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A while back, I asked the students in my Sunday school class about
topics they would like to study. One of the students mentioned
prophecy. At first thought I thought no way, prophecy is not my thing.
After a while of thinking about it, I can’t get it off my mind. This study
will be a definite learning experience for me. This study will cover a
broad spectrum of prophecy, focusing mainly on end times. So stay
with me and this will be a journey we can take together.

Keep in mind as you read this, these are my thoughts. I do not count
myself qualified to speak as an expert on anything, and some may be
far fetched, but this is how I understand these hard scriptures.

I am including some possible scenarios concerning nuclear war in
chapters ten and twelve. I have no real knowledge of these types of
weapons other than the information I can find on the internet. They are
but just an interpretation of the verses. I humbly request that you pray
and seek God’s guidance concerning these verses and events and ask
Him to reveal to you what He wants you to know about these issues.
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Chapter one, Why prophecy

For a long time, I have made the statement that prophecy is something
that a new Christian does not need to really worry about. I still hold
that theory, but over the last few weeks, I am convinced that prophecy
is something that needs to be taught. In this first lesson, I want us to
look at some reasons why we need to study prophecy
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Reason # 1: We are encouraged to study the Bible
and prophecy is part of the Bible.
One thing I have always tried to do is teach the entire word of God.
Notwithstanding, there are certain parts that I like to teach over others.
I love to teach about salvation, about grace, I even enjoy teaching the
old testament because I don’t think we can gat a good grasp of the
new testament without knowing the old. Prophecy is one of those things
that have never really got my attention, but the more I think about, how
can I say I teach the whole counsel of God and ignore this important
part. Paul encourages us to study the word:

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
15

2 Tim 2:15 (NKJV)

Although we may not be as interested in prophecy as we are in grace,
it is no less important. If we understand the word of God, we can stand
before the world and not be ashamed for our faith.

Reason # 2: Prophecy has a blessing of its own.
You may not think of prophecy having a blessing attached, but it does.
All right, I know a lot of it seems dark and sometimes really scary, but
besides all that, prophecy is glorious and should give the believer a
sense of hope. Let’s look at a verse in Revelation:
Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those
things which are written in it; for the time is near.
3

Rev 1:3 (NKJV)
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One thing I want you to notice here is that this verse says nothing about
understanding. I believe that understanding comes after prayer and
study and definitely not overnight.

Reason # 3: Prophecy gives us methods of
reaching those who may have doubts because it
comes from God, not us.
There have been many times in my Christian life that I just did not know
how to talk to someone. Even until recently, I really struggled with
witnessing. Here is something I learned; there is no set method to
witnessing. It is as varied as the people that we witness to. There are
some people that are engrossed in the end times and that is all they are
concerned about. When you talk to those people, you really have to
know your stuff.
The theories on prophecy are varied to say the least, but there is only
one ultimate source of prophecy:
And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that
shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts;
20
knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for
prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved
by the Holy Spirit.
19

2 Peter 1:19-21 (NKJV)

Peter assures us here that true prophecy is not a secret, and it comes
from the very throne of God.
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Reason # 4 Prophecy gives us a glimpse of what
will happen in the end, so we can be watchful
and prepared.
Have you ever started reading a book and got so into it that you just
had to know what happens that you look ahead?
Prophecy gives us that glimpse of what is coming so we can be
prepared:
Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which
will take place after this.
19

Rev 1:19 (NKJV)

The next things I want us to think about are the reasons people don’t
study prophecy.

Reason # 1 It is too hard to understand.
I think that one reason prophecy is not studied is that most people think
it is too hard to understand. I will agree entirely that for the most part, a
casual reader of the Bible will not attempt prophecy because it takes
effort to understand it.
There are so many theories and so many thoughts, how are we to know
what it really means? How can a ordinary person hope to understand
it?
The Bible gives us hope:
Then the LORD answered me and said: "Write the vision And make it plain on tablets,
That he may run who reads it.
2

10

Hab 2:2 (NKJV)
And he said to me, "Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is
at hand.
10

Rev 22:10 (NKJV)
However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for
He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He
will tell you things to come.
13

John 16:13 (NKJV)
But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
14

1 Cor 2:14 (NKJV)

If anyone tries to tell you that prophecy is just for some to understand,
you can take these verses and have confidence that it is for all to
understand, as long as it is studied spiritually.

Reason #2 prophecy is too dark and evil; there is
no good to it.
Revelation chapters 4 and 5 speak nothing except about the praise of
God in Heaven. Revelation chapters 21 and 22 speak of the final
victory and the final state of the righteous for all eternity.

I could go on and on, but I think we need to delve into the study. I
guess you would first guess that we are going to start in Revelation, but
we are actually going to start in Daniel and be introduced to a freaky
looking statue and some funky looking creatures.

11

Chapter two, Daniel and his visions
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When we think about the book of Daniel, images of a fiery furnace and
a lion’s den rush to the fore front of our remembrance. These are good
stories that we tend to write off as little kid’s Sunday school stuff, but are
very much relevant to us today.
These are not the stories that I want to focus on. In Daniel chapter 2,
King Nebuchadnezzar has a dream that no one can tell him the
meaning of. Only after he threatens the death of all of his officials does
someone remember that Daniel and his three friends could interpret this
dream for him.

The colossus of Nebuchadnezzar
As the dream is related to Daniel, an image unfolds that is very strange.
Let’s look in the scripture:
"You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, whose
splendor was excellent, stood before you; and its form was awesome. 32 This image's head
was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of
iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 You watched while a stone was cut out

31

13

without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in
pieces. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed
together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them
away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a
great mountain and filled the whole earth.
Dan 2:31-35 (NKJV)

This is an interesting image. A statue made of gold, silver, bronze, iron,
and clay, and then finally a stone that became a mountain and filled the
earth?
Let me show you an image here. This is an artist rendition of the statue
that King Nebuchadnezzar saw. It is pretty impressive huh? Well what
does it mean?

14
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I am glad you asked. Daniel goes on in the next few verses and
explains it all.

"This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king. 37 You, O
king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power,
strength, and glory; 38 and wherever the children of men dwell, or the beasts of the field
and the birds of the heaven, He has given them into your hand, and has made you ruler
over them all--you are this head of gold. 39 But after you shall arise another kingdom
inferior to yours; then another, a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the
earth. 40 And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in
pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that crushes, that kingdom will break in
pieces and crush all the others. 41 Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's
clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be
in it, just as you saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay. 42 And as the toes of the feet were
partly of iron and partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile.
43
As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but
they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay. 44 And in the days
of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed;
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 45 Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut
out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the
clay, the silver, and the gold--the great God has made known to the king what will come
to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure."
36

Dan 2:36-45 (NKJV)

So after reading these verses, the only thing we know for certain is that
the Head of gold represents Nebuchadnezzar, What is the big deal
with him and what is this talk of four kingdoms?
Before we get into the talk of the four kingdoms, I want to introduce you
to four beasts, because their meaning is tied into the meaning of the
statue and we will learn all their meanings together.
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Daniel’s four beasts
One thing I want to clarify here and it will hold true in the rest of our
studies in prophecy. Any time the “sea” is mentioned, it is not referring
to the oceans or any other body of water. In prophecy, the sea is the
throngs of people.
That being said, let’s look in on Daniel as he sleeps:

In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his
head while on his bed. Then he wrote down the dream, telling the main facts. 2 Daniel
spoke, saying, "I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were
stirring up the Great Sea. 3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, each different
from the other.
1

Dan 7:1-3 (NKJV)

So, Daniel sees four beasts, it is not a coincidence that the statue that
Nebuchadnezzar saw had four divisions because they all describe the
same things. Each one describes an earthly kingdom or world power if
you will.
Let’s look at these monsters.

The first beast
The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings. I watched till its wings were plucked
off; and it was lifted up from the earth and made to stand on two feet like a man, and a
man's heart was given to it.
4

Dan 7:4 (NKJV)
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In ancient times, the winged lion represented the Babylonian empire.
Truthfully they were the first “world empire.” Want to see an artist
rendition of this beast?

So what made the Babylonian empire so great?
First of all, the ancient Babylonians paved the way for modern
mathematics. They devised the first double digit time, 10, 11, 12 o’clock.
They were major architects, building great temples and the Hanging
Gardens of Babylon that was considered one of the seven wonders of
the ancient world. They were one of the first societies to have written
laws and punishments.
This Kingdom ruled for close to 2000 years. That is why it was
described as the golden head. Gold is the most expensive and durable
of all the metals mentioned.
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Okay, what about the wings being plucked off and standing like a
man?
King Nebuchadnezzar was humiliated and made to live as an animal
for a time. This story is found in Daniel chapter 4. After
Nebuchadnezzar came to himself, he repented and lived a righteous
life, giving a heart of compassion to the kingdom of Babylon.
Let me show you a map of the Babylonian Empire:

This kingdom is now modern day Iraq.

The Second Beast
19

And suddenly another beast, a second, like a bear. It was raised up on one side, and had
three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. And they said thus to it: 'Arise, devour much
flesh!'
5

Dan 7:5 (NKJV)

When we think of a bear, we think of brute force or strength. How
many times have we watched a movie and seen a bear attack and
cringe?
The reason that the bear was described as the second beast is the next
world empire was fierce and strong and relentless. Let me show you a
rendition of this beast:

This beast was fulfilled in the kingdom of Medo-Persia. They were
originally two kingdoms, the Medes and the Persians which was
centered in modern day Iran.
History will show that this kingdom was eventually dominated by the
stronger Persian Empire that is why the bear was raised up on one side.
Let me show a map of the ancient Medo-Persian Empire.
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As you can see, this empire covered a lot more territory than the
Babylonian Empire, hence the phrase in the verse above, devour much
flesh.
The Empire swallowed the Babylonian Empire, the Kingdom of Lydia,
and the Kingdom of Egypt. We know where Egypt was, but what
about Lydia, where was that?
The ancient kingdom of Lydia was in what is today Turkey.
These three kingdoms, Lydia, Egypt, and Babylon are the three ribs that
are in the mouth of the bear.
There is another description of this kingdom found in Daniel chapter 8:
Then I lifted my eyes and saw, and there, standing beside the river, was a ram which had
two horns, and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher
one came up last. 4 I saw the ram pushing westward, northward, and southward, so that no
animal could withstand him; nor was there any that could deliver from his hand, but he
did according to his will and became great.
3

Dan 8:3-4 (NKJV)
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Once again notice that it had two horns and one was higher than the
other.

The ultimate defeat of this empire is described in Daniel chapter 8 as
the war between a ram and a goat. We will talk more about this in just
a little bit.

The Third Beast
After this I looked, and there was another, like a leopard, which had on its back four
wings of a bird. The beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it.
6

Dan 7:6 (NKJV)

This beast is representative of the Grecian Empire, specifically under the
control of Alexander the Great. Under Alexander, the Greek empire
ran roughshod over the known world, conquering it very quickly. This
goes to show what an organized, well trained force can do under
competent leaders.
Let’s look at a rendition of this beast:
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This beast has a few meanings connected with it. First of all, let’s look
at the wings. They denote speed, once again referring to the speed
with which Greece conquered the world. The four wings also denote
universality, think of the four winds, the four corners of the world, etc…
Let’s think back to the statue for a minute before we go on. This
kingdom is represented by the belly and thighs of bronze, a strong
durable metal, but not that valuable.
This beast is also described in Daniel chapter 8 as a male goat:
And as I was considering, suddenly a male goat came from the west, across the surface
of the whole earth, without touching the ground; and the goat had a notable horn between
his eyes.
5

Dan 8:5 (NKJV)

This beast reminds me of a unicorn, strong and majestic.

Let’s look at a map of the ancient Grecian Empire under Alexander:

Now I want to look at the four heads of the beast.
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After the death of Alexander the Great, the Kingdom of Greece was
divided into four main sub-kingdoms. These were Macedonia, Egypt,
Syria, and Thrace. Let’s look at a map of these kingdoms:

As the Greek Empire came to power, there was a struggle between the
Persian Empire and the Greeks. This is described in Daniel Chapter 8:
Then he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing beside the river,
and ran at him with furious power. 7 And I saw him confronting the ram; he was moved
with rage against him, attacked the ram, and broke his two horns. There was no power in
the ram to withstand him, but he cast him down to the ground and trampled him; and
there was no one that could deliver the ram from his hand. 8 Therefore the male goat grew
very great; but when he became strong, the large horn was broken, and in place of it four
notable ones came up toward the four winds of heaven.
6

Dan 8:6-8 (NKJV)

This signifies the battle between Greece and Persia that Greece
eventually won. Notice also that the Horn of the goat was broken and
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four arose in its place. There is another part that is contained in the
description of the goat and not the other beast I want to look at:
And out of one of them came a little horn which grew exceedingly great toward the
south, toward the east, and toward the Glorious Land. 10 And it grew up to the host of
heaven; and it cast down some of the host and some of the stars to the ground, and
trampled them. 11 He even exalted himself as high as the Prince of the host; and by him
the daily sacrifices were taken away, and the place of His sanctuary was cast down.
12
Because of transgression, an army was given over to the horn to oppose the daily
sacrifices; and he cast truth down to the ground. He did all this and prospered.
Dan 8:9-12 (NKJV)

These verses were fulfilled in the personage of a man named Antiochus
Epiphanes. In 168 B.C., Antiochus occupied Jerusalem as ruler of Syria,
under Greek control. While he was there, he offered pigs on the Jewish
alter of burnt offerings, and sprinkled waster used to boil flesh all over
the temple and even erected a statue of Jupiter Olympus in the temple
itself. This man was just a foreshadowing of what the true antichrist will
do when he gains power.

The Fourth Beast
After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible,
exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and
trampling the residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it,
and it had ten horns.

7

Dan 7:7 (NKJV)
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Contained within this beast is a lot of conjecture as to exactly what it
means. Let my try to sum it all up without getting in way over our
heads.
This beast is hard to describe. As the verse says, it was different from
all the others, as will be made clear by the renditions I will include:

Looks like something straight out of a nightmare doesn’t it?
Let’s take a minute and look at Daniel’s physical description for a
minute.
The first description is dreadful and terrible. Think about all the
monsters you have ever seen in the movies and then think of the ones
that really scare you. First of all those creations must be believable.
The ones that really get me are the ones that the movies keep hidden
and then when you least expect it, there they are in the gross flesh!!
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The next thing Daniel notices is that the beast was exceeding strong.
Have you ever seen any of the Godzilla movies? What about Jurassic
Park when the T-Rex attacked and pushed the truck over the wall? This
strength is a wild rage filled action that is uncontrollable.
The next thing Daniel notices is its teeth were iron and it was devouring
and breaking into pieces. Did you know that the T-Rex had about sixty
teeth and there were up to nine inches long? Just imagine this guy
chomping down on an unsuspecting dinosaur; it would all be over
except for the swallowing.
The next description Daniel gives is that this beast was trampling the
residue with its feet. It was exerting its influence on everything around
it, not caring what it crushed in the process.
The final description in this verse is that the beast had ten horns on its
head. There is not much to say about these except that in the Bible, a
horn signifies power.
Now I want to look at the meanings of this beast for just a minute.
This beast corresponds with the legs of iron on and the feet and toes of
the statue as iron mixed with clay. Iron is strong and durable. It was
the ultimate of metals in the ancient times. Not used at all for any type
of jewelry, but common to every lifestyle.
As with the other beasts, this one is representative of an earthly
kingdom. This kingdom is the Roman Empire.

The theory followed by most “end times prophecy experts” states that
this beast represents the Roman Empire. This can be easily followed
because the Roman Empire did conquer most of the lands taken by the
first three kingdoms. The Empire was divided into ten sub kingdoms and
did follow Greece as the next world power.
27

Let me show you a map of the Roman Empire at its greatest power:

The Roman Empire was the ultimate empire of the ancient world. The
vision from the statue was that this part had two legs and was made of
iron. The Roman Empire was divided into the eastern and the western
empire. The western being centered in Rome and the western being
centered in Constantinople. The west developed into modern day
Europe and the east became the seat of Islam. Near the end of the
Roman Empire, the kingdom was divided into ten sub-kingdoms.
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Now for the tricky part, the statue describes the feet and toes being iron
mixed with clay. I believe this signifies the deterioration of this empire,
loosing its power if you will, for ultimately when the antichrist sets up his
system of worship, all world religions must fail.
There is something else about this beast that was not revealed to
Nebuchadnezzar in his statue. Let’s keep reading Daniel’s description:
I was considering the horns, and there was another horn, a little one, coming up among
them, before whom three of the first horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in
this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking pompous words.
8

Dan 7:8 (NKJV)

Regardless of you viewpoint, the little horn that arises is another
foreshadowing of the antichrist.
Let me show another picture:

Here is what I believe about the little horn. I believe this is representing
the antichrist. Let me explain; let’s take the description of this horn:
1. It arose from the fourth beast (Daniel 7:8 and 24),
2. It came after the ten other horns (Daniel 7:24), It was different to the other ten,
that is it was not just a political power.
3. It started little but became greater than the other horns (Daniel 7:8 and 20).
4. It replaced three horns, or kingdoms (Daniel 7:8 and 24), so it had the ability to
make war.
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5. It had eyes like a man (a symbol of intelligence) and it boasted (Daniel 7:8 and
25).
6. It was to oppress the saints (Daniel 7:25).
7. It would try to change times and the laws (Daniel 7:25).
8. It was allowed special power over the saints for "a time, times, and half a time
(Daniel 7:25).

I want us to look briefly at the ten kingdoms that were spawned from
this empire:
Tribe

Location

Western Rome

Europe

1

Franks

France

2

Allemani

Germany

3

Lombards

Italy

4

Suevi

Portugal

5

Anglo-Saxons

England

6

Burgundians

Switzerland

7

Visigoths

Spain

8

Heruli

Italy (493)

9

Vandals

Extinct

10
Ostrogoths
Eastern Rome
Middle East

Africa (534)
Italy (538

Notice that the final three kingdoms are extinct. And that the eastern
kingdom became the Middle East, ruled by Islam.
I want to look at one more passage to end this section:
"Thus he said: 'The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, which shall be
different from all other kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, Trample it and break
it in pieces. 24 The ten horns are ten kings who shall arise from this kingdom. And another
shall rise after them; He shall be different from the first ones, and shall subdue three
kings. 25 He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, Shall persecute the saints
of the Most High, and shall intend to change times and law. Then the saints shall be
given into his hand for a time and times and half a time. 26 'But the court shall be seated,
and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and destroy it forever. 27 Then the
kingdom and dominion, And the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven,
Shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey Him.' 28 "This is the end of the account.
As for me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly troubled me, and my countenance changed; but I
kept the matter in my heart."
23

30

Dan 7:23-28 (NKJV)

As terrible as this beast is, we have the assurance that God Himself will
deliver His saints from its grasp and completely defeat it.

Finally, Daniel describes the destruction of this statue. I want us to go
back and read the end of the verses that interoperates the dream
again:
Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly of iron, the
kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw the
iron mixed with ceramic clay. 42 And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly
of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile. 43 As you saw iron mixed
with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one
another, just as iron does not mix with clay. 44 And in the days of these kings the God of
heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not
be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it
shall stand forever. 45 Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain
without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the
gold--the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after this. The
dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure."
41

Dan 2:41-45 (NKJV)

The feet and toes are made of iron mixed with clay. Certain things
don’t mix together and iron and clay do not. It makes for a weak
substance that breaks easily. The ultimate end of the fourth
beast/kingdom comes from a weakening of itself. I believe this will
come from internal strife, struggles for power, and also from a
deterioration of its own standards.
What ultimately destroys the statue is the stone that was cut without
hands. I believe this is no other than Jesus and the kingdom that is
established will be the kingdom of God Himself that will last forever.
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I know this just briefly touches on the four beasts that Daniel saw, but
this gives us a good foundation to continue on.

Chapter three, Isaiah and the Seraphim,
Ezekiel and the Cherubim and the wheels

32

In the book of Isaiah, the prophet gets a rare glimpse of the throne room
of God. What I want us to notice however, are the creatures around
the throne:
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up,
and the train of His robe filled the temple. 2 Above it stood seraphim; each one had six
wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.
3
And one cried to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; The whole
earth is full of His glory!"
1

Isaiah 6:1-3 (NKJV)

So we can understand the wording, the train is like the train that the
bride wears, but what is a seraphim?
Seraphim itself is the plural of the Hebrew word seraph. This is a class
of angels that in the Old Testament is only mentioned in Isaiah by name.
These angels are believed to be of the highest order and precedence in
the angelic world since their only duty is to praise God. The word
seraph, in a literal translation means “burning one.” We can only guess
as to their appearance because Isaiah writes that they have six wings
and that is the only description of them. But if we notice what they are
doing with their wings, we can get a glimpse of their character.
Our pastor brought a message recently from this passage and I want to
share some of his thoughts.
33

The text says one set of wings covered their feet, in other words they
aren’t walking where they want to walk, God is guiding their steps.
What is the old adage when you are up high? Don’t look down, right?
That is the concept here.
Another set of wings covered their head. This signifies that they are in
complete dependence from God to lead them. They are not going
where they want to go, but letting the Spirit guide.
It states that the third and final set of wings is used to fly. That is the one
that is given over to the work of God to work through them.
What an honor it must be for these angels to be in the presence of God
and continually sing His praises.
The book of Ezekiel describes another type of angel. Scholars believe
these are called the Cherubim which is plural with the word cherub
being singular. Let’s look at Ezekiel’s description of these:
Then I looked, and behold, a whirlwind was coming out of the north, a great cloud with
raging fire engulfing itself; and brightness was all around it and radiating out of its midst
like the color of amber, out of the midst of the fire. 5 Also from within it came the
likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance: they had the likeness of a
man. 6 Each one had four faces, and each one had four wings. 7 Their legs were straight,
and the soles of their feet were like the soles of calves' feet. They sparkled like the color
of burnished bronze. 8 The hands of a man were under their wings on their four sides; and
each of the four had faces and wings. 9 Their wings touched one another. The creatures
did not turn when they went, but each one went straight forward. 10 As for the likeness of
their faces, each had the face of a man; each of the four had the face of a lion on the right
side, each of the four had the face of an ox on the left side, and each of the four had the
face of an eagle. 11 Thus were their faces. Their wings stretched upward; two wings of
each one touched one another, and two covered their bodies. 12 And each one went
straight forward; they went wherever the spirit wanted to go, and they did not turn when
they went. 13 As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning
coals of fire, like the appearance of torches going back and forth among the living
creatures. The fire was bright, and out of the fire went lightning. 14 And the living
creatures ran back and forth, in appearance like a flash of lightning.
4

Ezek 1:4-14 (NKJV)
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I know this is a big chunk of hard scripture, but we are going to take it a
little at a time.
I mentioned before that a literal translation of the word seraph means
burning one. I believe that could be said of these angels also. If you
stay in the presence of God, some of His glory will show on you as well.
Remember Moses, after he had been with God, his face shone so
brightly, that he had to wear a veil to cover it. This is touched on in the
first verse:
Then I looked, and behold, a whirlwind was coming out of the north, a great cloud with
raging fire engulfing itself; and brightness was all around it and radiating out of its midst
like the color of amber, out of the midst of the fire.

4

Ezek 1:4 (NKJV)
They sparkled like the color of burnished bronze.
Ezek 1:7 (NKJV)

So the appearance is as one on fire.

Now Ezekiel gets into the description of these creatures.

First off, he says there are four then he gets into the description of them:

Also from within it came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their
appearance: they had the likeness of a man.
5

Ezek 1:5 (NKJV)
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To me the concept of them having the likeness of a man goes back to
when God created man:
26

Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image

Gen 1:26 (NKJV)

I believe, like man, the angels were created in the image of God. They
portray the holy and unblemished aspects of God’s character.

Now he denotes that they had four faces:
6

Each one had four faces, and each one had four wings.

Ezek 1:6 (NKJV)

Let’s see a picture:
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We are not going to cover a lot of the meanings of the four faces, or
identities, if you will, because this will also be covered in another
lesson. I will however go over the Old Testament meanings of the four.
When the Israelites camped on their way from Egypt to Canaan, they
set up around the tabernacle, three tribes to each side. Each
encampment had a standard, the eagle, the ox, the man, and the lion.
The camp of Dan to the north had the standard of the eagle. The camp
of Ephraim to the west had the standard of the ox. The camp of Reuben
to the south had the standard of the man. Finally the camp of Judah to
the east had the standard of the lion.

Each creature had a meaning to the tribes, gave them a rallying point if
you will. Make no mistake; these standards were not set up to be
worshiped, but to act like a flag.
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Now a big difference in these angels and the ones Isaiah saw are the
wings. The Seraphim had six wings; these Cherubim have four wings
and are not mentioned as flying.

and each one had four wings.
Ezek 1:6 (NKJV)
Their wings touched one another. The creatures did not turn when they went, but each
one went straight forward.
9

Ezek 1:9 (NKJV)
Their wings stretched upward; two wings of each one touched one another, and two
covered their bodies.
Ezek 1:11 (NKJV)

Like I mentioned about the Seraphim, these covered their body with one
set of wings to show complete humiliation before God.
I believe the fact that the wings touched one another shows that they
had a common sense of purpose; they were united in their desire to
serve God.

Now we get a more descriptive idea of what they look like:
Their legs were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the soles of calves' feet.
They sparkled like the color of burnished bronze. 8 The hands of a man were under their
wings on their four sides; and each of the four had faces and wings.
7

Ezek 1:7-8 (NKJV)

When I read this, the image I get is of the mythological creature, a faun.
This guy is half man, half goat, the top half being man. But you see
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these angels are not human and this just shows some of the imagination
of the Father.

Next we are given a description of how they moved:
And each one went straight forward; they went wherever the spirit wanted to go, and
they did not turn when they went. 13 As for the likeness of the living creatures, their
appearance was like burning coals of fire, like the appearance of torches going back and
forth among the living creatures. The fire was bright, and out of the fire went lightning.
14
And the living creatures ran back and forth, in appearance like a flash of lightning.
12

Ezek 1:12-14 (NKJV)

The text says they did not turn, but went straight ahead wherever the
Spirit wanted to go. I believe this gives us direction in that when the
Spirit of God leads us to do something, we should not turn from it, but
go straight on and do the task set before us.

The final thing Ezekiel notices here is the wheel. There is a guy at work
that is the oldest on our shift and we pick at him all the time because of
his age. One night we were picking and someone said that he was so
old that when the caveman brought out the wheel, Greg said that thing
will never roll.

Let’s look at the text:
Now as I looked at the living creatures, behold, a wheel was on the earth beside each
living creature with its four faces.

15

Ezek 1:15 (NKJV)

What Ezekiel saw was not what we would considerer a wheel per say.
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Let me make a long story short here. The wheel is a representation of
the Spirit and power of God, nothing more, nothing less. Ezekiel goes
on to describe it:
The appearance of the wheels and their workings was like the color of beryl, and all
four had the same likeness. The appearance of their workings was, as it were, a wheel in
the middle of a wheel.
16

Ezek 1:16 (NKJV)

Once again, let’s not get caught up in the what if’s or the why’s or the
maybe so’s. This represents God’s spirit moving as and where it wants
to.

I know this covered a lot of stuff and I left quite a bit out on purpose.
What I did leave out, we will cover in greater detail in a future lesson.
For know this gives us an introduction to a few of the players to come in
the book of Revelation.
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Chapter four, The Apostle John and the
Beginning of the Revelation

41

There are a few things I want us to look at as background before we get
heavy into Revelation itself.
The first thing is; do you know which John wrote the Book of Revelation?
I know without a doubt, some may say John the Baptist, but that is
incorrect. The writer of this book is John the Apostle. He wrote the
Gospel of John, 1, 2, 3 John and Revelation.
But why John; why not Peter, or some of the other Disciples? John was
described as the disciple that Jesus loved:
7

Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!"

John 21:7 (NKJV)

Jesus also thought enough of John that when He was hanging on the
cross, he entrusted John to take care of Mary, His mother:
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Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother's sister, Mary the
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the
disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, "Woman, behold your son!"
27
Then He said to the disciple, "Behold your mother!" And from that hour that disciple
took her to his own home.
25

John 19:25-27 (NKJV)

Not to belabor a point here, but John held a special place in the heart
of Jesus.
Now the question is where was John when he wrote the Book of
Revelation?
To answer this question, I need to fill in the story of John’s life up and
until this time.
John was one of the Inner Circle of Disciples, meaning he was one of
the most trusted. This circle included Peter and James, John’s brother.
John was there on the mount when Jesus was transfigured into His
glorious state:
Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high
mountain by themselves; 2 and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the
sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. 3 And behold, Moses and Elijah
appeared to them, talking with Him.
1

Matt 17:1-3 (NKJV)

John became so close to Jesus, he even leaned his head on Jesus’ chest
at the last supper to ask about the betrayer:
23

Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved.

