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A Clnonicle of Speed

Doha, Qatar #2

2010 Oryx Cup V.M. World Championship
by Jimmy gilbert -- Part 1
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Thefinal raceof the2010H1 Unlimited Hydropl aneseasonwasagai n scheduledfor Doha, Qatar. Thelogistics
werecomplicated somewhat by there-establishment of theunlimitedracein San Diego, California. Satwater races,
likeSan Diego, requireal ot of equipment clean-up after therace. TheplanfortheOhBoy! Oberto/MissMadison
teamwasto get theboat and equi pment back to M adi son assoon aspossi bl eafter San Diego, pull theengineand
gearbox out of theboat and performal ot of reconfigurationsonthegearboxesaswel | asinspect andrepair thehot-
endsof al theenginesthat had been usedin San Diego. Steve Dean, thepainter of theboat, agreedtodrivetheboat
back toMadisonsothat L arry Hanson, theusual truck driver, would bemorerestedfor thetaskshewouldbefacing
toget all theengine/gearbox work doneintimetotransport thetruck, boat, andtrailer to Jacksonville, Florida, for



eventual shipmentto Qatar. Therewoul d beonly about aweek toget all thework finishedinMadison, adaunting
task indeed. Sincemost of theM adi sonteam haveother jobs, only Michael and L arry Hansonand Randy Gayle
wouldmostlikely beavailablefor work. Thegearbox changeswerenecessary because San Diegoisatwoandone-
half milecourseand Dohaisonly twomileslong. At least two of thegearboxeswoul d haveto bereconfiguredto
bebetter suitedfor theshorter courseat Doha. Under ideal Situations, itrequiresat |east anentireday toreconfigure
agearbox. Larry, Michael, and Randy worked several |ong daysand eveningsat theM adison shopto complete
thetasksandfinally gettherigonitsway to Jacksonville, somesix weeksbeforetheDoharace

My wife, Sue, decidedtoattendtheracethisyear. Shewasalittlenervousabout thetrip primarily because of
thelong, non-stopflight fromHoustonto Doha(and thesubsequent return). Whenwefirst boardedtheairplanein
Houston, wesaw afew other crew membersand H1 officia sontheflight. After acoupleof hoursintotheflight, Sue
became somewhat accustomedto thenarrow spaceafforded by theseat and eventual ly managed to sleep some.
Themealsand serviceon Qatar Airwaysareawaysfirst rateandthisyear farewasno exception. Thetripwas
uneventful butextremelylong.

Wearrived ontimein Dohaandweremet by auniformed personwith our namesinscribed onanannouncement
board. Wewereshepherded throughtheimmigration processinshort order. It wasat theairport that wesaw Bob
Hughes, thepres dent of theMissM adi son Board and hiscompani on PatriciaHedrington. | wasonly vaguely avare
that they might beattendingtheracein Dohaso, it wasani cesurpriseto seetheboth of them. Finally weboarded
abusfortheshortridetothehotel. Thisyear theteamsand official sstayed at theDohaMarriott Hotel, closeto
theairport. What amagnificent place! Thereweremarblefloors, tapestries, indoor palmtrees, andevenapianist
toprovidelivemusicinthelobby. Ourroomwasquiteniceaswell. Atthehotel after check-in, wereceivedanother
surprise. In2009, aM adi sonian named Steve Goingsshowed up at the Doharaceunannounced. Atthetime, Steve
wasworking asacontractor in I ragandtook timeoff to attend the Doharaceto hel ptheteam. Thisyear, Steve
returnedto Dohafor theracebut hehadflowninall theway fromMadisona ongwithhisson Alex Perry. Both of
them showed uptowork ascrewmembersat
theOryx Cup, againattheir ownexpense. We
exchanged pleasantrieswith Steveandhisson
andmadeplansforthenextmorningtomeetin
thelobby at 9:00 am and go thepitstobegin
work. The Madison team arrived in Dohaa
day earlierthanmost of theother teeamsbecause
wewerefacing alot of work to get the boat
ready torace. Therewasnoengineor gearbox
in the boat, whereas normally the boat is
transportedwith both of thoseitemsinstal l ed.
Becauseof thebrevity of timefollowingthe
SanDiegorace, therewasn’ t enoughtimeto
accomplisheverythingMichad Hansonwanted
todo, sosomeof thework hadtobedeferred.

