homeowner and for
the community. Trees are expensive to maintain, and they hold powerful
emotional meaning for people. His position with the City of Brentwood
allowed him to work one-on-one with residents concerned with the health
of their trees, maintenance, and landscape. During Barry’s years with the
Continued on page 2
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FIELD TRIPS AND
GARDENING EVENTS
Boonie Lang Garden Tour
Monday, November 7
10:30 am
The Boonie Lang garden trip to
Granite Bay is on!! Boonie has
graciously allowed me to have
10:30 am, November 7 for my
group to see the garden. I will
also contact Discovery Bay and
River View garden clubs as well as
Valley Bonsai society. Hopefully
we can have a reasonable group
together. I ask that everyone
going expect to make a donation
to Boonie to help pay for her
gardeners. Most of us gather
after the time in the garden at
a local Japanese restaurant for
lunch. Car pooling is essential as
parking is limited. Further sign
ups can be made at the October
DIG meeting or by calling or
emailing Martin at 779-1659
or martintucker5414@att.net. A
gathering place, maps etc. will be
provided for the trip.

Alden Lane Nursery
Wednesday, November 30
9:30 am–Meet at Park and Ride
Join us as we head to Alden Lane
Nursery in Livermore to check out
their holiday decorations. We should
be able to get into the Christmas
spirit and maybe do a little shopping
for our yards. Meet at The BART
park-and-ride lot on Walnut Avenue
between Dainty and Central in
Brentwood at 9:30 AM. We will car
pool down and have a bit of lunch
before we head back. Sign up at the
next meeting or call Robin at
925-750-0700.
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Barry Margesson—Continued from page 1
City, he also organized large Arbor Day planting events.
He began volunteering with Friends of the Marsh Creek Watershed,
helping with Creek restoration projects in Oakley and Brentwood. In
retirement, he now serves as a Board member of the John Marsh Historic
Trust, which actively seeks the restoration of the John Marsh Stone House
and the opening of the Marsh Creek State Park.
Barry came to gardening and a love of trees through a long period of
nurturing and, more often than not, correction from a number of mentors and
friends. He grew up in Burnaby, British Columbia, a suburb of Vancouver.
The two-acre property his Dad purchased was near the untamed outskirts
of town. There were rows of filbert nut trees, a forest of second growth
alders, and a tangle of giant Cedar stumps, salmon berries, and Hemlock
trees leading off into the bush, which he explored for hours. He started
to learn the names of all of the trees, and the story of how the forest had
changed from the logged old growth Cedar and Douglas Fir giants to wild
new growth. An older couple used to hire him for gardening chores on their
property. They passed on their knowledge and love of tree maintenance,
teaching him that a tree carries a flow of life up from the ground to the
leaves and branch tips. He learned that you prune a tree to direct that flow
from larger to smaller, never to sever it completely by pruning to a stub.
After moving to the Bay area, Barry received formal training in
arboriculture and the science of plant growth at Merritt College. He had a
teacher who encouraged the students to make a portfolio of each tree they
studied. She said that you learn both the botanical name of a tree species
and the common name because one day you will forget one or the other
but rarely both names.
We look forward to learning from Barry’s vast experience how we can
make the right choice in selecting just the right tree for our location, as
well as proper nurturing and pruning. We’ll have a question and answer
period after his talk to help you find solutions to any problems you may
have with your trees, as well as the best choices for our Brentwood and
surrounding areas. Come and enjoy learning from our local expert.
Helen Wheeler, Vice President, Programs