John 13:22-23 (NKJV)

What did John do after Pentecost? He spent most of his time in and
around Ephesus, founding the church there. He was heavily
persecuted, as were the other Christians of that time. During this time,

43

James, his brother, was beheaded, Phillip was crucified, Andrew was
crucified, Mark was drug to his death, Matthew was killed with a
halberd or a battle axe, the other James was stoned and finally had his
head crushed with a club, Peter was crucified upside down, Thaddeus
was crucified, Bartholomew was crucified, Simon was crucified,
Thomas was run through with a spear, Luke was hung from an olive
tree, Paul was beheaded, Stephen was stoned, the list could go on and
on, but you get the point, it was not an easy time to be called a
Christian.
So, what happened to John? While John was in Ephesus, he was
arrested in 95 a.d. and sent to Rome to stand trial for his faith. The
Roman Emperor Dometian decided that john should suffer and die, so
in front of a crowded coliseum crowd he was to be thrown alive into a
boiling cauldron of oil. This did not kill the disciple so tradition says that
he was forced to drink poison, this did not kill the disciple either.
Tradition says that John was blinded, but I could find no historical
record of that event. What happened next, john was sent into exile on
the island of Patmos, off the Greek coast. Patmos is a volcanic island,
that today has a thriving tourist industry, but during John’s time was the
place for exiles to go to be forgotten.
Patmos was a desolate area. They thought that by sending John to
Patmos, his voice would be hushed; instead it got louder because
sometimes when God really wants to get our attention, we need to be
free from all distractions.
So now that John is on the island, we can start in the book.
John was exiled, but not alone:
I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience
of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the
testimony of Jesus Christ. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and I heard behind me a
loud voice, as of a trumpet, 11 saying, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the
Last," and, "What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in
9
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Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to
Laodicea."
Rev 1:9-11 (NKJV)

I want to look at the phrase; I am the Alpha and the Omega for just a
minute. This small phrase is often overlooked, but it is very important to
the understanding of Revelation. As I stated during the Christmas
lessons, Greece gave the world a universal language, a form of speech
that everyone could relate to. Alpha is the first letter in the Greek
alphabet and Omega is the last letter.
Jesus saying that He is the Alpha and Omega, to me means that
throughout every circumstance we face, He is right there guiding us and
is ultimately in control despite what we see. In the coming Chapters of
Revelation, sometimes the picture is awfully bleak, and it seems that
some could loose hope, but Jesus is right there guiding them through.

The Vision of the Son of Man
After John heard the voice he turned and looked for the one talking.
I remember when I left for basic training; there was an overlap of
several days before I got a chance to call Mom and Dad on the phone,
and what a time it was when I did get to. Scholars tell us that when
John wrote Revelation, it was somewhere around 95 a.d. Christ had
been gone for almost 63 years, but I believe that as soon as john heard
the voice speaking to him, he knew instantly who it was.
Let’s look at the text of this encounter:
Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven
golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man,
clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band.
14
His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of
fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound
12
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of many waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp
two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength.
Rev 1:12-16 (NKJV)

The first thing we notice is what was surrounding the Savior, seven
golden lampstands. The text goes on to say that the lamp stands are
the seven churches which represent seven distinct church types.
I searched for a picture of what this lampstand would look like and
found a very interesting picture. It is an exact replica, made to the Old
Testament account of God telling Moses how to make the lampstand. It
is enclosed in a glass case and is set out for public viewing just outside
the Western Wall in Jerusalem. This lampstand was made in the hope
that it will be the one used in the third temple built in Jerusalem at a
future time. Here is the picture:
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Now the phrase “one like the Son of Man,” what does it mean?
It is a reference back to the book of Daniel describing the Rock that
destroyed Nebuchadnezzar’s statue:
"I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming
with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near
before Him. 14 Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all
peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be
destroyed.
13

Dan 7:13-14 (NKJV)

Who is this one that is being described? It is Jesus whom is now
speaking to John.
Let’s look at a rendition of this vision:
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I want us to briefly look at the description that John gave.
clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band.
Rev 1:13 (NKJV)

This description of His clothing, gives a glimpse into the Heavenly work
of Christ as High Priest on our behalf:
Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest who
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet
without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
14

Heb 4:14-16 (NKJV)

The next description is of the hair:
14

His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow

Rev 1:14 (NKJV)

I really don’t think John was being fashion conscious noticing the hair.
When I see someone with white or grey hair, it usually means they are
experienced, or smart. In colonial times, judges and members of
congress wore white wigs as a symbol of their authority. I think that is
what is reflected in this part of the vision, the authority of Christ.
The next thing that john notices is the eyes:
and His eyes like a flame of fire;
Rev 1:14 (NKJV)

To me this means there is nothing that we can hide from God, He sees
through our feeble attempts to cover ourselves.
Now John notices the feet:
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15

His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace,

Rev 1:15 (NKJV)

This signifies strength and power.
And next the voice:
and His voice as the sound of many waters;
Rev 1:15 (NKJV)

The calming sound of a mountain stream helps many people sleep.
Imagine what calming effect the voice of the savior had on his friend
that had been through so much. And then to us, with all that we face
and endure in our lives, what calm the voice of the Savior should have
for us as well.
John now turns his attention to what Jesus was holding in His hand:
16

He had in His right hand seven stars,

Rev 1:16 (NKJV)

Down in verse 20, we will read that the seven stars are the “angels” to
the seven churches. These are, in my opinion, are not angels per say,
but the Greek states angelos which means messenger. I believe these
are symbolic of the pastors of these churches. What a great thought it
is to know, for those of us that are, Jesus holds His messengers in his
hand, safe from all harm. It is a great thought to now that when we
stand for Him, we are secure in Him.
Then John notices something strange:
out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword,
Rev 1:16 (NKJV)

This is not a reference back to the verse in Ephesians:
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and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;
Eph 6:17 (NKJV)

This sword is what the Word of God effects in our lives. It is stated
plainly in Hebrews:
For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
12

Heb 4:12 (NKJV)

So what in the world is this sword coming out of the mouth of the
Savior?
To understand this, we must look ahead in Revelation at a rider on a
white horse:
Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were
like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no
one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is
called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that
with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He
Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
11

Rev 19:11-15 (NKJV)

Without getting too far ahead, this is Jesus wielding the power of God.
The sword represents the Sword of the Son of Man. It is for the
protection of His people and the defeat of His enemies.
And finally His countenance shining like the sun refers back to the
transfiguration when the very appearance of Christ changed into His
glorified state.
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Chapter five, The Rapture
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John was given messages to seven churches in Asia Minor that
precedes this in the text. We are going to skip over it for time’s sake,
but do take the time and go back and read the letters to the churches.
I want us to open our minds.
We are about to enter a place that has been the cause of debate for
scholars from the time Revelation was written until today.
John begins the fourth chapter like this:
After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first
voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, "Come up here, and I
will show you things which must take place after this."

1

Rev 4:1 (NKJV)
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I wonder sometimes how John felt when he heard these words and saw
this vision; “Come up here!”
I hear these words and I have to think back to the book of Thessalonians
where Paul writes these famous words:
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we
who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.
16

1 Thess 4:16-17 (NKJV)

A lot of speculation has gone into what will be shouted, but I believe
that the shout we as true Christians will hear will be just what John
heard, “Come up here!”
These verses describe what is known as the rapture. This is the event
where Christ returns to take His children home to be with Him. Although
the word “rapture” does not occur in the Bible, a Latin verb does
appear in these verses. It is the word “rapare” which means to seize,
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snatch or take away. From this word we get the thought of a bird of
prey snatching a small animal in mid flight and taking it away, that is
why the birds of prey are called raptors.
Also we get a transliteration, which is when the word has no English
comparison, the translators made a new word, the word rapture
appears.
Why is this important to our study? The rapture is the cornerstone to
which all end times prophecy hinges. Without the rapture, all the
prophecies will be debunked.
Let me show you just a few verses referring to the rapture:
But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in
the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and did not know until the flood came
and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 Then two men
will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding at
the mill: one will be taken and the other left. 42 Watch therefore, for you do not know
what hour your Lord is coming.
37

Matt 24:37-42 (NKJV)
Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a
cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven
as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, 11 who also said, "Men of
Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up
from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven."
Acts 1:9-11 (NKJV)
Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the
earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory. 31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet,
and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the
other.
30

Matt 24:30-31 (NKJV)
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All these prophecies and others in the Bible omitted for times sake, point
to the time when the Father will look over at the Son and say go get My
children and bring them to me.
In the Christian faith, the fact that the rapture will happen is something
that is without debate denomination wide. The debate comes into play
about the timing of the rapture.
Jesus had some strong words about people stating when the rapture
will happen:
Then if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or 'There!' do not believe it. 24 For
false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if
possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you beforehand. 26 Therefore if they say to you,
'Look, He is in the desert!' do not go out; or 'Look, He is in the inner rooms!' do not
believe it. 27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will
the coming of the Son of Man be.
23

Matt 24:23-27 (NKJV)

There has been speculation about the timing since Jesus was taken into
Heaven in Acts chapter one. Jesus tells us here, basically, don’t believe
anything until you see it for yourself. No man knows when it will
happen. Jesus Himself does not know:
"But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father
only.

36

Matt 24:36 (NKJV)

Now let me clarify a few things. The rapture will not happen until the
end of the church age. I believe that will not happen until the Spirit of
God is totally ignored by the human population of earth. As long as the
Spirit is moving, I believe that God will delay the rapture to allow more
souls to be saved.
The greatest debate of the rapture is when it occurs in relation to the
tribulation period. As we will study later, we will find the tribulation is a
period when God’s Spirit is withdrawn from the earth and Satan is
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basically given free reign for a period of seven years. The tribulation is
divided into two sections, the tribulation, where there will be “peace”
and political calm, and the great tribulation, where excuse the phrase,
literally all hell will erupt on the earth. Each section is divided into 3 ½
years.
There are three schools of thought that dominate the timing of the
rapture. These are:
Pre-tribulational, aka pretrib
Mid-tribulational, aka midtrib
Post-tribulational, aka posttrib
Very briefly the short of these theories is this. Pretribs believe that the
rapture will happen before the tribulation. Midtribs believe that the
rapture will happen at the end of the tribulation but before the great
tribulation. Posttribs believe the rapture will happen and the end of all
tribulation.
My view, and I feel I can say the view of my church, is that the rapture
will be a pre-tribulational rapture. My reasoning for this is simple.
First, the tribulation is a period of judgment on the unrighteous world.
As Christians, we are free from this judgment.
"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent
Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into
life.
24

John 5:24 (NKJV)

Second, chapter three of Revelation is the last mention of the “church.”
The next time the body of believers is mentioned, we are referred to as
the bride of Christ.
And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and
as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, "Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent

56

reigns! 7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has
come, and His wife has made herself ready." 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in
fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 9 Then he
said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the
Lamb!' " And he said to me, "These are the true sayings of God."
Rev 19:6-9 (NKJV)

How do we know this is the church?
Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is head of the
wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 24 Therefore,
just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in
everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave
Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by
the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So
husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves
himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the
Lord does the church. 30 For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones.
31
"For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and
the two shall become one flesh." 32 This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ
and the church.
22

Eph 5:22-32 (NKJV)

Here is the ultimate truth about the rapture as I see it.
We are not sure when the rapture will happen. Not sure what we will
feel, what we will see, what we will hear even what we will do. All we
really know is if the word of God is true, and it is, the rapture will take
place. All we have to do is be ready for it.
A lot of emphasis is placed on how you live and what you do as a
Christian. There are a lot of gray areas about our activities. Let me
leave one final thought with you. If you are doing something, or are
somewhere, or with someone, would you be ashamed if Jesus returned
and found you there?

Humbling thought isn’t it?
57

Chapter six, The Throne room of God
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What John sees next, we can just barely get our mortal minds around it.

Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the
throne. 3 And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and
there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald.
2

Rev 4:2-3 (NKJV)

John enters into the very throne room of God.
Much like Isaiah:
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up,
and the train of His robe filled the temple. 2 Above it stood seraphim; each one had six
wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.
1

Isaiah 6:1-2 (NKJV)

Much like Ezekiel:
The likeness of the firmament above the heads of the living creatures was like the color
of an awesome crystal, stretched out over their heads. 23 And under the firmament their
wings spread out straight, one toward another. Each one had two which covered one side,
and each one had two which covered the other side of the body. 24 When they went, I
heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of many waters, like the voice of the
Almighty, a tumult like the noise of an army; and when they stood still, they let down
their wings. 25 A voice came from above the firmament that was over their heads;
whenever they stood, they let down their wings. 26 And above the firmament over their
heads was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like a sapphire stone; on the likeness of
the throne was a likeness with the appearance of a man high above it. 27 Also from the
appearance of His waist and upward I saw, as it were, the color of amber with the
appearance of fire all around within it; and from the appearance of His waist and
downward I saw, as it were, the appearance of fire with brightness all around. 28 Like the
appearance of a rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the
brightness all around it. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD.
So when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard a voice of One speaking.
22

Ezek 1:22-28 (NKJV)

We just cannot comprehend this scene.
Here is an artist rendition of the throne room of God:
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Remember back to the lessons on Heaven? We are going to re-visit
one part of that lesson.
I believe that the main focal point of Heaven will be the throne of God.
John describes it in Revelation chapter 4:
Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the
throne. 3 And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and
there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald. 4 Around the
throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting,
clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads. 5 And from the throne
proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire were burning before
the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. 6 Before the throne there was a sea of
glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living
creatures full of eyes in front and in back
2

Rev 4:2-6 (NKJV)

This just gives us a glimpse of the glory and majesty of God Himself.
But I want us to look at a couple of things here.
First the image John describes is the image of God. Just think for a
second, you have just seen your first car ever. Now try to convey that
image to some one else that has never seen one either. Kind of hard to
do, huh? The best way John could describe the image of God was in
the imagery of a gemstone. John described God’s appearance as
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jasper and a sardine stone. To revisit the walls for a second, jasper is
found in yellows, reds, brown and greens. A sardine stone is known for
its rich red color. Something I want you to notice, John did not
describe God with human features, and he described His brilliance.
Also the throne is not empty, there is God sitting on it. That should
make you want to shout just a little. You want my opinion about
something here? Next chance you get, watch a sunset. What colors
do you see painting the western sky? Reds, browns, yellows all colors
associated with the image John saw of God. I think nature is trying to
give us a glimpse of God every day with the sunset.
Next I want to notice something strange. Think back to the story of
Noah. What did God say would be the sign He would not destroy the
earth with water again?
I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant between Me
and the earth. 14 It shall be, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be
seen in the cloud; 15 and I will remember My covenant which is between Me and you and
every living creature of all flesh; the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy
all flesh. 16 The rainbow shall be in the cloud, and I will look on it to remember the
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the
earth." 17 And God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant which I have
established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth."
13

Gen 9:13-17 (NKJV)

To give the people of earth comfort, God takes a piece of His very
throne to give them a sign, a rainbow. How many times after
rainstorms have you looked out and seen the rainbow ant thought,
wow, how pretty. Have you ever seen a complete rainbow? I mean
one that makes a complete circle? There is one around the throne of
God. It signifies completion and perfection. God is perfect, made a
perfect promise to Noah that reminds us every time it storms, He is still
in control.
The next thing John notices is a sea of glass like unto crystal before the
throne. Like when we talked about the Hoshen and the foundations of
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the city, we are going to look back at the ancient temple for clarification
here.
Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 18 "You shall also make a laver of bronze, with
its base also of bronze, for washing. You shall put it between the tabernacle of meeting
and the altar. And you shall put water in it, 19 for Aaron and his sons shall wash their
hands and their feet in water from it. 20 When they go into the tabernacle of meeting, or
when they come near the altar to minister, to burn an offering made by fire to the LORD,
they shall wash with water, lest they die. 21 So they shall wash their hands and their feet,
lest they die. And it shall be a statute forever to them--to him and his descendants
throughout their generations."
17

Ex 30:17-21 (NKJV)

The sea of crystal is represented by the laver in front of the temple,
which was also called a sea. Let’s look at the Matthew Henry
Commentary for a little more info.

He saw before the throne a sea of glass, like unto crystal. As in the
temple there was a great vessel of brass filled with water, in which the
priests were to wash when they went to minister before the Lord (and
this was called a sea), so in the gospel church the sea or laver for
purification is the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, who cleanses from all
sin, even from sanctuary-sins. In this all those must be washed that are
admitted into the gracious presence of God on earth or his glorious
presence in heaven.
So the sea in front of the throne of God represents the blood of Christ.
Free from every imperfection and it is the only way to approach the
throne of God.
From the throne, John now turns his attention to the creatures
surrounding the throne.
The first group he notices are 24 people on thrones:
Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders
sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads.
Rev 4:4 (NKJV)

62

There is much speculation as to who these elders are. Some have
maintained that they are special ruling angels. This is not supported by
the Bible because in chapter 5 the elders sing a song of the redemption
of God:
And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its
seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every
tribe and tongue and people and nation,
9

Rev 5:9 (NKJV)

63

Others have said that these men are the twelve sons of Jacob and the
twelve apostles. Respectively representing the old and new
testaments. What we do know about these men is that they are in a
place of high honor to God being seated around the throne.
The next thing that John notices are four creatures:
Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne,
and around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back. 7 The
first living creature was like a lion, the second living creature like a calf, the third living
creature had a face like a man, and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. 8 The
four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And
they do not rest day or night, saying: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was
and is and is to come!"
6

Rev 4:6-8 (NKJV)

These creatures were seen by Ezekiel in his first vision of heaven:
Also from within it came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their
appearance: they had the likeness of a man. 6 Each one had four faces, and each one had
four wings. 7 Their legs were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the soles of
calves' feet. They sparkled like the color of burnished bronze. 8 The hands of a man were
under their wings on their four sides; and each of the four had faces and wings. 9 Their
wings touched one another. The creatures did not turn when they went, but each one
went straight forward. 10 As for the likeness of their faces, each had the face of a man;
each of the four had the face of a lion on the right side, each of the four had the face of an
ox on the left side, and each of the four had the face of an eagle. 11 Thus were their faces.
Their wings stretched upward; two wings of each one touched one another, and two
covered their bodies. 12 And each one went straight forward; they went wherever the spirit
wanted to go, and they did not turn when they went. 13 As for the likeness of the living
creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire, like the appearance of torches
going back and forth among the living creatures. The fire was bright, and out of the fire
went lightning. 14 And the living creatures ran back and forth, in appearance like a flash of
lightning.
5

Ezek 1:5-14 (NKJV)

I believe these are a special class of angels found only here in the very
presence of God. I want to take the tie to look at each one of these and
speak a little to their meaning.
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The first creature
The first creature is described as being like a lion. The lion is known as
the king of the beasts. It is the top predator in the food chain.
The
lion has long been used to denote royalty. The lion could be the
superior land mammal created. I love the scene in the first Chronicles of
Narnia movie, after Aslan was killed, at sunrise he steps forward
through the pillars and with a triumphant roar announces his return. I
often picture Jesus stepping out of the tomb that first Easter morning with
a shout saying I’m Back!!
This is not lost on the Bible either. Remember the way the camp of Israel
was laid out? The camp of Judah was to the east and had the standard
of the lion. Is it a coincidence that the lion was chosen for Judah? No it
goes all the way back to Genesis:
"Judah, you are he whom your brothers shall praise; Your hand shall be on the neck of
your enemies; Your father's children shall bow down before you. 9 Judah is a lion's
whelp; From the prey, my son, you have gone up. He bows down, he lies down as a lion;
And as a lion, who shall rouse him? 10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a
lawgiver from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be the obedience
of the people.
8

Gen 49:8-10 (NKJV)

To make a long story short, Israel passes the mantle of leadership to
Judah. He refers to Judah as a lion’s whelp and asks who shall rouse
him? Are you going to mess with a sleeping lion? No, me neither.
In the Old Testament, the lion is used as a symbol of courage,
especially in the pursuit of justice and righteousness:
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1

The wicked flee when no one pursues, But the righteous are bold as a lion.

Prov 28:1 (NKJV)

In Revelation chapter five, Jesus is introduced as the Lion of the tribe of
Judah. I do not think that this is a coincidence. I said earlier that the
lion is supreme to other land creatures, Jesus is supreme to all:
Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above
every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of
those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
9

Phil 2:9-11 (NKJV)

The second creature
The next creature is described as an ox or a young bull. How many
times do we see cowboys riding the bull and we watch with
amazement at the feat. My first thought is why.
The bull represents strength. To the ancient Israelites, the young bull
symbolized strength and power as supplied by God.
"Will the wild ox be willing to serve you? Will he bed by your manger? 10 Can you bind
the wild ox in the furrow with ropes? Or will he plow the valleys behind you? 11 Will you
trust him because his strength is great? Or will you leave your labor to him?

9

Job 39:9-11 (NKJV)
11

God has spoken once, Twice I have heard this: That power belongs to God.

Psalms 62:11 (NKJV)
Lift up your eyes on high, And see who has created these things, Who brings out their
host by number; He calls them all by name, By the greatness of His might And the
strength of His power; Not one is missing.
26

Isaiah 40:26 (NKJV)
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I don’t believe this is a coincidence either.

The third creature
This third creature had the face of a man. Remember creation?
Mankind was the only thing created after God’s own image:
26

Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness;

Gen 1:26 (NKJV)

As I have said before, I don’t think that God looks like me, but the
general appearance of human is the idea that is conveyed here.
Another reason I believe it is important that this creature has the
appearance of a man is that humans are the only creation that show the
capacity for love, God’s kind of love:
Jesus said to him, "'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your mind.' 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the
second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'[
37

Matt 22:37-39 (NKJV)
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that
you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have
love for one another."
34

John 13:34-35 (NKJV)

The fourth creature
This final creature mentioned has the appearance of the eagle. There is
no more majestic sight in nature than that of the eagle soaring
effortlessly in the sky. How many times as Americans has the image of
a bald eagle moved us to waves of patriotism?
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Did you know that it is estimated that an eagle can see clearly three to
four times further than a human can. A rough study showed that while
soaring, an eagle can see for fifteen to forty miles.
The majesty of the eagle is not lost on God either. There is a verse in
Job:
Does the eagle mount up at your command, And make its nest on high? 28 On the rocks
it dwells and resides, On the crag of the rock and the stronghold. 29 From there it spies out
the prey; Its eyes observe from afar.
27

Job 39:27-29 (NKJV)

The eagle can see far off, this signifies that God is much more
foresighted than we could ever hope to be.
For the LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding; 7 He
stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk uprightly;
6

Prov 2:6-7 (NKJV)
But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield,
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.

17

James 3:17 (NKJV)

So through these four creatures, we can get a better appreciation for
God, for His supremacy, for His strength, for His love, and for His
wisdom.

After this chapter, the movement gets fast, so hold on tight and we will
get through this together.
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Chapter seven, The Lamb that was slain and
the seven sealed book

Revelation chapter five picks up in the description of the throne room of
God. John had just spent time describing the twenty four elders and the
living creatures around the throne, what happens next is a scene of
pure worship:
The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within.
And they do not rest day or night, saying: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who
was and is and is to come!" 9 Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and
thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders
fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and
ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 11 "You are worthy, O Lord, To
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receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they
exist and were created."
Rev 4:8-11 (NKJV)

In other words, the scene around the throne is that of complete and
total worship.
That is what is so striking about what happens next.
And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on
the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud
voice, "Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?"
1

Rev 5:1-2 (NKJV)
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Now to understand this scroll, we need to look back to one of the
“minor prophets.” Zechariah wrote concerning a flying scroll:
Then I turned and raised my eyes, and saw there a flying scroll. 2 And he said to me,
"What do you see?" So I answered, "I see a flying scroll. Its length is twenty cubits and
its width ten cubits." 3 Then he said to me, "This is the curse that goes out over the face of
the whole earth: 'Every thief shall be expelled,' according to this side of the scroll; and,
'Every perjurer shall be expelled,' according to that side of it." 4 "I will send out the
curse," says the LORD of hosts; "It shall enter the house of the thief And the house of the
one who swears falsely by My name. It shall remain in the midst of his house And
consume it, with its timber and stones."
1

Zech 5:1-4 (NKJV)
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I believe this scroll that Zechariah saw was the very scroll that is now in
Heaven waiting for the time to be opened. Notice God says that He
will send out the curse, this will be clearer when we see what happens
when the scroll is opened.
Now let’s look back to our text in Revelation:
The angel just proclaimed “Who is worthy to open the seals?” John
breaks down here. Have you ever been watching a movie and right as
it gets to the good part, maybe when the whole story comes together
and every thing works out, the power goes out, or the TV station blinks
off the air or whatever happens?
We just experienced the worship of the throne, now John changes the
mood:
And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to
look at it. 4 So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll,
or to look at it.

3

Rev 5:3-4 (NKJV)

John was upset that no one could open it. I believe that after all he had
already seen he was tingling with excitement as to what he would see
next.
One thing that I want you to know about the seals is this. The seal
melted wax that had the mark of a signet ring. When it hardened, only
the one that had the ring or the one that was authorized to could break
the seal. No one was found to open it. But then John hears one of the
elders:
But one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah,
the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals."
5

Rev 5:5 (NKJV)
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The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, it is no coincidence
these names of power were given because they are in effect references
to the Messiah. But when John looks, he does not see someone strong
or powerful standing there, he sees something, well shocking:
And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and
in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns
and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.

6

Rev 5:6 (NKJV)

From such a powerful description to this? What is the deal? Here it is,
the Son of God, the Lion of Judah, had to humble himself to die a
sinner’s death so He could be worthy to open the seals.
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Jesus now moves to take the scroll:
7

Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.

Rev 5:7 (NKJV)

Now let me say that by His death on the cross, dying as the willing
sacrifice of sin, Jesus had every right to open the seal. He completed
what the Father had required.
I am reminded of the C.S. Lewis story, The Chronicles of Narnia. The
Pevinse children, Peter the oldest, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy are
magically transported to the land of Narnia. Edmund betrays his family
and joins forces with the evil witch Jadis. Eventually he is rescued and
forgiven by his family and Aslan the lion. Jadis, not to be defeated so
75

easily, brings forth the ancient law that traitors belong to her and the
boy’s life is required as punishment. To make a long story short, Aslan
sacrifices himself so the boy could be saved. Much the way that Satan
had the law on his side by saying because of our sins, we belonged to
him. Jesus, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, sacrificed His life so that we
could be saved.
Now with John’s vision updated, the praise starts back:
Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders
fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which
are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take
the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by
Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 10 And have made us
kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth." 11 Then I looked, and I
heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and
the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands,
12
saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and
riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and blessing!" 13 And every
creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the
sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: "Blessing and honor and glory and power Be
to Him who sits on the throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!" 14 Then the four living
creatures said, "Amen!" And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who
lives forever and ever.
8

Rev 5:8-14 (NKJV)
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This is the culmination of praise that started back in chapter four. Jesus
is worthy because he died for the redemption of mankind.
From here, the scene turns more somber.

Chapter eight, The seven seals part one:
The Antichrist
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Before we get too far into the seals, I want us to look back for a minute.
The number seven has came up several times, the seven churches, the
seven candlesticks, the seven stars, the seven horns, the seven eyes and
the seven Spirits of God. What is the importance of the number seven?
The number seven is the number of God’s perfection. The scroll that is
about to be opened has seven seals. The next events are seven
trumpets and finally seven vials or bowls of judgment. For now we are
going to deal with the seven seals.
The significance of the removal of the seven seals is that by breaking
these seals, God is letting His hold of the earth go. By the end of the
seals, the earth will be totally in the control of Satan and his minions,
and then only God can set right and make a new earth.
Let’s look right in. This chapter will be long, so stay with me.

The first seal, the rider on a white horse
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Let me say up front that there are two riders on white horses in
Revelation there is this guy and there is another that is identified as Jesus
Christ, no longer a Lamb that was slain, but a crowned king.
So with that in mind let’s look in:
Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living
creatures saying with a voice like thunder, "Come and see."

1

Rev 6:1 (NKJV)

I believe these words are much the same as when John heard in chapter
four “Come up here.” This time instead of being transported into the
very throne room of God, the door is opened to a time in the future that
we don’t have any idea when it will happen. Some people believe that
we are living in the tribulation now and that these seals were opened
long ago. We won’t get into that, but let me share my thoughts; let’s
go through that door with John.
And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was
given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.
2

Rev 6:2 (NKJV)

Let me be as plain as I can be right here, this rider IS NOT Jesus. Yes
Jesus will return to the earth riding on a white horse, but that will not
happen until the battle of Armageddon.
Well who is this rider? This rider is the antichrist. One thing I want us to
notice right now is that when he first appears, he has a bow but no
arrows and the crown is given to him. He will come in the pretence of
peace. War will follow soon after.
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Before we start talking about who the antichrist is, I want to talk a little
about who he is not.
Speculation has run rampant about who the antichrist is. Everyone from
Ronald Reagan to Bill Clinton to Pope John Paul to Yasser Arafat to
Barrack Obama has been tagged with the possibility of being him. The
Left Behind books portrayed the antichrist as a Russian; I believe that all
these views are wrong.
If the antichrist is alive right now, I believe that he is posturing himself to
first gain fame and popularity, then make his political move and
ultimately his military move heading toward total world domination.
I want us to take the time to look back in the Bible and gather some
truths about the antichrist and hopefully dispel some misconceptions.