As in 2009, the Qatar Marine Sport
Federation providedtransportationfromthe
hotel tothepitsfortheboatteamsandofficias.
Bob Ross and Greg Jones, of the Ellstrom
team (Spirit of Qatar), had arrived several
daysearlier andtransportedtheboats, trailers, -
and trucksto therace sitefromthe shipping
dock facilities. In the pits all the electrical
service, water plumbing, and craneswerein
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placefor theteamssowork could beginimmediately. Thework went well and at about 3:00 pmwereturnedtothe
hotel with plansto spendtheevening at theDohaCity Center Mall. After fresheningup, theteamandtraveling
companionsmetinthelobby for thetriptothemall. Uponarrival atthemall, welearnedthat thel slamicfestival of
Eidwasinprogress. Eidismuchlikeour Christmas. Traditionally, angel sbring presentstothechildrenduring Eid
and familiesget together for jovial celebrations. Therewerethousandsof peopleat themall. Therewerelive
entertai nersperformingjugglingacts, acrobaticsand magicfor all thechildrenand adultstoenjoy. Near thestage
wheretheperformanceswereunderway, it wasdifficult tomaneuver about becauseof thesheer number of people.
Sueand| electedtoeat at anltaianrestaurant namedBidla, andit wasexcel lent. Therest of theteamateat Appleby’s
inthefood court onthethirdfloor. After eating, wewal ked around themal | doi ng someshopping, but mostly sight-
seeing. Sueforgot her swimsuit soweshopped about and eventually found one. Thepool at thehotel wasquite
largeandvery inviting. Alsonear thepool at thehotel wasaGerman beer garden. M ost of theteamsdi scovered
thebeer gardenquickly anditbecameapopul ar meetingplacefor dl thecrewsandofficia safter eachday’ sactivities.
| should also say that thehotel roomsthat Sheik Hassan provided for thecrewsincluded abuffet breakfast
that wasoutstanding. Certainly memorableweretheomel eismadeto order by aPhilippinechef. Becauseof the
Idamicbanon pork and pork products, theham andbacon servedat breakfast (aswell asat other meal s) weremade
from beef and chicken, but nonethel esstasty. | must say that it did seem oddto order ahamand cheeseomeletin
anldamiccountry!

By Wednesday, all theother teamswereinthepits
makingtheir boatsready for theOryx Cup. TheOhBoy! |
Oberto/Miss Madison team finished set-up work at
about 2:30 pm and returned to the hotel. The Qatar
MarineSport Federationhad provided theopportunity
for theboat teamsto attend acamel racethat wasbeing
held outside of Doha. | stayed behind in the pits to
discuss some computer programs with race official
Scott Patton so | missed the camel race, but Sue (in
photoat right pettingtheniceCamel), went along. She
|ater gaveacomical report about therace. Thestart of
theraceseemedabit disorganized but finally thecame swereoff and running. A pparently, mechanical riderswere
strapped atop each camel to* spur” themon, viarobotically actuated crops. | alwaysthought that small boyswere
employedascamel ridersbut they’ veapparently been replaced by robotic ones. Suesaidthat theexpressionson
thecamels faceswerepriceless. .. acertainamount of bewilderment accompanying anexpressionof “we' renot
exactly sureof what’ sgoingonhere!l” Thespectatorschased after theracing camel sinfour-wheel drivevehicles
acrossthedesert. Atthefinishof therace, someof theboat team memberswereeveninvi ted toridethecamels.

