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Name:		Raul O. Reyes
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Education:	St. Joseph Seminary of Loyola University
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 Previous political and civic experience:
		Bishop Placido Rodriguez Auxiliary Scholarship Committee
		Mexican American Police Organization, past president
		Young Professionals for Misericordia Heart of Mercy
		Illinois Legislative Latino Caucus Foundation, Founding Member
		The 100 Club of Chicago
		City Club of Chicago



1) City Pensions

Chicago's fire and police pensions are greatly underfunded, and the city is required by the state to make a $550 million payment into the pension funds by the end of 2015. Do you support restructuring the pension systems, inevitably reducing benefits, to put the funds on sound financial footing? 

Yes or No:	No, not until all other possibilities have been exhausted.	

Please Explain: 
It is very important to remember, and deserves to be reiterated, that the employees did nothing wrong to cause the pensions to be grossly underfunded.  There have been some who have claimed that the steep pension payment ramp was created artificially and that it should be reamortized to better manage the payments.  Also, TIF anticipation bonds, as suggested by Ald. Reilly, can be another method to fund or close the gap.  Although Ald. Burns (formerly a state rep.) has stated that it would never pass the state legislature, a “LaSalle St.” transaction tax deserves some serious discussion; and codifying the elimination of “Pension Holidays”.   Reducing employee benefits should be reserved as the very last option for the sole reason stated at the beginning of this paragraph.

Chicago's pension systems for municipal workers and laborers already have been restructured, reducing benefits, but the city has yet to identify where it will find the revenue to sufficiently fund those systems. Under what circumstances would you support a property tax increase to raise the needed revenue for the fire and police pensions and/or the municipal workers and laborers pensions?
	See answer above.


2) Chicago Public Schools pensions

Large and growing payments required to keep the Chicago Teachers’ Pension Fund solvent are squeezing CPS' budget, forcing cuts elsewhere and limiting investment. The Chicago Board of Education has increased property taxes, but it is not enough to keep up with the high annual costs. What measures do you support to ensure a solvent retirement system and to improve the district's finances? 

The state’s pension legislation fix having been struck down by a Sangamon County judge and now in the hands of the State Supreme Court, have effectively put on hold any possible proposed CPS measures that will fully fund the pensions.



3) Revenue

In light of the financial issues discussed above, do you support any or all of the following measures, each of which would require, at a minimum, approval by the Illinois Legislature?

* A statewide expansion of the sales tax base to include more consumer services

Yes or No:	No


* A tax on non-Chicago residents who work in the city

Yes or No:	Leaning toward Yes


* A tax on electronic financial transactions on Chicago’s trading exchanges, known as the “LaSalle Street tax” 

Yes or No:	Leaning toward Yes


Please explain your views, if you wish, on any of these three revenue-generating measures.



4) Crime 

Do you support hiring more police officers to combat crime and gun violence in Chicago? 

Yes or No:	Yes

Please explain:
I do support hiring more police officers to combat crime and gun violence; however, this is not the only means to combat crime.  A multi-pronged approach is necessary.  An approach that involves after-school programs, summer jobs for teens, and jobs for adults.  A balanced approach of hiring more police officers with investing in these programs is what is needed.


What legislation in Springfield would you support to try to stem the flow of illegal guns into Chicago? 
· Registering all firearms when bought and/or sold either at a gun shop or in private.
· Requiring the registered owner to file a police report when a firearm is lost or stolen.
· A waiting period, which includes a complete background check of any individual purchasing a firearm.



5) Elected school board

An advisory referendum on switching Chicago to an elected school board, rather than an appointed board, is expected to be on the ballot in more than 30 wards on Feb. 24. Currently, the mayor appoints all seven board members and the Schools CEO. Do you support a change to an elected school board?

Yes or No:	?

Please explain: 
I have wrestled with the issue of an elected school board.  What is of concern is the gridlock that can occur when each elected board member sticks to their principals that got them elected, and refuses to compromise.



6) Tax-increment financing districts

TIFs are the primary economic development tool of the city. In a TIF district, taxes from the growth in property values are set aside for 23 years to be used for public projects and private development. Do you support increasing the annual TIF surplus that the mayor and the City Council have declared in each of the last few years, money that goes to the schools and other city agencies? 
Yes or No:	YES

What reforms would you propose for the city's TIF program?
Due to the city’s slow economic recovery and increasing expenditures, declaring slightly more end-of-year TIF surplus can be helpful.
Studying past and current TIF districts performance and creating a set of criteria wherein a TIF district may be dissolved before the 23rd year for lack of achieving a set of performance measurements.



7) Neighborhood economic development

What would you do as alderman to boost economic development in your ward, and bring jobs to your community?

I would use TIF funds for its original intended purpose - to invest in the local business and city infrastructure.  This local investment would make the commercial strips more of a destination so that “outside” money can come and be spent in the 15th ward.  I would also encourage the local businesses to hire local residents, thereby keeping more money in the ward and improving the lives of the local residents.



8) Size of the Chicago City Council

The City Council has 50 members, but civic groups and other regularly argue for reducing the size of the Council. What should the size of the Council be? Please provide a specific number. And why?
I am not sure if reducing the number of aldermen in the council will bring in enough savings.  The residents will continue to expect the level of services that they are currently receiving, so if the number of aldermen is reduced, those that remain may want to increase their staff in order to serve a larger constituency.  If you lower the number of aldermen, you would need to reduce the types of legislation that is considered by aldermen, and place it in administrative hands.


9) A Chicago casino

Do you support, in general concept, establishing a gambling casino in Chicago? 

Yes or No:	Yes

Please explain:
A Chicago casino can help develop a new revenue stream that can help a cash-strapped city.  It could bring in new revenue from tourists and those with disposable income.



10) Red light and speed cameras

Does the city have an acceptable number of red light and speed cameras currently, and are they properly employed?

Yes or No:	No

Please explain:
I am aware of 2 speed camera’s that are not properly employed.  They are neither by a school or a park and should be removed.
The red light cameras have recently come under fire for a shorter yellow light, which issued thousands of dollars in tickets.  This needs to be corrected in order to ensure its legitimacy. 



11) Ward issues

What are the top three issues in your ward — the ones you talk about most on the campaign trail?
The top three issues in the ward are lack of city services, public safety, and jobs/economic development.
