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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE: Ah, Holy Jesus (R. Chapin & T. Keesecker)
WELCOME
GATHERING SONG: Love Consecrates the Humblest Act (ELW 360)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a
new commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this
commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was
the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
PSALM: 116:1-2, 12-19
1
I love the Lord, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
2
for the Lord has given ear to me
whenever I called.
12
How shall I repay the Lord
for all the good things God has done for me?
13
I will lift the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lord.
14
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all God’s people.
15
Precious in your sight, O Lord,
is the death of your servants.
16
O Lord, truly I am your servant;
I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds.
17
I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of the Lord.
18
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all God’s people,
19
in the courts of the Lord‘s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 26:17-30
On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying,
"Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?"
He said, "Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, 'The Teacher says,
My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.'" So
the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover
meal. When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and while they
were eating, he said, "Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me." And they
became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another, "Surely
not I, Lord?" He answered, "The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl
with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe
to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better
for that one not to have been born." Judas, who betrayed him, said, "Surely
not I, Rabbi?" He replied, "You have said so." While they were eating, Jesus
took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples,
and said, "Take, eat; this is my body." Then he took a cup, and after giving
thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; for this is my
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of
sins. I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day
when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom." When they had sung the
hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Word of God.
Word of life.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: For the Bread Which You Have Broken (ELW 494)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to
struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God
and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism.

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and
giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against
God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days
reconciled with God and with one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

RITUAL WASHING
In the Gospel according to John in chapters 13 and 15 we hear Jesus teach, “I
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved
you, you also should love one another.” We who receive God’s love in Jesus
Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to each other as Jesus
became our servant. Our commitment to this loving service is signified in this
ritual washing, following the example our Lord gave us on the night before his
death. Come forward when you are ready and ritually wash each other’s hands
as a sign of your love for each other.
WASHING HYMN:
Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love (ELW 708)
A BLESSING
My dear family of faith, know that as you joined in this act you have been
Christ to each other. With every act of kindness and with every deed of
hospitality we also bring Christ to the world. You are loved, go from here to
share that love.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
On this holy night, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who await
from the Lord great and abundant mercy.
By the cross of Christ, mend the brokenness of your church. Where there is
division, grant healing. Where there is fracture, grant unity. Where there is
indifference, grant passion. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
By the cross of Christ, mend the brokenness of the creation. Put an end to
destruction and renew our commitment to the fullness of life you intend for
every living thing. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
By the cross of Christ, mend the brokenness of the human family. Bring
understanding and a spirit of cooperation to nations and communities in
conflict. Dissolve distrust into understanding and transform disregard into
profound care for one another. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

By the cross of Christ, mend the brokenness of those who suffer in mind,
body, and spirit. Feed those who hunger, give shelter to those without a
home, heal the sick, and grant rest to the dying. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
By the cross of Christ, mend the brokenness of this community. Help us seek
not so much to be served, but to serve; not to be loved, but to love; not to be
forgiven, but to forgive, for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
By the cross of Christ, mend the brokenness within us. Cast out all fear of
separation from you, and join us to the communion of saints who celebrate at
your eternal banquet table. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into the arms of your tender embrace, O God, we commend ourselves and all
for whom we pray, trusting in the one who, on the cross, opened his arms to
all: Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERTORY: O, Sacred Head Now Wounded (J. Leavitt)
OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of glory, receive these gifts and the offering of our lives. As Jesus was
lifted up from the earth, draw us to your heart in the midst of this world,
that all creation may be brought from bondage to freedom, from darkness
to light, and from death to life; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your
faithfulness endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens
and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you
for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to
you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit
poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed … Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup … Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on
these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your
presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of
Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with
justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and
holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to Jesus, our host and our meal.
COMMUNION: We will receive the body of Christ as gluten-free bread with
these or similar words: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ
will be received as either red wine or white grape juice with these or similar
words: The blood of Christ, shed for you.
WHO MAY COMMUNE? All are welcome at the Lord's Table. It is a free gift
given to all for the forgiveness of sins. The words “for you” really mean FOR
YOU! Children may commune at the discretion of their parents. If you wish to
receive a blessing: cross your arms over your chest as a sign for the
communion assistants.
DIRECTIONS FOR COMMUNION: Please come forward by the center aisle at
the direction of the ushers to receive the sacrament and return to your seat
down the side aisle. Please register each person taking communion on a pew
card.
COMMUNION HYMN:
Where True Charity and Love Abide (ELW 642)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power
of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body
and blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will show forth in
the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN: Go to Dark Gethsemane (ELW 347)

POSTLUDE: Jesus Priceless Treasure (T. Keesecker)
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