On Thursday, testing began for the Oryx
Cup. The2010coursewasslightly different
that theonefor 2009. The Qatar Museumis
intheprocessof buildinganewfacility,andin
the interim, a large barge has been
commissioned to serveasthemuseum. The
bargewasmooredaongtheshorejustabout =
inthemiddleof the2009 pitarea. Thebarge |
was quite large, alot like the coal and ore
bargesyou seeontheOhioRiverinMadison.
The course was moved dlightly south to
accommodate the barge. Launching the
hydroplanesbecameabittricky withthebarge
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intheway butfinallyitwasagreedthatall the
boatswoul d belaunched northward andthen
makearight turn south onto thecourseonce
clear of thebarge. Althoughthebargedidn’t
really hinder the boats, the speedsof all the
boatsweredownfromwhat we' d expected,
even below what weexperienced duringthe
2009 Oryx Cup. Onthefirst Oh Boy! Oberto
testrun, weexceededthefud flowlimitandthe
N2turbinespeedwasclose. Michael Hanson
made a couple of adjustments and another
gearbox was installed. On the second run,
thingsweremuchbetter, eventhoughthespeed
wasdtill notwhat wewereexpecting. A couple
moretest runswereconductedinordertoget
theboat better preparedfor theimportant qualification period. Wecameintotheracewithlessthana200pointlead
overtheEllstrom/Spirit of Qatar teamfor theNational Championshipsothetwenty point differenceinqualification
pointsbetweenfirst and secondloomedlarge. If weout-qualified Spirit of Qatar , itwouldincreaseour leadtoover
200pointsgoingintothehesat races. Weeventualy madefour qualificationrunsand managedtoimproveour position
witheachrun. Butalas, Spirit of Qatar out-qualified usand not only gained pointsbut they wereputintheposition
of havinglanechoiceover usduringtheheat races. However, lady luck wouldbeonour side
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Part 2 will start with the first heat section draw and finish up with the final, the winners, and Jimmy’s
preparation for leaving the Middle East for the U.S.A. after the season finale.

LIVE Streaming 2010 Oryx Cup
High Expectations, Disappointing Results

Fans, supporters, and sponsors had viewing events and parties planned large and small. Based on the
success of last year’'s event, H.A.R.M. in Seattle and the BoneYard Grill in Madison both organized large
overnight events.

H1 Chairman Sam Cole announced that primary sponsorship for the high definition LIVE streaming was
being funded by Peters & May with support from QMSF and produced by Tampa Digital. Associate
sponsors 5 Axis Industries, Formula Boats, Clifty Engineering, BoneYard Grill in Madison, Schumacher

Racing and Go Fast Turn Left Racing also were added. (Continued on page 5)

"

Photo at top left taken at the Bone Yard Grill in Madison by Joe McCord. Photo at right taken at the Hydroplane &
Raceboat Museum in Kent by Lon Erickson.




U-1. Some ofthe Oberto
team has had discussions
about possibly running a
second boat for a portion
of the 2011 season. The
team has their back-up
hull#8806, whichcompeted
through 2006 until the
present hull went into
service in 2007.

U-3. TheGo3Racingteam

. is continuing to work on
E Lon Erickson theirracing operation. Ed
Cooper and the team have maintained the boat, are
building motors and gearboxes, and the boat is prepped/
race-ready forwheneverthe opportunity arises. They have
also been approached about running exhibitionsin 2011.
Stay tuned, the only piston boat on the circuit has not
gone away.

U-5. Ted Porter’'s PPE, LLC team listed two of its
Lycoming T-55 L7 turbine engines for sale on eBay in
December. One was priced with a minimum opening bid
at $50K & the other at $100K (reserves unknown). It will
be interesting to see if anyone takes advantage of these
eBay deals.

U-7. PPE,LLChasannounced Bob Catipovic asthe new
crew chieffor Ted Porter’s U-7 Graham Truckingteamin
2011, replacing John Rice. Bob has been with the team
since 2008 serving as turbine specialist and filled in as
acting crew chief in Doha this year.

U-9. Despite rumors concerning the Jones Racing Team
and two boats, indications are prep work is planned to
possibly have one hull ready for the 2011 season. As in
years past, odds are 50/50 of the team seeing the water,
most likely at Seafair.

U-13. The Spirit of Detroitteam had three team members
assistthe U-25teamin Doha. The U-13 hullis under-going
off season evaluation and upgrades while the teamwork on
building up theirequipmentinventory.

U-17. Kip Brown and the Our Gang Racing team ran well
attimesin Dohabut also experienced salt water gremlins
and fuel flow issues. Without the full resources and time
to solve the fuel issues they had to withdraw during the
second day of racing. To get a jump on diagnosis of the
engine problems, they air-freighted their turbine home in
lieu of shipping it back with the rest of the team’s equipment.

U-22. Mike Webster and Al Carstensen split driving
dutiesin Dohafor. Scott Carson continued his support of
thatteam, keeping the “Great Scott!” name on the boat for
the Oryx Cup.

