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Third Sunday in Lent

The third of the “heart issues” that
we will be considering giving up
over the weeks of Lent will be the
issue of superiority. For reasons
unknown to the betterment of
humanity, it appears that placing
ones own position over the position
of others has been going on for
quite some time. It has grown to
completely dehumanization of
others people, races, and creeds
as somehow being less than the
one we might belong to. Our own
country fell victim to this type of
thinking when slavery was the way
of the world and we simply followed suit. “Owning” people has been around for
centuries. It would appear that thinking one is better than the other has been
around for a lot longer.

Jesus meets one such member of a class of people who nobody seemed to like.
She was part of a clan that the Israelites went way out of their way to avoid. They
had been fighting against each other for well over 600 years over issues too
numerous to mention here. There was bad blood.

We might wonder how that can take place between two sets of people. We can
look back a little further in the biblical record to a time that Jacob had twelve sons.
One of them, Joseph, was mutually hated by the rest of the brothers for a variety of
reasons, so much so that he was sold off to slavery. That is another whole side of
superiority that needs to be addressed as well. Who says one is better than
another?

Jesus did not let racial boundaries stand in His way. He did not let human
fabrications of superiority get in His way. What He did do was to go, bear witness
to the Kingdom in front of the Samaritan woman as well as the other Samaritans He
talked with. In the two days Jesus converted many Samaritans into believers. His
action spoke volumes against those who like to keep matters of superiority at the
forefront of living. Perhaps we too, should choose to ignore man-made things that
would suggest that we are somehow better than someone else. It appears Jesus
did exactly that!

Pastor Jonathon Kosec
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OUR WORSHIP TODAY
GATHERING AND MEDITATION TIME

Pre-Service Music
Welcome and Announcements

CONFESSIONAL PRAYER

As we observe this Lenten season, may the message of the Gospel accounts of the
work of Jesus Christ guide us and allow the revelation of the Kingdom of God to speak
to our hearts and motivate a renewed sense of purpose even today. May the feelings in
our hearts be matched with the actions of our hands, our feet, even our words. For the
times we have neglected to do this, or avoided doing this, we know we need to offer our
confession to Almighty God:

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by the things
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen

ABSOLUTION

Pastor: AiImighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us, and for His sake,
and by His promise, forgives us all our sin. Therefore on His behalf, | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Go and sin no more,
that the rest of your life might be pure and holy and modeled after our Lord Jesus in all
we say and all we do, we pray in His Holy Name, Amen

HYMN 57 All Hail the Power of Jesus Name 1,3,5

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY (Unison): Merciful God, the fountain of living water,
you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us
to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE FIRST LESSON:Exodus 17:1-7 New Living Translation (NLT)

At the Lord’s command, the whole community of Israel left the wilderness of Sin and
moved from place to place. Eventually they camped at Rephidim, but there was no
water there for the people to drink. So once more the people complained against
Moses. “Give us water to drink!” they demanded.

“Quiet!” Moses replied. “Why are you complaining against me? And why are you
testing the Lord?”

But tormented by thirst, they continued to argue with Moses. “Why did you bring us
out of Egypt? Are you trying to kill us, our children, and our livestock with thirst?”

Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What should | do with these people? They are
ready to stone me!”

The Lord said to Moses, “Walk out in front of the people. Take your staff, the one
you used when you struck the water of the Nile, and call some of the elders of Israel
to join you. | will stand before you on the rock at Mount Sinai.[b] Strike the rock,
and water will come gushing out. Then the people will be able to drink.” So Moses
struck the rock as he was told, and water gushed out as the elders looked on.

Moses named the place Massah (which means “test”) and Meribah (which means
“arguing”) because the people of Israel argued with Moses and tested the Lord by
saying, “Is the Lord here with us or not?”

THE SECOND LESSON:Romans 5:1-11 New Living Translation (NLT)

Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace
with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. Because of our
faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now
stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory.

We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they
help us develop endurance. And endurance develops strength of character, and
character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. And this hope will not lead
to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given us
the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.

When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us
sinners. Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though
someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. But
God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still
sinners. And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ,
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he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. For since our friendship with
God was restored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will
certainly be saved through the life of his Son. So now we can rejoice in our
wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us
friends of God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 4:5-42 New Living Translation (NLT)

Eventually he came to the Samaritan village of Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to
his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there; and Jesus, tired from the long walk, sat wearily
beside the well about noontime. Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw water, and
Jesus said to her, “Please give me a drink.” He was alone at the time because his
disciples had gone into the village to buy some food.

The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything to do with Samaritans. She
said to Jesus, “You are a Jew, and | am a Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me
for a drink?” Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has for you and who you are
speaking to, you would ask me, and | would give you living water.”