Remember the song, everything you can do I can do better, I can do
everything better than you? That is the feeling of Satan toward God.
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Everything that God has, Satan has a sub-par substitute for it. God
gives happiness through a fulfilled life; Satan says here, happiness is at
the bottom of this bottle. God gives satisfaction through a good
marriage, Satan says you don’t buy a car without a test drive, why
marry; take her for a test drive first.

Even in spiritual things this is true. As we go on further in this study; God
has Jesus Christ, Satan has the antichrist. God has the Holy Spirit, Stan
has the false prophet. Here we are going to talk about the antichrist.
To get an understanding of who this man is, where he comes from and
what is his ultimate plan, we must first look into the Old Testament.

Here are a few things I believe about the antichrist:

I believe that the antichrist will be a Jew.
"Then the king shall do according to his own will: he shall exalt and magnify himself
above every god, shall speak blasphemies against the God of gods, and shall prosper till
the wrath has been accomplished; for what has been determined shall be done. 37 He shall
regard neither the God of his fathers nor the desire of women, nor regard any god; for he
shall exalt himself above them all.
36

Dan 11:36-37 (NKJV)

Anytime that the phrase “the God of his Fathers” is mentioned in the
Bible, it is referring to the God of Abraham. Another reason that I
believe that he will be a Jew is the fact that he will set up peace with
Israel. One of the goals of every president I can remember is to bring
peace to Israel and her enemies. No president has been able to broker

81

a deal of any lasting importance. For this reason, the deal must be
made from a Jew, but more of that later.

I believe that he will be either asexual or homosexual.
nor the desire of women, nor regard any god; for he shall exalt himself above them all.
Dan 11:37 (NKJV)

I think that he will think so much of himself that no one will be worthy to
touch him.

I believe that the antichrist will be the son of Satan.
I mentioned earlier that for everything God has, Satan has a substitute.
In the gospel, John writes this familiar verse:
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
16

John 3:16 (NKJV)

Christ is the Son of God. This is a cornerstone of the Christian faith.
Satan has a son also:
And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her
Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel."
15

Gen 3:15 (NKJV)

In this verse God is spelling out the ultimate end, the serpent, we know
was the Devil, will have a “seed” or offspring, and will be ultimately
defeated by the seed of the woman. This verse is the first promise of a
Messiah in the Bible.
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Now I want to look at the names and titles of the antichrist.
I am going to paste a copy of A.W. Pinks work, The Antichrist, to give us
depth of the names of the antichrist. This book is in the public domain
and if you want more depth on the antichrist, I recommend you read it.
I will warn you though, I read a lot of it and the hairs on my neck were
standing on end!!

1. THE ANTICHRIST

"Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is Antichrist, that denieth
the Father and the Son" (1 John 2:22). This name introduces to us one of the most solemn
and foreboding subjects in the Word of God. It brings before us one of the persons in the
Trinity of Evil. At every point he is the antithesis of Christ. The word "Antichrist" has a
double significance. Its primary meaning is one who is opposed to Christ; but its
secondary meaning is one who is instead of Christ. Let not this be thought strange, for it
accords with the two stages in his career. At first he will pose as the true Christ,
masquerading in the livery of religion. But, later, he will throw off his disguise, stand
forth in his true character, and set himself up as one who is against God and His Christ.
Not only does anti-christ denote the antagonist of Christ, but it tells of one who is
instead of Christ. The word signifies another Christ, a pro-Christ, an alter christus, a
pretender to the name of Christ. He will seem to be and will set himself up as the true
Christ. He will be the Devil's counterfeit. Just as the Devil is an Anti-theos - not only the
adversary of God, but the usurper of the place and prerogatives of God, demanding
worship; so the Son of Perdition will be anti-christ - not only the antagonist and opponent
of Christ, but His reval: assuming the very position and prerogatives of Christ; passing
himself off as the rightful claimant to all the rights and honors of the Son of God.
2. THE MAN OF SIN, THE SON OF PERDITION.

"Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there
come a falling away first, and that Man of Sin be revealed, the Son of Perdition" (2 Thess.
2:3). This double appellation is probably the most awful, the most important, and the
most revealing title given to the Antichrist in all the Bible. It diagnoses his personality
and exposes his awful character. It tells us he will be possessed of a twofold nature: he
will be a man, and yet more than a man. He will be Satan's parody of the God-Man. He
will be an incarnation of the Devil. The world today is talking of and looking for the
Super-man. This is exactly what the Antichrist will be. He will be the Serpent's
masterpiece.
"That Man of Sin". What a frightful name! The sin of man will culminate in the Man
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of Sin. The Christ of God was sinless; the Christ of Satan will not only be sinful, but the
Man of Sin. "Man of Sin" intimates that he will be the living and active embodiment of
every form and character of evil. "Man of Sin" signifies that he will be sin itself
personified. "Man of Sin" denotes there will be no lengths of wickedness to which he will
not go, no forms of evil to which he will be a stranger, no depths of corruption that he
will not bottom.
"The Son of Perdition". And again we are forced to exclaim, what a frightful name!
Not only a human degenerate, but the offspring of the Dragon. Not only the worst of
human kind, but the incarnation of the Devil. Not only the most depraved of all sinners,
but an emanation from the Pit itself. "Son of Perdition" denotes that he will be the
culmination and consummation of satanic craft and power. All the evil, malignity,
cunning, and power of the Serpent will be embodied in this terrible monster.
3. THE LAWLESS ONE.

"And then shall be revealed the Lawless One, whom the Lord Jesus shall slay with the
breath of His mouth, and bring to nought by the manifestation of His coming" (2 Thess.
2:8 R. V.). This is another name of the Antichrist which makes manifest his awful
character. Each of his names exhibits him as the antithesis of the true Christ. The Lord
Jesus was the Righteous One; the Man of Sin will be the Lawless One. The Lord Jesus
was "made under the law" (Gal. 4:4); the Antichrist will oppose all law, being a law unto
himself. When the Saviour entered this world, He came saying, "Lo I come to do Thy
will, O God" (Heb. 10:9); but of the Antichrist it is written "And the king shall do
according to his will" (Dan. 11:36). The Antichrist will set himself up in direct opposition
to all authority, both Divine and human.
4. THE BEAST.

"And when they shall have finished their testimony the Beast that ascendeth out of the
bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them"
(Rev. 11:7). This is another name which reveals the terrible nature and character of the
Antichrist and which places him in sharp antithesis from the true Christ. "The Beast" is
the title by which he is most frequently designated in the Revelation: there are at least
thirty references to him under this name in the last book of the Bible. The Greek word
signifies a wild beast. This name "the Beast" contrasts the Antichrist from the true Christ
as "the Lamb"; and it is a significant fact that by far the great majority of passages where
the Lord Jesus is so designated are also found here in the Apocalypse. The "Lamb" is the
Saviour of sinners; the "Beast" is the persecutor and slayer of the saints. The "Lamb"
calls attention to the gentleness of Christ; the "Beast" tells of the ferocity of the
Antichrist. The "Lamb" reveals Christ as the "harmless" One (Heb. 7:26); the "Beast"
manifests the Antichrist as the cruel and heartless one. Under the Law lambs were
ceremonially clean and used in sacrifice, but beasts were unclean and unfit for sacrifices.
It is a point of interest to note that there is one other very striking contrast between the
persons in the Holy Trinity, and the persons in the trinity of evil. At our Lord's baptism
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the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in the form of a dove, and the first mention of the
Holy Spirit in Scripture represents Him as "brooding" like a dove over the waters which
covered the pre-Adamic earth (Gen. 1:2). How remarkable are those symbols - a "Lamb"
and a "Dove"! A Dove, not a hawk or an eagle. The gentle, harmless, cooing "dove".
Over against this the Devil is termed "the Dragon". What a contrast - the Dove and the
Lamb, the Dragon and the Beast!
5. THE BLOODY AND DECEITFUL MAN.

"Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing: the Lord will abhor the Bloody and
Deceitful Man" (Psa. 5:6). The Psalm from which this verse is quoted contains a prayer of
the godly Jewish remnant, offered during the Tribulation period. In proof of this assertion
observe that in v. 2 God is owned and addressed as "King". In v. 7 intimation is given
that the Temple has been rebuild in Jerusalem, for turning away from it when it has been
defiled by "the Abomination of Desolation", the remnant say, "But as for me I will come
into Thy house in the multitude of Thy mercy: and in Thy fear will I worship toward Thy
Holy Temple". While in v. 10 we find them praying for the destruction of their enemies,
which is parallel with Rev. 6:10. It is during that time the faithful remnant will exclaim,
"Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing: the Lord will abhor the Bloody and
Deceitful Man".
The Bloody and Deceitful Man views the Antichrist in relation to the Jews. In the
earlier stages of his public career he poses as their friend and benefactor. He recognizes
their rights as a separate State and appears anxious to protect their autonomy. He makes a
formal covenant with them (Dan. 9:27) and their peace and security seem assured. But a
few years later he comes out in his true character. His fair speeches and professions of
friendship are seen to be false. He breaks his covenant (Psa. 55:20) and turns upon the
Jews in fury. Their benefactor is now their worst enemy. The protector of their interests
now aims to cut them off from being a nation in the earth (Psa. 83:4). Thus is he
rightfully denominated by them "the Bloody and Deceitful Man".
6. THE WICKED ONE.

"The Wicked (One) in his pride doth persecute the poor: the Wicked (One), through
the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God" (Psa. 10:2,4). This entire Psalm is
about the Wicked One. The opening verse gives the key to its dispensational scope. It
contains the cry of the Jewish remnant during the Tribulation period, here denominated
"Times of Trouble" (cf. Jer. 30:7). So desperate is the situation of the true Israel, it seems
as though Jehovah must have deserted them - "Why standeth Thou afar off, O Lord? Why
hidest Thou Thyself in times of trouble? (v. 1). Then follows a remarkably full
description of their arch-enemy, the Wicked One. His pride (v. 2), his depravity: "He
abhorreth the Lord" (v. 3 margin); his blasphemy: "All his thoughts are, There is no God"
(v. 4 margin); his grievous ways, (v. 5); his consuming egotism, (v. 6); his deceitfulness,
(v. 7); his treachery, (v. 8); his cruelty, (vv. 9,10); his complacent pride, (v. 11), is each
described. Then the Remnant cry, "Arise, O Lord; O God, lift up Thine hand: forget not
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the humble. Break Thou the arm of the Wicked and Evil One" (vv. 12 and 15). The whole
Psalm should be carefully studied.
7. THE MAN OF THE EARTH.

"To judge the fatherless and the oppressed, that the Man of the Earth may no more
oppress" (Psa. 10:18). The "Wicked One" describes his character; the "Man of the Earth"
defines his position. The one speaks of his awful depths of depravity; the other of his vast
dominions. The sphere of his operations will be no mere local one, He will become
World-emperor. He will be a king of kings and lord of lords, (Rev. 13:7). When the true
Christ appeared on earth Satan offered Him "all the kingdoms of the world and the glory
of them" if He would fall down and worship him. When the false Christ appears, this
offer will be repeated, the conditions will be met, and the tempting gift will be bestowed
(Rev. 13:2). In consequence of this he shall be "the Man of the Earth"; just as later, Christ
shall be "King over all the earth" (Zech. 14:7).
8. THE MIGHTY MAN.

"Why boasteth thou thyself in mischief, O Mighty Man" (Psa. 52:1). This is another
Psalm which is devoted to a description of this fearful character. Here again we have
mention of his boastfulness (v. 1), his deceitfulness (v. 2), his depravity (v. 3), his
egotism (v. 4), his riches (v. 7). His doom is also announced (v. 5). This title, the Mighty
Man, refers to his immense wealth and possessions, and the power which they confer
upon their possessor. It also points a striking contrast: Christ was the Lowly Man, not
having where to lay His head; the Antichrist will be the Mighty Man, of whom it is said,
"Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength; but trusted in the abundance of his
riches, and strengthened himself in his substance" (:sa. 52:7).
9. THE ENEMY.

"Because of the voice of the Enemy, because of the oppression of the Wicked: for they
cast iniquity upon me, and in wrath they hate me" (Psa. 55:3). This is another title used of
the Antichrist in connection with Israel, a title which recurs several times both in the
Psalms and the Prophets. It points a designed contrast from that Friend that "sticketh
closer than a brother". This Enemy of Israel oppresses them sorely. His duplicity and
treachery are here referred to. Concerning him Israel shall exclaim, "The words of his
mouth were smoother than butter, but war was in his heart: his words were softer than oil,
yet were they drawn swords" (Psa. 52:21). Let the student be on the lookout for passages
in the Old Testament which make mention of the Enemy.

10. THE ADVERSARY.
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"They said in their hearts, Let us destroy them together: they have burned up all the
synagogues of God in the land. We see not our signs: there is no more any profit: neither
is there any among us that knoweth how long. O God, how long shall the Adversary
reproach? Shall the Enemy blaspheme Thy name forever?" (Psa. 74:8-10). This title
occurs in several important passages. In Isa. 59:19 we read, "So shall they fear the name
of the Lord from the west, and His glory from the rising of the sun. When the Adversary
shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him".
Lam. 4:11,12 is another scripture which obviously speaks of the End-time. "The Lord
hath accomplished His fury; He hath poured out His fierce anger, and hath kindled a fire
in Zion, and it hath devoured the foundations thereof. The kings of the earth, and all the
inhabitants of the world, would not have believed that the Adversary and the Enemy
should have entered into the gates of Jerusalem". In Amos 3:11 we read, "Therefore thus
saith the Lord God; an Adversary there shall be even round about the land; and he shall
bring down thy strength from thee, and thy palaces shall be spoiled". This is a title which
intimates his satanic origin, for the Greek word for Devil means adversary.
11. THE HEAD OVER MANY COUNTRIES.

"He shall judge among the heathen, he shall fill the places with the dead bodies; he
shall wound the Head over many countries" (Psa. 110:6). The context here shows that it
must be the Antichrist which is in view. The Psalm opens by the Father inviting the Son
to sit at His right hand until His enemies shall be made His footstool. Then follows the
affirmation that Jehovah will display His strength out of Jerusalem, and make His people
Israel willing in the day of His power. Then, following Jehovah's oath that Christ is a
Priest forever after the order of Melchizedek (which contemplates the exercise of His
millennial and royal priesthood), we read, "The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through
kings in the day of His wrath. He shall judge among the heathen, He shall fill the places
with the dead bodies; He shall wound the Head over many countries". The "Day of His
wrath" is the closing portion of the Tribulation period, and in the Day of His wrath. He
wounds this Head over many countries. The Head over many countries refers to the Man
of Sin as the Caesar of the last world-empire, prior to the establishment of the Messianic
Kingdom.

12. THE VIOLENT MAN.
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"Deliver me, O Lord, from the Evil Man: preserve me from the Violent Man" (Ps.
140:1). This is another Psalm which expresses the plaintive supplications of the godly
remnant in the "time of Jacob's trouble". Three times over the Antichrist is denominated
the Violent Man. In v. 1 the remnant pray to be delivered from him. In v. 4 the petition is
repeated. In v. 11 his doom is foretold. Cry is made for God to take vengeance upon this
bloody persecutor: "Let the burning coals fall upon them: let them be cast into the fire;
into deep pits, that they rise not up again. Let not an evil speaker be established in the
earth: evil shall hunt the Violent Man to overthrow him" (Psa. 140:10,11). The Violent
Man is a name which fully accords with his Beast-like character. It tells of his ferocity
and rapacity.
13. THE ASSYRIAN.

"O Assyrian, the rod of Mine anger, and the staff in their hand in Mine
indignation...Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath performed His
whole work upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart
of the King of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks" (Isa. 10:5,12). We cannot here
attempt an exposition of the important passage in which these verses occur - that, in
subsequent chapters, we shall treat in detail of the Antichrist in the Psalms, and the
Antichrist in the Prophets - suffice it now to point out that it treats of the End-time (see
vv. 12,20), and that the leading characteristics of the Man of Sin can be clearly discerned
in what is here said of the Assyrian. Almost all pre-millennial students of prophecy are
agreed that "the King of Isa. 30:33 is the Antichrist, and yet in the two verses which
precede, this "King" is identified with "the Assyrian".
14. THE KING OF BABYLON.

"Thou shalt take up this proverb against the King of Babylon, and say, How hath the
oppressor ceased! the golden city ceased!" (Isa. 14:4). We do not wish to anticipate what
we shall discuss at length in our future studies, enough now to state it is our firm
conviction that Scripture plainly teaches that there will be another Babylon which will
eclipse the importance and glories of the one of the past, and that Babylon will be one of
the headquarters of the Antichrist. He will have three: Jerusalem will be his religious
headquarters, Rome his political, and Babylon his commercial. For those who desire to
anticipate our future expositions, we recommend them to make a minute study of Isa.
10,11,13,14; Jer. 49:51; Zech. 5, and Rev. 18.

15. SON OF THE MORNING.
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"How art thou fallen from heaven O Lucifer, son of the Morning! How art thou cut
down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations" (Isa. 14:12). "Lucifer is a Latin
word which signifies the "morning star". "All the ancient versions and all the Rabbins
make the word a noun denoting the bright one, or, more specifically, bright star, or
according to the ancients more specifically still, the Morning Star or harbinger of
daylight" (Dr. J. A. Alexander). This term "Lucifer" has been commonly regarded as one
of the names of Satan, and what is here said of the Morning Star is viewed as describing
his apostasy. Against this interpretation we have nothing to say, except to remark that we
are satisfied it does not exhaust this remarkable scripture. A detailed exposition must be
reserved for a later chapter. Sufficient now to point out that however Isa. 14 may look
back to the distant past when, through pride, Satan fell from his original estate, it most
evidently looks forward to a coming day and gives another picture of the Antichrist. In
this same passage "Lucifer" is termed "the Man that did make the earth to tremble" (v.
16), and in his blasphemous boast "I will be like the Most High" (v. 14), we have no
difficulty in identifying him with the Man of Sin of 2 Thess. 2:3,4. The force of this
particular title "Morning Star" is seen by comparing it with Rev. 22:16, where we learn
that this is one of the titles of the God-man. The "Morning Star" speaks of Christ coming
to usher in the great Day of rest for the earth. In blasphemous travesty of this Satan will
send forth the mock messiah to usher in a false millennium.
16. THE SPOILER.

"Let mine outcasts dwell with thee, Moab; be thou a covert to them from the face of
the Spoiler: for the Extortioner is at an end, the Spoiler ceaseth, the oppressors are
consumed out of the land. And in mercy shall the throne be established: and He shall sit
upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting
righteousness" (Isa. 16:4,5). It will be observed that the verse in which the Antichrist is
spoken of as the Spoiler comes immediately before the one where we read of the throne
being established, a reference, of course, to the setting up of the Messianic Kingdom.
These two things synchronize: the destruction of Antichrist, and the beginning of the real
Messiah's reign; hence we read here "the Spoiler ceaseth". A further reference to the Man
of Sin under this title of the Spoiler is found in Jer. 6:26: "O daughter of My people, gird
thee with sackcloth, and wallow thyself in ashes: make thee mournings, as for an only
son, most bitter lamentation: for the Spoiler shall suddenly come upon thee". This is
another title which views the Antichrist in connection with Israel. After the return of
many of the Jews to Palestine, and after their rights have been owned by the Powers, and
their security and success seem assured; their enemy, filled with satanic malice, will seek
their extermination. "The Spoiler" contrasts him with the Lord Jesus who is the great
Restorer (see Psa. 69:4).

17. THE NAIL.
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"In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, shall the Nail that is fastened in the sure place be
removed, and be cut down, and fall; and the burden that was upon it shall be cut off: for
the Lord hath spoken it" (Isa. 22:25). The last ten verses of this chapter should be read
carefully. They furnish a striking foreshadowment of the End-time. Shebna was holding
some office over (note "government" in v. 21) Israel. Apparently he was a usurper. God
announced that he should be set aside in shame, and the man of His choice - Eliakim should take his place. These historical figures merge into prophetic characters. In v. 22
we read that God says, "And the key of the house of David will lay upon His shoulder, so
He shall open, and none shall shut; and He shall shut, and none shall open". As we know
from Rev. 3:7 this refers to none other than the Lord Jesus, and of Him it is here said,
"And I will fasten Him as a Nail in a sure place; and He shall be for a glorious throne to
His father's house" (v. 23). Then, in the closing verse of the chapter we read, "In that day,
saith the Lord of hosts, shall the Nail that is fastened in a sure place be removed, and be
cut down, and fall". Just as Eliakim foreshadowed Christ, so Shebna pointed forward to
the Antichrist; and just as in v.23 we have a prophecy announcing the establishment of
Messiah's Kingdom, so in v. 25 we have foretold the overthrow of the false messiah's
kingdom.
18. THE BRANCH OF THE TERRIBLE ONES.

"Thou shalt bring down the noise of strangers, as the heat in a dry place; even the heat
with the shadow of a cloud; the Branch of the terrible ones shall be brought low" (Isa.
25:5). The first five verses of this chapter contemplate the Enemy's stronghold - Babylon
- and the remainder of the chapter pictures the blessedness of the millennial era. In the
fifth verse the Antichrist's overthrow is announced: "The Branch of the terrible ones shall
be brought low". With this should be compared Isa. 14:19, where of Lucifer it is said,
"Thou art cast out of thy grave like an abominable Branch". This points another contrast.
The "Branch" is one of the Messianic names: "Behold, I will bring forth My Servant, the
Branch" (Zech. 3:8); "Behold the man whose name is the Branch" (Zech. 6:12). By
placing together Isa. 4:2 and Isa. 14:19 the antithesis will be more evident. Of Christ it is
said, "The Branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious". Antichrist is called "an
abominable Branch": Christ is "the Branch of the Lord"; Antichrist is "the Branch of the
terrible ones".
19. THE PROFANE AND WICKED PRINCE OF ISRAEL.

"And thou, profane wicked Prince of Israel, whose day is come, when iniquity shall
have an end, thus saith the Lord God; remove the diadem, and take off the crown; this
shall not be the same; exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high. I will overturn,
overturn, overturn it: and it shall be no more, until He come whose right it is; and I will
give it Him" (Ezek. 21:25-27). The Profane and Wicked Prince of Israel here can be none
other than the Antichrist, for we are expressly told that his day shall be when iniquity
shall have an end". The reference is, of course, to Israel's "iniquity", and their iniquity
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shall end at the appearing of the Messiah (see Dan. 9:24) when "He shall be a priest upon
His throne" (Zech. 6:13). "Here in Ezekiel we see how the Son of Perdition shall ape the
Christ of God, for he, too, will be a priest-king: "Remove the diadem" refers to the
insignia of his priesthood (in every other place in the O. T. where this occurs the Hebrew
word here translated "diadem" it is rendered "mitre" - worn only by the high priest of
Israel); "take off the crown" is the symbol of his kingship.

20. THE LITTLE HORN.

"I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another Little Horn,
before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in
this Horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things" (Dan. 7:8).
For a full description of the Antichrist under this title see Dan. 7:8-11, 21-26; 8:9-12, 2325. We must reserve our comments on these verses till a later chapter. "Little Horn"
refers to the lowly political origin of the Antichrist, and describes him as he is before he
attains governmental supremacy.
21. THE PRINCE THAT SHALL COME.

"And after three score and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for Himself:
and the people of the Prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary"
(Dan. 9:26). This title connects the Antichrist with the Roman Empire in its final form,
and presents him as the last of the Ceasars.
22. THE VILE PERSON.

"And in his estate shall stand up a Vile Person, to whom they shall not give the honor
of the kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries"
(Dan. 11:21). This contrasts the Antichrist from "the Holy One of Israel". His identity is
established by noting what is predicted of him.
23. THE WILFUL KING.

"And the King shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify
himself above every god, and shall speak marvelous things against the God of gods, and
shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be
done" (Dan. 11:36). The Antichrist will not only be the High Priest of the world's
religion, but he will be King supreme at the head of its government.
24. THE IDOL SHEPHERD.
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"For, lo, I will raise up a Shepherd in the land, which shall not visit those that be cut
off, neither shall seek the young ones, nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that that
standeth still: but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces. Woe to
the Idol Shepherd that leaveth the flock! The sword shall be upon his arm, and upon his
right eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened"
(Zech. 11:16,17). This is in evident contrast from the Good Shepherd who gave His life
for His sheep. The Idol Shepherd of deluded Israel will prove himself the monster
Desolator, who shall bring upon that people the severest tribulations ever experiences by
that race.
25. THE ANGEL OF THE BOTTOMLESS PIT.

"And they had a king over them, which is the Angel of the bottomless pit, whose name
in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon"
(Rev. 9:11). "Abaddon" and "Apollyon" mean Destroyer. It is the "Spoiler" of Isa. 16:4
rendered "Destroyer" in Jer. 4:7. That his name is here given in the Hebrew and the
Greek shows that he will be connected with both the Jews and the Gentiles.

The main achievement of this rider at this point is the part of the verse
that a crown will be given to him. What makes him so important that he
receives a crown? I believe that it goes back to the book of Daniel:
Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the
week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations
shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is
poured out on the desolate."

27

Dan 9:27 (NKJV)

Ok, for explanation sake, this verse is referring to Daniel’s seventy
weeks with this in particular being the seventieth week. The antichrist
will gain his power first from a peace deal brokered between Israel and
her enemies. In the next chapter we are going to talk about Daniel’s
seventy weeks, but for now just know that the antichrist will begin his
climb to world domination through this deal.

92

The term antichrist in and of itself has a twofold meaning. First it means
that he will be an imitator of Christ. Second, he will be the polar
opposite totally against Christ.
The career of the antichrist spans these two positions. In this lesson, I
want us to take a look at this man and give a brief outline of what he
will do.

The career of the antichrist is a hard one to put an exact timeline on.
The prophesies jump around a lot, but I think that this will give us an
idea of what he will do. Please note, this is just an overview, there are
many things that will be left out that we will cover in future lessons.

In the previous lesson, I made brief mention to Daniel’s seventy weeks
prophecy. Sixty-nine of those weeks deal with Israel and her history,
and week seventy deals with the end times. Between week sixty nine
and week seventy there is a span of time, never is it mentioned as to
how long it will be. This span of time is the dispensation of grace, or the
church age if you will. I want us to go back and look in Daniel to start
off with:
"Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for your holy city, To finish the
transgression, To make an end of sins, To make reconciliation for iniquity, To bring in
everlasting righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy, And to anoint the Most Holy.
25
"Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of the command To restore
and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two
weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in troublesome times. 26 "And
after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; And the people of
the prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be
with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are determined. 27 Then he shall
confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the week He shall
bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who
makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the
desolate."
24

Dan 9:24-27 (NKJV)
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So with this thought in mind, at the beginning of the seventieth week,
the antichrist will come forward and make a peace treaty with Israel.

Where does the antichrist come from?

Ok well that’s all well and good, but where does he come from and
why does he have the authority to make this treaty?
I believe that this man will arise from the nation of Assyria. I have two
reason for thinking this.
First we have to go back and look at the horn of the he goat Daniel
saw:
Therefore the male goat grew very great; but when he became strong, the large horn was
broken, and in place of it four notable ones came up toward the four winds of heaven.
9
And out of one of them came a little horn which grew exceedingly great toward the
south, toward the east, and toward the Glorious Land.
8

Dan 8:8-9 (NKJV)

If we remember, this he goat was representing the kingdom of Greece
under Alexander the Great. After Alexander’s death, the kingdom was
divided into four smaller kingdoms, Macedonia, Thrace, Egypt, and
Syria. If we take into consideration the kingdoms were considered
Egypt was the southern kingdom, Persia(Thrace) and Greece were the
eastern kingdoms and what Daniel refers to as the Glorious land being
Palestine, that leaves only Syria that the horn did not grow strong
toward. Why is that? The horn began there.
In the ancient kingdom of Assyria, there was a city called Babylon. It
was here that king Nimrod was the first person declared open war
against God. Remember this story:
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Now the whole earth had one language and one speech. 2 And it came to pass, as they
journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt
there. 3 Then they said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks and bake them
thoroughly." They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. 4 And they said,
"Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make
a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth." 5 But
the LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. 6 And
the LORD said, "Indeed the people are one and they all have one language, and this is
what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from them.
7
Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand
one another's speech." 8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all
the earth, and they ceased building the city. 9 Therefore its name is called Babel, because
there the LORD confused the language of all the earth; and from there the LORD scattered
them abroad over the face of all the earth.
1

Gen 11:1-9 (NKJV)

The city later became Babylon. If Jerusalem is considered God’s city,
Babylon is considered Satan’s city. From Babylon came evil tyrants
such as Nebuchadnezzar and Antiochus Epiphanes, two men of
extreme evil that arose and tormented the people of God, making
themselves into old testament versions of the antichrist.
Later we will read of the city of Babylon in Revelation being described
as a woman with every manner of evil, but that is a later lesson.

The politics of the antichrist

So we can infer that the antichrist will come from Babylon, but as we
spoke in the last lesson, how will a Jew rise to the throne of this empire?
Daniel tells us plainly:
And in his place shall arise a vile person, to whom they will not give the honor of
royalty; but he shall come in peaceably, and seize the kingdom by intrigue.
21

Dan 11:21 (NKJV)
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I want to look at this verse in another translation:
“The next to come to power will be a despicable man who is not in line for royal
succession. He will slip in when least expected and take over the kingdom by flattery and
intrigue.

