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Students Urged to Write
Americanism Essay

Youth Hockey Players Spend
Hockey Day in Grand Marais

By Kitty Mayo
The American Legion Auxiliary Unit #109 in Two Harbors is
holding their annual essay contest and is urging local students
to submit their best efforts.
The Americanism Essay Contest is the Auxiliary's way of encouraging youth to learn about
the rights and freedoms found in
the United States, and every year
there is a different theme. For
2020 the theme, and title of the
essay submissions should be:
“How we can address the health
and well-being of our veterans,
military, and their families”.
Students from grades third
through 12th are eligible to submit an essay with their thoughts
on the matter, with the number of
words required appropriate to
their grade level. William Kelley
students, Two Harbors
Minnehaha and high school students and homeschool students
are all welcome to participate.
Prizes for local winners are as
follows: $50 for first place, $30
for 2nd place, and $20 for third
place. All essays will be forwarded to the Department of
Minnesota for entry to the state
level contest, and if winners will
move on to the national competition.

Nancy Hopper, current Auxiliary #109 president, says that the
Two Harbors Legion is the last
one in Lake County, and she
hopes to stir more interest among
youth about the Legion's role in
the community.
Hopper, whose father was a
Korean War veteran, has been a
member of the Legion Auxiliary
for 61 years.
“My dad was commander of
Post #109, and my mom was the
president and secretary of the
Auxiliary and when I was nine
years old they started a juniors
program and I started there,” said
Hopper.
Hopper says that she hopes this
year's essay contest will help dispel some myths about the Legion.

Silver Bay Mariner Girls 10U team enjoying some
outdoor ice time in Grand Marais. (photo by Ashley Klemmer)
The Silver Bay Mariner girls
10U, along with the North Shore
Bantams and PeeWees held practices last week in Grand Marais
to promote the sport of hockey.
The Silver Bay Blue Line Club is
a cooperative of youth from
Grand Marias, Silver Bay and
surrounding areas.

Normally, each of the teams
practice in Silver Bay at the
Rukavina Arena, but this time the
Silver Bay players were invited
up the shore to enjoy some “old
school” hockey where they got to
play and practice on the outdoor
rink in Grand Marais.

“Most people think of the Legion as the bar, and we do have
the lounge, but there are so many
more programs in the community
we do,” said Hopper.
One example is the collection
of pop tabs by Legion and Auxiliary members that are turned in
to support the Ronald McDonald
Continued on Page 8

North Shore PeeWees in grey jerseys and North Shore Bantams
in black jerseys. (photo by Theo Rex)

Early Voting an option in MN Presidential Primary
By Kitty Mayo
The election date for the Presidential Primary is fast approaching on Tuesday, March 3rd, but
your option as a Minnesota resident to cast an early vote remains
between now and then.
The reasons for early voting by
absentee ballot may be numerous: from having too many appointments on election day, to
being out of town, or just plain
eager anticipation. The reason
actually does not matter, you
have the right to vote early by
absentee ballot.
According to the Office of the
Minnesota Secretary of State
Steve Simon you can vote early
in person at the county election
office. Just go in during regular
business hours and ask for an absentee ballot. Fill it out there, or
return it in person by March 2nd.
If you are not registered, bring
proof of residence.
This presidential nomination
primary is a chance for major
parties to choose candidates to
represent their party in the presidential election this Fall. This is
a change from recent years when

the caucus system was used to
designate presidential nominees.
Precinct caucuses will still be
held, but will attend to other
party business, not including the
presidential nominations.
You can have a ballot mailed to
you, this is called applying or
filling out an application for
early voting. The process can be
done online, and is simply a request to have a ballot mailed to
your residence.
Early voting, or absentee ballots, can be returned to the
county election office in person,
or by mail. If you do mail your
ballot in, keep in mind that it will
not count if it received after 3:00
pm on Election Day. You need a
witness for your early ballot.
That can be another registered
voter, or a notary.
It is possible to have someone
else pick up and return an absentee ballot for you. This is called
“agent delivery”, and can be used
if you are living in a nursing
home, assisted living facility,
residential treatment center,
group home, battered women's
shelter, or are hospitalized or un-

able to go to the polling place
due to incapacitating health reasons or disability. Your “agent”,
or person picking up or turning in
your ballot for you, must be at
least 18 years old, have a pre-existing relationship with you and
cannot be a candidate. There is a
form called “request for agent
delivery of absentee ballot” that
needs to be filled out ahead of
time to get your ballot. An individual acting as an agent can
only do so for up to three people
in any one election, and they will
need to show identification with
their name and signature when
returning your ballot.

If you make a mistake on your
ballot, and there is still enough
time before the election you may
request a replacement ballot.
Otherwise, you may completely
cross out the name of the candidate you accidently marked, but
do not initial your corrections.

People worry that their absentee ballot may not be counted,
but if you fill out our ballot and
signature envelope correctly, and
return it on time, your vote will
be counted. If you make an error
on your signature envelope election officials will attempt to contact you about the error, and if
there is enough time, you will
still have the option of voting in
person early at the election office
or at your polling place

Track your ballot. By entering
your identifying information
online at the SOS website (https:/
/mnvotes.sos.state.mn.us/
AbsenteeBallotStatus) you will
be able to confirm that your ballot was received and counted.

Want to change your mind?
You can cancel your early ballot
up until the close of business one
week before election day. Contact the election office to cancel
your ballot, and either vote in
person at your election office, or
at your polling place on Election
Day.

Remember: You have the legal
right to take time off work to
vote on Election Day, and must
be paid for the time you need to
vote if it falls within your scheduled work time.
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