Check out Alden Lane nursery here:
http://www.aldenlane.com

A beautiful day
for propagation
at Mel’s.
Photo: Chris Artz
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BOARD MINUTES—OCTOBER 4, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 7:25 pm by Connie. Helen reported the
scheduled speaker for the October meeting will be Barry Margesson, an
arborist. He will speak on pruning and watering plants and trees. Helen
said in November there will be a speaker to talk about native plants.
Ginger passed out the current financial information for DIG. She also
passed out the projected budget for next year. Chris reported DIG has
130 members. There was a discussion on membership and Chris asked
the members of the board whether it was necessary to print the DIG
member booklet every year. She explained printing it every other year
would be more cost effective and a supplemental sheet could be given for
any new changes. Steve mentioned a good group showed up for the plant
propagation. Carolee gave Steve and Robin a list of native plants that
could be purchased from Suncrest Nursery next year. Plants will also be
purchased from Cornflower Nursery. There was a discussion on cost, how
many to buy, and when to purchase them. Robin stated there will be a field
trip to Alden Lane Nursery on November 30. Martin mentioned there was
much interest in taking a field trip to the Boonie Lang Gardens and that
field trip will be on November 7. Connie made a motion to approve the
minutes from the last meeting and they were approved. Carole mentioned
the nominations for board officers for 2017 will be announced at the
regular meeting. Robin said there will be a toy drive announcement at
the regular meeting also. There was discussion among the group on being
a five minute speaker. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. The next
board meeting will be Tuesday, November 8. The next DIG members
meeting will be Monday, October 24.
Patricia Buchanan, Secretary
O C T O B E R M E M B E R S H I P U P D AT E
We had two more delightful gardeners join DIG at our
last meeting. They are Karyn Royce from Brentwood,
who was previously a member and couldn’t resist
rejoining. Welcome back, Karyn! Also brand new to
DIG is Raquel Orozco who is from Antioch and lives
on my street (her front yard is gorgeous ~ lucky me!).
Not only did these gals join but they also showed up
at propagation the following Saturday and were a huge help! It was a fun
morning and Steve Hendrickson, our beloved Plant Manager, even gave us
all an unprecedented 4 minute break from our work. What a guy!
Right now is the perfect time to either mail in your membership dues or
bring your payment to our next meeting. The deadline is January 1, 2017.
PLEASE BE SURE TO INCLUDE THAT LITTLE SIGN UP SLIP WITH YOUR
PAYMENT. This way I will have your current home address, phone number

and email for our next members’ directory. I have these slips available at
all our meetings, or you can find one on the back page of your Weeder.
These slips are also my record of who has paid after your check/cash has
gone to the bank. Dues continue to be $15 for an individual, or $20 for a
family. Checks should be made out to DIG and mailed to: PO BOX 66,
BRENTWOOD CA 94513. 
Chris Artz, Membership
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PLANT OF THE MONTH
Sun Loving Sasanqua
Camellias

Here are two of my favorite
camellias that always start
blooming by October 1 when
everything else in my garden is
slowing down. The first one is
Apple Blossom and the second is
called Shishi Gashira.

Chris Artz

Annual Toy Drive
Please bring a new, unwrapped
toy to the November 28th
meeting. The toys go to the
Delta Community Services
agency and the Brentwood
Community Chest. That way the
donations stay local serving the
areas of Discovery Bay, Byron and
Brentwood. Local realtors Steve
& Sue Walde have organized
this for several years and we are
happy to participate again.
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

DIG Membership
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
ATTN: Chris Artz

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

Please fill out the membership form
and mail it along with your dues to
the address above. You may also
bring your form and dues to the
next general meeting.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY
STATE
ZIP
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE

Individual Membership...............$15
Family Membership....................$20

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIST YOUR AREA(S) OF GARDENING INTEREST OR EXPERTISE

(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

Please make checks payable to DIG.

New Member

Renewal

BRENTWOOD

Directions
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Delta Informal Gardeners
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513

Delta Informal Gardeners

BYRON HIGHWAY

LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL

WALNUT BOULEVARD

4

FORNIA
CALI

AL
W

Fall and winter propagation is held
at Mel’s Greenhouse, 25685 Marsh
Creek Road, Byron. Spring potting
up takes place at Wolfe Ranch,
700 Creek Road, Brentwood.
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DIG meets on the fourth Monday
of each month at 7:30 pm at the
Brentwood Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street in
Brentwood.
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