21

Dan 11:21 (NLT)

In other words, this one is not of royal blood, but he will gain the
kingdom by talking a good talk. He knows exactly what the people
want to hear. As soon as he gains control of this kingdom, he is not
satisfied, he wants more. The prophet Habakkuk spoke to this fact:
"Indeed, because he transgresses by wine, He is a proud man, And he does not stay at
home. Because he enlarges his desire as hell, And he is like death, and cannot be
satisfied, He gathers to himself all nations And heaps up for himself all peoples.
5

Hab 2:5 (NKJV)

The first thing he does as the new ruler, he subdues three kings:
And out of one of them came a little horn which grew exceedingly great toward the
south, toward the east, and toward the Glorious Land.
9

Dan 8:9 (NKJV)

So without using too much imagination, this man reclaims the kingdoms
that were originally in control of the Grecian empire, being, Assyria,
Egypt, Persia, and Greece.
When the world sees what is happening and the military might he is
amassing, a “league” is formed, I believe something similar to NATO or
the UN. He starts small at first, but by deceit and trickery, he grows to
be a major force:
And after the league is made with him he shall act deceitfully, for he shall come up and
become strong with a small number of people.
23

Dan 11:23 (NKJV)
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In fact, he becomes so strong so quickly, the ten kings in Revelation give
total control over to him:
For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give
their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled.
17

Rev 17:17 (NKJV)

I believe in this broad political move, the antichrist is now in total control
of Europe and Asia.

The religion of the antichrist
In a previous lesson, I made mention that I believe that the antichrist will
be Jewish. Allow me to clear a few things up here. I draw that
conclusion from these verses:
"Then the king shall do according to his own will: he shall exalt and magnify himself
above every god, shall speak blasphemies against the God of gods, and shall prosper till
the wrath has been accomplished; for what has been determined shall be done. 37 He shall
regard neither the God of his fathers nor the desire of women, nor regard any god; for he
shall exalt himself above them all.
36

Dan 11:36-37 (NKJV)

Another reason I believe he will be a Jew is the fact that I really don’t
think the Jewish people would accept someone as their Messiah that
was not Jewish themselves.
That being said, with the great political moves that the antichrist has
made, I am sure he wants more. A.W. Pink in his book “The Antichrist”
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wrote “Political ambition intoxicated by success, finds it an easy step
from self-glorification to self-deification, and the popular infatuation as
easily passes from the abject adulation of the tyrant to the adoration of
the god.” In other words, he went from the popular political figure to
being worshipped as a god.
Revelation thirteen pouts it plainly:
So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the
beast, saying, "Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?"
Rev 13:4 (NKJV)

Paul puts it like this:
Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling
away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and
exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in
the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.
3

2 Thess 2:3-4 (NKJV)

The Jewish people anxiously awaiting the coming of the Messiah
embrace this one as he. The system of worship was restored on the
temple mount in Jerusalem. Exactly how this is to be, I don’t know and
will not put forth a guess. But this man makes a seven year deal with
Israel to restore the ancient ways.
After about seven months of not having the spotlight on him, the
antichrist will reveal that he is indeed the Messiah and lives to that fact.
Midway through the covenant, he throws off the guise of himself being
just the Messiah, he says now that he is god incarnate. The treaty is
now nullified and the Jewish religious system is done away with:
He even exalted himself as high as the Prince of the host; and by him the daily
sacrifices were taken away, and the place of His sanctuary was cast down. 12 Because of
transgression, an army was given over to the horn to oppose the daily sacrifices; and he
cast truth down to the ground. He did all this and prospered.
11

Dan 8:11-12 (NKJV)
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Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the
week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations
shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is
poured out on the desolate."

27

Dan 9:27 (NKJV)

From this point, he does the unthinkable. He raises a monument to
himself in the very temple dedicated to The Most High God.

The Dividing Line

From here, I believe he is getting restless. I think he may be homesick.
He decides to leave for his homeland. On the way something happens
that is the makings of a good political thriller!!
Both the old and new testaments speak of the death of the antichrist. In
Zechariah we read:
"Woe to the worthless shepherd, Who leaves the flock! A sword shall be against his
arm And against his right eye; His arm shall completely wither, And his right eye shall be
totally blinded."
17

Zech 11:17 (NKJV)

In Revelation we read:
And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to
do in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the
beast who was wounded by the sword and lived.
14

Rev 13:14 (NKJV)

Here is what I believe happens. The antichrist leaves to return home
because he got wind of a political rebellion. While he is on the way or
maybe even there, a coup is staged by his political enemies and they
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appear to have assassinated him. Such a dictator was he that his death
was treated as a good thing. In Isaiah we read these words:
But you are cast out of your grave Like an abominable branch, Like the garment of
those who are slain, Thrust through with a sword, Who go down to the stones of the pit,
Like a corpse trodden underfoot. 20 You will not be joined with them in burial, Because
you have destroyed your land And slain your people. The brood of evildoers shall never
be named.

19

Isaiah 14:19-20 (NKJV)

Killed and left in the open to rot. What an unfortunate end for this mangod to have. But wait, it is not the end.
And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound
was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the beast. 4 So they worshiped the
dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is
like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?"
3

Rev 13:3-4 (NKJV)
The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit and go
to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not written
in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast that was,
and is not, and yet is.[

8

Rev 17:8 (NKJV)

The world that witnessed this man’s death, now witness his resurrection
and stand united now behind him. From this point the false prophet
rises to prominence demanding the worship of the antichrist under the
penalty of death:
He was granted power to give breath to the image of the beast, that the image of the
beast should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast
to be killed.

15

Rev 13:15 (NKJV)

Who is this false prophet? He is described in Revelation 13:
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And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence, and causes the earth
and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.
13
He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the
earth in the sight of men. 14 And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs
which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth
to make an image to the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived. 15 He was
granted power to give breath to the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should
both speak and cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast to be killed.
12

Rev 13:12-15 (NKJV)

He establishes the worship of the antichrist and enforces it with no
mercy.
There is one more thing I want to touch briefly on here, but we will talk
more of it later and that is the mark of the Beast.
He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on
their right hand or on their foreheads, 17 and that no one may buy or sell except one who
has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 18 Here is wisdom. Let
him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a
man: His number is 666.
16

Rev 13:16-18 (NKJV)

A lot has been put on this number. We see it and we automatically
think evil, but it is not really evil. It simply means that the beast, or
antichrist is a man, falling short of Gods standard of complete
perfection at 777.
What is the mark? I think it is a microchip implanted under the skin that
holds all information concerning you, bank information, and personal
information, anything that could be used to control you. As we read
later, this system backfires in a major way.
From this point, it is only a matter of time before the Father says enough,
it is time to set things the way they should be, but once again that is for
another lesson.
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Chapter nine, the seven seals part two

The second seal, The rider on a red horse
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When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, "Come
and see." 4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it
to take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another; and there was given
to him a great sword.
3

Rev 6:3-4 (NKJV)

These seals are opened one after another. I don’t believe that there is
any time lapse in between them. So immediately following the rider on
the white horse the one who comes in the pretence of peace comes this
rider openly in the pretence of war.

One thing we need to make note of before we go any further is the
phrase that this rider is able to take peace from the earth. This is not a
small military force; it is a true world superpower.
Two verses come to mind when I read about this rider. One comes from
Jesus and the other from Paul.
And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all
these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation,

6
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and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in
various places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows.
Matt 24:6-8 (NKJV)
For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as
labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.

3

1 Thess 5:3 (NKJV)

Remember the original Star Wars movie? Princess Leia was captured
and Governor Tarkin wanted to find the location of the rebel base.
After a brief exchange Princess Leia made a statement that rings with
truth in relation to our lesson. Governor Tarkin was proclaiming that the
Death Star was the ultimate power and no star system would dare
challenge the Emperor. Leia said that the more you tighten your grip,
the more star systems would slip through the fingers.
I believe that is what is happening here with this rider. The more the
antichrist presses his power and tries to take over more and more, the
free people will resist.
This rider, in my opinion, is the representation of the full weight of the
antichrist’s military might to crush any form of rebellion.

The third seal, The rider on a black horse

So the pieces are set into motion, the antichrist has come, war soon
follows, now the next logical progression is economic and food
shortages.
This rider signals the impending collapse of the world markets paving
the way for the mark of the beast.
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If you notice from the picture, this guy is thin, like he was without food
for a long time. That is where we are going to look first.
When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, "Come and see." So
I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand.
6
And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, "A quart of wheat
for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the
wine."
5

Rev 6:5-6 (NKJV)

I was not alive during WWII, but I like to read about it. What strikes me
as interesting is how the federal government rationed everything from
gasoline to aluminum all the way down to nylon pantyhose all in the
name of supporting the war effort. The gas and aluminum we can
figure out, but why the pantyhose? Nylon is one of the major
components in the manufacture of parachutes. Using this comparison,
the entire world will be plunged into a costly war. Everything will have
to be rationed to support the war effort.
Now let’s explore the economic aspect. Did you know that since 2001
we have spent close to six billion dollars in Iraq? That is a localized
conflict. I believe that when the red horse rider is unleashed, it will be a
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global affair. So with the food supply shortened, the economic situation
worsening, all the antichrist will have to do is wait.
There is one final thought here. The text says to not hurt the oil or the
wine. I believe that in this war, the oil reserves and the drinking
supplies will be off limits.

The fourth seal, The rider on the pale horse
This rider is the ultimate culmination of the other three. War follows
peace, hunger and economic crisis follows war, and finally death
follows all three.
Death is inevitable. If the rapture doesn’t happen first, we are all going
to die. This rider, I believe is not the normal course of events for a
human life. I believe he is sent to take life. Let’s look at the text:
When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying,
"Come and see." 8 So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on
it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to them over a fourth
of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth.

7

Rev 6:7-8 (NKJV)
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I think it is of note that here a fourth of all humanity will be killed, either
by the sword, meaning militarily or executions, with hunger, meaning
starvation, by death, meaning sickness, or by the beasts of the earth.
The last one took me a minute to get my head around, but then I thought
of the verse in Luke:
Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those who are in the midst of
her depart, and let not those who are in the country enter her.

21

Luke 21:21 (NKJV)

You see when the war comes, some call it WWIII, people will flee from
it, go into hiding in the hills and mountains. I believe these deaths will
be from wild animals doing what they do, hunting food themselves.

These are the four horsemen of the apocalypse, all running together
toward the end of the earth. Let’s see a picture of them all together:
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The fifth seal, the souls under the altar

When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been
slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. 10 And they cried with a
loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our
blood on those who dwell on the earth?" 11 Then a white robe was given to each of them;
and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of
their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was
completed.
9

Rev 6:9-11 (NKJV)
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There is a book called Foxe’s Book of Martyrs. I have a copy of it in my
Bible software. It is a very interesting book; John Foxe researched
tradition and legend to find the cause of death for Christians of the early
church.

Do we remember the persecution the early church went through? The
Roman empire was bent on the destruction of this new faith and so often
the followers were thrown to the lions or given to the gladiators to kill.
All that will seem child’s play compared to what the saints in the
tribulation will face. I won’t revisit the previous lesson, but in the
tribulation, you will be killed for even calling yourself a Christian.

These souls under the altar are those who have been killed for the faith.
It seems as though they are calling for revenge, but I believe they want
God’s justice to be carried out.

I think it is striking that after the horrors these people experienced, they
are now under the very altar of God. What comfort that must be for
them!
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The sixth seal, catastrophic events on the earth

I stated in an earlier lesson that all the four riders build off the other until
finally they reach their climax. I believe this is their climax:
I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and
the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood. 13 And the
stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a
mighty wind. 14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain
and island was moved out of its place. 15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the
rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid
themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 16 and said to the mountains
and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from
the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to
stand?"
12

Rev 6:12-17 (NKJV)

What do these verses mean? I believe this is the red horse rider doing
his absolute worse. I believe this describes a nuclear war. Let me
clarify my views.
During a missile strike, if your enemy has already launched theirs, you
must launch yours or you will loose those missiles on the ground. I’ve
never experienced a missile strike. Never felt the impact, but I have
been there when one was fired off. Some of you know, I spent time in
field artillery attached to a MLRS unit.
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These are pictures of the MLRS launching the rockets and the last is a
picture of the destruction one of these can cause. As I said, I’ve never
experienced an impact, but I have felt the launch. When it launches,
you see the flash and a second or two later you hear the whoosh, and
then you feel the concussion. The closest I ever was, was about 200300 yards. Even at that distance it was an awesome experience.
These are small compared to the larger ICBMS. I can only imagine the
concussion these have behind them. But just imagine for a moment that
a nuclear power launching their entire arsenal toward America. Russia
for example has missiles that can reach American soil in thirty minutes.
Within an hour, missiles will be criss-crossing the world and all land in a
relatively short time frame. Imagine the destruction this would cause!
Now let’s look back at the text for a moment:
I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and
the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood. 13 And the
stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a
mighty wind. 14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain
and island was moved out of its place.
12

Rev 6:12-14 (NKJV)

This is why I believe it describes a nuclear attack.
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I think back to the prophet Joel:
A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds and thick darkness, Like the
morning clouds spread over the mountains. A people come, great and strong, The like of
whom has never been; Nor will there ever be any such after them, Even for many
successive generations. 3 A fire devours before them, And behind them a flame burns;
The land is like the Garden of Eden before them, And behind them a desolate wilderness;
Surely nothing shall escape them. 4 Their appearance is like the appearance of horses;
And like swift steeds, so they run. 5 With a noise like chariots Over mountaintops they
leap, Like the noise of a flaming fire that devours the stubble, Like a strong people set in
2

113

battle array. 6 Before them the people writhe in pain; All faces are drained of color. 7 They
run like mighty men, They climb the wall like men of war; Every one marches in
formation, And they do not break ranks. 8 They do not push one another; Every one
marches in his own column. Though they lunge between the weapons, They are not cut
down. 9 They run to and fro in the city, They run on the wall; They climb into the houses,
They enter at the windows like a thief. 10 The earth quakes before them, The heavens
tremble; The sun and moon grow dark, And the stars diminish their brightness.
Joel 2:2-10 (NKJV)

Let me paste something I found interesting:
Einstein had an interesting theory, actually it was more of a fear then a
theory. He suggested that one nuclear bomb aimed at the right trajectory
could cause the earth to reverse its poles. Stop and think about it, you have
the earth just hanging on nothing, no hoops, no magic tricks, no wires, God
just set it there in a delicate orbital balance. When the space shuttle is in
outer space, it just sits there in its orbit. In order for the ship to move, it has
to fire its thrusters. It doesn’t have to keep them firing, just fire them
sufficiently to give you the speed and course desired, when the thrusters are
shut down the vehicle continues to move in that course and speed. What if
you had all of those nuclear bombs, understanding that most of those
missiles are going to strike the Northern hemisphere, since all the
combatants are in the Northern hemisphere, placing this lopsided thrusting
on the earth, couldn’t that cause the world to turn upside down? It could hit
the earth with such an angle of impact that it could reverse its axis and turn
the world upside down. The scripture does say every island and mountains
are moved out of its place, and it says the world is turned upside down. It
does say the earth is burned and few men are left.
A noise will come to the ends of the earth-- For the LORD has a controversy with the
nations; He will plead His case with all flesh. He will give those who are wicked to the
sword,' says the LORD." 32 Thus says the LORD of hosts: "Behold, disaster shall go forth
From nation to nation, And a great whirlwind shall be raised up From the farthest parts of
the earth. 33 And at that day the slain of the LORD shall be from one end of the earth even
to the other end of the earth. They shall not be lamented, or gathered, or buried; they shall
become refuse on the ground.
31

Jer 25:31-33 (NKJV)

Very sobering thoughts aren’t they?
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Have you ever noticed that when bad things happen, everyone wants
to blame God? I remember after 9/11 the prevailing question was why
God let this happen to America.
In the case of this nuclear attack, humanity did it to themselves, and the
fears of the repercussions make the people remaining cry out in fear
because of what God may do in punishment to them.
And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty
men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the
mountains, 16 and said to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face
of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of His
wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"
15

Rev 6:15-17 (NKJV)

In the aftermath of this event, there is still the antichrist and he will use
this to wage war against God, and there will be those who will follow
him.
Between the sixth and seventh seal, there is a break in the action. He is
shown two groups of people. Let’s take just a minute to look at them.
Our text takes its look in chapter seven:
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After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the
four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any
tree. 2 Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living
God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm
the earth and the sea, 3 saying, "Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have
sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads."
1

Rev 7:1-3 (NKJV)

First things first, I believe these are sealed before the start of the
Tribulation. I mentioned in a previous lesson that opening the seals
signified God loosening His hold on the earth allowing the antichrist
work his worst.
These people live a righteous life. The live undefiled in a truly evil
world. They are sealed in such a way that everyone that saw them
knew they were God’s servants.
Now let me help you understand who these people are and are not.
First of all, they are not as some claim the only ones to make it to
Heaven.
Second who are they? They are ethnic Jews probably from every
corner of the world that God has placed to be a final witness for Him.
The next few verses explain:
And I heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-four thousand
of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed: 5 of the tribe of Judah twelve
thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of
Gad twelve thousand were sealed; 6 of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed; of
the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Manasseh twelve
thousand were sealed; 7 of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe
of Levi twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were
sealed; 8 of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Joseph
twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed.
4

Rev 7:4-8 (NKJV)

There is no doubt in my mind that the ministry of these people will affect
the lives of many in the tribulation.
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Now for the second group of people, we will spend much more time on
this group.

After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number,
of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with
a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb!"
9

Rev 7:9-10 (NKJV)

This group of people is interesting to me for a couple of reasons. First
the group that was sealed from Israel has no song such as this. The next
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is when I read this verse I am reminded of the Savior’s entry into
Jerusalem at the start of the Passion Week:
The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus
was coming to Jerusalem, 13 took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and
cried out: "Hosanna! 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!' The King of
Israel!"
12

John 12:12-13 (NKJV)

I find it striking that these people, the Israelites, were proclaiming Jesus
as the King of Israel now but a few days later they cried crucify Him.
Back to the multitude. I believe these are the raptured saints because of
these verses:
Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "Who are these arrayed in white robes,
and where did they come from?" 14 And I said to him, "Sir, you know." So he said to me,
"These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore they are before the throne of
God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will
dwell among them. 16 They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall
not strike them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will
shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes."
13

Rev 7:13-17 (NKJV)

The key is the phrase is made them white in the Blood of the Lamb. I
believe that now through Grace, we are redeemed by the blood:
knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from
your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.
18

1 Peter 1:18-19 (NKJV)

During the tribulation, the Spirit of God will be removed and those that
might be saved will be saved by their works, just as those were during
the time of the law.
Like I said, this is a break in the action, let’s get back to the seals.
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The seventh seal, silence in Heaven

Have you ever noticed that in the book of Revelation, it is hard to
pinpoint an exact timeline as to when and where things will happen?
This is because all the verses are not in chronological order. I believe
that the first few verses of chapter eight are in a way out of order to the
rest of the book. The first verses parallel the first few verses of chapter
five.
We begin in chapter eight:
When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.
Rev 8:1 (NKJV)

I know what you are thinking, why does Heaven go silent? Heaven is
filled with praise, what event could possibly cause silence?
I think it is the calm before the storm. I think it comes from the
anticipation of what is coming. For right after the seal is opened, seven
angels come into the throne room holding seven trumpets:
And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven
trumpets.

2

Rev 8:2 (NKJV)

There are a few things I would like to go over before we get into the
seven trumpet judgments. If you paid attention, we skipped the seventh
chapter entirely, I would like to go back and cover that and there are
more verses to cover before we get to the trumpets.
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Chapter ten, The offering of the prayers of
the saints
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I have mentioned before that to get a good understanding of the New
Testament, you must have a good grasp on the Old Testament.
With that thought in mind, let’s look at the text for today:
Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given
much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden
altar which was before the throne. 4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the
saints, ascended before God from the angel's hand.
3

Rev 8:3-4 (NKJV)

This is not the first time this censer is mentioned. Let’s look back in
chapter five:
Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders
fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which
are the prayers of the saints. Rev 5:8 (NKJV)
8

This striking imagery is reminiscent of the role of the priest in the temple.
Through the lessons of the temple and of the tabernacle we understand
how we can come into the very presence of God.
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Here is the deal. Imagine for just a little while that we live in the ancient
Hebrew society that lived in the wilderness. Understand that I am a
sinner and I know I have to do something about it. I have got to reach
the tabernacle where the cloud of the glory of God sits. In the
tabernacle is the Holy of Holies. In it is the mercy seat. If I can just get
my offering there, I know I can be forgiven. There is but one problem,
there is one door. If I try to get in by going over the wall or trying to go
under the wall, the penalty is death. I must go in by the door.
Jesus boldly taught the He was the Door, the only door into Heaven.
"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but
climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.
1

John 10:1 (NKJV)

So just as the door to the tabernacle was the only way in, Jesus is the
only way to Heaven. Anyone that tries to tell you that you can live
good enough to make it is telling you a lie.
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So back to the issue at hand, I am a sinner and I need to make
atonement for my sins. How is that done, what do I need? You need a
lamb without a blemish, a perfect sacrifice:
"And on the eighth day he shall take two male lambs without blemish, one ewe lamb of
the first year without blemish, three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil as a
grain offering, and one log of oil. 11 Then the priest who makes him clean shall present the
man who is to be made clean, and those things, before the LORD, at the door of the
tabernacle of meeting. 12 And the priest shall take one male lamb and offer it as a trespass
offering, and the log of oil, and wave them as a wave offering before the LORD. 13 Then
he shall kill the lamb in the place where he kills the sin offering and the burnt offering, in
a holy place;
10

Lev 14:10-13 (NKJV)

This sacrifice was incarnated in the perfect Jesus Christ:
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world!

29

John 1:29 (NKJV)

So we have the sacrifice, I will not spend a lot of time covering the
death, because we know Jesus was killed on the cross and the lamb
was killed as a sacrifice. What next?
Remember the picture of the tabernacle? It has a wall of a white curtain
surrounding it. There are poles holding the curtain up. Let’s wait here
for a minute. Do you understand the importance of the white curtain? It
represents righteousness. Not ours, but God’s. If we are to be clothed
in God’s righteousness, we must first have two thoughts engrained in
our mind. The poles that held the curtain up were set into a brass
socket on the ground. The importance of brass is that brass represents
God’s judgment of sins. Be done with the sin, but never forget from
what depths Christ has brought you. At the top of the pole is a crown of
silver. The importance of the silver crown is simple. Silver represents
God’s mercy. We are to have at our highest honor the fact that we
have been redeemed by God’s mercy not our own goodness.
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So I have my sacrifice at the door of the tabernacle, but I can’t go any
further. The priest at this point takes over and completes the task for
me. This is much the same way as the fact that by God’s standards we
fall woefully short and need someone to stand in our place, that one is
Jesus.
So the priest takes the blood form the sacrifice and sprinkles it on the
horns of the brazen altar. Remember that brass signifies judgment on
sin, it was at this point that the holy fire from God consumed the
sacrifice.

From the brazen altar, the priest makes his way toward the Holy of
Holies. On his way there, he stops at what looks like a big bird bath.
This is no ordinary container of water. It is the Brazen Laver.
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At this point, the priest will stop and wash his hands and feet. To enter
the presence of God, the priest must be clean inwardly, but outwardly
as well.
In our New Testament grace filled life, we tend to forget about washing
ourselves spiritually. We get so de-sensitized to the evil around us, it
works its way into our lives. I have heard it said, and I agree whole
heartedly, that there is so much world in the church and so much church
in the world, it is hard to tell them apart. We need to be washed by the
Spirit. I like what the verse in Titus says:
But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us,
through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured
out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior,
4

Titus 3:4-6 (NKJV)

I think we need a good washing.

After the priest stops and washes, he is now ready to enter the
tabernacle itself. The tabernacle is covered by animal skins that when
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they are in place, no outside light can enter. I am reminded of the verse
in Revelation:
The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God
illuminated it. The Lamb is its light.

23

Rev 21:23 (NKJV)

As he enters the tabernacle, I wonder if he ever thought of its size. It
was forty-five feet long, fifteen feet high and fifteen feet wide. It was
divided into two parts, The Holy place and the Most Holy Place.
When he enters the Holy place, he sees three pieces of furniture, the
candlestick, the table of shew bread, and the golden altar.

The candlestick is the only source of light in the tabernacle. The seven
wicked lamp is a reminder of the perfection of God and of the Holy
Scriptures being a lamp unto my feet and a light to my path.
The table of shew bread held twelve pieces of unleavened bread, much
like a pita, for the priest. The number twelve in this instance means
enough. The Bread has two meanings. First it represents the Word of
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God. Second, it represents Jesus. In the gospel of John we find an
interesting verse:
I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he
will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life
of the world."
51

John 6:51 (NKJV)

Jesus is the sustainer of our spiritual lives. No, we can’t physically eat
His flesh, but we can eat it symbolically by staying in the Word of God.
Now we come to the golden altar. This is not a second altar where you
can be made right if you missed the first one. This is where your works
will be judged. This is where you prayers will be offered.

Our works will be judged by fire, but there is no fire in this altar. Where
does it come from? It comes from the brazen altar where you sacrifice
was first offered. The fire of the Spirit that is lit in our lives comes from
the time we accepted the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross and invited Him
to be our Saviour.
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With all that being said, Jesus fulfilled the role of the High priest. He
made the sacrifice and offered it to the father in Heaven, but His
sacrifice is not completely done. The prayers and the deeds that we
have done have not been offered yet. You see in Revelation when the
golden bowl of the prayers of the saints is offered to God, it is from the
entire church age. Let me make one thing clear, by no means does this
mean that our prayers go unanswered, Christ takes our petitions to the
Father for us, but this is the do all end all of the church age when our
prayers are presented as a gift to the Father.
Dividing the Holy place from the Most Holy Place was a thick curtain.
Behind this curtain was the Ark of the Covenant. The top of the Ark is
what is called the Mercy Seat. That is where the blood from the
sacrifice is poured out. This is where God “sits.” This is the most Holy
imagery we can imagine.
Christ, slain as the lamb of God, pours out the blood of His sacrifice on
the heavenly Mercy Seat as the atonement for the sins of all time. This
is a powerful, powerful thought.
From here, we need to look back into Revelation:
And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from
the angel's hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and
threw it to the earth. And there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake.
4

Rev 8:4-5 (NKJV)

I am sure after the rapture there will be those who will say that they
were never warned, they were never told. In this final dramatic event,
God reminds them that they were warned, they were told.
To conclude this chapter, I want to leave with a thought I mentioned in a
previous lesson. I believe the most viable testimony we can give is not
one that comes from our mouths. I believe it is one that comes from the
heart, and shows itself through the life you live.
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I want to share a couple of verses in Matthew to encourage us to live as
Godly a life in public as we do in church.
You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do
they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all
who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven.
14

Matt 5:14-16 (NKJV)

Chapter eleven, The Seven Trumpets, part
one
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Let’s think back to the previous chapters for a moment. The seven seals
to be more specific. Each seal presented itself progressively more and
more destructive culminating in the sixth seal that I proposed to mean
total nuclear war.
As bad as those events were, I will say that it gets much worse from
here.
The trumpet judgments are worse than the seals, and the bowl
judgments, we will talk about these later, are worse than the trumpet
judgments. For now, all Heaven has taken its deep breath before the
plunge, let’s dig right in.
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6

So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound.

Rev 8:6 (NKJV)

There are two schools of thought concerning the trumpet judgments.
First is that they run parallel with those of the seven seals, that is they
happen the same time.
I don’t hold that theory, I believe that they happen right after the seals.
With that thought in mind, let’s move on to the trumpets.

The first trumpet
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The first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, and they were
thrown to the earth. And a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was
burned up. Rev 8:7 (NKJV)
7

I spoke in the lesson on the sixth seal about a nuclear exchange. I
believe that here we are seeing the fallout from that attack. The verse
above mentions a third of the trees, so a third of the land surface of the
earth is affected. Did you know that if you take Russia and her allies
and Israel and her allies, combine them together, you are talking about
roughly one third of the area of the earth?
But to understand this verse, we need to look at a nuclear explosion

When a nuclear explosion happens, you have the concussion and then
the winds that can reach upwards of two hundred miles an hour
spreading out from the blast area. From that all moisture is evaporated
instantly. Did you know that your body is two-thirds moisture? So any
person that is near the blast are will be vaporized. All that moisture that
is vaporized will be sucked up through the mushroom cloud. What
happens to water vapor as it rises into the atmosphere? It cools and
condenses and falls back to the earth as rain. If it reaches high enough,
it falls as hail. Now, do you know how lightening is formed? It is static
electricity between clouds. But much more than that, during the nuclear
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explosion, all the ash, dust, and whatever things were not instantly
destroyed are creating lots of static electricity causing lightening strikes
like we cannot imagine.
So now we have one third of the surface of the earth affected by this
attack, one third of the trees are destroyed. We get a lot of food from
trees. We get a lot of medicine from trees. We get paper from trees.
WE get oxygen from trees. Imagine for a moment that the oxygen
capacity was diminished by one third. Does not sound like a lot, but
with the earth’s population now at roughly 6.7 billion people, that is a
lot of carbon dioxide for the plants to synthesize into oxygen.
On top of that the text says all the green grass is burnt up. Do you know
what all is included in green grass? Wheat, barley, most vegetables,
rice, alfalfa are included just to name a few.
So we loose the food stores from trees, fruits and such, then we loose
the food produced by vegetation, it is starting to look bleak.
But it does not let up, the second angel is getting ready.

