INTRODUCTION

FLORA by MAX is a plant database that is being constructed for educational purposes
and to help me remember the plants that I have identified. 1 am a professional geologist
(retired from the Department of Environmental Sciences, University of Toledo, Toledo
Ohio in 2008) and an amateur botanist (began studying plants in 2004 as a retirement
hobby).

The database is not an instrument to key out plants but rather a collection of plant slides in
Adobe pdf format. The collection is alphabetically based on plant families and within each
family, alphabetically by genus and species. Because common names are often nearly
useless, plants in the collection are listed by their Latin scientific names with at least one
common name present. Plant descriptions and photos are given to hopefully finalize
identification.

To use the database effectively and quickly it is therefore important for the user to have
knowledge of the plant families. One can of course simply browse but this is time
consuming but may be rewarding. | hope you enjoy the site and perhaps you will find
some old friends here. However, remember, | am an amateur and there are probably some
mistakes. If you should find a mistake in identification, please contact me.

Please do not send me photos to include in the database — this is a personal crusade.
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