

Commander’s Stuff
By Mike Winner
(708) 829-0069

Gonakadet@att.net

Fellow Veterans,
   Happy New Year! I hope you all had a nice Christmas celebration with family and friends. I look forward to the new year.  
   Last month, I presented some plaques to the Marines of my unit who had participated in the funeral of our fallen comrade Emil Harvey. I had them march to the front of the formation of a hundred Marines as I spoke about their performance and what it means to the fallen's family and friends. I also told them the importance of joining the VFW and/or the American Legion. I was well received and thanked profusely for recognizing their efforts. We must all continue to recognize the efforts of our fellow veterans and continue to gain new members in our ranks. Make this your New Year's resolution; bring one new member to our Post or their own hometown Post. 
   Many veterans in NE Indiana have 

received letters from “Veterans Relief

Network” (VRN) soliciting donations or trying to get them to enter their sweepstakes. A review of the Better 

Business Bureau reveals that they consider this organization a scam. Please do not respond to any of their solicitations.

Semper Fi!

Mike Winner

Happy 100th Birthday Doc!
By Walt Bergenthal

(708) 246-4858

Statement of funds as of 12/8/15:

Post General Fund

$13,916.91
Post Relief Fund

    3,356.18
Post Dues Reserve

         49.00
TOTAL:


$17,122.09
   This month we recognize our Parade Meister Chuck Bosko and his committee for an outstanding job over the years in setting up our annual Memorial Day Parade. It takes a lot of meetings and coordination. Chuck served in Vietnam as an Army Medic and was our Post Commander for three years.
   As interesting note: the Census Bureau estimates there are three-quarters of a million veterans currently living in Illinois as of 2013:

World War II

70,933

Korean War

87,394

Vietnam Era

100,626
Gulf War I 

68,308

Aug. 1990-Aug. 2001

Gulf War II

183,975
Sept. 2001 or later



Source: Chicago Tribune, 11/11/15

   Congratulations to Life Member Henry “Doc” Matthews. Doc celebrated his 100th birthday on Oct. 9. He served overseas as a Major from November 1943 to January 1946, island hopping from Guadalcanal, ending up as the head of dentistry with the Army 227th Station Hospital in Korea. Over the years, Doc held the Post offices of Chaplain, Trustee, Surgeon and Color Guard Member. 
CPL Robert E. Meyers to Rest 65 Years After Korean War
Remains of a Greencastle Man Killed in Action Now Identified
By Carol Anne O’Donnell

(708) 246-1204
The following information was taken from an article written by Jim Hook and published in The Chambersburg Public Opinion on Oct. 9, 2015: 

   “The remains of a Greencastle man killed in action nearly 65 years ago in Korea will be buried Oct. 26 (2015), in Arlington National Cemetery, near Washington, D.C. U.S. Army Cpl. Robert Earl Meyers was declared missing in action, Dec. 1, 1950, after his unit was involved in combat operations near Sonchu, North Korea. Meyers, 17, was assigned to Company A, 2nd Engineer Combat Battalion, 2nd Infantry Division. The U.S. Army on March 2, 1954, declared Meyers deceased.

   Advances in technology enabled scientists to identify his remains, which will be returned to his family for burial with full military honors, the Department of Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency announced on Friday.

   ‘I was shocked,’ said Leslie V. Burris, 86, of Rolla, Missouri. ‘I was afraid his remains would never be found. He and I shared the same foxhole.’ Burris was in Korea 33 days before he was wounded and sent back to the states. Meyers was later captured and held as a prisoner of war. The DDPAA said Meyers was 21.

   United Nations and communist forces in 1954 exchanged the remains of war dead in what came to be known as “Operation Glory.” All remains recovered in Operation Glory were turned over to the Army’s Central Identification Unit for analysis. The remains that could not be identified were interred as unknowns at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Hawaii, known as the “Punchbowl.”

   We are grateful for the return of each one. Please remember all our POW/MIAs and their families in your prayers.

YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN
January 2016


Post Newsletter


WesternSpringsVFW.org





Save the Dates





Jan. 12th – 7:30 p.m. Post Regular meeting at Grace Lutheran Church


Jan. 14th – Hospital Visit


Jan. 15th – Deadline for February newsletter


Feb. 9th – 7:30 p.m. Post Regular meeting at Grace Lutheran Church














“Tomorrow, is the first blank page of a 365 page book. Write a good one!”


-Brad Paisley





HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!