The second trumpet
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Then the second angel sounded: And something like a great mountain burning with fire
was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. 9 And a third of the living
creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.
8

Rev 8:8-9 (NKJV)

Let me throw something out here. A lot of people believe this is a
meteor that crashes to earth here. I don’t believe so. I do believe
before all is said and done, God will use meteors in His final judgment
of the earth but not here.
I believe that here we see yet another response to the continued nuclear
attacks on the earth.
You see, something that is a vital part of any superpower’s nuclear
arsenal is nuclear submarines. The interesting part about a submarine,
if it was not for the need of food, they could stay submerged
indefinitely. The hot bed for submarine activity is the Atlantic Ocean.
The submarines can stay hidden in the deep, surface and release their
weapons, submerge and then there is no way to track them. I read
somewhere that one nuclear submarine has around 240 nuclear
warheads. I have no idea how many there are, but I can imagine that
there are a lot of them in the fleets of major powers.
I believe what John is seeing here is the nuclear response to the
possibility of the enemy nuclear subs releasing their weaponry.
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In warfare, the best way to deal with a submarine is something called a
depth charge. This is an explosive that when it reaches a certain depth,
measured by pressure, explodes and does enough harm to the hull of
the submarine that it sinks.
This is only effective if you know where they are. In the nuclear
battlefield, here is a possibility. Send the signal for all your ships and
submarines to evacuate the area. Drop a very, very large nuclear
bomb rigged with a depth charge like detonator into the sea and the
hope is that all the enemy’s subs or surface ships will be destroyed
before they knew what hit them.
The result of this explosion causes much more harm than expected. All
the aquatic animals are killed, gigantic tsunamis reach the coast of
every where that has an Atlantic coast. Probably most of Central
America is wiped off the map. Damage and destruction like we can
only imagine, and the image John saw, a burning mountain being cast
into the sea.
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So now we have lost vegetation, food stores, sources of oxygen, now
we loose the ocean and the food it provides, what is next? Can it get
worse?

The third trumpet

Then the third angel sounded: And a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch,
and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. 11 The name of the star is
Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and many men died from the
water, because it was made bitter.
10

Rev 8:10-11 (NKJV)

We have spoken exclusively about nuclear war so far. Nuclear
weaponry is very destructive. Everything in the path of this weapon is
destroyed, nothing is useable. The radiation lingers years later. There
has to be a better way to attack but not have these unwanted side
affects.
Enter the neutron bomb. This bomb was first produced in the late
seventies and continues today. This is still considered nuclear
weaponry, but there is a difference. Where the traditional nuclear
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weapons focus there destruction through the heat they produce, the
neutron bomb focuses its attack on the biological victims.
The lethal radiation it produces can penetrate armor several feet thick
killing all life, but leaving the buildings and equipment unscathed,
allowing enemy forces to claim the structures for themselves because
the radiation from this bomb dissipates much quicker with no poisonous
residue left behind.

With that knowledge, let’s re-read the text:
Then the third angel sounded: And a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch,
and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. 11 The name of the star is
Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and many men died from the
water, because it was made bitter.
10

Rev 8:10-11 (NKJV)

Here is the danger. The nuclear attacks are getting more pinpointed.
Say for example, some enemy wants Washington DC. They want it
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undestroyed so a neutron bomb is exploded in the atmosphere over the
eastern part of the US. We cannot get water from the faucet because
the water systems have been destroyed. There is no electricity, we
have to go the rivers and streams. This poisonous neutron radiation is in
the air falling as rain into the waters poisoning everyone who drinks it,
leaving the eastern half of the US ripe for the taking.
What I find ironic here is that these people drinking the water and dying
because it is bitter(poisonous) could be drinking from the water of life
and living forever:
Jesus answered and said to her, "Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, 14 but
whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I
shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life."
13

John 4:13-14 (NKJV)

The fourth trumpet

Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon,
and a third of the stars, so that a third of them were darkened. A third of the day did not
shine, and likewise the night.

12

Rev 8:12 (NKJV)
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This trumpet is the culmination of the first three. I believe it signifies the
start of what is known as nuclear winter. Nuclear winter is a theory that
was put forth that the effects of an all out nuclear attack would
dramatically affect the climate of the world. Large amounts of ash and
dust clouding the sky keeping the warmth or light of the sun from shining
through, plants not being able to grow, these are but just a few of the
repercussions from nuclear war.
As I have asked before, can it get worse than this?

And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a
loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the remaining
blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!"

13

Rev 8:13 (NKJV)

Now this is a warning that I’m sure took John’s breath away. These first
four trumpets were terrible to say the least, now this angel is saying the
worst is yet to come? How could it get worse? We have to remember
that God has taken His hand from the earth and letting mankind do
what they do best with out Him, fight, kill and destroy.
Let’s go on and see what happens next.

The fifth trumpet
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Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen from heaven to the earth. To him
was given the key to the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke
arose out of the pit like the smoke of a great furnace. So the sun and the air were
darkened because of the smoke of the pit.
1

Rev 9:1-2 (NKJV)

I believe God sends a special angel, created just for this task. Some
say this is Satan, but I don’t believe that God would give him a key to
anything, much less than let him help with the judgment of the earth.
One thing I don’t want us to miss here is the appearance of this angel.
John describes it as a star falling to the earth. Man’s destructive powers
pale in comparison to God’s and He is about to show it. I believe this
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angel takes the appearance of a meteor falling to the earth. With the
world’s military in disarray, something like the movie Armageddon can’t
happen. The world watches helpless as this massive meteor falls to the
earth.
The angel opens hell, and its black choking smoke fills the earth, but
wait there is something moving in it:
Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth. And to them was given power, as
the scorpions of the earth have power.
3

Rev 9:3 (NKJV)

This horrific sight is God allowing the demons of hell loose on the earth.

I don’t know if you have ever been stung by a scorpion, but it HURTS!!!
I was stung by a little one working on a house in Wolftever Landing. I
picked up some wood and there he was and he got me. The scorpions
around here are not poisonous, but many kinds are. I heard it said
there are two kinds of scorpion stings, those that kill you and those that
make you wish you were dead. This little guy that got me hurt. Imagine
putting you hand in a big staple gun and squeezing the trigger, not
good.
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These scorpions from the pits of hell are monsters in the truest sense of
the word. Let’s read about them:
They were commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any
tree, but only those men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 5 And they
were not given authority to kill them, but to torment them for five months. Their torment
was like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man. 6 In those days men will seek
death and will not find it; they will desire to die, and death will flee from them. 7 The
shape of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle. On their heads were crowns of
something like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. 8 They had hair like
women's hair, and their teeth were like lions' teeth. 9 And they had breastplates like
breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots with
many horses running into battle. 10 They had tails like scorpions, and there were stings in
their tails. Their power was to hurt men five months.
Rev 9:4-10 (NKJV)
4

The prophet Joel saw these creatures also. Let’s look at his prophecy:
Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; And like swift steeds, so they run.
With a noise like chariots Over mountaintops they leap, Like the noise of a flaming fire
that devours the stubble, Like a strong people set in battle array. 6 Before them the people
writhe in pain; All faces are drained of color. 7 They run like mighty men, They climb the
wall like men of war; Every one marches in formation, And they do not break ranks.
8
They do not push one another; Every one marches in his own column. Though they
lunge between the weapons, They are not cut down. 9 They run to and fro in the city,
They run on the wall; They climb into the houses, They enter at the windows like a thief.
10
The earth quakes before them, The heavens tremble; The sun and moon grow dark, And
the stars diminish their brightness.
4
5

Joel 2:4-10 (NKJV)

Imagine one of these monsters coming after you. They were given
instructions not to hurt those with the seal of God, i.e. the 144,000. So
these will be turned loose on the unrighteous world.
One thing that strikes me is that they will not be allowed to kill anyone.
Death itself has taken a holiday, death will not come to those who want
it the most.
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Now back to the scorpions, the text says that they were given the
power to torment men five months, it is odd that this corresponds with
the length of time that locust infestations last.
One more verse about these things:
And they had as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew
is Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon.
11

Rev 9:11 (NKJV)

Abaddon, Apollyon, who is this? This is the most powerful demon
outside of Satan himself. He is the destroyer. This is the only time he is
mentioned in the Bible so there is not a lot known other than what his
name means. I believe he possibly was the commander of Satan’s
forces when he rebelled against God. We just don’t know for sure.
One thing I am glad of is that he is not loose.
Following these events, the scorpions and Abaddon seem to disappear.
Where did they go? Some commentators believe that they go back into
Hell to wait for the unrighteous to come spend eternity with them.
Following these verses, there is an interesting verse interjected in here:
12

One woe is past. Behold, still two more woes are coming after these things.

Rev 9:12 (NKJV)

Yes, it is going to get worse.

The sixth trumpet
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Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden
altar which is before God, 14 saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release the
four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates."
13

Rev 9:13-14 (NKJV)

This doesn’t sound so bad. Four angels, but why are they bound?
I don’t think that these are good angels at all. These have been bound
in the river for some time. Why the Euphrates and not say the Nile or
the Amazon, or even the Tennessee? I think it goes back to the fact that
the Euphrates runs through the ancient city of Babylon. Sound familiar?
Let’s look at the next couple of verses and I will tell you what I think.

So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year,
were released to kill a third of mankind. 16 Now the number of the army of the horsemen
was two hundred million; I heard the number of them. 17 And thus I saw the horses in the
vision: those who sat on them had breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur
yellow; and the heads of the horses were like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths
came fire, smoke, and brimstone. 18 By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed-by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which came out of their mouths. 19 For their
power is in their mouth and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents, having heads;
and with them they do harm.
15

Rev 9:15-19 (NKJV)
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I have heard many commentators say that this is an actual army coming
from the orient. I believe that this is a demonic army, much like the
locusts that we just talked about. For time’s sake we are not going into
great depth about these guys, I believe the scripture is pretty clear
concerning them.

Through these last two trumpets, God in His love is giving the people an
opportunity once again to turn to Him. But there is a sad verse that
follows theses:
But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the
works of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver,
brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk. 21 And they did not
repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.
20

Rev 9:20-21 (NKJV)

Even through all they have experienced, they will not repent. If you
remember the story of the Exodus, Pharaoh had his heart hardened so
that he would not let the people go. The unrighteous in the tribulation
will have their hearts hardened so that they will believe the lie.
Chapters ten and the first of eleven give us a break from the terrible
events so far. It is necessary to take this break now as well because this
respite sets the stage for the seventh trumpet.
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Chapter twelve, the mighty angel and the
little book

As I said in the previous lesson, this marks a break in the action if you
will. You see everything we have spoken of so far has been the first
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three and on half years of the tribulation. After this we dive headlong
into the great tribulation. The bad of the first half gets much worse
before it gets better.
Let’s look at the scripture and take this break as well.
I saw still another mighty angel coming down from heaven, clothed with a cloud. And a
rainbow was on his head, his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire. 2 He
had a little book open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea and his left foot on
the land, 3 and cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars. When he cried out, seven
thunders uttered their voices.
Rev 10:1-3 (NKJV)

Some have said that this mighty angel is Christ Himself. I can
understand that because of the descriptions here, the rainbow, his face
shining like the sun, feet like fire and a voice as a lion. There are also
some that believe this is Michael the archangel, or Gabriel the
messenger angel. I am not going to get into the debate as to whom he
is, but his message is powerful enough, we will talk about the message
in just a minute.
There is just one thing I want to mention first, there is a phrase that
mentions the seven thunders. We know absolutely nothing about them
because John was told not to write about them.
When he cried out, seven thunders uttered their voices. 4 Now when the seven thunders
uttered their voices, I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven saying to me,
"Seal up the things which the seven thunders uttered, and do not write them."
Rev 10:3-4 (NKJV)

Now let’s get to this angel’s message:
The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised up his hand to heaven
and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things that
are in it, the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, that
there should be delay no longer, 7 but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel,
when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His
servants the prophets.
6
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Rev 10:5-7 (NKJV)

There shall be no more delay. Does this mean that it is all over? That
the calendars cease to exist? No. It means simply that God is not
holding back anymore. God is no longer going to hide His anger or
displeasure.
From here, there is an interesting exchange between John and a voice
from Heaven.
Then the voice which I heard from heaven spoke to me again and said, "Go, take the
little book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the earth."
9
So I went to the angel and said to him, "Give me the little book." And he said to me,
"Take and eat it; and it will make your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in
8
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your mouth." 10 Then I took the little book out of the angel's hand and ate it, and it was as
sweet as honey in my mouth. But when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter.
Rev 10:8-10 (NKJV)

Well this brings up a good question. What is the book? Some say that
it is the Word of God. I don’t think so, because sometimes it will be
bitter in our mouths, but good for us inside. I remember a while back,
Carter was sick and he was on a strong antibiotic. It was NASTY, but
we gave it to him because he needed it.
This book was sweet to the mouth but bitter to the belly. Let me give
you a few opinions here.
This book could be the seven sealed book that was opened. Sweet to
the mouth because God is going to get the ultimate victory, but bitter to
the belly because of all the destruction and death that is to come.
It could be the book that Daniel was told to seal up.
"But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many
shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase."
4

Dan 12:4 (NKJV)
Although I heard, I did not understand. Then I said, "My lord, what shall be the end of
these things?" 9 And he said, "Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and
sealed till the time of the end.
8

Dan 12:8-9 (NKJV)

The reason he was told to seal the book is that the time was not yet.
John was given the revelation and once again the sweetness that God
has the victory is tempered with the death and destruction.

In the next lesson, we are going to look at two people and their stand in
the tribulation.
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Chapter thirteen, the two witnesses, and the
seventh trumpet
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We have one more topic to cover before we finish the trumpet
judgments. There are two men I would like to speak about for just a
little bit. We are introduced to them in Revelation chapter 11:
And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two
hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth."
Rev 11:3 (NKJV)

God has already sealed the 144,000 to preach his word in the
tribulation, what difference will two witnesses make? We are going to
see they are given power to work miracles and show wonders.
Who are these witnesses? Let me give you some of my thoughts.
First of all, let me tell you who I think they are not. John the Baptist is not
one of them. He was killed and the Bible recorded his death. Lazarus
the beggar is not one of these. Lazarus, brother of Mary and Martha is
not one.
The reason I feel I can say all these are not is because of one verse in a
parable that Jesus taught:
And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will
repent.' 31 But he said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will
they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.' "
30

Luke 16:30-31 (NKJV)
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I want to look at the rest of the text concerning the description of the
witnesses before we go farther:
And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two
hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth." 4 These are the two olive trees and the two
lampstands standing before the God of the earth. 5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire
proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them,
he must be killed in this manner. 6 These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls
in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and
to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire.
3

Rev 11:3-6 (NKJV)

So who are these witnesses? We can get a clue of their identities by
what the text says they are going to do. I am going to give you two
possibilities of who you feel they are.
The first probably is the prophet Elijah. Elijah did not see death on the
earth. I know I have mentioned his “end” but I want us to look at it
again:
Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire
appeared with horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven.
11

2 Kings 2:11 (NKJV)

Why was Elijah taken to heaven like this? I believe that He was
prepared for a job to come and I believe that job is being one of the
two witnesses.
The next person I think is one of the witnesses is Moses. If you
remember, Moses was not allowed to enter into the promised land with
the Israelites:
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Then the LORD said to him, "This is the land of which I swore to give Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, saying, 'I will give it to your descendants.' I have caused you to see it with
your eyes, but you shall not cross over there."
Deut 34:4 (NKJV)

The text goes on to say that Moses died in the land of Moab, but no
one knows where his grave is.
In the New Testament, there is an interesting exchange:
Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the
body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, "The Lord
rebuke you!"
9

Jude 1:9 (NKJV)

Why was Satan fighting for the body of Moses? I believe that if he
knew where the body was, he could spin it for his own evil purposes.
I believe that God is taking care of Moses, just like He is Elijah,
preparing them for what is to come.
There is another reason I think these two are the two witnesses. It goes
back to the transfiguration of Jesus. This is when the disciple saw Him in
His glorified state:
Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high
mountain by themselves; 2 and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the
sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. 3 And behold, Moses and Elijah
appeared to them, talking with Him.
1

Matt 17:1-3 (NKJV)

I believe here that Jesus was instructing Moses and Elijah about what
was to come. The importance of these three figures is simple. Moses
represents the law of God, Elijah represents the prophets of God, and
Jesus represents the grace of God.
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Now that I told you who I think they are, let’s look at what they do.
And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their
enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner. 6 These
have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they
have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as
often as they desire.
5

Rev 11:5-6 (NKJV)

If we think back to the stories from the Old Testament, these parallel the
miracles that Moses and Elijah did.
They speak out against the antichrist and all he does. They proclaim
that a return to the true and living God is the only thing that will save
anyone. The text calls them olive trees and lampstands standing before
God for the earth:
These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the God of the
earth.
Rev 11:4 (NKJV)
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Ok here’s the deal. These two witnesses will preach and stand against
the antichrist for the first three and one half years of the tribulation.
They will be the thorn on the side and nothing can stop them. We have
already read that if anyone tries, they are destroyed with fire. Finally,
the antichrist has enough and successfully kills these witnesses.
When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit will
make war against them, overcome them, and kill them. 8 And their dead bodies will lie in
the street of the great city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our
Lord was crucified.
7

Rev 11:7-8 (NKJV)

Their dead bodies will not even be given a burial. They will be left In
the street to rot. Maybe this will be a sign to all who oppose the
antichrist. This will happen to you also if you oppose me.
But then something very interesting happens:
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Then those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will see their dead bodies
three-and-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies to be put into graves. 10 And those
who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts to one another,
because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.
9

Rev 11:9-10 (NKJV)

Why do you think this is? I think it is for the same reason the media goes
crazy everytime they catch a preacher in a sin. They can make an
example of how bad Christians really are. That is what is happening
here, these goodie-goodies are dead, no one is telling us we need to
repent, we can live as we see fit.
They think they have the last word, but God has the last laugh:
Now after the three-and-a-half days the breath of life from God entered them, and they
stood on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them.
11

Rev 11:11 (NKJV)

The dead bodies of the witnesses are raised back to life, then a familiar
phrase is heard:
And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up here." And they
ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw them.
12

Rev 11:12 (NKJV)

They are raised from death to life. They people of the world see it and I
am sure they wonder, if these two were raised from the dead, why
would God not raise His Son from the dead, Jesus must be real. This
probably starts a revival of sorts, and Satan knows he must move fast to
cut it off.

From here we move back to the trumpets.
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The seventh trumpet

Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The
kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He
shall reign forever and ever!"
15

Rev 11:15 (NKJV)

This verse, in my opinion, builds off the possible revival of sorts with the
resurrection and ascending of the two witnesses into heaven. God now
proclaims His control over the kingdoms of the world, proclaiming that
everything is truly His. This I am sure is a major roadblock to the
agenda of Satan and the antichrist. This I believe is why the treaty with
Israel is broken and the antichrist sets Himself up as the antichrist. He
boldly enters the temple and makes his way to sit on the mercy seat as
God, but something has happened that he doesn’t expect:
Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen in
His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail.
19

Rev 11:19 (NKJV)

The Ark of the Covenant, the most holy item in the temple, said to have
been lost for thousands of years only to turn up for the new temple in the
end times, now is in the throne room of God in the heaven. God will
not let that holy item be so defiled.
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From here, we move to a purely symbolic chapter that tells the story of
the Messiah.

Chapter fourteen, The Sun Clothed Woman,
the Man Child and the Dragon
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Before we start in this chapter, I feel the need to clarify a few things. I
mentioned earlier that all the chapters in Revelation are not in
sequence. Some chapters, such as the letters to the churches, are not
entirely prophetical. Some are purely prophetical. Then there are
some, like chapter twelve that are historical. Chapter twelve is an
interesting chapter, because John uses it and its imagery to tell the
story of Israel and her Messiah.
That being said, let’s look at the text in its entirety then we will go back
and look at it in pieces:
Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the
moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. 2 Then being with child,
she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth. 3 And another sign appeared in heaven:
behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on
his heads. 4 His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And
the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as
soon as it was born. 5 She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of
iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His throne. 6 Then the woman fled into the
wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one
thousand two hundred and sixty days.
7
And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon;
and the dragon and his angels fought, 8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for
them in heaven any longer. 9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called
the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his
angels were cast out with him. 10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, "Now
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have
come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night,
has been cast down. 11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word
of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. 12 Therefore rejoice, O
heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For
the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short
time."
1
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Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the
woman who gave birth to the male Child. 14 But the woman was given two wings of a
great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for
a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent. 15 So the serpent
spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be
carried away by the flood. 16 But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its
mouth and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 And
the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her
offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.
13

Rev 12:1-17 (NKJV)
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John sees two major signs, or as the KJV renders, wonders. He sees a
woman clothed in the sun and a great red dragon.
Let’s talk about the woman first.
Throughout the Bible, Israel is referred to as a wife, albeit there are
times she is called an adulterous wife, she is always referred to as a
wife. This woman John sees, is clearly Israel.
Another reason I can say that without any reservation is the dream of
Joseph way back in Genesis:
Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, "Look, I have
dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed
down to me."
9

Gen 37:9 (NKJV)

The dream is simply this. The sun is Joseph’s father, Jacob. The moon is
Rachel his mother, and the stars represent the sons of Jacob, later the
twelve tribes of Israel.
The text in Revelation speaks to this:
Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon
under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars.

1

Rev 12:1 (NKJV)
Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that
they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days.
6

Rev 12:6 (NKJV)
But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the
wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and times and half a time, from
the presence of the serpent.
14

Rev 12:14 (NKJV)
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God has always provided a means of protection of His people Israel.
Moving on quickly, the next verse states that she was expecting a child:
2

Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth.

Rev 12:2 (NKJV)
She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was
caught up to God and His throne.
5

Rev 12:5 (NKJV)

What this means, I believe is this. God promised Abram that the entire
world would be blessed through him:
Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From your family And
from your father's house, To a land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation;
I will bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless
those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of
the earth shall be blessed."
1

Gen 12:1-3 (NKJV)

Even before that, God promised Adam and Eve that their seed would
defeat the serpent:
And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her
Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel."
15

Gen 3:15 (NKJV)

I believe these early prophetic verses open the curtain for the Messiah
to be born to Israel. That is what the child represents.
Now we move on to the enemy of this chapter:
And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven
heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 4 His tail drew a third of the stars of
heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was
ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born.
3
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Rev 12:3-4 (NKJV)

We really don’t have to use a lot of imagination to tell who this dragon
is. It is Satan himself. We will see in a later lesson another beast with
nearly the same description, but this is Satan here. The third of the stars
represent the angels that fell with him.

From these introductions, we get into some action.
And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the
dragon and his angels fought,
7

Rev 12:7 (NKJV)

Michael is the leader of God’s armies. He is the archangel. He is
described as the protector of Israel, so it stands to reason the he is the
one fighting here.
The next few verses set the stage for what happens next:
but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 9 So the
great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives
the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 10 Then I
heard a loud voice saying in heaven, "Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of
our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who
accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down. 11 And they overcame
him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love
their lives to the death. 12 Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe
to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having
great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time."
8

Rev 12:8-12 (NKJV)
Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the woman
who gave birth to the male Child.
13

Rev 12:13 (NKJV)
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Satan thrown out of the heavenlies to the earth, not to hell as some
claim, now turns his attention to destroying Israel as a nation. This
describes his role in the tribulation period.

The final few verses of this chapter could have several different
meanings, and all of them fit.
So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that he
might cause her to be carried away by the flood. 16 But the earth helped the woman, and
the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had spewed out
of his mouth. 17 And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war
with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ.
15

Rev 12:15-17 (NKJV)

We, as Christians, realize that it is Satan’s job to oppose those who
stand for God.
For the meaning of these verses I want to first think back to the
Christmas story. When the wise men left and did not return to Herod,
what was his response? Kill all the male children in Bethlehem up to the
age of two. The Holy Family escaped being warned in a dream
escaping into the night. The flood of the soldiers coming to carry out
the deed was great, but God prepared a way out.
Then let’s think of the Holocaust. Hitler was determined to wipe the
Jewish population off the face of the map. If it were not for divine
intervention, I shudder to think what might have happened. Just
imagine the horrors he would have unleashed if his scientists had
developed the atom bomb before the fall of Nazi Germany.
Even today, the Islamic world pledges itself to the destruction of Israel.
Why is that? Because the enemy will do everything he can to destroy
God’s people Israel. When he sees this is not working, he gladly turns
against the Christians as well.
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I am reminded of the verse:
So shall they fear The name of the LORD from the west, And His glory from the rising
of the sun; When the enemy comes in like a flood, The Spirit of the LORD will lift up a
standard against him.
19

Isaiah 59:19 (NKJV)

When it seems like all hope is lost and the battle is almost over, God
comes on the scene and the tables are turned.
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Chapter fifteen, More Beasts and a Drunk
Prostitute???

If you didn’t notice, we skipped over chapter thirteen, although it has
been in several of our lessons. The reason I did is simple. I knew that
we were going to be looking at the same beast later in Revelation, and
the lesson on the antichrist covered this beast pretty well.
But now I want to look back at chapter thirteen and the description of
the beast from the sea.

John’s Beast from the Sea

166

Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having
seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous
name. 2 Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear,
and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and
great authority. 3 And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his
deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the beast.
1

Rev 13:1-3 (NKJV)

From a precious lesson, we know this beast represents the antichrist.
What I want you to see here is the description of this beast.

This beast is a conglomeration of the four beasts that Daniel saw. In it is
the strength, the intelligence, the cunning, the speed and the destruction
of the world kingdoms.
The antichrist will personify the aspects of all these, empowered by
Satan until his death is only human. After the antichrist is brought back
to life, he is more than human, he is Satan’s superhuman.
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John’s Beast from the Earth
Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb
and spoke like a dragon. 12 And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his
presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose
deadly wound was healed. 13 He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come
down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men. 14 And he deceives those who dwell
on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling
those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who was wounded by the
sword and lived.
11

Rev 13:11-14 (NKJV)

Remember in an earlier lesson that I said everything God has, Satan has
a sub-par substitution for it?
Remember in another lesson that we talked about Jesus being the Lamb
of God? Here we have the “lamb” of the evil trinity. This beast is the
false prophet. He is what will replace all the religions of the world
when they fall. He too will be given power by Satan himself so that he
can perform these “miracles.”
This beast will require your life if you don’t conform to his system of
worship. I am reminded of two stories in Daniel:
Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying to them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and AbedNego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the gold image which I have set up?
15
Now if you are ready at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and
psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, and you fall down and worship the image
which I have made, good! But if you do not worship, you shall be cast immediately into
the midst of a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you from my
hands?"
14

Dan 3:14-15 (NKJV)
And they went before the king, and spoke concerning the king's decree: "Have you not
signed a decree that every man who petitions any god or man within thirty days, except
you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?" The king answered and said, "The thing
is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter." 13 So they
answered and said before the king, "That Daniel, who is one of the captives from Judah,
does not show due regard for you, O king, or for the decree that you have signed, but
makes his petition three times a day."
12
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Dan 6:12-13 (NKJV)

We know the rest of these stories, God delivered these men and He will
deliver those who need Him the most, even during the tribulation.

From here, we must jump forward to chapter eighteen and fill in a few
holes.
I have made the statement that all world religions must fail in order for
the antichrists system of religion to take effect. Here is my belief.
When the true Church is raptured out, the dispensation of grace is over
and the message that the church spreads will be over. Any type of
salvation to God from then will be in the same context as those who
were under the law before Grace came, cue the 144,000 missionaries.
After that dispensation has run its course, remember the scene on the
Heavenly Mt Zion, the time for salvation is over. The last remnants of
true God centered religion are gone and the world now needs a system
of worship, and the antichrist needs one to benefit him.
Enter the drunk prostitute.

