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Dear Family in Faith,
This morning Because of a conversation I recently enjoyed in Sunday School, I have found myself revisiting what diﬀerent authors have
to say about forgiveness. Here are three quotes that I found provocative.
“There is no future without forgiveness.”—Archbishop Desmond Tutu
“There is no Christianity without forgiveness.”—Marjorie Thompson
“God’s way of forgiving is the model for our forgiving.”—Lewis Smedes
As I have mulled over these quotes, one idea has been dominating my thoughts today. Specifically, I have been thinking about how
forgiveness always connects to the community.
From the Christian perspective, God’s forgiveness starts as an oﬀering from the community of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to the world.
Our experience of that forgiveness (the Gospel) is the work of a faithful community across time communicating our hope (carrying it
forward). Our ability to be encouraged to embrace forgiveness and oﬀer it to others in our own life will probably also be born from
some faith community’s teaching and sharing with us as we try to love as Jesus loves. And, finally, there is also
the simple fact that when one part of our life is stressed other parts (relationships) of our life will feel that
struggle. That would mean that the choice to forgive (or not) will impact many people.
Perhaps this last idea means, when we ponder forgiveness, we should not just be thinking of one person’s
face and whether or not we think they are worth it. Maybe we should also be picturing other faces as we
plot our next move. Maybe this means visualizing the face of our spouse or our children, or the co-workers
we labor alongside, or the store clerk that has to deal with our short fuse, or the church members that had
hoped we would share in worship or the fellowship or the project too. All of these faces are likely to be
impacted by our lack of reconciliation to another.
So here’s where I am today. To forgive or to not forgive is to decide, perhaps only in a very micro
sort of way, if we want to live in a world known primarily by its grace or by its grudges.
Yours in Christ,

Christopher
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COLUMBARIUM UPDATE
Westminster members may have noticed construction activity at the
church columbarium recently. The work is an addition that will
include a new wall for 32 niches. It will mirror the existing wall,
which currently has only two niches available.
“The work is scheduled to be completed in time for the Easter
Sunrise Service on April 12,” said Westminster member Butch Nobles
of Nobles Contracting. He said the columbarium was designed to
hold 192 niches. The column faces are also available for memorial
plaques.
The original columbarium, built in 2008, was heavily damaged by
the 2013 tornado. It was relocated to its current site to make room
for the 8,400-square-foot addition that includes Montague Hall,
church offices, the Breadbasket rooms and the downstairs
bathrooms.
For information about reserving a niche, contact the church office.

PW PRESBYTERY 31ST ANNUAL GATHERING
Mark your calendar for Saturday, March 14, the day of Presbytery’s 32nd
Annual Spring Gathering. This year it will be held at Briarwood in
Jackson. Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. Gathering will start at 10:00
a.m. and end with lunch. This is the meeting when new oﬃcers are
elected. Our own Rhoda Pickett is the nominee for Moderator-Elect. Dr. Lynn Miller is the featured speaker. Her
topic is Encore: Things You May Have Forgotten From Previous Bible Studies. Please let Althea Jerome or Mary
Dayne Gregg know if you plan to attend.
MEALS IN TIME OF NEED
Have you seen the plastic tub on the table in the Narthex? It holds an abundance of containers to be used for
taking food to members of our church family. This food ministry is a revised version of what we used to call the
Casserole Ministry. Church members are encouraged to take a container home and ll it up with one or two
servings of prepared food or soup. Bring the lled container to the church to put in the freezer across from the
Breadbasket Room. Be sure to ll out one of the printed labels that indicates what’s in the item you brought and
when you made it. PW members will deliver the frozen items to church members who are home bound, or to
those who are recovering from a hospital stay, etc.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Jean Lincoln
As a family of 6 children, things were always hectic getting to and from
places—a lot like herding cats. I remember a particular Sunday when we
nally made it home from church and were getting ready for lunch when the
phone rang. It was the church calling to let my parents know we had left my
younger brother Johnny behind. Someone kept him busy until my Dad
retrieved him.
David Arnold taught a Sunday School class of young boys—my younger
brother included. That makes him special in itself but he went the extra mile.
They convinced him that they wanted a more adventurous way to attend. He
unlocked the window to the classroom and, from then on, they went outside
and climbed through the window to attend class.
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We had a wonderful Ash Wednesday service with Parkway Heights and as
always our two choirs loved getting together and singing with one another. We
have some wonderful anthems to share with you during this season of Lent,
and you can expect some special guests along the way. On March 8, we will be
blessed by the "Deep South Ringers" under the direction of Dr. Larry Smith,
who directed the USM hand bell choir and taught voice at Southern Miss.
Thank all of you for your continued support of "Choir of Faith" (the children's choir). They did a wonderful job last Sunday, and we will
see them again very soon. Also, this past Sunday, I ran into a small dilemma—how can I watch them and run the adult choir at the
same time? I asked them if they would like to come into the choir room and sing the hymns with the big choir. After a brief pause, I got
an ecstatic “yes!” I told them to sit by a stranger and read along with them. After the hymns, they sat and listened to the anthem. The
big choir enjoyed it just as much and the little choir, so I think that will become our new tradition. I hope we continue to enrich your
worship. We love singing so very much.