U-25. For the Oryx Cup, Jon Zimmerman and Ken
Muscatel shared driving duties in the U-25 Superior
Racing/Spirit of Detroit.Zimmerman also served as
Driver’'s Repin Doha.

U-37. Work continues on the new Schumacher Racing
hull for2011. Between San Diego and Doha, Scott Raney

and the team worked on the center section of the hull,
construction and layout of the safety capsule, and other
hardware for the new boat. Before leaving for Doha, the
team started assembly of a new turbine. That work has
resumed now. The wrecked T-4 hull remains at the
Schumacher Racing shop. No official word on sponsorship
for 2011 yet.

H1 Unlimited News. Chairman Sam Cole has made an
early announcement of the 2011 season. The season
openeristhe usual Madison Regatta July 1-3, followed by
the Detroit APBA Gold Cup July 8-10, Tri-Cities Columbia
Cup July 29-31, Seattle Seafair August 5-7, San Diego
Sept. 16-18, and concludes in Doha-Qatar December 1-3.

Alsointhe announcementis a date reserved for August
26-28, with a location “to be determined”

Though H1stated it was a tentative schedule at this point,
itdoes bring up afew questions. Obviously the date in Aug.
“TBD” is curious. Missing is any mention of updates on
previously speculated races in Chinaand other race sites
in the Middle East. From other media reports and quotes
from Thunder on the Ohio’s Chairman Tom Sawyer, it
sounds like Evansville is definitely outfor 2011, as are any
possibilities in Owensboro.

H1Unlimited fleet return trip from Doha, Qatar. The H1
fleetand equipmentwas scheduled to leave Dohaon Dec.
22,aboardthe Peters & May-Hoegh Autoliner, Alliance St.
Louis, on a direct voyage to Jacksonville, Fla. (not to a
west coast port as discussed earlier) with an expected
arrival date of January 9. From Jacksonville, the teams
pick up their boats and return to their home shops for the
usual off-season maintenance, prep work, and upgrades
forthe 2011 season.

(Continued from page 4)

Race day/night came; viewers were directed to
high-def. live streaming right before the start of
each heat. Most could log onto the H1 website but
when it came time to view the racing, it was all
buffering or lost signal.

For some, the action jumped ahead to the finish
of the heats and sporadically came and went.
Despite being told the issues would be worked out,
a virtual repeat of the same results came for the
second day. Essentially there was no discernable,
consistent racing action to be seen either day.
Bottom line, it was poor planning, execution, and
follow-thru by the parties responsible for the live
streaming promised: H1, Tampa Digital, and QMSF.
Sadly, the supporters, fans, AND sponsors
deserved better than they received . . .

Even though the live streaming was a huge
disappointment, at least for those attending the
two large viewing parties, the camaraderie of hydro
fans and being with fellow enthusiasts made up
somewhat for not being able to view 2010 Doha live.

~~ Lon Erickson




Herearesomerecent shotstakenat Schumacher Racing’ sshop by HydroFile' sL on Erickson. Workisprogressing
onthenew boat to replacethewrecked U-37 Peter’ s& May, theformer MissBudweiser T4. Constructionon
thenew boat started over ayear ago but wasput on hold | ast winter to concentrate onamajor updatetothe T4.
Thestatusof thewrecked hull isundetermined; theplanisto usesomeof thehardwareand componentsonthenew
boat. Thenew hull iscurrently intheprocessof havingthecenter section componentslaid out and work continues
onthecanoe/sponsons. Behind thecanopy intheshot bel ow and at right aretheremainsof T4.
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Celebrating the Diamond Cup
Regatta at Lake Coeur

d’Alene, August 2010

by Steven Nelson
Jon Osterberg photos

It had been42yearssinceunlimited hydroplanesgathered at theedgeof Lake §
Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho. Butthat all changedin August, whenbackersof the £+
Museum of North Idaho sponsored a community celebration of the old 258
Diamond CupRegatta. Theeventwaspartnostalgia, part fund-raiser,andpart |5
old-fashioned fun. Museum board member DougMiller (inphotoatright), |
proclaimed it “mission accomplished.” “Having beenbornandraisedin |
Coeur d'Alene and attending all the Diamond Cup races, it wasan event |
that was near and dear to my heart. It’s been too long since we' ve been
able to see and hear the boats.”

