One of the most difficult things about the Stay at Home order, 


is the fact that many of the things we had planned 



have not 



or will not happen.  

The biggest difficulty with this is, 


that we have created in our minds, 



what those events would have looked like, 



and now those ideas vanish into thin air.  

Now as we have experienced, 


what we thought something was going to be like 


versus how it actually turns out 



are two different things.  


Usually, 



our minds create the more ideal outcome 




than what we do on our own.

My first experience of this during the virus outbreak, 


was being near Spokane



 when the NCAA tournament was called off.  


Lisa's family are big Gonzaga fans



 and many of them watched all of their games on TV.  

Gonzaga spent most of the year as the number one team in the nation.  


So the assumption in everyone's mind in Spokane was



that this was the year that they won the whole thing.  




It was time, 




they were due, 





and now what was a sure thing in many people's mind






 was taken from them.  

Now they had 8 games to win 


before that reality happened 

and the Madness of March 


had kept others from their deserved title, 



but there is no way we will ever know.  


This loss of potential is heart breaking.

Paul knew this, 


just as much as we know it.  

Paul had seen 

and has now heard again from Timothy 


about the great things happening in Thessalonica.  

He saw their potential 


and wanted it to not go the way of the 2020 NCAA Tournament 


or our Holy Week plans, 



into vapor.  

So how did Paul address this?  


He prayed.

He asked God to enable the Thessalonicans to live a life worthy of the Lord's call.  


That was their potential.  


That is our potential.  



To live a life worthy of the Lord's call.  



To do the things that Jesus called his disciples to through out his ministry.  




To love our neighbor as ourselves,




 to lay down our life for others, 




to love our enemies 





and pray for those who persecute us.  




To glorify God through everything that we do.  




The list expands 





and we never finish with it.  



But all of it brings glory to God.  

But if your week was like mine this week, 


not everything I did was worthy of Jesus' call.

Paul addresses this in his prayer.  


Paul already knows, 


and you should know as well, 



that the ability to do everything for God's glory 




will not come by our own strength.  

We have not had the energy to help Eva burn the amount of energy 


that playing with a couple of her friends normally does.  

So life has been establishing new expectations and boundaries.  


Which have been hard.  

But amongst the tears this week, 


Eva gave her parents a Godly reminder.  



In the midst of telling her about our struggles 




to keep her from pushing her sister away, 



she responds out of divine intervention,




 “God will provide a way.”  

Out of the mouth of this babe 


came the words that we had forgotten.  

All of our methods and ideas had not gained traction. 


 We did not see a clear way forward, 



but that was okay.  


We don't have to see the end, 



or even the next step.  


We just need to know that God will provide a way.

Paul asks God 


to give us the power to accomplish all the good things our faith prompts us to do.  

We have experienced this in the life of the church.  


We have done things 



with resources coming out of the woodwork to accomplish it.  




Whether that was through the food or coat exchange, 




being at the church at an odd hour, 




or having a musician jump in to play via a Facebook post.  

There are stories of this happening to others,


 all around the world right now.  



People finding ways to meet the needs of those around them.  




Whether that is playing music on their deck, 




using their distillery to make sanitizing solution, 




or in my hometown 





a snowboard binding company 






is now manufacturing reusable facemasks 






instead of plastic snowboard parts.  

Whatever the good thing that our faith prompts us to do, 


if we follow the prompting, 



God will give us the power to accomplish this.  

In order for this to be true, 


we need to notice the qualifiers Paul puts in his prayer.  

Power to accomplish 


means that we don't just think of them 



and leave them on paper.  


We take steps to carry them out.  



I have many things that I have thought would be good to do, 




but I did not have the courage 




or energy to implement them.  


More importantly, 



I did not have the faith that God had the power.  




Otherwise there would be a Credit Union in Skagway, 




a tradition of retreats for the church every Spring, 




a daycare in the church basement, 




and the list goes on.

Now to be fair to myself, 


there are a couple more qualified statements.  

They should be good things.  


Not things that bring shame upon the name of Jesus.  

Finally, 


our faith prompts us to do it.  



Not our self will.  



Not our desire to get even 




or prove ourselves 




or gain power.  

Our faith, 

our knowledge and desire to serve Jesus 


in the way that Jesus served the world should be what is prompting our actions.  

In doing this, 


Jesus' name will be honored.  

Name means character.  


If we are following our faith 


and doing the good things that we are prompted to do, 



we will have lives worthy of his first calling.  

Again, 


this is not something that we need to initiate.  


We need to be able to respond to it in faith.

Being able to do any of this, 


has already been made possible 



because of the grace of our God and Lord, 




Jesus Christ.  

Now in addition to Jesus being acknowledged as one with God, 


we remember that it is because of the grace of God.  



That love and power of God 




to do what we ourselves could not do.  

On this day, 


we see that grace in action, 



as we wanted to make Jesus a king 




just like every other King that we have had.  



But through the course of this week, 




Jesus will show us his love, 





in becoming a King different than one that we ever imagined.  




One that was willing to suffer and die for us, 




one that would deal with death forever 





and offer this new life to his world.  


We will hear of Jesus' struggle on Thursday with this call, 



but seek his Father's help to carry it out, 


Friday enduring the trial to the point of death, 


and on Sunday, 



we will see God do a whole new thing with this world and this earth.

Jesus followed the prompting of his faith 


and saw what seemed unimaginable to come to fruition.  

As we walk as disciples 


in a time of what seemed unimaginable happening, 



may we walk with similar faith.  



May we trust that God will enable us to live a life worthy.  

Most importantly, 


may we ask God to do so for us 


and for those in our life we pray for.  

Remember, we can not fix all of this ourselves, 


we need to seek out God 


and depend on him to lead us down the road 



to accomplishing what our faith is prompting us to do.

Tuesday

So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to enable you to live a life worthy of his call. May he give you the power to accomplish all the good things your faith prompts you to do. 12 Then the name of our Lord Jesus will be honored because of the way you live, and you will be honored along with him. This is all made possible because of the grace of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ.

