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Wildside Rehabilitation is a non-profit organization dedicated to
provide a safe-haven for wildlife in need of heasling and advocs-
cy in Central Oregon. This rehabilitation includes fawns, rac-
coons, squirrels, rabbits, chipmunks, elk and many other species
of wildlife. Wildside care-givers strive to heal or nurture and
prepare wildlife for a return to their native environment.

Mission Statement

Provide competent, compassiondte care to mammals of
central Oregon with the least human impact; Educate and
advocate for wildlife; Conservation and preservation of the
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Tracy Leonhardy is the President of Wildside Rehabititation, Inc. She is a
licensed Rehabilitator and a licensed Veterinary Technician. All of the volunteer
caregivers legally care for wildlife, under Tracy's knowledgeable tutelage. This
knowledge is incredibly far reaching! Each species has unique dietary needs
and must be handled and housed according to their specific needs. Tracy is a
dedicated, educated, patient and persevering caregiver and teacher. She takes
calls for help at any time of day or night and responds to whatever is necessary
to place an orphaned or injured animal in a situation that will facilitate and meet
the animal’s needs.

I remember my very, first inmoluement with wildlife rescue & release. Back in 1979, my fami-
by & I were bving norfh of Sisters on o caftle ranch. My father was driving home lafe one night
& found o Golden Eagle wableing up the middle of the road. He carefubly wrapped if in his coat
& brought if home with him. If was raining & the posr bird was drenched fo fhe skin & shivering,
We leept if warm & force fed if chicken broth the first few days we had if. Mom suspected that it
had prewmsnia. It coughed uwp mucus & we were sure if was going fo- die.

F«vae&g, w@W&M&fG—M&wWw«W ; VMMMWJwBWWM Jay
was sfarfing what is now-the Suriver Nafure Cenfer but he didn't hawe anyy cages fo- put the eagle
i He coached us on how-fo care for if, & more imporfantly, how-fo- handle it! Golden Eagles
hawe very, formidable Geaks & sharp falons. Given her sige; Jany swrmised that swr eagle was a

femake. My mother & I patiently fed her & cleaned her and fo- our complefe swrprise, the eagle
swrvived! She bved with us (or nearly Z months before she was sfrong ensugh fo- by awany.

The day we released her was a warm sunnyy dayy. My mom had, hooded the eagle with her
own sfocking cap. I climbed up fo-the top of a big, rock ouf-cropping. Dad carefully passed the
eagle up fo me. I gently held her down on the fop of the rock while dad climbed up behind us.
Then dad, pulled the hat off of the eagle's head & 1 lef go-of her. She saf 6lnleing in the bright
bt for a 6, cabmby adjusting fo- her new surroundings. The most amaging thing happened.
The eagle Cooked, directly af may father, thew af me, makingy direct eye confact. She thought about
if for o second, then ook fwo- hopping sfeps & wifh one hard deww strokee of her wings, she was
off! O muyy, how-she soared! She circled high above us and with a bong cry of delight, was
gone. I (el such fremendous joy watching that eagle soar away. 1 (el as though I was o part
of something magical. Well, that was if! I was in love with caring for wildbife !



BAbY Racoons

2013

WO WEEKS TWO MONTHS

WHEN WORKERS SHOWED UP af aN eMPTY BEeND HOME THAT was BEiNG ReMODeLeD,

THEeY DiSCOVEeRED a RAaCCOON iN THE STReeT THaT HaD aPPARENTLY BEeeN HiT BY a CaR.

WHEN THEeY OPeNeD a walL a5 NeeDeD FOR THe ReMODeL, THeY FOUND THRee TiNY

RACCOONS. FURTHER iINSPECTION RevealeD THat THe DeceaseD RaCCOON wad LacTtaTtiNG

aND NO DOuBT THE MOTHER OF THEeSe THRee ORPHANS. WiLDSiDe ReHab HaS NURTuReD
THeSe aDORaBLEe BaNDiTS
SINCE BEFOREe THEIR eves
aND €3aRS wWeRe OPeNeD.
THEIR €ved OPEeN 18 TO 24
DaYsS arteR BiRTH.

