Interview Project

Step 1: Contact someone who is qualified to give you information about your topic or setting and ask them for an interview. You want to choose someone based on what it is that you want to find out. Set up a time and place to meet them for an interview. You may not interview an immediate family member or close relation (i.e. mom, sibling, child, best friend, boyfriend/ girlfriend). Expect your interview to last 30-45 minutes.
Step 2: Write interview guide. Prepare a short list of topics or questions that you want to talk about in the interview. We will talk more in class about how to do this most effectively.

Step 3: Conduct interview & take notes. The goal in the interview is to get the best, most in-depth information you can about what you are interested in. As you interview, take notes on what the informant says and jot down key phrases that they use. If at all possible, use a tape recorder to record their responses. If not, write down as much as possible about what they are saying, and fill in notes later. You should also note any movements, intonation, or facial expressions that stand out.
Step 4: Write field notes. If no recorder was used then, as soon as possible after the interview, find a place where you can be alone and write as much as you can about what was said during the interview. Use your notes from the interview to recreate, to the greatest extent possible, an account of what was said. If you did use a tape recorder, then use this time to fill in your notes. TYPED field notes must be included with your research report.
Step 5: Talk with classmate about your results. What did you discuss? What were your conclusions?
Your report should give a thorough accounting of your research methods, your results, and your interpretation. The report should be 2-3 pages (double-spaced, 12 pt. font). It should contain the following sections:

a. Introduction: In this section, describe your setting and your topic of interest. You want to create a vivid image of your setting for the reader and also explain why you chose your topic: what is interesting or important about it, for example.

b. Statement of research question. 

c. Interview Methods: In this section, describe who you interviewed, when and where, what questions and topics you talked about, and how you took notes and wrote fieldnotes on the interview.

d. Results of Interview: In this section, write the most important results from the interview. Include the unique insights that the informant gave you and any information that helped you understand your topic or setting.

e. Interpretation: In this section, interpret the results from the interview. This is the opportunity for you to analyze what your results mean and what broader significance your results have. Also, discuss the limitations of your study and what should be done differently in future research. How could others retest this study? You must incorporate at least two outside source for this project.
f. Works Cited page
g. Attach your interview questions as Appendix 1. These should not be in the body of your paper. Attach your transcriptions (time stamp, Q&A (with observations), interpretations) as Appendix 2.