The Great Whore and the Beast She Rides
The title to this section is one that makes me cringe even as I type it.
That word is such a strong word, so why does God use it to describe
this lady? To gain a little insight, lets look in Revelation chapter
eighteen:
Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with me, saying
to me, "Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters,
2
with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth
were made drunk with the wine of her fornication." 3 So he carried me away in the Spirit
into the wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names
1
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of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was arrayed in purple and
scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a
golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication. 5 And on her
forehead a name was written:
MYSTERY,
BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
6
I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of
Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement.
Rev 17:1-6 (NKJV)

What I believe that John is seeing here is Satan’s cheap imitation of the
Bride of Christ. This lady, Satan’s church is the most vile and
reprehensible thing I can imagine for religion. I have often said that
there will be more people in hell because of religion than anything else
you can imagine. Religion in and of itself is bad. Let that sink in for a
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minute. A Baptist saying that religion is bad? That doesn’t make too
good of sense.
Let me clarify a few things. Yes I am Baptist, but I keep an open mind. I
believe that Jesus is the only way to Heaven, but I don’t think we as
Baptists have an exclusive door key. There are things in the Baptist
church I don’t like, but I will not take this as an opportunity for
denominational teachings here.
My point is this, whether you are Baptist, Church of God, Seventh Day
Adventist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Catholic, Lutheran, Mormon,
Disciples of Christ, non denominatial, Pentecostal, or whatever other
label you want to put on the sign, the further we get from the truths
contained in the Word of God, the more muddied our message gets
and before long, people aren’t seeing Christ, they are seeing us trying
to make ourselves look good.
This lady John sees here, I believe is a combination of all world
religions. The antichrist will use his false prophet first to gain
acceptance, during the first three and a half years, even going so far as
to playing the part of a practicing Jew. When he finds that this no
longer benefits him, he demands the end of religion and the only
worship allowed is the worship of himself, note the woman drunk with
blood, this is the blood of those who in the name of God, refused to
worship the beast.
John also notices that she was riding on a beast of seven heads and ten
horns. This is the same beast that John saw in chapter thirteen coming
from the sea. The seven heads, I believe, refer to seven distinct world
rulers with the antichrist being the final one, remember the seventh head
had the deadly wound healed? The ten horns, I believe refer to the ten
kingdoms that give the antichrist his power.
However you interpret these visions, you must realize that these are
given for warnings to the earth to repent and turn to the one that can
rescue you from these evils to come.
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No matter the political leader, there comes a time that religion must be
handled. I don’t remember how many presidential elections you
remember, but I can see a trend that during the election process, they
all seem religious, some even using Bible verses in speeches. Then
when they are elected, all that religion stuff goes away because they
don’t need it anymore.
Let’s look back at the ten horns again. They are nations that provide the
military muscle. After they see that they can’t be stopped, they get
jealous of the religion. They turn on it and convince the antichrist he no
longer needs it.
I believe that he takes it hook line and sinker. After he has full world
power, he doesn’t need the specter of religion standing over his
shoulder any longer. He turns on this “church” and destroys it as well
saying he is god and demands total worship alone, talk about a power
trip!
And the ten horns which you saw on the beast, these will hate the harlot, make her
desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 17 For God has put it into their
hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast,
until the words of God are fulfilled.
16

Rev 17:16-17 (NKJV)

This effectively ends the role of false religion in the kingdom of the
antichrist. Now the attention is turned to the financial center of the
empire of the beast.
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Chapter sixteen, intermission before the final
judgments
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In this lesson, we are going to cover the fourteenth and fifteenth
chapters of Revelation.
These two chapters give a rest or break before the final judgments of
God on the now totally sin ravaged earth.

The 144,000 on Mt Zion
It is striking to me that the first scene we see, however, is the re
appearance of the 144,000. The first time we met them, they were
being sealed by the angel to do God’s work as end time’s missionaries.
Now they appear in a totally new environment:
Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred
and forty-four thousand, having His Father's name written on their foreheads. 2 And I
heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of many waters, and like the voice of loud
thunder. And I heard the sound of harpists playing their harps.
1

Rev 14:1-2 (NKJV)

What is important to know here is that they are no longer on the earth.
They have been taken up, probably by the same means of the church
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and the two witnesses. The mount Zion that is described here is the
same one that the writer of Hebrews mentioned:
But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels,
22

Heb 12:22 (NKJV)

Why are they there? Why are they not still winning people out of the
tribulation for God?
I believe it goes back to a few lessons ago when we had this verse:
The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised up his hand to heaven
and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things that
are in it, the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, that
there should be delay no longer,
5
6

Rev 10:5-6 (NKJV)

Once again, this verse is God’s way of saying time’s up, you played
with fire, now you will be burned.
From this scene in Heaven where these faithful servants who kept
themselves clean in the filthiest of times, we see three angels. These
angels don’t have trumpets to sound judgment, they don’t have bowls
of wrath, no, these three angels have three simple messages. I want us
to look at their words and take them to heart.

The first angel
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The first angel that John sees has a message of hope:
Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach to those who dwell on the earth--to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people-7
saying with a loud voice, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment
has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water."
6

Rev 14:6-7 (NKJV)

Now wait a minute. Didn’t I just say a minute ago that God said time’s
up? Why is this angel coming back to give the people another chance?
I believe that it is because of the love that God has for His creation. I
am reminded of the verse in Peter’s epistle:
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance.
2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV)

God gives us chance after chance after chance to make it right, when
all He wants is for us to ask Him to do it for us. Let me give you a
couple of more verses here:
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 16 For
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the
world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.
14
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John 3:14-17 (NKJV)

There is simple to the point theology here.
One final thought I want to leave before we move on is found in Isaiah:
Therefore, as the fire devours the stubble, And the flame consumes the chaff, So their
root will be as rottenness, And their blossom will ascend like dust; Because they have
rejected the law of the LORD of hosts, And despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.
25
Therefore the anger of the LORD is aroused against His people; He has stretched out His
hand against them And stricken them, And the hills trembled. Their carcasses were as
refuse in the midst of the streets. For all this His anger is not turned away, But His hand
is stretched out still.
24

Isaiah 5:24-25 (NKJV)
Therefore the LORD will have no joy in their young men, Nor have mercy on their
fatherless and widows; For everyone is a hypocrite and an evildoer, And every mouth
speaks folly. For all this His anger is not turned away, But His hand is stretched out still.

17

Isaiah 9:17 (NKJV)

You see, one thing I have learned with God, is that even though He is
correcting us, the hand that corrects us is still stretched forth in love
waiting for us to take it.
That is why the angel is proclaiming his message, pleading for any to
still follow God, even though it will cost them their lives.

The second angel
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This angel has a message of impending doom. This doom is a message
for the antichrist. After his episode in Jerusalem and the effort to destroy
the Israelites, he moves his seat of operations back to Babylon. Now
he hears this message:
And another angel followed, saying, "Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because
she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication."
8

Rev 14:8 (NKJV)

This city, whether it is the actual city of Babylon rebuilt of symbolic,
signifies the religious center of the Antichrists regime. In the same way
the world religions failed allowing the antichrist’s religious system to
prosper; his own system fails and reaps the wine of its own wrath. This
is a subject we will talk about in greater detail later.
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The third angel

This angel has a message of doom for the followers of the antichrist.
You chose evil over good, the antichrist over the real Christ, now you
will suffer the consequences:
Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships the
beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he himself
shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the
cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of
the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment
ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and
his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name."
9

Rev 14:9-11 (NKJV)

As I read these verses I shudder to think at what these people held onto
instead of Christ, then I think, what have I compromised in light of my
testimony?
A little bit ago, we read some verses from John chapter three. I want to
go back there for just a minute:
And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone practicing evil
hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.
19

John 3:19-20 (NKJV)
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How sad it is that we are too concerned with the skeletons in our closets
to let God have control of our lives.
Verses fourteen through twenty contain the imagery of a man sitting on
a cloud reaping the earth. The first reaping is of the harvest, which is
grain. The second reaping is of the vintage, the grapes. Both of these
topics we will discuss in greater detail later, I just wanted you to know
we were not skipping over them, they are both very important.
After the images of the angels having the messages, John’s vision now
turns back to Heaven where he sees an impressive sight.
Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels having the seven
last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete. 2 And I saw something like a sea
of glass mingled with fire, and those who have the victory over the beast, over his image
and over his mark and over the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, having
harps of God. 3 They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb, saying: "Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true
are Your ways, O King of the saints! 4 Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your
name? For You alone are holy. For all nations shall come and worship before You, For
Your judgments have been manifested." 5 After these things I looked, and behold, the
temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened. 6 And out of the temple
came the seven angels having the seven plagues, clothed in pure bright linen, and having
their chests girded with golden bands. 7 Then one of the four living creatures gave to the
seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever.
8
The temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power, and no
one was able to enter the temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels were
completed.
1

Rev 15:1-8 (NKJV)

These people that John sees here, in my opinion are those who have
been saved during the tribulation. They were not saved by grace as we
are; they are saved by the fire.
Then John notices seven more angels, these are the most ominous that
he has seen as of yet, these as the text says hold the seven last plagues
or judgments of God on the earth. If you think it has been bad so far,
well as the song says, you ain’t seen nothing yet.
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Chapter seventeen, The Seven Final
Judgments
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We concluded the last lesson with the thought of something ominous
happening. Smoke filled the temple; the glass sea is glowing red,
something is up, but what.
John saw seven angels holding seven bowls, or vials, or some sort of
container that hold the seven final judgments of the earth.
One thing I want you to notice before we talk about theses judgments is
the progression of the judgments so far.
As the seven sealed book is opened, God’s hand is taken away from
the earth allowing mankind, inspired by Satan, to do its worst.
As the first of the seven trumpets are sounded, mankind is completing its
destiny of destroying the earth. The fifth through seventh trumpet is God
starting to reclaim the earth for His own, culminating with the verses:
Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The
kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He
shall reign forever and ever!" 16 And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their
thrones fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: "We give You thanks, O Lord
God Almighty, The One who is and who was and who is to come, Because You have
taken Your great power and reigned. 18 The nations were angry, and Your wrath has
come, And the time of the dead, that they should be judged, And that You should reward
Your servants the prophets and the saints, And those who fear Your name, small and
great, And should destroy those who destroy the earth." 19 Then the temple of God was
opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple. And there were
lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail.
15
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Rev 11:15-19 (NKJV)

Now, we come to the most climatic event so far. God Himself is about
to unleash His unbridled fury on those who have completely refused
Him.
We read this verse:
Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, "Go and pour out
the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth."
1

Rev 16:1 (NKJV)

The voice from the temple said to begin the final judgment.

The first bowl judgment

So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sore
came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image.
2

Rev 16:2 (NKJV)

Right here, we need to go back and look at something that I bet you
thought I forgot about. We briefly mentioned the mark of the beast
earlier, but I want us to look in greater detail now.
I believe one of the first things the antichrist will want to do is unify the
economic systems of his new world empire. That being the case, there
can’t be some using the pound, the franc, the yen, the US dollar, the
peso or any other type of money; it has to be his type of money. That
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being said, how many of you rely on your check card instead of cash
now? I do. Very rarely do I carry cash. My check is direct deposit so
there is no real need to carry cash, just about everywhere takes visa
now. Understand this, BY NO MEANS am I saying that visa is the mark
of the best, but the theory is the same. Let’s look at a verse:
He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on
their right hand or on their foreheads, 17 and that no one may buy or sell except one who
has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.
16

Rev 13:16-17 (NKJV)

How is this going to work? Let me give you a scenario. Identity theft is
a growing problem. In the last few months, Christy and I have gotten
letters from our bank that somewhere that we have used our check
cards has had their security compromised and the numbers from cards
may have been obtained illegally. The bank issued us a new card and
told us to destroy the old. What is a fool proof way for someone not to
get your credit card number? To not have one. So how will this work?
Have you ever heard of putting a microchip in a pet? On that chip are
your name and address and possibly a phone number. The chip can be
read by a scanner and that information obtained.
I believe the mark of the beast will be along those lines. A microchip
implanted just below the skin. I have heard that Prince William, heir to
the throne of England, has a chip implanted that can pinpoint his
location anywhere on the earth. The technology is in place, just waiting
for the right time to be put into use.
This microchip is powered by a Lithium ion battery that is recharged by
your own body. The dangerous thing is, if that battery were to explode
of leak, severe acid burns will erupt on your skin. The real dangerous
thing about this type of burn is that it does not heal. It remains a
festering oozing sore that will turn gangrenous.
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I believe God in His way will cause all these batteries to fail therefore
causing the people that have this “mark” to be burned and covered in
these sores.
The real unfortunate thing about this is that all the financial systems,
now relying on this new technology will crash and the world economy
will fail.
Pretty bad, but it gets worse.

The second bowl judgment

Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became blood as of a dead
man; and every living creature in the sea died.

3

Rev 16:3 (NKJV)

Now that the world economy is destroyed, the people can no longer
“buy” food. Do you realize how much of our food comes from the
oceans? Fish, crab, lobster, oysters, I have heard of people eating
kelp, those of us that live in land locked south east Tennessee really
don’t realist the importance of food from the oceans, but it is great.
Now with this bowl, the oceans turned to blood and every living thing
in it died. There is a phenomenon called red tide. What this is, is a
large concentration of various types of algae and can range from a red
or rust color to yellow or purple. What makes this so dangerous is this
alga depletes all the oxygen from the water suffocating any and all
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aquatic life and releasing poisonous toxins in the water that can kill
anything in the water that does not breathe through the water or drinks
the water. Let me show a picture:

No let me say that if the Bible says that the water was turned to blood,
it very well could be, but this is a good possibility as well. Let me share
a quote from Clarence Larkin:
The inference is that the creatures in the sea died, not because of the loss of their own
blood, but because the waters of the sea became "AS the blood of a dead man"--that is,
corrupt.

Regardless of what this is, it is devastating on the world ecology.

The third bowl judgment
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Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they
became blood. 5 And I heard the angel of the waters saying: "You are righteous, O Lord,
The One who is and who was and who is to be, Because You have judged these things.
6
For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, And You have given them blood to
drink. For it is their just due."
4

Rev 16:4-6 (NKJV)

So the problem that affected the world’s oceans now moves to the fresh
waters. Something I said earlier that I want to say again here. It is
striking to me that these people who are drinking this water and dying,
had the same opportunity to drink from the Water of Life and live.

The fourth bowl judgment
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Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was given to him to
scorch men with fire. 9 And men were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed the
name of God who has power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him
glory.
8

Rev 16:8-9 (NKJV)

One thing I can’t stand is to be hot. I would much rather be cold than
hot. I always say you can put on enough clothes to get warm, but
never take enough off to get cool. Anyway, we are not talking about
any normal cycle of hot and cold here.
God in His master plan for the earth placed around the earth a layer
called the ozone layer. What this layer does is filter the harmful UV
radiation from the sunlight. We have heard for the last several years of
global warming and greenhouse gasses and a hole in the ozone layer.
I believe what happens here is God removes this protective layer from
the earth and allows all this harmful radiation in. Once again, I think
this could be in direct relation to the nuclear war we talked about
earlier.
Regardless, the heat burns mankind, but it drives them farther and
farther from God.
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The fifth bowl judgment

Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom
became full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because of the pain. 11 They
blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and did not repent
of their deeds.
10

Rev 16:10-11 (NKJV)

Even in these terrible judgments, God allows a little reprieve from the
heat at least, but the people are still affected by the burns and the
sores.
I want us to look back at a few verses that give us insight on this
judgment:
Blow the trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all the
inhabitants of the land tremble; For the day of the LORD is coming, For it is at hand: 2 A
day of darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds and thick darkness, Like the morning
clouds spread over the mountains.
1

Joel 2:1-2 (NKJV)
"But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will
not give its light; 25 the stars of heaven will fall, and the powers in the heavens will be
shaken

24

Mark 13:24-25 (NKJV)
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This reprieve only causes mankind to grow that much more spiteful of
God and no repentance is made.

The sixth bowl judgment

Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was
dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. 13 And I saw three
unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the
beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14 For they are spirits of demons,
performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather
them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 16 And they gathered them together
to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.
12

Rev 16:12-14 & 16 (NKJV)

This verse fulfills a prophecy from Isaiah:
The LORD will utterly destroy the tongue of the Sea of Egypt; With His mighty wind He
will shake His fist over the River, And strike it in the seven streams, And make men cross
over dry-shod. 16 There will be a highway for the remnant of His people Who will be left
from Assyria, As it was for Israel In the day that he came up from the land of Egypt.
15

Isaiah 11:15-16 (NKJV)

It has two parts, the first is that the armies will come and the remnant
will have a means of escape. The latter we will talk about shortly, but
the armies of the world will gather together on the final battlefield of
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Armageddon, fooled by the power of Satan awaiting their final
destruction.

The seventh bowl judgment

Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of
the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, "It is done!" 18 And there were noises and
thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great
earthquake as had not occurred since men were on the earth. 19 Now the great city was
divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was
remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath.
20
Then every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 21 And great hail from
heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God
because of the plague of the hail, since that plague was exceedingly great.
17

Rev 16:17-21 (NKJV)

In an echo of Christ on the cross, God now says that it is finished, the
time of judgment is done, and the time of destruction is at hand. I want
you to notice the text of verses of eighteen through twenty-one. I
mentioned in an earlier lesson that I thought God would use a meteor
shower before the end, well this is it.
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The meteors fall destroying what is left of the buildings, crumbling
mountains and obliterating complete islands, I am so glad I won’t have
to see this.

I have said this many times in this study, but it can and does get worse
from here. I believe that God was stretching, getting ready to let his
unbridled judgment go on a truly wicked world.

Chapter eighteen, Babylon the Great Is
Fallen!
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We talked in a previous lesson about the religious system of the
antichrist falling. Now we are going to talk about the financial system
falling.
I believe that the start of this goes back to the bowl that was poured out
that affected all those who had the mark of the beast. That one event
was the death blow to the antichrist’s economy.
Here, right before the battle of Armageddon, the wounded economy
takes its fall.
After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great
authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory. 2 And he cried mightily with a
loud voice, saying, "Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling
place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated
bird! 3 For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings
of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have
1
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become rich through the abundance of her luxury." 8 Therefore her plagues will come in
one day--death and mourning and famine. And she will be utterly burned with fire, for
strong is the Lord God who judges her.

Rev 18:1-3 & 8 (NKJV)

Exactly what city this is referring to, we cannot really know for sure.
Babylon itself has long been equated with those who oppress God’s
people, so the possibilities are many. Whichever it is, it will be the
financial center of the antichrists empire. When it falls, it will not be
rebuilt, the destruction will be swift and God will not hold back.
Before the destruction though, God sends a message to those who still
believe in Him that are around this place. It is strong and simple, GET
OUT!!
And I heard another voice from heaven saying, "Come out of her, my people, lest you
share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues. 5 For her sins have reached to
heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities.
4

Rev 18:4-5 (NKJV)

Why would God give this warning? I believe the power of the antichrist
will be great, but there will be those who find illegal copies of the
scripture and learn the truth and resist him for God’s sake.
Remember the story of Sodom and Gomorrah? Lot was there and God
sent the angels to get him out so his family wouldn’t die with the city.
Let’s look back to that scene:
When the morning dawned, the angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, "Arise, take your
wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be consumed in the punishment of the
city." 16 And while he lingered, the men took hold of his hand, his wife's hand, and the
hands of his two daughters, the LORD being merciful to him, and they brought him out
and set him outside the city. 17 So it came to pass, when they had brought them outside,
that he said, "Escape for your life! Do not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the
plain. Escape to the mountains, lest you be destroyed."
15

Gen 19:15-17 (NKJV)
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Then the LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the LORD out
of the heavens. 25 So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of the
cities, and what grew on the ground.
24

Gen 19:24-25 (NKJV)

God will destroy the wickedness that prevails on the earth.
I am also reminded of the parable:
But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a
foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall."
26

Matt 7:26-27 (NKJV)

What we build without God will fail. The empire of the antichrist will
fall and fall hard.
The next section of verses I want to look at is the reaction of the people
of the earth.
You see, this will be a well known and popular city. No doubt it is the
fancy of everyone to visit. The center of fashion, art, music, food, and
every vice you can imagine. As the news of this cataclysm spreads, the
earth goes into full mourning:
"The kings of the earth who committed fornication and lived luxuriously with her will
weep and lament for her, when they see the smoke of her burning, 10 standing at a distance
for fear of her torment, saying, 'Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For
in one hour your judgment has come.' 11 And the merchants of the earth will weep and
mourn over her, for no one buys their merchandise anymore: 12 merchandise of gold and
silver, precious stones and pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet, every kind of
citron wood, every kind of object of ivory, every kind of object of most precious wood,
bronze, iron, and marble; 13 and cinnamon and incense, fragrant oil and frankincense,
wine and oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and bodies and
souls of men. 14 The fruit that your soul longed for has gone from you, and all the things
which are rich and splendid have gone from you, and you shall find them no more at all.
15
The merchants of these things, who became rich by her, will stand at a distance for fear
of her torment, weeping and wailing, 16 and saying, 'Alas, alas, that great city that was
clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and
pearls! 17 For in one hour such great riches came to nothing.' Every shipmaster, all who
travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade on the sea, stood at a distance 18 and cried out
9
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when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, 'What is like this great city?' 19 They
threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and wailing, and saying, 'Alas, alas, that
great city, in which all who had ships on the sea became rich by her wealth! For in one
hour she is made desolate.'
Rev 18:9-19 (NKJV)

I am sure governments are wondering, what now. Everything is
destroyed, are we next?
This is a hard scene to describe. The only way I can relate to it is when
the Towers in New York were hit on Sept 11, 2001. If you are old
enough to remember it, you will never forget where you were when it
happened. The mood was one of despair, disbelief, fear, anger,
revenge; the emotions of that day were unbelievable. I had enlisted in
the Army National Guard in June of that year and as I watched the
newscast and saw live as the second plane hit the tower, I was ready
then to get on a plane and go wherever I was needed.
I am sure this will be the same mood here. The world governments are
willing to send their troops wherever, whenever to face the evil that
caused this devastation. I believe this is how the antichrist will get all
the world together to fight against God on the plain of Megiddo, but
that is another lesson.
The next section of verses is hard to understand as well. Let’s read
them:
Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea,
saying, "Thus with violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown down, and shall not be
found anymore. 22 The sound of harpists, musicians, flutists, and trumpeters shall not be
heard in you anymore. No craftsman of any craft shall be found in you anymore, and the
sound of a millstone shall not be heard in you anymore. 23 The light of a lamp shall not
shine in you anymore, and the voice of bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in you
anymore. For your merchants were the great men of the earth, for by your sorcery all the
nations were deceived. 24 And in her was found the blood of prophets and saints, and of
all who were slain on the earth."
21

Rev 18:21-24 (NKJV)
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I believe what is being said and meant here is simply this, the
destruction is complete, and the tyranny that the antichrist is near the
end. He knows his power is slipping away and that his end is near.

From this short lesson, we are taking a side trip to Heaven where some
things are in full swing.
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Chapter nineteen, Wedding Bells
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If any married man is smart, two dates he will always remember, his
anniversary, November 13, 2004, and his wife’s birthday, February 11
1977.
There is a wedding about to happen that we don’t know the date, but
as a blood washed believer, we already have our reservation taken
care of. In this lesson, we are going to look at the marriage feast of the
Lamb and the guest list.
First things first, let’s read the text:
Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and His wife has made herself ready." 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine
linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 9 Then he said
to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!' "
And he said to me, "These are the true sayings of God." 10 And I fell at his feet to worship
him. But he said to me, "See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of
your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus
is the spirit of prophecy."
7

Rev 19:7-10 (NKJV)

Before these verses, there is a scene of worship on Heaven the likes of
has never been experienced on earth. It is a great scene, then the
proclamation is made, it is time for the wedding feast.

Who is the bride of Christ?
Now who is the bride of Christ? That question is simple, it is the true
church. The church has been promised to Christ as a pure virgin,
spotless and blameless clothed in white linen. What a contrast to the
vision of the whore who was clothed in scarlet and jewels. Something
else I want to say may cause a little controversy, but all the people in
heaven are not part of the bride of Christ. This I will explain later.

When does it take place?
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Something else we must know. The marriage supper takes place after
the wedding. This is the first public event the married couple is at.
Think of it as a reception. This is a great honor to attend. John was told
to write, Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper. If
John was specifically told to write it, it must be something to behold.

Who are the guests?
This topic may cause a little heartburn to some people, but I will make it
very clear and concise. I said earlier that not everyone in Heaven is
part of the bride of Christ. Well, if Christ is the only way to heaven,
how did they get there, and who are these people?
I believe they are the Old Testament saints and the ones who found
God during the tribulation. The bride of Christ is composed of those
who were saved by grace, sealed with the blood.

What will we eat?
This is a question that I can’t answer. The Bible is silent about this , but
there is a hint in the Gospels.
Then He said to them, "With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you
before I suffer; 16 for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the
kingdom of God." 17 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, "Take this and
divide it among yourselves; 18 for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until
the kingdom of God comes." 19 And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it
to them, saying, "This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of
Me." 20 Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant
in My blood, which is shed for you.
15

Luke 22:15-20 (NKJV)

I believe that it will be in the same style and manner as the last supper,
simple, but deep in its meaning.
One thing is for sure, I would much rather be at this supper than at the
one in our next lesson. I will let you think about that one.
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We talked about the bride, but I want to talk about the groom right
now.

Another rider on a white horse?
Way back in chapter six we were introduced to a rider on a white horse
and I said that he was the antichrist. Now in Heaven we see another
rider on a white horse, who do you think this is?
Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were
like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no
one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is
called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that
with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He
Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has
on His robe and on His thigh a name written:
11

KING OF KINGS
AND
LORD OF LORDS.
Rev 19:11-16 (NKJV)

This is none other than the Son of God, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah,
The Lilly of the Valley, the Rose of Sharon, the Lamb that was Slain.
Now He has a new name written as King of Kings and Lord of Lords
Here we see Jesus in all His glory. He is on the white horse, but what is
he getting ready to do?
The bride is there, the wedding is complete, is He going to leave now?
Yes because there is some unfinished business on the earth.
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This lesson could be much longer because there is so much more we
can gather from it, but there are lessons coming that will go back to this
lesson.
Remember, there is unfinished business on the earth.

Chapter twenty, The Battle of Armageddon
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Many people put forth that this is the final battle between good and
evil, the final struggle between God and the devil, but that is not the
case. Yes, this is the deciding conflict, but it does not spell the end.
The very word Armageddon has been the source of countless myths and
legends for as long as the book of Revelation has been known about.
How many movies or book do you know about that allude in some way
to this battle?
The truth behind the story of this battle is stranger than fiction here. In
the previous lesson, we talked about the marriage supper of the Lamb
and how Christ left to handle some unfinished business on the earth.
This was the business at hand, this decisive battle.
Let’s go back to the marriage supper for a minute and look at something
I left out of the previous lesson:
Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were
like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no
one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is
11
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called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that
with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He
Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has
on His robe and on His thigh a name written:
KING OF KINGS
AND
LORD OF LORDS.
Rev 19:11-16 (NKJV)

This image is one of a warrior going to battle arrayed in the garb of
war, ready to defend what is His.
Who are the armies of Heaven? Very easily we can believe that they
are angels, but let me give another theory. In the book of Jude, we find
some interesting verses:
Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying,
"Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 15 to execute judgment on all,
to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have
committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have
spoken against Him."
14

Jude 1:14-15 (NKJV)

Now, does this mean that Christ takes ten thousand believers with Him?
The truth of the matter is this, I don’t know. The Bible is not real clear
about this.
There is another thing I skipped over on purpose. Back in chapter
fourteen, John has a vision of someone sitting on a cloud reaping from
the earth:
Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man,
having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 15 And another angel
came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, "Thrust in
Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is
ripe." 16 So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was
reaped.
14

Rev 14:14-16 (NKJV)
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I believe this refers to the harvest or the calling up of the righteous
believers. Remember in one of Jesus’ parables He mentioned the earth
being white as the harvest? He also mentioned in another parable that
he sowed good seed and it will spring forth fruit, but the enemy sowed
poisonous tares and they were to be left together until harvest?
That brings us to our next verses:
Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp
sickle. 18 And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he
cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Thrust in your sharp sickle
and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe." 19 So the
angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it into
the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the winepress was trampled outside the
city, and blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses' bridles, for one thousand six
hundred furlongs.
17

Rev 14:17-20 (NKJV)

So the winepress of God’s wrath if filled and blood will flow out of it.
What is interesting here is that distance, about two hundred miles, is the
exact length of the valley of Megiddo.
Ok to set the stage, there are a few references to the armies of the
beast gathering for one final battle. One reference is found in
Revelation chapter sixteen:
For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth
and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.
16
And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.
14

Rev 16:14 & 16 (NKJV)

There is another reference in the Old Testament:
For I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem; The city shall be taken, The
houses rifled, And the women ravished. Half of the city shall go into captivity, But the
remnant of the people shall not be cut off from the city.

2

Zech 14:2 (NKJV)
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Now back to our current chapter in Revelation:
And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make
war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.
19

Rev 19:19 (NKJV)

Now the question is what will the antichrist use as a rallying point to get
all the armies to gather in this one place? The truth of the matter is we
really don’t know. The reason this man is so powerful is the fact he
gains his power from Satan himself. We have a clue in Revelation
chapter 16 to this as well:
And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of
the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.
13

Rev 16:13 (NKJV)

Whatever plan is hatched, it will be demon inspired.