Early intheweekend, thesun-soaked shoresof LakeCoeur d’ Alenewere
alivewith the sounds of engines, asvolunteers‘dry-fired’ severa vintage
hydroplanes in anticipation of Sunday’s launch. Boats provided by the
Hydroplaneand Raceboat M useuminKent, Washingtonincluded the 1957
replicaMissWahoo, the 1955 MissThriftway, the 1968 MissBudwei ser, and
the1962MissBardahl. Thevintageboatsdrew aninstant crowd asthey were
parked near thefront lawn of the Coeur d’ AleneResort. But by Sunday the
weather turned south, and only MissWahoowasabl etotakeafew lapsaround
the choppy course. The weather problems were disappointing, but the
Wahoo' sroostertail waslongenoughtoremindmany spectatorsliningthelake
shorewhatitwaslikeforthe' LakeCity’ tohavehostedhydroplanesfrom1958 The author, Steven Nelson, holding
until 1968. his work cloths.

Organizershad even placed buoysonthewind-swept |aketo defineatemporary course, but Miller pointed out
that thiswasnot aback-door attempt tore-introducecompetitiveracing. “ Wearenotinany shapeor formdoing
this to bring racing back to Lake Coeur d’Alene with the unlimited hydroplanes. This is strictly an
exhibition.”

Grand Marshal for theweekend event was
former Nationd DrivingChampionMiraSovek,
who had not been back to Coeur d’ Alenesince
he won the 1968 Diamond Cup race aboard
TahoeMiss. Butthecharismaticdriver feltright
at home. Slovak appeared’ live' onaSpokane
radiotalk show Thursday, addressedthe Coeur
d’ AleneRotary Club Friday, told storiesat a
fundraisingbanquet Saturday, and spenttherest
of theweekend minglingwithracefansonthe |
lawnor atthecity’ sfavorite’ hydro’ burgerjoint.

Thebiggest obstaclefacing event planners
thisyear wasconvincingcity officia stograntthe
permits. Infact, the August event did wasnot




fully approveduntil mid-June. But Miller says
thereisnothinglikesuccesstoturnheads, andhe
aready has permitsin hand for 2011. “ Our
event for next summer is July 22" through
the 24", so we have a whol e year to promote,
planand preparenextyear’ sactivity.” Those
permitswill alow organizersto placeboatsin
thewater on both Saturday and Sunday.

Miller isalso excited about changesinthe
exhibitioncoursenextyear. “ Becausethewind
blew so hard on us on Sunday, we couldn’t
keep our buoys anchored. But we have the
map where all the anchors are located, and
[next year] the Sheriff is going to let us
resurrect the old Diamond Cup course, We
will be able to attach the buoys to the
anchors.. .to the 55 gallon drums that have
been sunk down there for 50 years.”

Thisyear’ s' Diamond Cup 2010’ eventwas
put forward by board membersof theM useum
of Northldaho, torai seawarenessandfundsfor
anew facility. Anexpanded museum would
provideexhibit spacededicatedtothememory &
of thunderboat excitement that wasgenerated
by theDiamond Cup Regatta. Nextyear, are-
born*Hydromaniacs groupwill providemuch
of that planningpower. Oldtimerswill recal that
theorigina Hydromaniacsclubwasingrumental
back inthe* 50sand’ 60sinmobilizingvolunteerstohelporganizethe Diamond Cupevent. Miller saystheall new
‘“Hydromaniacs' clubhasre-formed, and planning hasalready begun.

Blueprintsforthe2011exhibitionwill focusona50" anniversary of the1961 race, whichwaswonby Bill Muncey
inCentury?21. The' Diamond Cup2011’ exhibitionwill beheldjust beforetheTri-Citiesrace, andwill fitnicely
withthetravel plansinvolvingthevintageboatsinthenorthwest. Miller hopes
that eight totenvintageboatswill takethel-90tripfromthewest side.