THREE
MONTHI

LTKUY AARA®A® . MO GIO AL

Raccoons are excellent mothers. They take great care of their babies. When the babies are young,
they stay in a nest while the mother raccoon goes and forages for extra food to make enough milk to
feed them. After about twelve weeks, the young have grown large enough that they start to follow the
mother outside of the nest area. The nest is usually in a tree hollow or other safe dry place, usually el-
evated for safety. They travel with their mother learning from her how to forage for food, and avoid
predators. They are weaned by 16 weeks. Their mother teaches them how to hunt, kill and eat birds,
fish, crawdads, insects, reptiles, small mammals and how to steal eggs. The young stay with her for
around nine months. Although a female raccoon can give birth to up to eight babies (though four is av-
erage), nine months after birth, there's usually only two or so still traveling with her. When mom has a
new litter, her babies are definitely on their own.



THREE MORE....

THESEe THRee baby RAaCCOONS

CaMme TO US WHEN THeY weRe

OLD eNOUGH TO KNOw THaT
™e FORMULa we OFFeReD
THEM iN a BOTTLEe was NO

SuUBSTITUTE FOR THEIR MOTHER.

HANDLING OLDER BaBieS Like
THEeSe i CONSIDERaBLY Dir-
FERENT THAN THE YOUNGER
iINFANTS. BEFOREe THeY weRe
SepParareD FROM THEIR MOTH-
€RS, THEeY HaD BeeN TauGHT
TO FeaR PREeDATORS...aND Hu-
MaN BEiNGS FaLL iNTO THAT
CaTeGORY.

VaLLie Came FROM PRINeViLLe
wHERE a FaMiLY FOUND HEeR
HIDING iN THEiR wOOD

pPiLe. HER MOTHER aND SiB-
LiINGS HaD BeeN STealiNG cat
FOOD FROM THE FaMiLy Cat
aND FOR SOME ReaSON THe

rRIVaY

DRIUTI EYOV

VAT

MOTHER RaCCOON MOoveD ON witH HeR Babiesd BuT ValLlie wasS LerT TO FeND FOR HeR-
SeLF. ValLlLie GOT HeR Face SwarreD BY ONe OF THe Cats. A BaD SCRaTCH weNT
STRAIGHT aCROSS HEeR eveball aND SHReDDeD THe CORNead. MOST OF THe eYe atRO-
PHiIED, CauSiNG BLINDNESS. WHEN SHe'S a LiTTLe OLDER, SHe will NeeD SURGERY TO
REeMove wHaTS LerT OF HeR evYe aND THe eveliD will Be STiTCHED CLOSED SO THaT
DiRT & iINSECTS DON'T GET iNTO THE eYe WHEeN SHe iS5 ReTURNED TO THe wilD.

THE OTHER TwWO RACCOONS aRe BROTHER & SiSTER THAT CaMe FROM SUNRIVER. THEIR
MOTHER was HiT & KiLLED ON THe ROaD. BecausSe all THRee RerusSeD TO Take a BOT-
TLe, we SoareD KiTTeN FOOD iN THEeiR FORMuLA SO THaT THeY wOuLD STiLL Receive THe
PROPER dMOUNT OF CaLCiuMm NeeDeD FOR GROWING BONES. ALL SiX RAaCCOONS willL
SPEND THE WINTER wiTH 0S aND Be RelLeadseD iN THEe SPRING.

WHEN INJURED OR SiCK aNiMaLS come TO uS NeeDiNG a8 VEeTEeRINGRiaN FOR TReatMeNT
OR TO Be euTHaNizeD, we Take THeM TO a LiCeNSeD WiLDLiFe VEeTEeRINGRiaN. ALTHOUGH
we Receive @ NON-PROFIT DISCOUNT, we STiLL Have CONSDeRablLe veTr BiLLS. we STRive
TO TReatr eveRY aNiMaL iN THEe MOST HUMaNEe way POSSiBLE.