“But sir, you don’t have a rope or a bucket,” she said, “and this well is very deep. Where
would you get this living water? And besides, do you think you’re greater than our
ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well? How can you offer better water than he and his
sons and his animals enjoyed?”

Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water will soon become thirsty again. But those
who drink the water | give will never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring
within them, giving them eternal life.” “Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me this water!
Then I'll never be thirsty again, and | won’t have to come here to get water.” “Go and
get your husband,” Jesus told her. “I don’t have a husband,” the woman replied.

Jesus said, “You're right! You don’t have a husband— for you have had five husbands,
and you aren’t even married to the man you’re living with now. You certainly spoke the
truth!”

“Sir,” the woman said, “you must be a prophet. So tell me, why is it that you Jews insist
that Jerusalem is the only place of worship, while we Samaritans claim it is here at
Mount Gerizim, where our ancestors worshiped?”

Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, the time is coming when it will no longer
matter whether you worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. You
Samaritans know very little about the one you worship, while we Jews know all about
him, for salvation comes through the Jews. But the time is coming—indeed it's here
now—when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is
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looking for those who will worship him that way. For God is Spirit, so those who worship
him must worship in spirit and in truth.”

The woman said, “I know the Messiah is coming—the one who is called Christ. When
he comes, he will explain everything to us.” Then Jesus told her, “I am the Messiah!”

Just then his disciples came back. They were shocked to find him talking to a woman,
but none of them had the nerve to ask, “What do you want with her?” or “Why are you
talking to her?”  The woman left her water jar beside the well and ran back to the
village, telling everyone, “Come and see a man who told me everything | ever did!
Could he possibly be the Messiah?” So the people came streaming from the village to
see him.

Meanwhile, the disciples were urging Jesus, “Rabbi, eat something.” But Jesus replied,
‘I have a kind of food you know nothing about.” “Did someone bring him food while we
were gone?” the disciples asked each other.

Then Jesus explained: “My nourishment comes from doing the will of God, who sent
me, and from finishing his work. You know the saying, ‘Four months between planting
and harvest.’ But | say, wake up and look around. The fields are already ripe for harvest.
The harvesters are paid good wages, and the fruit they harvest is people brought to
eternal life. What joy awaits both the planter and the harvester alike! You know the
saying, ‘One plants and another harvests.” And it’s true. | sent you to harvest where
you didn’t plant; others had already done the work, and now you will get to gather the
harvest.”

Many Samaritans from the village believed in Jesus because the woman had said, “He
told me everything | ever did!” When they came out to see him, they begged him to
stay in their village. So he stayed for two days, long enough for many more to hear his
message and believe. Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not just because
of what you told us, but because we have heard him ourselves. Now we know that he is
indeed the Savior of the world.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST.

SERMON “Superiority? Really?” Pastor Jonathon Kosec

SERMON HYMN: 362 Blessed Assurance 1+3

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Apostles Creed (C)
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| believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. |
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the
third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE OFFERING:
After the consecration of the Offering, we will sing the Doxology:

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise him, all creatures here
below, Praise him above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost.

THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
-PRAYERS OF PRAISE, WORDS OF INSTITUTION, LORD’S PRAYER
THE DISTRIBUTION
THE COMMUNION BLESSING

HYMN 429 | am Trusting Thee Lord Jesus 1+4
THE BENEDICTION & THE DISMISSAL

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God

+ + + + + + + + + + 4+ 4+ o+ o+ O+ o+ O+

WELCOME TO OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN! Thank you for joining us as we worship
our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! We are happy you are here! Please take
a moment to turn your Cell Phone or other devices to mute, so they do not go off
during the service and become disruptive. We appreciate your help to this regard.
And thanks again for being here with us this morning!

IN OUR PRAYERS: We take time during our service to offer petitions for the prayer
needs of ourselves, our families, our friends, and the world. Please give those
requests to Pastor at the beginning portion of the service so they can be included in
our prayers during worship today.
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INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO BE WITH US THIS LENTEN SEASON! Traditionally a
season of preparation and reflection, we hope to have a new look on the traditions
of Lent as we celebrate the work that Jesus accomplished on the cross. “GIVE IT
UP! will be the guiding theme as we examine the various things people have given
up in observance of the Lenten season, but with more attention as to what Jesus
would have us do. It might be the best time to bring someone with you and form a
new church relationship together! Next Sunday we will look at our ENEMIES.

OUR THANKS TO PASTOR TONY ALONZO as he guides our worship this
morning. Pastor Jon and Cheryl are enjoying their granddaughter’s 6th birthday
together. We pray God’s blessings on Pastor Tony this morning!
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