NEXT MEETING OF

UNLIMITEDS UNANIMOUS

Saturoday, February 12¢th
UNJ 2 pm -- UU 2:30 pm

PLUS
RC HYDRO SHOW
11:00 am to 4:00 pm
HYDROPLANE & RACEBOAT MUSEUM

%917 So. 196 Se.
Kent, Washington




Terry Turner 1942 — 2010

Thenewsof the2010Bayfair Cupunlimited hydroplaneraceon San
Diego’ sMissionBay filtered slowly back to Seattle. Thesedays, an
out-of-townraceontheunlimitedcircuit may meritaninchortwointhe
Sesattle Times, if thereisanythingat all, and consequently not muchwas
knownabout thisracefor weeksafterward. Other |lesswelcomenews
travelednorthevenmored owly—Terry Turner of PomonaCalifornia,
former unlimited hydroplanedriver, wasdead of cancer at theageof 68.
Heissurvivedby hisdaughter Teryl, brother Tom, grandsonZachery,
andlifepartner Oneva.
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Terry’s hydroplane racing resume was
lengthy, especially in the faster inboards
divisonsincludingthe? litreand Grand Prix
classes. Hewonnumerousregional titlesand established many national records, wasamember of theGulf Marine
Hall of Fame, andwasal soinductedintothe
APBA Hall of Champions. Hisbestyearwas
probably 1977 whenhewas7-litrenational =~
champion, 7-litrehighpointchampion(winning
14 of 17 races), and Grand Prix National
Champion, thelatter whiledriving GP-200
L auterbach Special.

Terry’ sunlimitedracing career beganwith
the U-70 Such Crust (2) that Brian Keogh |
had purchased from Gene Benning shortly = : i
afterthe1976 Gold Cup. Briannamed Terry asdriver and aftertheDayton raceBrl an broughttheboat west for

1 theracesat Pascoand Seattle. Theboat was
underfundedanditranaccordingly. Healso

¢ dove the boat as Columbia Clipper, R.

Mikulski Advertising (1), U-Seventy (' 76),
O'Grady's Lake Shore (1), Miss C& H
Special (‘77), Miss Detroit (5), and
O’ Grady'sLakeShore(2) (' 78). Laterinhis
career Terry drovetheU-5twin-autopowered
Lauterbach unlimited that he and John
Dickerson campaignedasco-owners, which
raced under several names including
Candyman (" 79-' 80), Barney Armstrong’s
Machine (80), Gilmore Chevrolet Special,

Tony Bugeja Collection

Sandy Ross Collection



I
The Machine, (‘81), Miss Machine Rock L -
Band, Coberly Chevrolet Special, Ric
GuniteSpecial (' 82), RichardBuick Special,
Risley’s Express (1), Mr. Auto/MS. Radio,
andRicGuniteSpecial (' 83). Theboatdidn’t
have enough speed to race with the top
unlimitedsof theday, but theboat wasclean
andranrespectably inmid-pack. Terry’ sbest
finishintheU-5wasasecondin 1982 at San
DiegorunningasCoberly Chevrolet Special.

Terry’s dedication to the sport is
summarizedinat leasttwostories, thefirst of
whichwastold by hisracing partner and best friend John Dickerson. Terry wasset tobemarried, invitationshad
goneout, giftshad beenrecel ved, and guestswereontheir way acrossthecountry toattend theweekendwedding.
Terry’ sphonerang, anditwasNorman L auterbach ontheother end of thelinesayingthat heneeded Terry todrive
hisGP-200 Lauter bach Special in New Hampshirethat sasmeweekend. Terry wontherace.

Asasometimescrew member onboththeU-70andtheU-5unlimitedsthat Terry drove, | havemy ownsmall
story. When Brianbrought thisU-70 Such Crust ((2) westward after itspurchasein 1976, hedid soonawingand
aprayer. Theequipmentwasnotingood shapeandtherewasneither timenor money toremedy thesituation. After
asuccessful last-chancequalification on Sunday morningin Pasco, wedidn’ t haveahealthy engine, asour only
serviceableenginedamageditsaccessory hous ng duringthequalify run. Infact, theaccessory housingwasnearly
in pieces. Wethought there was no way we could make a start, and a start was required in order to earn the
desperately needed tow money. Terry ssmply toldusto patchit up asbest wecouldinthetimethat wehad, and
hewouldgetittothestartingline.