RAISING ORPHaAN RACCOONS iS5 a8 LONG TeRM PROJECT. A CaReGiVEeRS JOB DOeS NOT €eND
witTH BOTTLE FEEDING UNTIL THEeY aRe FOUR MONTHS OLD. FOR THE FiRST TWO MONTHS we
MUST STiMuLaTe THEM TO eLiMiNaTe wadTe Like THEeiR MOTHER WOULD Have. we MuST
TeacH THeM TO HUNT aND €at a ROUNDED DieT. we MuST PROVIDE THEeM a HaBitar THaT
OFFERS THeM THe abiLity TO PRacCTiCe THe SKiLLS NeeDeD 1O avoiD PReDaTORS. THEY
NeeD TO LeaRN TO RUN FadT, CLiMB aND BaLaNCe. we MuST ReSPEeCT THEIR “WiLDNeSS”
aND aLLow THeMm TO uSe THEIR DereNSeS ReGaRDLESS OF THe POSSIBILITY THAT THEeY CaN

HURT US.
we Take THem TO a POND OR

CReeK TO TeacH THem 10O
MOVE ROCKS, FIND aND eat
SNAiLS aND CRawDaDs. THeY
MUST aLSO LEakRN TO SWiM.

THEY LeakRN TO CLiMB aND
BalaNCe iN THEeiR eNCLO-
SuRe. Live CRawDabs aND
FiSH aRe RelLeadeD iN
THEIR POOL TO TeaCH THEeEM
TO CatCH, KiLL aND eatr
THEM.

Raw CHiCKEeN, GRarPeS aND
OTHER NatuRaL FOODS aRe
HIDDEN UNDER ROCKS, iN
HANGING BuCKeTs aND iN
T™He POOL 50 THat tTHey
Have 170 SeaRCH FOR THEM.

THEY Have aN iNDOOR “DeN” FOR SHEeLTEeR aND a “Sare pPLaCce” TO RUN TO WHEN THeY
aRe FEeaRruL. NO Hear iS5 PROVIDED, THEY MuST LeaRN TO Dedl witH THEe eLeMEeNTS.

FOUR MONTHS



BY THE Time THeY are
ReaDyY FOR FReeDOM iN
THEe SPRING, THEY willL
weiGH aBouT 40-45
POUNDS. THEIR WiLD-
NeSS wilLl OVeRCOMe
THEeiR NeeD FOR uS 1O
CaRe FOR THEeM. THeyY
WiLL BE€ DaNGEROUS
WiLD aNiMaLS, Reaby 1O
FiT INTO THE PERFeCT
aND SomeTimes CRuel
BaLaNCe OF NaTuRe.

RElEasing tHE Babies

WiLDSIDe’S 2012 ORPHAN RAaCCOONS weRe BOTH MalLes, NOT ReLateD. MacC aND
TEDDY weRe ReleasSeD THIS SPRING iN THE SiSTERS MOUNTAING, NEeaR a CReeK FulLL
OF CRawDaDs.

TEDDY QUICKLY CLIMBED a TRee TO SuRveyY HiS
New HOMe FROM above.

MaC was ReLUCTaNT TO SePaRate FROM
U9, He PLAYeD iN THe wateR aND CLiMBED
TReeS BuT CauGHT UP witH U5 WHEN we
waLkeD ouT OF HiS SiGHT.



we walLkeD aLONG THe CReeK FOR
aN HOUR OR 50, €NJOYING MacC’S
FROLIC. WATCHING THIS BeauTiFulL 45
POUND, HealLTHY RAaCCOON €NJOY HiS
FReeDOM waS HEeaRTWARMING. Re-
LEeaSiNG THeSe CRITTEeRS i8S a BiTTeR
SweeT exXpPeRieNCe.

MaC NEeVEeR LET US OuT OF HiS SiGHT, WHILE He ex-
PLORED aND CHIiTTERED iN DELIGHT. HEe FOLLOWED uS
as we TURNED BaCcK TOwaRrD OUR CarR aND a5 we GOT
CLOSER TO THE TRee THat TEDDY was iN, We COULD
Hear TeD CALLING TO MaC. MaC HEarRD HiM BUT He
STaveD witH US FOR a WHiLe. WHEN TeD’S CaLLS Be-
CAME MORE DESPERATE, MAC CHOSE TO RUN TO HiM,
UP THE TREEe FOR a DRaMaTiC REUNION.

WATCHING THEM HuG eacH
OTHER aND celLebRate
THEIR FRIENDSHIP wad
AMAZING.

THIS waS OUR OPPORTUNITY
TO Leave THeM.

we wiLL NeveR KNOw
HOW THEIR LiveS WEeNT
FROM THEeRe. we HaD aN
iINTIMaTE PART iN THEIR
FiRST YeaR aND iT wad
HaRD TO walLK awav.