A Word From the Director of Discipleship
WEDNESDAY NIGHT
The Wednesday Night program at Westminster begins each Wednesday evening at 5:30 p.m. followed by programs
for adults, youth, and children. Christopher will be leading the adults teaching from the book Simply Jesus by N.T.
Wright. Tommy will be leading the youth, and Michael and Sarah Beth will lead our children. Our friends from
Liberty Ministries will join us for dinner on the 4th. Wednesday night dinner and activities will be held the night of
the 18th despite it being Spring Break for the majority of our schools!
YOUTH AND CHILDREN
Our Youth group will be traveling to Old Town Presbyterian Church on the coast Sunday, March 1, to participate in a Presbytery of MS
youth fellowship event. We will meet in the parking lot of Westminster at 1:30 to drive south. The Youth event should be over around
5:30 at which time we will head back to the parking lot.
The youth and children will not meet Sunday evening, March 15, due to spring break. Normal youth and children activities will resume
the following Sunday evening the 22nd.
BOWLING! The children and youth will go bowling immediately following worship, Sunday, March 29th. We will eat lunch at Wendy's
on Hwy 49 (dutch treat), and then we will bowl a few frames at Hub City Lanes (church treat). Mark your calendars!
YOUTH MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY
June 21-27 there will be a Presbytery of MS sponsored mission trip for high school students to Cedar Creek, TN. The work project will be
determined once the size of the group is known. Projects vary from new construction to home repairs to painting and gardening. All
projects are meaningful and help the Cedar Creek Presbyterian Church better connect to and form relationships within their
community. The cost of the trip is $225 and a deposit of $100 is due by May 13th. If you are interested in this trip, please contact Tommy
or Christopher for an application.
NEW BEGINNINGS
Join us for New Beginnings this month! We are scheduled to meet Monday, March 16, at noon in Montague Hall. We will enjoy lunch
together and then will take in a program. Betsy Mercer from the mayor's oﬃce will be coming to speak to our group about the Census.
She will walk everyone through the steps of filling out the form. See you there!
LENTEN DEVOTIONAL OFFERINGS
During the season of Lent, there will be devotional materials in the narthex. Please choose one of the books so that more folks will have
an opportunity to have one. The selections are as follows: "Lenten Prayers for an End to Hunger"—Readings, prayers, and actions to
help you observe Lent in 2020 (Prepared by Bread for the Word).
Lent in Plain Sight: A Devotion Through Ten Objects by Jill J. Duﬃeld—God is often at work through the ordinary: people, objects, grace.
Through the ordinary, God communicates epiphanies, salvation, revelation, and reconciliation. It is through the mundane that we hear
God's quiet voice. Duﬃeld draws the reader's attention to ten ordinary objects that Jesus would have encountered on his way to
Jerusalem: dust, bread, the cross, coins, shoes, oil, coats, towels, thorns, and stones. Lent in Plain Sight reminds Christians to open
themselves to the kingdom of God.
Living Into Lent by Donald K. McKim—The Lenten journey is a shared journey—Christians join with others along the way of faith,
following Jesus and seeking to live out the will and purpose of God. Living Into Lent sets aside time during the Lenten season for
readers to reflect on their Christian identities, listen to God's word and will, and engage in practices that deepen the Christian
experience through discipleship.
"d365" This free daily devotional is available online via email or an app that you can download on your phone. It oﬀers a daily scripture
reading, a reflection, and a prayer. While created with students and young adults in mind, it is useful for those of any age. It was created
as a prayerful response in the aftermath of 9/11 and has support from the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, the Episcopal Church, and
the Presbyterian Church (USA
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MISSIONS REPORT