Therewasn' ttimetowel dthepiecesof theaccessory housi ngtogether, sowedidwhat wecouldwithwhat we
had. Andabout all wehadwasduct tape. Sowe piecedtheaccessory housing back together, wrappeditinduct
tape, thenmoreduct tape, and theneven more. Wemust haveusedthewholedamnroll. Asthestart of heat 1B
approached, welaunchedtheboat. Terry got it started and on plane, and hemadeit smoothly throughthemilling
periodandtothestartinglineat agoodclipwiththeaccessory housing still somehow intact. Thehousingfinadly gave
uptheghostinthefirst turn, but wehad earned thetow money.

Terry’ swillingnessandability toget acrippledboat tothelinewaslargely ignored, andit certainly meant nothing
tothefansontheshoreor eventotheracing community inthepits. Butit meanttheworldtous.

Saﬁdy Ross Collection

ThanksTerry, andrestinpeace.
MattDevine
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Breaking Records

Theold adage states: “ Recordsare madeto bebroken.” Bill Muncey won hislast raceat
Evansvillein1981. That achievement wasnumber 62inhislongcareer. WhenMuncey was
killedinAcapulcoinOctober of that year, Chip Hanauer hadthreewinstohiscredit; Dave
Villwock had never drivenanunlimited hydroplane. It seemed unlikely anyonewould come
closetoMuncey’ sall-timevictorytotal.

Unlimitedracinghasexperienced many changessinceMuncey scored hisfirstwinin1956.
Atthattime, theboat withthemost pointsat theend of theracewasthewinner. A pproximately
HERITAGE | halfof Muncey’svictorytotal cameinregattasrununder that format. Hefrequently wonthe
final heat, but not always. For example, hewon the 1961 Gold Cup finishing second

threetimes.

Therewerevaidreasonsfor usingthetotal pointsformatinthe1950sand’ 60s. Reliability of pistonengineswas
hardly astrong point. Attemptingtorunfull outina90-mileGold Cupracewasagoodway towind up at theend
of atow rope. Indeed, theorder of theday was, “ Respect and conserveyour equi pment.”

Timeshavechanged. Technol ogica devel opmentsimprovedthereliability of pistonengines, andtoday’ sturbine
powerplantshaveevenfewer breakdowns. It becamepossibletogiveuptotal pointsinfavor of thewinner-take-
all final heat format. Thelast racerununder thetotal pointsformat wasin 1975, theyear beforeHanauer started
drivingunlimiteds.

Will any other driver ever comecl osetothevictory total sof Hanauer, Muncey, and Villwock?Intheforeseeable
future, theanswer isaresounding, “No.” Afteral, ittook 29yearsfor Villwock toequal Muncey’ stotd. Thereare
anumber of reasonswhy that isthecase.

First, thetopthreedriversall spent several seasonsinboatsthat wereclearly superior toany other boat inthe
fleet. For example, Muncey wonfour racesinboth 1960 and’ 61, fiveracesin 1962, sixin 1972 and 1978, and
sevenin 1979. Hanauer and Villwock both had seasonswhen they completely dominated their rivals. It was
especially truewhenthey weredrivingfor BernieL.ittle, but bothwereconsi stent winnerswhenthey weredriving
for other owners.

Twomajor changeshaveoccurred. First, nosingleboat isasdominant asMissBudwei ser waswhen Hanauer
andVillwock droveit. Villwock wonthreeracesinboth 2009 and 2010. That washalf theracesonthe schedul e.
Thereweresix races, total, both years. Remember, Muncey won seven racesout of ninetotal in 1979.

If any other driverisgoingtocomecl oseto capturing 62first placetrophies—or wherever therecord standswhen
Villwock retiresfromthecockpit—twomajor changeshavetooccur. First, thedriver hasto begivenanopportunity
todriveaboat that isastep ahead of all other boatsand canwinvirtually at will. Noboat isinapositiontodo so
now. Second, thesport hasto havemoreraces. Racesiteshavea wayscomeand gone, but thenumber of regattas
iscurrently atalow point. It seemsunlikely that thecircuit will grow to 10racesinthenext few years, asmuchas
wemightwishthat could happen.

Sinceitislikely that Villwock will pushthecareer victory total beyond 62 anew, youngdriver will need
theopportunity towin betweenfiveand e
sevenracesfor morethanadozenyearsto
haveany chanceof approachingtherecord.
Congratulationsto Villwock, Muncey, and
Hanauer. Their standing at thetop of the
victory column seems securefor avery
longtime.
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