Raccoon Enclosure Expansion Underway

(aauzé toc cue generous dovowsl

Trees removed to make space for cement to be poured.

New enclosure will extend their space to the size of the slab.

A 4X6 gated section will serve as a sally port. This area will be covered
and used as a potty room. The gate will be left open except for when
potty boxes are being cleaned.

Leroy, Whoopi and Malcolm have been taught to use a large plastic box
with shavings in it for their toileting. When other raccoons are added to
the enclosure, we hope they will follow the triplet's example.

Original Raccoon
Enclosure 6 X 12

Has access to a den
inside the building

Part of tree left for
coons to climb

The new enclosure will have
a gated divider so that the
raccoons can be seques-
tered in one side or another
while the pen is being
cleaned or when a new rac-
coon needs to be safely in-
troduced to other raccoons.
This gate will be left open
unless needed for raccoon
management.



The second phase is finished!

For now, the space for the raccoons to play is doubled. We hope to have the remaining space finished in a week or so,
weather permitting. It was so rewarding to watch the triplets celebrate their new space. Wild animals need to be busy in

order to develop physically and mentally.

Things as simple as a pine cone or a floating 2X4 are excuse enough for
a raccoon frolic. We are building hanging platforms to replace the one
you see in this picture. They love this thing so much it is falling apart!

Finished project featured in next newsletter

We keep them occupied by hiding
their food and providing new toys.
Almost anything new is a toy for a
baby raccoon. We find toys at the
thrift stores. When they become
bored with one we replace it with
another.



Volunteer

Trailer to transport animals

We really need dedicated caregivers.

You only need the space and the desire.

We will train you and cover all expenses.

Fund Raising Publicity

Research

Transporting of animals ~ Building builder

Cage building Veterinary services

Distribute literature Catch Crawdads

Gather food for fawns

Traps Chain-link Fence panels

Nets
Food

Portable shelters

Bird, Squirrel, Bat Houses

shavings Canopy for booth

Leash pole Medical supplies

Cat sacks Rescue stretcher

Squeeze cage Tranquilizer gun

Large cages Water heaters

heat lamps Heat lamp fixtures

Sincere thanks to our donors

Madaline Currie for a chain-link Pen
Peter & Alexa for $100 cash

Jack & Pat Homeyer for $50 cash
Mickey Hiland for $200 cash

Bill & Debbie Grafton for Hay for Fawns
Scott Waters for Raccoon Play Gym
Mona Albrecht for $15 cash

John & Judi Gram for $50 cash

Richard Patterson for hay for fawns
Katy Corning for $40.00 cash
Cat Lieberknecht for $100.00 cash

Mary Jo Swaner for $50 cash

Anne Walsten for $1000 cash for coon enclosure
Sharon Parr for a rolling cage

Greg McNutt for loaning a canopy for booth

Jane Helwig for $450 cash

Christine & Jarad Huffman for $50 cash

Peggy Saydell for $200 cash

Fred Helwig for $1000 cash

Sharon Lohrmann $1000 cash for coon enclosure
The Klees family for $40.00 cash

Mike & Sue Floyd for much financial & physical help!

Please know that if you are not listed here, it is a clerical error. We are so appreciative for your help, we would never

leave you out if not for a mistake. Please call Judy 389-6012 to let us know of our mistake. Trust me...it will be corrected!



Chitter Bug is a Golden
Mantel Squirrel. She
came to us before her

eyes were open. She was
released this summer.

We took in nine injured or orphaned
fawns. We were able to save five of them
and they will be released in October.

More baby Gray Squirrels
this year than ever before!

Two Douglas Squir-
rels came to us from
LaPine. One did not
survive neurological
injuries, probably
from falling out of
their nest. Little
Doug is healthy and
just as cute as it gets!

Six baby raccoons—3 girls & 3 boys
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Infant raccoons are bottle fed milk replacer formula (20#-$69.00) every two hours

around the clock until their eyes open. More milk is given further apart as they grow.

Just before weaning (about 3 months) one raccoon will drink an 8oz. bottle twice a

day, then once a day until fully weaned.