Now let’s get back to the Marriage Supper. We have the Bride of
Christ, we have the wedding guests, we have the bridegroom, I am
sure this is a great time of laughter and fellowship, but even as this is
happening, the armies of the beast are gathering on the earth.
But from this imagery of the Son of God and the knowledge this takes
place at the marriage supper, an ominous invitation is given:
Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the
birds that fly in the midst of heaven, "Come and gather together for the supper of the
great God, 18 that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty
men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and
slave, both small and great."
17

Rev 19:17-18 (NKJV)

I said before that I would much rather be at the marriage supper than
the one that was happening next, this is why. At the next supper, the
ones that are there are the main course. To put it mildly, there will be
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only two survivors, which we will talk about shortly, everyone else will
be killed and left for the carrion birds to eat on.
And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who
sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh.
21

Rev 19:21 (NKJV)

Who are the two survivors? Are they sent to negotiate a truce,
surrender? No, they are two of the most important players for the other
team. Let’s look at another verse then I will give a possible scenario.
Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his
presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who
worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with
brimstone.

20

Rev 19:20 (NKJV)

Before the battle even began, the antichrist and the false prophet were
captured. Maybe a political rival turned them in. It would be fitting
that in the same way that Judas betrayed Jesus into the hands of those
that would kill Him, that the antichrist would be betrayed in the same
way. This I know is a lot of conjecture because we honestly don’t know
the how, but we have a clear picture of the end. The two of them will
be cast alive into the lake of fire. What a fitting end for the one that
offered the world so much hope, but was the epitome of the world’s
nightmare.
So the question is, what about Satan? Where is he in all this?
Like all good evil cowards, he escapes. I will never forget the images
of Sadaam Hussein being pulled out of that hole in the basement of a
house in Iraq. I believe that will be the same with Satan. He knows his
grand scheme is beaten and if he wants to survive, he must escape and
now. He leaves his cronies and takes care of himself.
What happens next can only be described as a miracle of God.
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Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and
a great chain in his hand. 2 He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the
Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he cast him into the
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the
nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be
released for a little while.
1

Rev 20:1-3 (NKJV)

The dragon, Satan himself is captured and put in the abyss for a
thousand years. We have seen this abyss before. Remember the
scorpions that were released? So Satan is in the abyss with Apollyon
and the demon locusts and during this time, a plot is hatched and they
feel that it is the perfect plan to finally overthrow God, we will see.
Let’s flash forward to the end of what is known as the Millennial Reign
of Christ. We will talk about this in a coming lesson, but for continuity of
thought, we need to finish what happens to Satan.
Later in Revelation chapter 20, we finish the story of Satan.
Even during the Millennial Reign, there will still be those who will not
accept the Kingdom of God. I liken them to someone who is never
satisfied. Have you ever heard the saying, they would gripe if you
hung them with a new rope? Well just because of the peace and
prosperity of the Millennial Reign, these people are not satisfied.
When Satan is released from his prison, he goes right back to work
deceiving the nations once again. I believe he uses the same tried and
true tactics, you don’t need a higher power to rule your life, in fact, you
are the higher power, let’s overthrow this and set up our own kingdom.
Here is the sad thing, people listen. Once again, the forces of the
enemy gather and surround the saints of God, and in one moment, they
are finally and for ever defeated.
Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and
will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and
Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number is as the sand of the sea. 9 They
7
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went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved
city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them. 10 The devil, who
deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false
prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
Rev 20:7-10 (NKJV)

Let me interject something here. The term Gog and Magog have long
been the object of speculation of whom and what they are.
I really don’t think it is referring to a specific nation here, but to those
who would oppose God and His authority.
I believe that whatever Satan uses here, God will see it, and as the
armies of Heaven are getting ready once again to go to battle, God
calmly says, “I got this.”
With one move of His hand, it is over, but how? Let’s look in the epistle
of Peter:
But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved
for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
7

2 Peter 3:7 (NKJV)

The armies of Satan are destroyed by fire. End of story.
Satan is finally defeated for ever. Evil is overthrown, it is really time to
start the party, right? Close but not yet, there is one more thing that
must happen first and we will discuss it in our next lesson.
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Chapter twenty-one, Two Judgments, Which
One For You?

In this lesson, we are going to look at two judgments; The Judgment
Seat of Christ and the Great White Throne of Judgment.
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One is for the believer and the other is for the unbeliever.
I want to first look at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

The Judgment Seat of Christ

I guess the first thing you would want to know is, what is the Judgment
Seat of Christ?
Simply put, it is where we as believers will stand and give an account of
what we did for Christ.
Some people will say that it is where we will be judged for our sins, but
I don’t believe so. You see, when we came to a saving knowledge, all
of our sins were covered by the blood. Remember the verse:
He will again have compassion on us, And will subdue our iniquities. You will cast all
our sins Into the depths of the sea.

19

Micah 7:19 (NKJV)

Our sins are forgiven and forgotten.
So back to the issue at hand, we are to give an account for what we
have done with our lives for Christ.
But how do we know this to be a fact? I know that in everything there
comes a time when everything comes out, but what about the things I
have hidden deep? In Romans Paul writes:
But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother?
For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 11 For it is written: "As I live,
says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God."

10

Romans 14:10-11 (NKJV)
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We will stand and give the account for what we did.
One thing I want to make VERY clear here, this judgment has absolutely
nothing to do with whether you get into Heaven or not. Remember the
verses:
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.
Eph 2:8-9 (NKJV)
But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us,
through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,
4

Titus 3:4-5 (NKJV)

As I have said many times before, we could not save ourselves even if
we wanted to. That is the work God.

So, with that being said, I want us to look in Corinthians at what will
happen at this judgment:
each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be
revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone's
work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is
burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
13

1 Cor 3:13-15 (NKJV)
Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to
light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one's
praise will come from God.
1 Cor 4:5 (NKJV)

I believe what is meant here is that the works we do truly for god and
not in any way for ourselves will be accepted and we will hear the
words from the Father, “well done good and faithful servant.” That
should be the goal of any believer.
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Now I want us briefly to look at the rewards that we can work for,
although, entrance to Heaven itself should be reward enough.
There are five crowns that we can win and the scripture is clear about
them.

The crowns of the believer

The first crown is the incorruptible or the victor’s crown. This is found in
the book of Corinthians:
Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in
such a way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the prize is
temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an
imperishable crown.
24

1 Cor 9:24-25 (NKJV)

The second crown is the crown of rejoicing or the soul winner’s crown.
It is found in Thessalonians:
For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of
our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? 20 For you are our glory and joy.
19
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1 Thess 2:19-20 (NKJV)

The third crown is the crown of righteousness. It is found in the book of
Timothy:
Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His
appearing.
2 Tim 4:8 (NKJV)

The fourth crown is the crown of glory or the crown of service. It is
found in the book of Peter:
Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion
but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted
to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will
receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.
2

1 Peter 5:2-4 (NKJV)

The fifth and final crown is the crown of life or the martyr’s crown. It is
found in the book of Revelation:
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Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about
to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation
ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

10

Rev 2:10 (NKJV)

These are what we have to work toward as a believer, some will gain
all five crowns, and some only one crown, but in the end, we will take
the lead from the twenty-four elders and all lay our crowns at the feet of
Jesus because the victory is His.
the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him
who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 11 "You are
worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And
by Your will they exist and were created."
10

Rev 4:10-11 (NKJV)

My prayer and my hope is that all of you will be at this judgment and
not at the next one we will talk about.

The great white throne of judgment
There comes a time in every criminal’s life when he/she knows they
must stand before the judge and answer for the crimes they committed.
There is, however countless stories of Bonnie and Clyde, and stories
from the old west where the criminals were killed and never came to
trial. Ultimately, if you are a non believer, you will stand before the
Righteous Judge and answer for what you have done.
You see at the Judgment seat of Christ, the believer’s sins were covered
by the blood of Christ. A non believer has no such assurance. Their sins
stand out as testimony before a Holy God against them and the verdict
is guilty and the punishment is eternal death.
Let’s look at the text:
Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and
the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead,
small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was
11
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opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works,
by the things which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it,
and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged,
each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast
into the lake of fire.
Rev 20:11-15 (NKJV)

So these books that were opened, what are they? I believe that in them
is every word and deed we have ever said or done. Even more than
that, I believe that they even contain the thoughts we think.
The Book of Life is the Lamb’s book of Life and contained in it is the
name of everyone that has ever accepted God’s offer of forgiveness of
their sins and accepted His Son as their Savior.
There is a point of conflict at this judgment between Bible scholars, and
that is the degree of punishment in Hell.
Let me say up front that there is no Biblical proof for this theory. But it
stands to reason that just as believers are “judged” and rewarded
because of their faithfulness that Sinners will be judged and rewarded
to their unfaithfulness.
Now I will confess that this is a topic that has caused many debates and
probably some hard feelings, but there is no real good answer for it.
The fact of the matter is this, even if you lived the absolute best life that
you could on this earth and the only thing you were really of guilty of
was not accepting Christ as Savior, you will be counted with the
ungodly, the murderers, the rapist, and every sort of evil imaginable.

So from here, let me ask you a question. If you knew that in the next
few minutes you would have to face one of these judgments, which one
would you be at? Would you be where your sins were covered and the
condemnation has been lifted for that is what happens with a believer:
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There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not
walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

1

Romans 8:1 (NKJV)

Or would you be at the one where your very sins speak against you ant
the only option is an eternity in the lake of fire where we cannot even
comprehend the pain and the suffering that you would face for eternity?
So that brings me to a question, what if I told you there was a way that
you could avoid this other judgment and your sins be forgiven and
forgotten? You would miss all the devastation and death that we have
talked about so far in these lessons.
In the closing lessons we are going to look at the New Heaven and
what God has for His true people. You would be able to look at these
in a whole different light.
All it takes is asking Jesus to forgive you and become Lord of you life.
Yes it really is that simple. You see, God doesn’t care about where
you’ve been, how mean, or how low you were. All He wants is for you
to admit you can’t make it without Him and ask for His forgiveness.
Here’s what I want you to do. If you are serious about making a
decision for Christ and living for Him, say this prayer with me:
Father, I am a sinner. I know that one day I must stand and give an
answer for what I have done, and I need the blood of Jesus to cover my
sins. Forgive me for my sins and let the Righteousness of Christ be
counted as my own. Come into my life and be my Savior. Help me as I
start this new life for you. Help me grow in the Spirit and learn your
ways. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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Now, if you prayed that prayer with me, these next lessons will mean so
much more to you.

Chapter twenty-two, The Millennial Reign
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This lesson covers something as controversial as any we have discussed
so far. The Millennial Reign of Christ is not described in great length in
Revelation, but we in Isaiah we get a good example.
And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I
saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word
of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on
their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand
years. 5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished.
This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection.
Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ,
and shall reign with Him a thousand years.

4

Rev 20:4-6 (NKJV)

Let’s look back at the prophet Isaiah for a better description:
"For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former shall not be
remembered or come to mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; For
behold, I create Jerusalem as a rejoicing, And her people a joy. 19 I will rejoice in
Jerusalem, And joy in My people; The voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her,
Nor the voice of crying. 20 "No more shall an infant from there live but a few days, Nor an
old man who has not fulfilled his days; For the child shall die one hundred years old, But
the sinner being one hundred years old shall be accursed. 21 They shall build houses and
inhabit them; They shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 They shall not build and
another inhabit; They shall not plant and another eat; For as the days of a tree, so shall be
the days of My people, And My elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 23 They
shall not labor in vain, Nor bring forth children for trouble; For they shall be the
descendants of the blessed of the LORD, And their offspring with them. 24 "It shall come to
pass That before they call, I will answer; And while they are still speaking, I will hear.
25
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, The lion shall eat straw like the ox, And dust
17
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shall be the serpent's food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain,"
Says the LORD.
Isaiah 65:17-25 (NKJV)

I believe this, the Millennial Reign of Christ will be just as God intended
for humans to live when He created the Garden of Eden. Life will go on
as normal. People will be born and yes, I believe people will die. The
saints that come back from Heaven with Christ of course will not die,
but people left on this earth will, the Millennial Reign takes place before
the final battle with Satan and the Great White Throne, so I believe
there will be people on this earth that are not righteous during this time.
So that lends to a question, will they have the opportunity to get save? I
believe yes, as long as they did not take the mark of the beast.
But back to Isaiah’s description, life will be good. There will be no
crime, no war, nothing but God’s goodness and love.
There is another passage in Isaiah:
The wilderness and the wasteland shall be glad for them, And the desert shall rejoice
and blossom as the rose; 2 It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice, Even with joy and
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, The excellence of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD, The excellency of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak
hands, And make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are fearful-hearted, "Be
strong, do not fear! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, With the recompense of
God; He will come and save you." 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, And the
ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 6 Then the lame shall leap like a deer, And the tongue
of the dumb sing. For waters shall burst forth in the wilderness, And streams in the
desert. 7 The parched ground shall become a pool, And the thirsty land springs of water;
In the habitation of jackals, where each lay, There shall be grass with reeds and rushes.
8
A highway shall be there, and a road, And it shall be called the Highway of Holiness.
The unclean shall not pass over it, But it shall be for others. Whoever walks the road,
although a fool, Shall not go astray. 9 No lion shall be there, Nor shall any ravenous beast
go up on it; It shall not be found there. But the redeemed shall walk there, 10 And the
ransomed of the LORD shall return, And come to Zion with singing, With everlasting joy
on their heads. They shall obtain joy and gladness, And sorrow and sighing shall flee
away.
1

Isaiah 35:1-10 (NKJV)
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God takes our best interest to heart and he gives us what we need. But
remember, this is still the earth and it must be destroyed so it can be
remade.
To complete this lesson on the Millennial Reign, I want to paste a pert of
Clarence Larkin’s study of Revelation here:
1. The Form of Government.
It will be a "Theocracy." God will rule in the person of the Lord Jesus, Christ.
"And the angel said unto Mary, thou shalt bring forth a son and shalt call His name Jesus. He shall
be great and shall be called the 'Son of the Highest,' and the Lord God shall give unto Him the
Throne of His Father David; and He shall reign over the House of Jacob FOREVER, and of
His Kingdom There Shall Be NO END." Luke 1:30-33.

There are 7 of God's "shalls" in this passage. Four of then have been fulfilled, for Mary
did bring forth a "son," He was called "Jesus," He was "great," and was called the "Son of
the Highest"; the other three must and will be fulfilled.
Daniel the Prophet describes the event.
"I

saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the 'Son of Man' came with the clouds of heaven,
and came to the 'Ancient of Days' (God), and they brought Him near before Him. And there was
given Him Dominion, and Glory and a KINGDOM that all people, nations, and languages,
should serve Him; His Dominion is an Everlasting Dominion, Which Shall Not Pass Away, and
His KINGDOM that which Shall Not Be Destroyed."

Whether Christ shall sit in person on the Throne at Jerusalem, or whether He shall rule
through another is not so clear. There are several passages of Scripture that seem to teach
that King David will be raised and placed on the throne again, and that the Children of
Israel will seek him, or it may mean that the new King shall be named David.
"Afterward shall the Children of Israel return, and seek the Lord their God, and David Their
King; and shall fear the Lord and His goodness in the Latter Days." Hosea 3:5.
"They shall serve the Lord their God, and David Their King, whom I will Raise Up Unto
Them." Jer. 30:9.
"And David, my servant, shall be King Over Them." Ezek. 37:24.
"I Jehovah will be their God, and my servant David a Prince in Their Midst." Ezek. 34:24.
"My servant David shall be their Prince Forever." Ezek. 37:25.

As the "Lord of Hosts" shall reign in Mt. Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before His ancients
"gloriously" (Isa. 24:23), the inference is that King David will reign simply as "Regent,"
and will be called "King" or "Prince" as circumstances may require. It is very clear from
Ezekiel that the "Prince," whoever he may be, is not perfect, and has to offer sacrifices
for himself. Ezek. 45:22.
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We have a hint of the manner of government in the Parable of the Pounds. That Parable
was spoken to show what Jesus will do to His servants (the Jews) when He shall have
"received the Kingdom and returned." The man whose Pound shall have gained "Ten
Pounds" will be rewarded by being placed in authority over "ten cities." The man whose
Pound shall have gained "Five Pounds" will have authority over "five cities." The man
who failed to use his Pound is simply deprived of it and loses all opportunity of authority.
Luke 19:11-26.
The promise that Jesus made to His Disciples that
"In the Regeneration when the Son of Man shall sit on the Throne of His Glory, ye also shall sit
upon Twelve Thrones, Judging the Twelve Tribes of Israel." Matt. 19:28.

in all probability does not refer to the "Millennial Age," but to the "Perfect Age," the
"Age" that is to follow the renovation of the Earth by fire. The use of the word
"regeneration" suggests this, as it refers to the time when the present earth is to be "recreated" and made "new." It has occurred to the writer that we have not as yet the proper
perspective as to all the Old Testament prophecies, and that we are putting in the
"Millennial Age" some things that belong to the "Perfect Age." The one just mentioned
for example.
Some object to the "visible reign" of King David, or the Disciples on the earth during the
Millennium because it involves the anomaly of intercourse between men in the flesh and
those who are clad in resurrected and glorified bodies. But why should this be an
objection? Did not Jesus appear "eleven" times "after His resurrection," during a period
of "forty days," to His disciples? Did He not "eat" and "drink" with them during that
period? Did they not "walk" with Him to the Mount of Olives and see Him go up in that
Same Resurrection Body? Did not angels appear in human form and "eat" and "drink"
with men in Old Testament times? Gen. 18:1-8.
We must not forget that they who shall be accounted worthy to obtain "That Age," and
the "Resurrection From Among the Dead," shall be "Angel like" (Luke 20:35, 36), and
like the angels can mingle with earth's inhabitants, having visible bodily forms, can eat
and drink, and there is probably more truth than poetry in the Prophet's utterance that in
those days,
"They that wait upon the Lord (as messengers) shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings as eagles (Angels); they shall run and not be weary; and they shall walk and not
faint." Ira. 40:31.

This can be said of only those who have been "Raised in Power." 1. Cor. 15:42, 43.

2. The Seat of Government.
The Seat of Government will be at Jerusalem. Jerusalem is to be trodden down of the
Gentiles, until the "Times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." Luke 21:24. Then it will be
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rebuilt. The Prophet Ezekiel gives us a detailed description of the restored Land and City
in Ezek. 48:1-35..
The "Royal Grant" of land that God gave to Abraham and his descendants extended from
the "River of Egypt" unto the "Great River," the river Euphrates. Gen. 15:18. Ezekiel
fixes the Northern boundary at Hamath, about 100 miles north of Damascus (Ezek. 48:1),
and the Southern boundary at Kadesh, about 100 miles south of Jerusalem. Ezek. 48:28.
This "Royal Grant" was not conditional and was never revoked. It is 8 times as large as
that formerly occupied by the Twelve Tribes.
This "Royal Grant" is to be divided among the restored Twelve Tribes in parallel
horizontal sections, beginning at Hamath on the North with a section for Dan, next comes
Asher, then Naphtali, Manassah, Ephraim, Reuben, Judah. Then comes the
"Holy Oblation,"
a square tract on the west of Jordan, 25,000 reeds, or 50 miles on a side. A "Reed,"
according to Ezek. 40:5, is 6 cubits long, the cubit being an ordinary cubit 18 inches long
plus a hand-breadth, 3 inches, making the "reed cubit" 21 inches. Six of such cubits make
the "reed" 10½ feet long. South of the "Holy Oblation" will be the Tribes of Benjamin,
Simeon, Issachar, Zebulon and Gad.
The "Holy Oblation" is divided into three horizontal sections. The Northern section is
25,000 reeds long, from East to West, and 10,000 reeds wide. It is called the "Levites'
Portion." South of it is the "Priests' Portions" of equal size. South of the "Priests' Portion"
is the section for the "City" with, its suburbs and farming sections. This section is 25,000
reeds long, from East to West, and 5000 reeds wide. Ezek. 48:15-19.
In the centre of this section the City (Jerusalem) is located. This helps us to map out the
whole of the "Holy Oblation," as the "New City" is to be located on the site of the Old.
The "New City," however, is to be much larger than the Old. It is to be 9 miles square,
and with its suburbs, ½ mile on a side, 10 miles square. It will have a wall around it with
3 gates on each side like the New Jerusalem (Ezek. 48:15-18, 30-35), these gates being
named after the 12 sons of Jacob.
The "Temple," or "Sanctuary," will not be rebuilt in the "New City," but in the "midst" or
middle of the "Holy Oblation." Ezek. 48:10, 20, 21. This will locate it at or near Shiloh,
where the Tabernacle rested after the Children of Israel conquered the Land, and where it
remained until the Temple of Solomon was finished. A "Highway" shall lead from the
"Sanctuary" to the "New City." Isa. 35:8. It will be a magnificent boulevard, 12 miles
long, lined with beautiful shade trees.
The "New Temple" or "Sanctuary" will occupy a space of 500 reeds on a side, or nearly a
mile square. Ezek. 42:15-20. The old Temple was not a mile in circuit.
The Prophet Zechariah tells us (Zech. 14:8), that in "That Day" (the Millennial Day)
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"Living Waters Shall Go Out From Jerusalem," half of them toward the Former Sea (Red Sea)
and half of them toward the Hinder Sea (Mediterranean); in summer and in winter shall it be."

But those "Living Waters" will not have their "source" in Jerusalem. The life-giving
spring from which they flow will be located under the "Sanctuary." Ezekiel tells us how
he saw in vision the "New Temple" or "Sanctuary" and how the Lord took him to the
eastern door of the "House" or "Sanctuary," where he saw the waters come forth from
under the Threshold of the door, and flow past the "Altar of Burnt Offering" on the south
side eastward until the stream was deep enough to swim in.
"Then said he unto me, These waters . go down into the desert (by way of Jerusalem) and go into
the sea (Dead Sea), which being brought forth into the sea, the waters (of the Dead Sea) shall be
healed (lose their saltness). . And everything shall live whither the river cometh. And it shall
come to pass that the fishers shall stand upon it (Dead Sea), from Engedi (on the west shore) even
unto Eneglaim (on the east shore); they shall be a place to spread forth nets; their fish shall be
according to their kinds, as the fish of the Great Sea (Mediterranean) exceeding many. . And by
the River upon the banks thereof, on this side and on that side, shall grow all trees for meat,
whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be consumed; it shall bring forth new
fruit according to its months, because the waters they issued out of the 'Sanctuary'; and the
'Fruit' thereof shall be for meat and the 'Leaf' thereof for medicine." Ezek. 47:8-12. Compare
Rev. 22:1, 2.

The size of the "New City," the location of the "New Sanctuary" and the elevation of the
Dead Sea, which is now 1200 feet below the level of the Mediterranean Sea, call for great
physical changes in the land surface of Palestine. How are these changes to come about?
When Christ comes back it will be to the Mount of Olives from whence He went up. Acts
1:9-12. The Prophet Zechariah describes what will then happen.
"His (Christ's) feet shall stand in That Day (the day of His return) upon the Mount of Olives,
which is before Jerusalem on the east and the Mount of Olives shall Cleave in the midst Thereof
Toward the East and Toward the West, and There Shall Be a Very Great Valley; and Half of
the Mountain Shall Remove Toward the North and Half of It Toward the South. . . . "All the
Land Shall Be Turned as a Plain From Geba to Rimmon South of Jerusalem; and it shall be
LIFTED UP AND INHABITED." Zech. 14:4, 10, 11.

These great changes will probably be brought about by Earthquakes or volcanic action.
"Behold, the Lord cometh forth out of His place, and will come down, and tread upon the high
places of the earth. And the mountains shall be Molten Under Him, and the valleys shall be Cleft
as Wax Before the Fire, and as the Waters That Are Poured Down a Steep Place." Micah 1:3,
4.

These great physical changes will level the land surface of Palestine, and make room for
the "New City," and raise the Dead Sea, so its waters can flow into both the Red and
Mediterranean Seas. Ezekiel tells us that the name of Jerusalem in that day shall be
"Jehovah-Shammah," the Lord Is There. Ezek. 48:35.
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3. The Temple and Its Worship.
As we have seen the Temple or Sanctuary will be located in the centre of the "Holy
Oblation." A full description of the Temple and its courts is given in Ezek. 40:1; 44:31.
No such building as Ezekiel so minutely describes has ever yet been built, and so the
prophecy cannot refer to either Zerubbabel's or Herod's Temple, and as there is to be no
Temple in the New Jerusalem, it must be a description of the Temple that is to be on the
earth during the Millennium. That it does not belong to the New Earth is also clear, for
the land in which it is located is bounded by the Sea, and the waters that flow from it,
flow "into the Sea," but in the New Earth there is "no more sea." Rev. 21:1. This is still
further confirmed by the Prophet's mention of the "desert," the "River Jordan," the
"Mediterranean Sea," and other localities that will not be found on the New Earth after its
renovation by fire.
The "Aaronic Priesthood" will be re-established, and the sons of Zadok shall officiate and
offer sacrifices. Ezek. 44:15-31. The New Temple, however, will lack many things that
were the features of the old Temple. There will be no "Ark of the Covenant," no "Pot of
Manna," no "Aaron's Rod" to bud, no "Tables of the Law," no "Cherubim," no "Mercy
Seat," no "Golden Candlestick," no "Shew Bread," no "Altar of Incense," no "Veil," no
unapproachable "Holy of Holies" where the High Priest alone might enter, nor is there
any "High Priest" to offer atonement for sin, or to make intercession for the people,
unless a rather obscure passage in Zech. 6:12, 13 means that Christ (The Branch, Jer.
23:5, 6) shall be a "King-Priest," and perform the duties of High Priest conjointly with
His Kingly office.
While the Levites as a class shall perform Temple service they shall be barred from
Priestly duties for their past sins. Ezek. 44:10-14. There shall be a daily "morning"
sacrifice, but no evening sacrifice. Ezek. 46:13-15. The offerings will be the "Burnt," the
"Meat," the "Drink," the "Sin," the "Peace" (Ezek. 45:17), and the "Trespass" offering.
Ezek. 42:13. Two Feasts are to be observed, "The Passover," but no Passover Lamb will
be offered as Jesus fulfilled that Type (Ezek. 45:21-24), and the "Feast of Tabernacles,"
Zech. 14:16-19. This Feast is to be observed by all the nations under penalty of
"Drought" or "Plague."
The "Feast of Pentecost" will be done away with on account of its fulfillment. The "Day
of Pentecost," recorded in Acts 2:1-4, was
only a partial fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel 2:28-32. No such wonders in the
heavens and the earth as "blood," and "fire" and "pillars of smoke," the "Sun turned to
darkness," and the "Moon into blood," occurred at Pentecost. But all those things will
happen before "The Great and Terrible Day of the Lord."
The conversion of the Jewish Nation will be sealed with a great outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. Whether this shall be universal, or only upon Israel is not clear. The original
prophecy in Joel was given to Israel, and its partial fulfillment at Pentecost seems to have
been limited to them. The knowledge of the Lord, however, will be world-wide, and "it
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shall come to pass that ten men of all languages and nations shall take hold of the skirt of
him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you; for we have heard that God is with
you." Zech. 8:22, 23. There will be one "universal religion" in that day. Malachi 1:11.
The "Shekinah Glory" that departed from the Temple at the time of the Babylonian
Captivity (Ezek. 10:18-20; 11:22, 23), will again take up its residence in the "New
Temple." Ezek. 43:1-5.

4. The Character of the Millennium.
(1.) Satan Bound. Rev. 20:1-3.
That man may be "without excuse" God is going to subject him to a final test under the
most favorable circumstances. Man has charged his fall and continuance in sin to Satan.
"Take him away," he cries, "paralyze his power; cripple his malignant activity; bind and
imprison him and deliver us from his dominating influence, and then you will see that
man is radically good and virtuous and is simply the victim of an unfavorable
environment."
God answers it shall be done. Satan shall be bound and imprisoned so that he can no
longer deceive men, and lest man shall say that sinful habits are too deeply rooted to be
soon eradicated the test shall last for a Thousand Years, and man shall have during that
period of probation all the blessed influences of the Holy Spirit and the presence of
Christ Himself.
Man has never known and therefore cannot conceive what this world would be like free
from Satanic influence. It would certainly be a marvelously different world. There would
be no one to stir up hate and passion, and engender strife and turmoil. True, man would
still have an evil heart of unbelief to contend against, but it would be like a magazine of
gunpowder without a spark to ignite it. That the evil heart of man has not been eradicated
will be evident when at the close of the Millennium Satan is loosed and finds no
difficulty in deceiving the nations. Rev. 20:8.
During the Millennium the "Prince of the Powers of the Air" will be "dethroned" and the
"Prince of Peace" "enthroned." When the "Great Red Dragon" (Satan) is cast out of the
Heavenlies there will be cast out with him all the "Principalities and Powers" and "Age
Rulers of Darkness" (Eph. 6:12), and the Heavens which now are "not clean" in His sight
(Job. 15:15), will be "cleansed" of all Evil Powers.
There will be no universal peace until the Lord comes back. Then the nations will beat
their swords into "plow-shares" and their spears into "pruning-hooks" (Mich. 4:3, 4), and
shall be no longer impoverished by the enormous tax on their revenues for the support of
armies and navies and the building of "Dreadnoughts." Then ships of war and armorclad
vessels will rust and rot in the navy yards and guns and cannon will be recast into
implements of agriculture. The great armies of earth will be disbanded, and in the
pursuits of peace and the tilling of the soil, the depleted treasuries of the world will be
replenished. There will be little if any political graft. Corporations and combines will not
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be run in restraint of trade, and there will be no entailed estates if the law of the "Year of
Jubilee" is re-established. Lev. 25:8-17. Num. 36:4.
(2.) The Revival of the Land of Palestine.
The Land of Palestine when it was first occupied by the Children of Israel under Joshua,
was a land of "milk" and "honey" and of "all manner of fruits," and its soil brought forth
"abundantly," and this continued as long as the Children of Israel kept its Sabbaths. But
God had warned them that if they did not obey Him and turned aside to worship other
Gods He would shut up the heavens and the harvests would fail. Deut. 11:13-17.
Palestine today has the same fertile soil it had in Joshua's time, but it lacks rain and
irrigation. God has withheld the "early" and "latter" rain, but they are now becoming
more frequent and copious. The "early" rain falls in October and November, and prepares
the land for ploughing and sowing; the "latter" rain falls in April and May and insures a
good crop.
In the Millennium the Land of Palestine will be restored to its former fertility. This will
be aided not only by the rains, but by numerous rivers and streams that shall flow from
the "New River" that shall have its source in the Sanctuary.
"It shall come to pass in That Day (Millennium) that the mountains shall drop new wine, and
the hills shall flow with milk, and all the Rivers of Judah (where the New River will be) shall
flow with waters, and a fountain shall come forth of the House of the Lord, and shall water the
Valley of Shittim," the country about the Dead Sea. Joel 3:18.