BOSWELL REGIONAL CENTER:
We received the following thank you from Clint Ashley, Director of Boswell Regional Center:
Dear Rev. Crotwell,
Thank you so very much for your very generous contributions to Boswell Regional Center's Christmas Project during the 2019
Christmas season. The wonderful gifts your church members purchased and wrapped for our individuals provided a "Merry
Christmas" for many who might otherwise not experience a joyous holiday season.
Your thoughtfulness in annually donating such an amazing selection of gifts makes a lasting impression on the employees as
we as the individuals at Boswell Regional Center. The gesture proves that you are a body of believers that truly cares about
the welfare of others.
Again, we are sincerely grateful for your generosity, and most importantly, for remembering us in such a meaningful way
during this Season of Giving.
The members of the Mission Committee are equally grateful for everyone's giving spirit and for those who helped sort,
count, and prepare the gifts for pickup. It truly "takes a church" and we are blessed to be a part of such a caring and giving
church family.

WELCOME!

TO THE NEWEST MEMBERS OF OUR
CHURCH FAMILY!
FROM THE TOP LEFT: ALEJANDRO HERRERA,
BILL AND CAROL MEAD, CHRISTOPHER AND
LAURA ANN COX, JERRY AND DIANE
WALTMAN, JOHNNY AND CAROL WILLIAMS,
AND KAY GUILES.
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B LAN KE T D ON AT ION TO HAT T IE S B URG P OLICE D E PART M E N T
W E LL D O N E W E ST M I N ST E R C H I LD R E N & YO U T H !
( 1 5 0 0 + V IE WS ON FAC E B OOK )
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MARCH 2020
MONDAY

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
COMMUNION SUNDAY
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
Yelverton Baptism
11:30 AM
Nominating
Committee
1:30 PM Joint
Presbytery Youth
Gathering

2

3
11:30 AM PW
Coordinating Team
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

4
5:30 PM Wednesday
Supper
7:00 PM CHOIR

5
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s
12:00 PM ShareCare

6

7

8
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Diaconate
5:00 PM Circle 3
5:00 PM Youth

9

10
9:30 AM Circle 1
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study
6:30 PM Circle 2

11
4:30 Admin Mtg.
5:30 PM Wednesday
Supper
7:00 PM CHOIR

12
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

13

14

15
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Session

16
12:00 PM New
Beginnings

17
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Meeting
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

18
5:30 PM Wednesday
Supper
7:00 PM CHOIR

19
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

20

21

27

28

PW ANNUAL
MEETING
BRIARWOOD

BREADBASKET WEEK
22
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Sunday
School
11:30 AM Growing
Spiritually Comm.
5:00 PM Youth

23

29
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
Alejandro Herrera
Baptism
5:00 PM Youth

30

24
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

25
5:30 PM Wednesday
Supper
7:00 PM CHOIR

26
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS DUE
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31
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study
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