As soon as they show interest in eating solid food, they will be introduced to pre-
mium kitten food (10#-$39) soaked in the formula. Fresh Fruits, eggs, raw chick-

en, raw fish and a premium kitten food will be fed every day until their release,

at approximate age of 9-10 months. Each raccoon gets either 1/2 an 8 inch raw

VYl=re

fish, or one raw chicken leg, thigh or breast, one raw egg and a cup of premium

kitten food every day. They will be fed twice a day through the winter months
and early spring. Six raccoons will go through a bale of shavings ($9.00) in a

week for their potty area.

If a fawn is determined to be 5 days old or younger, it will

be bottle fed milk replacer formula (20#-$69.00) every two

hours around the clock. After that, the amount of milk is

increased and their feedings reduced to every 3 hours until

they are about 14 days. After 23 days the milk is increased

and they are fed 3 times a day. At about 2 months the milk

is decreased and fed 2 times a day.

As soon as they show interest in eating solid food, bitter brush which
we gather and cut for them is introduced. They are also given a little
hay and are started on a mixture of a pelleted Mule Deer feed (504-
$20.95) and a milk replacer pellet (20#-39.95). They are weaned at
about 3 months depending upon their development. The five fawns
we have now are each eating about 6 cups of pellets and share a flake
of hay along with natural grass and gathered bitter brush. They will
be released at the end of October.

Jrunivar

A tiny baby squirrel weighs less than 0.35 0z. When we get them, hairless,
blind and deaf, they are bottle fed a milk replacer (120z.-$18.95) + heavy

i cream formula every three hours around the clock until they weigh about
J) =2:1r ] 0.85 0z. The amount of formula is carefully balanced with the frequency of

feedings as they grow. As soon as they are interested in solid food, tiny

pieces of fruit and grain are introduced. When they are weaned they are fed
a Chickadee mixture of nuts, seeds and grains (20#-$32.95) along with
fresh fruit, fresh vegetables and pine cones. We have released several gray

squirrels this year but we have 11 that are too young and must stay with us

through the winter, to be released in the spring.



Booth at Munch & Movieg

Our first atte t to educate the public

CESSFUL



s Wildside needs Caregivers
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sovn an A% 4 take a walk on the wild side

We are so pleased to have a new sguirre/ Mama at Wildside! Diana and her
husband Billy are enjoying their foster squirrel, Christopher Robin. Dianna started
with a tiny female Gray Squirrel named Gidget. Gidget was about 5 weeks old,
eyes and ears still closed, needing to be fed every 5 hours around the clock. A few
days after Diana committed to Gidget, another tiny squirrel came to Wildside, about
the same age as Gidget, so Dianna agreed to foster them both.

About a week later, both baby squirrels opened their eyes and a few days later
Diana reported an abnormality about one of Gidget's eyes. A few days later we
realized that her behavior was not the same as Christopher Robin's. We took Diana Kelleber and
Gidget to the vet who deduced that she is blind in the eye and suffers a neurological s pher Robin

disorder probably caused by the fall from her nest in the tree she was found under
when she was about a week old.

The vet prescribed a series of steroid injections for Gidget. Only time will tell how she is able to function.
There is little chance that she will be releasable. Gidget went home with Tracy to be nurtured through her
problems. In the two weeks she has been with Tracy, Gidget shows slow progress and is beginning to eat on
her own.

Christopher Robin is thriving! He has given up his milk and is eating on his own. He has graduated from
cage to larger cage as needed. Cages, food and supplies are provided by Wildside. He is still in the Kelleher's
home but soon he will need to move outside. He was born too late to release him this year so he will need to
spend the winter in our care. The Kellehers plan to build an outside enclosure. Wildside currently cares for 11
squirrels that are too young to face the winter on their own. When Diana and Billy have their enclosure ready,
one or two of the other babies will join Christopher

Robin. Baby squirrels should not be raised alone if it Next Issve
can be helped #  President's Message
If we continue to take in as many or more baby )

squirrels next spring, we are going to be in desperate *  Releasing the Fowns

need for more committed squirrel Mamas | S Paccoon Enclosure

On behalf of Gidget and Christopher Robin, THANK

YOU Diana and Billy Kelleher! #* Improved Fown Enclosure
¥ Bidget's Story
#* Volunteers