The "mountains dropping new wine," and the "hills flowing with milk," are figures of
speech declaring that the mountain sides will be covered with vineyards from which an
abundance of wine shall be obtained, and that the pasture lands will be so productive that
they will sustain vast herds of milk cattle.
The harvests will be so great and abundant that the ploughman will "overtake the reaper,"
and the treader of grapes him that "soweth seed." Amos 9:13.
"The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and
blossom as the rose." Isa. 35:1.
"Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir-tree, and instead of the briar shall come up the myrtle
tree; and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off." Isa.
55:13.
"Then shall the earth yield her increase." Psa. 67:6.
"And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. And I will
restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm and the caterpillar, and
the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you. And ye shall eat in plenty and be
satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God that hath dealt wondrously with you; and My
People (the Jews) shall never be ashamed."' Joel 2:24-26.

(3.) There Will Be Changes in the Animal Kingdom.
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"The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf
and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and the
bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together, and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp and the weaned child shall put his hand on
the cockatrice's den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain (Jerusalem), for the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." Isa. 11:6-9.

We cannot spiritualize these words. This was the character of these animals in Eden
before the Fall, and in the Ark. The ferocity of the brute creation is the outcome of the
"Fall of Man." While the context seems to imply that this change in the brute creation has
reference to the "Millennial Earth," where it may be partially true, yet the fact that the
Edenic condition of the earth is not to be restored until the appearance of the New Earth
may postpone the fulfillment of this prophecy until then.
The Apostle Paul says-"We know that the Whole Creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. . . .
Waiting for the adoption, to wit, the Redemption of Our Body." Rom. 8:23.

That is, until the human race is redeemed from the results of the "Fall, and fitted to
occupy the New Earth, Creation must wait for its restoration to 'Edenic conditions'."
(4.) Human Life Will Be Prolonged.
"There shall be no more thence an infant of days, for the child shall die a hundred years old."
Isa. 65:20.

That is, a person dying 100 years old shall be considered only a child. Therefore a man,
to be called a man, must live for several hundred years.
"For as the days of a Tree (oak tree) are the days of my people." Isa. 65:22.
"Thus saith the Lord of Hosts: There shall yet Old Men and Old Women dwell in the streets of
Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand For Very Age." Zech. 8:4.

Patriarchal Years will be restored, and men shall live as long as they did before the Flood.
This may be due to some climatic or atmospheric change, or to the healing or life-giving
qualities of the water of the "New River" that shall flow from the "Sanctuary," and the
leaves of the trees that line the banks of the River, which shall be for "Medicine." Ezek.
47:12.
(5.) There Will Be a Sevenfold Increase of Light.
"Moreover the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be
SEVENFOLD as the light of seven days, in the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of His
people, and healeth the stroke of their wound." Isa. 30:26.

The "atmosphere" of the Millennial Earth will be of such a character as to make
moonlight nights as bright as day, and the days seven times as bright.
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"The sun shall be no more thy light by day: neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto;
but the Lord Shall Be Unto Thee An Everlasting Light, and Thy God Thy Glory." Isa. 60:1920.

This may refer to that part of the Holy Land that shall be illuminated by the "Shekinah
Glory," where it will make no difference whether the sun shines or not. It will have its
complete fulfillment when the nations of the New Earth shall walk in the Light of the
New Jerusalem. Rev. 21:23-24.
Israel's Mission during the "Millennial Age" will be that of "blessing" to the Gentile
nations. Of the nation of Israel, that has never as yet been a leading nation. God says-"I will make thee the Head, and not the Tail." Deu. 28:13.

The nations today are a "Headless" body. There is no "Chief Nation" today. In that day
Israel shall be the "Chief Nation," and the nation that will not serve her shall perish. Isa.
60:12.
But those nations will only be kept in subjection by the "Iron Rule" of Christ. This is
brought out in the "Messianic Psalm," Psa. 2:6-9. It is very clear that during the
"Millennial Age" the "will of God" will not be done on earth as it is done in heaven. The
peace among the nations will be more superficial than real. It will only be feigned
obedience, more the result of fear than of love. As the "afternoon" of that long
"Millennial Day" draws to a close the shadows deepen.

I hope this has given us greater insight to the Millennial Reign.
Now we move into the final lessons, and the wrap up of this study.
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Chapter twenty-three, What is Heaven Like?
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How many times have you seen a postcard or maybe a commercial for
a vacation spot that had a caption with something like, “Welcome to
paradise” or “wish you were here” or something like that? Or have you
ever been somewhere and thought this must be what Heaven is like?
We talked in an earlier chapter about how different religions think
about Heaven. We are going to look exclusively at the Christian view
here. (that’s the one I know best) As far as a description of Heaven, our
best glimpse is in Revelation chapter 21.
And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me that
Re
21:10 great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,
Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a
Re
21:11 jasper stone, clear as crystal;

231

And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and
Re
21:12 names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel:
On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west
Re
21:13 three gates.
And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve
Re
21:14 apostles of the Lamb.
And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof,
Re
21:15 and the wall thereof.
And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured
Re
21:16 the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the
height of it are equal.
And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the
Re
21:17 measure of a man, that is, of the angel.
And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear
Re
21:18 glass.
And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious
Re
21:19 stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the
fourth, an emerald;
The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth,
Re
21:20 a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst.
And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the
Re
21:21 street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.
And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of
Re
21:22 it.
And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of
Re
21:23 God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.
And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the
Re
21:24 earth do bring their glory and honour into it.
And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.
Re
21:25
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The first description of this great city, the city of Heaven, said it had the
Glory of God. Now, we need to look back earlier in Revelation to see
a description of God.
Re
4:2

And immediately I was in the spirit; and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on
the throne.

Re
4:3

And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow
round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.

To read these descriptions of God we tend to not get the full picture.
Have you ever been driving near time for sunset and all of a sudden you
go around a curve and you are staring directly into the sun and cannot
see a thing because of the brilliance of it? Get my point? With our
human eyes, we cannot even imagine the brilliance of God Himself, but
know that it will be bright.

How big is it?
The city is said to be as long as it is wide as it is high, in other words,
completely square. In the ancient world a cube was considered a
perfect structure, and still is today. The general construction of the city
is in a cube. The verses above make mention to the measurement
12,000 furlongs or 1400 miles. So we can assume it will be a very
large city.

What does it look like?
The building of it is mentioned as being the walls as jasper and the city
being pure gold. Now to speak of gold, the more impurities, the darker
yellow it is. The more it is worked the more impurities come out and the
lighter color it gets. With the absence of impurities, it would be totally
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colorless. The foundations of the city are described as precious stones.
Let’s look at the stones for a minute.

Foundations of brilliant color and worth!
The first foundation was Jasper. There is a debate as to exactly what
form of Jasper John saw in the city. Jasper itself is found in yellows,
reds, browns, and in very rare cases, a green color.
The second foundation was sapphire. A sapphire is normally a brilliant
blue color, but they are also found in greys, blacks, and in a rare case,
white to clear. Some sapphires have a quality that makes them seem to
change colors in various types of light.
The third foundation was a chalcedony. Chalcedony has a waxy lustre,
and may be semitransparent or translucent. It can assume a wide range
of colors, but those most commonly seen are white to gray, grayishblue or a shade of brown ranging from pale to nearly black.
The fourth foundation was an emerald. We know an emerald for its rich
green colors, but did you know they are also found in shades of blue as
well?
The fifth foundation was a sardonyx. Onyx is a cryptocrystalline form of
quartz. The colors of its bands range from white to almost every color
(except some shades, such as purple or blue.) Commonly, specimens of
onyx available contain bands of colors of white, tan, and brown.
Sardonyx is a variant in which the colored bands are sard (shades of
red) rather than black.
The sixth foundation was sardius. Sardius is a deep blood red stone
that in ancient times was thought to ward off bleeding.
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The seventh foundation was chrysolyte. Chrysolyte is a greenish yellow
gemstone that shimmered as light struck it.
The eighth foundation was beryl. Beryl in and of itself has been
considered a precious stone since prehistoric times. Its rich colors range
from a shining pink to a rich golden color, to, in my opinion, the most
striking, a blue green color that matches the color of a blue green sea.
Recognized for its beauty, in the Bible, in Ezekiel 1:16, the wheels of the
living creatures was described as having the color of Beryl. For sake of
staving off a larger study as to what the wheels are, simplified the whels
represent the pure and holy Spirit of God as it works and moves.
The ninth foundation was a topaz. Topaz is normally a yellow to brown
colored stone that can be heat or radiation treated to turn it to a blue,
clear of pink color.
The tenth foundation was a chrysoprasus. Chrysoprasus refers to a
pale green to pale yellow stone closely related to a chalcedony.
The eleventh foundation was a jacinth. There is a bit of controversy
here. In modern knowledge the Jacinth is a red color, similar to that of
a ruby. This was not the case in the ancient world. The stone that is
referred to as a Jacinth here was a sky blue color. Why or how this was
changed, no one really knows.
The twelfth foundation was an amethyst. This stone is known for its rich
purple hues.

The Gates of Pearl.
The next thing we will notice is the gates of the city. Remember the city
has 4 walls. On each wall there are 3 gates. At each gate there is an
angel watching the gate, not Peter. What I want you to notice though is
how the gates are constructed.
Re 21:21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl:
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Now, think about that one for a minute. Twelve gates, each gate made
of one pearl, imagine the size of the oyster!!!! OK I know that was not
real funny, but speaking of oysters, do you know how they form pearls?
To make it real simple, the oyster gets a grain of sand of some other
foreign object in the soft tissues of its body. Over time as this irritant
gets worse, the oyster secrets a chemical that coats the object until
eventually it is covered with a smooth shiny surface that no longer
irritates the oyster.

Back to the gates. If you have a fence around your yard, do you jump
over the fence to go in or use a gate? Normal people would use the
gate. What an image our loving God gives us here. Stay with me for
just a minute. The irritants we get in our lives, sometimes He takes them
away, sometimes He does not. The apostle Paul had the “thorn in the
flesh” that he asked God to remove. What was God’s response? My
grace is sufficient for you, right? Okay, God, for lack of a better
example, turned Paul into a walking oyster. Don’t laugh. God gave
Paul the ability to coat that problem with His grace so that it would not
irritate him as badly. Just like the pearl stays in the oyster, Paul’s
problem stayed, but was so much easier to deal with. How many
irritants do you have in your lives? NO you can’t count your spouse,
well maybe you can because any irritant you have, God will make you
like an oyster, using His grace to make that irritant into something
valuable to you.
Do you see what I’m getting at? God uses a pearl for the gates to
remind us that whatever irritant we have dealt with in our lives, when
we enter those gates and start really living in Heaven, are gone
forever!!!!

Something else I want us to look at in the throne of God is found in
chapter 22:
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Re
22:1

And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb.

Find any river you want. Follow its path back to its source and I would
dare to say, in most instances, the closer you get to the source, the
cleaner the water is. John sees a pure river flowing from the very throne
of God. Don’t you think this will be pure water? Let’s look back at
Matthew Henry.
This river is described, 1. By its fountain-head— the throne of God and the Lamb. All our springs
of grace, comfort, and glory, are in God; and all our streams from him are through the mediation
of the Lamb. 2. By its quality— pure and clear as crystal. All the streams of earthly comfort are
muddy; but these are clear, salutary, and refreshing, giving life, and preserving life, to those who
drink of them.

There is something else about this river I want us to see.
In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life,
Re
22:2 which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of
the tree were for the healing of the nations.

The tree of life. I believe that this is the very tree that was in the garden
that God wanted to guard against mankind getting to it.
And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil:
Ge
3:22 and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for
ever:
Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from
Ge
3:23 whence he was taken.
So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a
Ge
3:24 flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life

Why was it so important for God to guard this tree? First and foremost
anyone who eats the fruit of this tree lives forever.
Why does it say in Revelation the leaves are for the healing of the
nations when there is no sickness in Heaven? I don’t believe that it is
talking about sickness. I believe it is talking about healing from past
hurts. Has some one ever hurt your feelings? Maybe it was, you

237

thought, your best friend. It hurt there is no doubt about it, but how did
it make you feel when they came back, maybe put their arm around
you and asked for your forgiveness? Along that same train of thought,
how many times have your feelings been hurt and no one came to say
they were sorry? That is what the leaves are for. To heal the hurts of
our soul.

What road is the church on?

Here in east Tennessee, we are fortunate to have such a variety of
churches in the area. I have heard it described as a “church on every
street corner. I remember recently a trip to Baltimore Maryland with the
Army. The Sunday that we had free, there was a group of us that
wanted to go to church somewhere. Lo and behold, where we were
staying, there was not a church anywhere close. If I remember
correctly, the closet was a Methodist church about 6 or 7 miles away.
Go somewhere in Chattanooga and see how many churches are in a 6
or 7 mile trip. Think too, how many streets are there in Chattanooga?
Just ask any policeman or fireman, for that matter, ask the Domino’s
delivery guy next time he brings your pizza, and be sure to give him a
decent tip. I delivered pizzas for a little while when gas was 1.50 a
gallon, I can only imagine what those guys are putting in their tanks a
night now!! Any way, enough of that rant.

We hear people talk of walking on the streetS of gold. I’ve even heard
songs talking about naming the streetS in Heaven. Did you catch me
typo in the last sentence? It was on purpose. How many streetS does
the Bible mention in Heaven? Hey look, I did it again. Look at this
verse in Revelation.
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Re 21:21

and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.

This is the continuation of the verse about the gates, but notice the text
says street not streets. Let me give you a reason I think this is. Go to
downtown Chattanooga. Walk, or drive, down Broad, or Market, or
any other of the main streets. How many alley ways do you see? If you
have any sense about you, are you going to go walking down one of
those alley ways? Probably not, but why? Because we have seen so
many TV shows and movies where something bad happened in an
alley. I believe Heaven only has the one street so as to avoid alley
ways. I know that is reaching just a little bit, but think about it for a
minute. In Heaven, especially the new Heaven, we will talk more
about later; there will be nothing to remind us about the old earth. If
you were mugged in an alley, raped in an alley or anything like that,
how would feel for an eternity if you walked by one to relive those
feelings all over?

One street, what about the church? Where will we serve
God?

I included that last sentence in the caption here for a reason. One of
the things that crawls under my skin is people that say they come to
church to “serve” God. Let me say that nothing we do in coming to
church “serves” God. We come to worship. Like the song says “I will
enter his gates with thanksgiving in my heart, I will enter His courts with
Praise.” That is precisely why we come to church, to give thanks and to
worship. Now if you are a pastor, I will concede that you serve God in
the church because that is your calling. For the rest of us, our service
does not start until we go outside of the comfort zone into the real
world.
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Let’s look back at our text:
Re
21:22

And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple
of it.

John did not see a temple, a church, a tent, whatever place we choose
to gather and worship. Why do you think this is? I think it is because
we are in the very presence of Jehovah God and don’t need a structure
to worship in, because we are with Him. Also Jesus is there, not to
make light of it or seem to leave Him out, Jesus is just as important as
God. The thing is, as I read one time by a well known author, we are
so caught up in loving Jesus, singing songs to Jesus, teaching Jesus, we
forget about God in all His majesty also. We love Jesus, but tolerate
sometimes not even like God. What a sobering thought!

Another reason Heaven has no place of worship; it is a place of
worship itself!! Everything that is said and done in Heaven is for the
praise of God.

Will I need my sunscreen?
Re
21:23

And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of
God did lighten it and the Lamb is the light thereof.

Re
21:24

And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the
earth do bring their glory and honour into it.

Re
21:25

And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.

Remember the Disney movie, The Lion King? I remember one scene;
Timon, Pumba and Simba were lying, looking at the stars when Simba
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started talking about the stars being the spirits of the kings of old.
Pumba spoke up and said I thought they were flaming balls of gas
billions of miles away. Well, scientifically, we know Pumba was
actually right, for that is what stars are.
Let’s think of a bright summer day. You plan a family outing and are
going to spend all day outside. In the list of supplies that you take
should include sunscreen. Why? Because long exposure to the suns
rays causes a painful and potentially dangerous condition called
sunburn. It ranges from mild to moderate considered sunburns to severe
called sun poisoning. And with enough exposure over time a condition
develops called melanoma, skin cancer which can be fatal. Either way,
it is something you don’t want; take it from a fair complected red head.
The verses above say the city has no need of the sun
Ancient societies had a love/hate relationship with the sun. The
Hebrew’s were the same way. They loved the sun because it gave light
and gave warmth when needed. On the flip side, the heat it gave off
often times was oppressive.
These two verses paint a picture of the last times. Let me set the stage.
Science tells us that there is a hole in the ozone layer of the earth. The
ozone filters out the harmful UV radiation of the sun. Science also tells
us that pollution contributes to this hole enlarging, and warns eventually
the ozone layer could vanish completely. Did you know the Bible
prophesies about this very scenario? Let’s look in Revelation:
Re
16:8

And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to
scorch men with fire.

Re
16:9

And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath
power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.

I believe this is referring to what we just talked about. But there is
another way God uses Heaven to show His love for us. God made
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Heaven to not need the sun, the very thing that helped bring destruction
to the earth. Let’s look at 2 more verses, one by Isaiah and the other in
Revelation.
Isa
They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he
49:10 that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall he

guide them.
Re
7:16

They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on
them, nor any heat.

What a wonderful God that He loves us this way!!!
One final verse I want to look at is this:
Re 21:25 And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.

The gates will never be shut. How many times have you rushed to get to a place of
business jut to find they closed as you pulled in the parking lot? Not a good thing.
Imagine if you prayed and got a message like this: Thank you for calling the Heavenly
Hotline, you call is very important to us, however we are now closed. Please call back
during regular office hours Monday through Thursday 9 am to 4 pm and on Friday 9
am to 1 pm, closed Saturday and Sunday. That would irritate you right? Well let me
share one more verse here.
Heb
7:25

Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that comes unto God by him,
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.

This is Jesus’ passion, to make intercession for us, to listen to our
prayers.
I know I am just scratching the surface of what Heaven is like; there are
so many more things we could cover. I know we covered a lot of
verses, but I hope you will use your imagination and try to picture the
beauty of this city for yourself. One final verse before we leave this
chapter:
1co
2:9

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.
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Does all this sound familiar, it should it was from the study on Heaven.
It describes the New Heaven and the New earth that replaces what
was destroyed with fire.

We have another lesson to go through; in it is the conclusion of this
study and one more invitation.

243

Chapter twenty-four, Even So Lord Jesus
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Every good book has a chapter devoted to the conclusion. The
characters give their final farewells and sail off into the sunset.
Some of you may know that my favorite fiction books, and movies for
that matter, are the Lord of the Rings trilogy by JRR Tolkien. I love the
final chapter in the Return of the King where the Hobbits, Frodo, Sam,
Merry, Pippin and Bilbo go to the Sundering Sea to meet the Elves as
they leave for the Grey Havens. Laugh if you want, but in the movie
when Gandalf turned to Frodo and said it is time and they realized that
Frodo was leaving to, it was a sad time and I tearred up a little.
I said all that to say this. Here is john, prisoner on the island, had these
terrifying and yet inspiring visions came to the time where the visions
must stop and he gets on with his life.
During the discourse of the angel and John in the closing of this
Chapter, words of Jesus in interjected throughout are going to look at
them separately, with John’s words first.
Then he said to me, "These words are faithful and true." And the Lord God of the holy
prophets sent His angel to show His servants the things which must shortly take place.
8
Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to
worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 9 Then he said to me,
"See that you do not do that. For I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the
prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book. Worship God." 10 And he said to
me, "Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand. 11 He who
is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is
righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still."
6

Rev 22:6 & 8-11 (NKJV)

One of the angels that had been speaking to John assured him what he
saw was the truth and they will come to pass. And then gave him this
directive, Do not seal what you have wrote. This is in great contrast to
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what Ezekiel and Daniel wrote, remember they were told to seal it up
because the time was not yet.
Then the angel says something interesting to me. If someone is unjust,
he will remain unjust, if he is filthy, he will remain filthy, but if he is
righteous he will remain righteous and if he is holy, he will remain holy.
I believe what he is saying is people will not change, but God can
change people.
Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree
of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers
and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.
14

Rev 22:14-15 (NKJV)

Here we are encouraged to keep at God’s work, as the saying goes,
work for the Lord, the pay is not much, but the retirement is out of this
world.

I want us to look at what Jesus is telling us:
"Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of
this book."
7

Rev 22:7 (NKJV)
"And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one
according to his work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the
First and the Last."[

12

Rev 22:12-13 (NKJV)
"I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the
Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star."

16

Rev 22:16 (NKJV)

Jesus is reassuring John, and even us as we read and study today, that
He is who He said He is and He will return.
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There is a warning in this chapter that should strike fear into the heart of
every teacher and preacher. Let’s read the verses and I will explain:
For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone
adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and
if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away
his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written
in this book.
18

Rev 22:18-19 (NKJV)

We are held accountable for what we do and say. As a teacher, I
believe I am held to a higher standard of God’s Word than the ordinary
church member, not that I am anything, but I have been entrusted with
this responsibility and I don’t ever want to take it lightly. My prayer is
that through this study, I have been faithful to the meaning of God’s
word.

One more thought, also in this chapter is the final invitation given in the
bible:
And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let
him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.

17

Rev 22:17 (NKJV)

This covers anyone that has the desire to learn of God, regardless of
creed, color, nationality, history whatever. If you want a true
relationship with God, all you have to do is come.
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Let me ask a question. I know that a couple of lessons, I gave you the
opportunity to know Christ as a personal savior. I want to give anyone
that may have missed that another opportunity.
You see, all these glorious things we have talked about the last two
lessons can be yours if you want. All you have to do is ask.
Tell you what. If you want a relationship with Jesus so that all this can
be yours as well, pray this prayer with me.
Father, I know I am a sinner. I need your forgiveness. Let the Blood of
your precious Son cleanse me and make me a new person. Forgive me
of all my sins and help me to walk in the newness of life. Help me
devote my life to you and make me a fit subject for your kingdom.
Come into my life and guide me and lead me. Thank you for your
salvation, thank you for your love, thank you for dying for me. In Jesus
name Amen.

If you prayed that prayer and meant it, I would like to hear from you so
that my church and I can pray for you and maybe help you a little
further in your new walk for the Lord. Drop me a letter in the mail to my
church and we will help you as much as we can
Keith Blackwell
C/O Terra Vista Baptist Church
4412 Oakwood Drive
Chattanooga, Tn
37416

One last thought, the closing verse is from John, and as believers, we
can say it with him:
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
Rev 22:20-21 (NKJV)
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Addendum to Armageddon

Recently some new information came to me concerning Armageddon. I
was given as a gift the book “What in the World is Going On” by Dr.
David Jeremiah. It is a great book by one of my favorite preachers
concerning end times prophecies.

In one chapter concerning Armageddon, he raises some possibilities
that I had not taken into consideration, but after thinking about them,
they make good sense.
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First, I want to look at Armageddon in it’s etymology. Our word
Armageddon comes from a Hebrew word harmageddon which means
the mount of Megiddo. Megiddo is another Hebrew word that means
slaughter. So the word harmageddon quite literally means the mount of
slaughter.

So, yes, Armageddon is an actual place not just a concept. It lies 18
miles SE of Haifa, 55 miles N of Jerusalem and only 10 miles from
Nazareth.

Although, Armageddon is only mentioned one time in the Bible, the
plain of Megiddo is rich in Biblical history.
It is there that:
Deborah and Barak defeated the Canaanites Judges 4-5
Gideon defeated the Midianites Judges 7
King Saul was killed there in a war with the Philistines 1 Samuel 31
Ahaziah was killed by Jehu 2 Kings 9
Josiah was killed there by the invading Egyptians 2 Kings 23
Beyond the Bible, many wars have been fought on the slopes of
harmageddon, from the crusaders, the Egyptians, the Persians, the
Druze, the Greeks, the Turks, and the Arabs.
In WW1, there was a large scale battle between the British and the
Turks.
Napoleon Bonaparte in 1799 made this statement about the plain of
Megiddo, “All the armies of the world could maneuver their forces on
this vast plain. There is no place in the whole world more suited for war
than this…[It is] the most natural battlefield on the earth.”
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So rightfully, Armageddon has earned its name as the mount of
slaughter.
I have made a statement in these lessons that the antichrist has
gathered all the armies of the world to fight against Israel to totally
destroy her, but was not sure how he would achieve that.

In the book I mentioned, Dr Jeremiah puts forth an interesting
hypothesis. From all the wars that have been going on, and the
antichrist himself turning into a tyrant instead of a savior, the people of
the earth that can still fight back, gather against him at first. Armies
from Africa and from Russia will attack him simultaneously
At the time of the end the king of the South shall attack him; and the king of the North
shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, horsemen, and with many ships;
and he shall enter the countries, overwhelm them, and pass through.
Dan 11:40 (NKJV)

These attacks will be thwarted and the antichrist will keep moving to
destroy Israel, but something else happens. He receives news from the
east and north that worries him.
But news from the east and the north shall trouble him; therefore he shall go out with
great fury to destroy and annihilate many.
Dan 11:44 (NKJV)

What is this news? It is the result of the sixth bowl judgment.
Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was
dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared.
Rev 16:12 (NKJV)

I know we talked about this in the lesson on the bowl judgments, but I
want to go back for just a minute.
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The Euphrates River is a natural boundary and it flows through Turkey,
Syria and eventually goes through Iraq and empties into the Persian
Gulf. This river flows through entirely Muslim controlled territory, but on
Geneses 15 and Deuteronomy 11 God Specified that this river would be
the easternmost border of the promised land.

As I said it is a natural boundary and with the river dried up, it makes a
way for the kings from the East to cross. This raises another question,
who are the kings of the east? They are the empires of the oriental
world. The antichrist must move his forces away from Jerusalem to meet
this new threat. This army is one the world had never seen before, it is
over 200 million strong!!
Col Larry Wortzel, RET filed this report concerning China and the
strength of her military. “China’s standing armed force of some 2.8
million active soldiers in uniform is the largest military force in the world.
Approximately1 million reservists and 15 million militia back them up.
With a population of over 1.2 billion people, China also has a potential
manpower base of another 200 million males fit for military service at
any time.”
So the armies of the antichrist, which I believe comprise many of the
nations of the world, the kings of the south and north and the east all
converge on this plain, the valley of Megiddo.
There was a song written by Roy Acuff and Odell McLeod and
recorded by Hank Williams SR about Armageddon.

There’s a mighty battle coming and it’s well on its way.
It’ll be fought at Armageddon, it shall be a sad, sad day.
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In the book of Revelation, words in chapter sixteen say:
There’ll be gathered there great armies for battle on that day
All the way from the gates of Eden to the battle of Armageddon
There’s been troubles and tribulation, there’ll be sorrow and despair.
He has said “ye not be troubled for these things shall come to pass.”
Then your life will be eternal when you dwell with him at last.
Turn the pages of your Bible, in St. Matthew you will see,
Start with chapter twenty-four and read from one to twenty-three.
In our Savior’s blessed words he said on earth, he prophesied,
For he spoke of this great battle that is coming by and by.
There’ll be nation against nation, there’ll be war and rumor of war.
There’ll be great signs in heaven, in the sun, the moon, the stars.
Oh, the hearts of men shall fail them, there’ll be gnashing of the teeth.
Those who seek it will receive it, mercy at the savior’s feet.

As terrible the thoughts of Armageddon are, the last line of this song
says it all, Those who seek it will receive it, mercy at the Savior’s feet.

To quote Dr Jeremiah, “But the last line of this song is our bottom line:
we who trust the Lord as Savior need have no fear. He loves and
protects His own, and whatever comes, if we seek Him and His will for
our lives, we will be among those whom He saves from the wrath to
come.”
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